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Preface

Ol men Jove to tell abont the grest fests of thar younger
years, and I am no exception. James Moaahen snd his wife Lals
Mattox Miller found that out several years sgo when they came
to Washington to preparo & Reader’s Digest artide on what wo
had been domg In Vetersm Administranon medicine to bring
good medwcal care to our fighting men back from overseas, Far
from sceming bored with my tles, they said, “Paul, pot those
stones on & wps; they re too good to be lost™ So, that i what
I did, =nd they have conunued to muke mvalmble soggesdons
#s the book developed.

My gratitude goes abso to my friend, that ssge end edoquent
commentator on the nation s progress, Arthur krock, who read
most of the menwscript and suggested the ttke of this bool.

1 am indebted likewnse to Sem Strvoky sn ex-Manne, & finst
rate Walington newspapersan, and my stanch supporter during
my service with the Veterins Admunistation, for commtently
encoursging me to tell without hesitation the hitherto thlithed
lruryufmymwylcngﬂmtmn—mdvcdbmuucﬂcymdfof
allowing us to wse his own reconds of those embartled days.
The epsodes 1 have recorded here probably haven't lost any
color in the telling but they are oIl truc o I remember them, and
have been checked i every parncolar by Lola Winters, my
falthful friend and sccretary for many yaars She gmrantees
the vereauty of all of them, except the drcumstances of my birth,
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which she ks sure took place, jadging by the suffering she has had
st my hands for many years since, I thunk her as I have often
falled to do, for putting me right.

My mory has been edited by Finley Peter Dunne, Jr., who
s organized it in book form and translated my tape-recarded
words into written English —a task [ never would have tod che
patence or shall ro do.

My others have helped tremendomly meluding parocularly
Robmson F. Adlom, my cheef administrative officer in the
Vetersm Admunnstranon, snd my son, Paul B. Magnwson, Jr.
who has had 1o ux comsiderable time, patience and diplormcy
10 get the book to meet rts deadline.

Most of 1}, thanks to evervone who has laughed or gotten
motst-eyed when some of the storkes were told,
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Chapter One

‘Wans 1 was A smuscLin youre poctom fn Chicego in
the year 1911 I had the great good fortome to be sssistant to
Dr Willism E. Schroeder on ho surglcal service st Weskey
Memonal Hospral, When [ my “strogglmg ” 1 mean jost thae,
becanse Dr Schroeder followed the custom of the time by
not paymg me snything My reward was what 1 coold keam
from him, winch was plenty My girl, who lnd been myy girl
back home In St. Psul smee 1 was fifteen years old, and who
hed loyzlly encoursged me through my kst three years of high
school, two of college and three of medreal school, had come
to Chicago a year carlier 18 my wafe. Now we had & baby
son. BeBicve me, I fekt my responaibilities deeply

The soarce of my Income, such a3 it was, was a lithe office
I had over & mloon ecrosm the street from the entrance to the
stockyards, Both the Umon Stock Yard Compeny snd the
Chicago Junction Railway which handled all the cattle trains
and other freight in and around the yards, pakd me & small
reteiner for tking care of eny of their men who got huart
on the job, and people I that neghborhood were beginning
to come to me when they hyd anythmg they thought a surgeon
could fix. Most of them being poar working peopk, my fees
avereged sbout 2 dollar and & half snd very often the padent
coukd pay me nothing st all. A boy mamed Jiormy O'Connor
wis one of the ktrer kand.

Jimmy went tresprmng Into the stockyards cne night and
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wts gbout seventeen years old, He was a fearful sght. Hn
nght arm was completely severed near the elbow there wm
nothing to do shout It except clean the stump and sew it op.
The left atm was & dangling mss of sphntered bone and
crushed, hicersted timues. Both the forearm bones, the radios
and the wns, were shattcred. Jagged pieces and even parts of
the whole bones were sicking oot through the fesh. T worked
pracucally all mght on thar arm, trving to get it claned up,
dang what it now known sy a debridernent, 1 plucked out the
loase splmters, removed the crushed omres a3 far as possible,
ded off the ruptured blood vessels end put on & large dresung
and ¢ tplnt. He st} had seommon in bn fingers, o I Yoew
the nerves were not destroyed.

In che mommung, 1 had m X-ray made and took it op to my
cheef who came down snd looked at the left arm while 1
dressed It

“Well, Maggw,” Dr Schroeder said, “you might a3 well take
the amm off now becsse you'l have to take Jr off soomer of
tarer”

Dr Schroeder to my mind was ont of the grestest surgeon?

that boy tying on the table, and realized be would be perfectly
helplens if he lost both his arma, something rose op inslde me-
It was noc jum svmparhy for the patient. That left arm was
to me # challenge It didnt mawer to me whar Dr Schroedps
thooght and of course n didnt marter onc parncle that 1 was
never going to gee pud o permy for whatcver [ was shle to
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do. I wanted thet boy to have e arm and, mere mmpormnt,
I thought there wes & chance that I could fix one for him,

“Dr Schroeder” I sard, “I1d Hke to try every poxible way
to save the arm.”

Dr Schroeder Jooked ar me. He knew me well enough by
this ome to realize that if he hed refused his permdwon, that
wotld only have made me all the more determined to go shead
with it He shrogged his shoulders. “All right, you can wuaste
your own ume if you want to but it i a waste of tume.”

I thanked lnm polrtely

It took almost e year to get Jommy O'Coanor's srm Into
mmble shape. Before I was through, I had done a full-length
bone graft on the rudms, from the upper third clear down o
the wrnt joint. Not only was it the first bone graft ever done
at Wesley Hospltl, but nobody hed ever known before that
@ bone fastened st jost ane end would grow I pude the graft
out of a pkce of bone sbomt the thicknes of a mms Fde
finger which I carved from the face of onc of Jimmy’s shims.
1 morthed ft mto his forcarm, screwed it in place with wary
screws and got a firm firstion, and it took. I wont go into all
the detalls now buat when that boy fimally walked oot of that
hospital, he was able to do 2 lot of thmgs with hist srm, melnd-
ing wiclding a chleb, so It wus pomible for him w eamn «
Biving dnving siees m the stockyards, which be did for many
yean.

From the time I was u Hittle boy I had e tremendow canonty
to sce things and do thungs, and always on my own, never s
ons of the crowd, And ahwsyy, o3 far beck & I can remember,
when 1 wanted to do s thing snd considered it wnthin my
capabilines, and they mud *You an'y” thet just made me
doubly determined to do it. On quite a few occssions in my
hfe thus suff-necked srttude hzs made people mad. My enemues
heve called me everything from “that subbom so-end-s0” to
names mmoch less complimentary My friends have built up o
repatanon for me that [ em a fighter As a matrer of fect, [
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never wit o fighter for the sake of & fight. Bur I got into a
few anyhow

At the end of World War Il In 1945 after T had practiced
sargery in Chleago for thirty-seven years [ wos really srting
prenty profesionally and just ebout every other way So I
starred chinking about the hundreds of o ds of ded
and sick fighting men who were coming back from the thestens
of war As soon 13 they wese mustered out, the Army and
Navy would no longer be responsible for them, They would
be tumed over to the Vereruns Admindstration, amd 1 knew
that the VA Medical Departoent was s scandalons mess of
baresucracy and outrageomly poor medscal care. I thonghe |
knew a way to ger those boys decent oestment. Word of my
inrerest got to General Omar Bradley snd he ttked me to come
to Wahingon t belp tum reform the VA medical program.
A frend of mms came out 1o see me on our farm west of
Chicago.

“Youd be an awful fool to go down there,” he sid, “Those
bureaneran will make mmeement of you.”

1 never did know whether my friend reslly meant what he
sd or jost wanted to throw & gruntke down tw me. [ think
It wus the laer He undentood me pretry well

“Lasten,” 1 sud, “theres o Jot of soldiers and saflors that need
somebody to go down there and do something for them
Genenal Bradley seems to think Im the man for the job. 1f
I can ger & setup that vall make ko posslble for me to sccam-
plish snything, t m gomg ”

The auth 11, 1 felc 1 couldnt sleep nights of I didn't go.
So that wis bow [ gt into ont fight, and It really wa a fight.
It lawed five years. It made a Sor of headimes, the biggest of
which wat when the burerucran finlly got me fired from my
job 18 Cluef Aledical Director of the VA. By then the fight
was already won, excepe that the fight eguinst bureavcracy and
bureaucrane thinlang 1 never won.

Youve got to keep on fighting them ond fighting thent, 1
don t fike bureancracy That s no secret.
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How I got the way I am, I dan ¢ know Msybe the condifon
was congenital. My mother used to declsre that when I was
born (she had me on her own bed st home under 2 sheet, s
any self respectmg womn had her baties In those Victorian
days) I wounldnt even let the doctor spank me to starr me
breathmg

“Ne, tir,* she sud, “when you came out from under that
sheet you were already luching end hollering *

I was the second of four children. The oldest, my brother
Marl, was three years my semor My mster Louse came slong
two years after me and the knt wes Ruth, five years behmd
Loue,

My futher was born In Sweden, orphaned there s3 & child,
and brought to &« Mimesot prane farm by his guardians when
he was twelve years old By the tme he wus fifteen, he had
quit school and the farm to work in the generdl store in the
fitde town of Arwater forty miles west of Mmnespolis. My
mother was ¢ descendant of early Scottsh sod Englsh settlers
In Peonsylvanis. She was & schoolteacher in her home com-
mumity and when an uncle of hers went oot to Mmmnesot e
= contractar helping pat through the Great Northern Rallroad
Line, she came with hun and tavght school. My father by ths
tume wus keepuing sccomts for the genenl store. Somchow
those two young people met, somethmg sparked between them
and they were married. Shortly afterwards, Father was offered
a job with a firm of gran deless in Mmnespolls, and they
moved to that city He was & soccess from the start, and smong
ather things worked oot # system of eccounting that was
stundard m the highly comphcated gram bosiness until the
development of sutormanc bookkeeping machinery many yrars
later By 1884, he was well enongh establshed to build 2 six
room house In the suburb called Merriam Park, sbout halfway
between St Paul snd Afimmeapolls, and there 1 was bom on
June 14 of that sme year

I remember very well the day I decsded what I was going
to be in life. I can even date it pretty accurstely ]twn!)u[st'
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s few days afeer Ruth was born, an event which interested me
enormomly because for some childnh reason 1 hed been pester
mg my mother to bring me & new baby sister and pow sha
hed doae just enmctly that. The year wes 1891 and I was 2
rether runty and obstrepercus seven.

My parents were determened that both their sons sheald
fave the hinet profeswona] mummg Mark was to becomt an
enpneer which In fact he drd, As for me, my very religions
mother at fist thonght §t would be nice if hude Paul were to
wind up #s & minster in the Presbyterian church. The worthy
soubs in some congregation somewhere have no idea how hacky
they've been that it didn ¢ tarn out that way

On this parncubar day Mother was in the downstairs bed-
room, and she was mnhappy She had developed s very com-
mon post partum comphcation, m abscess of the bresst. AL
thoogh she did not compkin vocally the hnes on her forthead
and the struned expresson of her frce disturbed me terribly
I have always hated to see anyone suffesing and she looked
e,

My father was at his office, Mark woy away somewhere, md
althoogh Loutse was around, she was of counse only five years
old. Where the tured gurl was, 1 don't know 1 felt u great welght
of resporsiinlity on me. 1 must have gone to the front window
torenty tmes to see if the family doctor was coming At st
1 besrd the wheels of her buggy scraping 11 our drivevway
and ran to let her 1, Yes, “her” Dr Mary Hood, from Boston,
onc of the eady women physicrans in Amenca, had ber practice
in Mumneapols and rock care of all of us end! we were grown.
Like any other doctur she had a black bag bulging with medi-
cine, instruments and dresings, and she soclled of phenol
1 followed her mro my mother’s room and sood in the door
while the cxemuned the sbscese She took some insroments
out of her bag carried them to the kitchen and putr them h
1 pot on the sove 1o Doll When she returmed to Mothers
room, I was ®ill agping along after her She hid the sterilzed
instruments out neatly in g row on a clean towel on the bed
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fnde table, and tomed to look st me, where I stood m the
doar

“Are you the man in the family today?” she sud

I answered, “Yes, I am.”

“Then you can belp,” she sald.

T went over to the bed she lunded me an cnameled basin
end showed me where to hold it, aguinst my mother’s breas,
just benesth the mftamned area, I held jt there while, with ed-
minble precidon and the uumost gentlenews, she opened the
abscesy. [ can sull see the gmhing of the pos.

Why this formed e fatcinedon for a boy of seven I wonddnt
know but it did I hesrd my mother’s dgh of rellef and s
the look of pan dssppear from her face. The thought in my
mund was that hero was s person who fn one stroke relieved
someone of terrific pain and made her comforable, and that
1t st be wonderfol to have someone look st you with deep
gruttude, i my mother was looking at Dr Hood. I was im-
pressed by the responsibility Dr Hood took upon henself snd
how my mother depended on her skill and judgment and I
thought what o great man I would feel if people cver depended
on my skill and judgment In that way That was when I made
upmy mund I was going to be e doctar

I ook to carrying strips of torn Iinen and gaze for bandages
In my pocket, and 2 pair of blont-nosed bendsge schsory,
hoping I'd come on somebody hurt so I could fix them up.
Not often belng thet lncky I imposed on my mster Louis,
who was very padent with me snd would st far an hear st
1 ume with her shoo off holding out her leg in I long bleck
ribbed stocking while I trred different wavs of bandaging her
foot, ankle and knec. And I was a willing nuremid to Iitie
Ruth tn vecation timey wntil she was pretry well grown. Aocher
used to dres her m the moming and my to me, “Now Paul,
you begged for her sa you must trke care of heri™ T suppose
& good many boys wonld have heted ther. Noc me. Without
protest 1 would put Ruth in her wicker carriage or, when she
wys & bit older, in my red expresy wagon, and ride her ground
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our grownds and up and down our sueer untl she shopld have
had cotns on her fittde bottom,

Of course, bemg a child, I did not stick to M medical am-
bidon wnswernngly There was guite a period when T thonght
1 mght be s jockey But AMother who tpole of Mark 13 “our
furare engineer ™ called me “our bede doctor™ and that helped
to keep the idea alive, afthough there were tmes when no
oae excepe me would have predicted that I woald ever make
o lnto medscine,

Qur small family was pretty comfortably off Merrfam Park
dunting the years of onr growing up was 2 plesantly countrified
suburban town Our house stood on a good g prece of ground,
with plenty of room to the side 13 well as out back, where
the stable war. We always tnd hooes snd sometimes cows
There was o garden there where we raised most of our own
vepettbles, raspberries and gooseberdes and far Concord grupes
from which my mother med to make the commumon wine
for the Preshyterum church, being careful to hest the juice to
make sore st didn t ferment,

The bote yself was comtructed endrely of wood, as every
thing sround there w3, in those great dayx of the Mmoeson
lumber industry I suppose there was more ciear white pine
in fr than you would find in fifty howas nowadavs. As we
Uds came slong and Father's busmes prospered, it grew mto
2 thirteen room house, sprawling and disyolnted &3 many bowses
were at that period when people left most of the archrectunal
details to the carpenter Howerer 1t was extremely comfortable,
with 3 formal parlar that nobody ever used, o bog living room
thet cverybody used, end « grest dark, sweet smelling Lirchen
presded over by my mother and the hired mrl

Tt would be herd to gmagine o phoe or a set of drcume
sances berter soned to mising a famfly of hehthy welk
sdjurted young people, It came out jus that way wath my
brother Mark. He wat » bnliunt stodent, 3 donful child and
a very popular bay Ruth, st che other end of the panade, wis
wlways greganom and cheerful, nothing ever got her down or
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mzde her gloomy But Louke snd I, in the middle, always
scemed to be 2t crom-purposes with the workd ax it was made,
We were constantly getting Into rrouhle; st Jeast [ was, becanse
I had a much grester cpacity for downg thingy that were
sgunst the rules than she did. Loube’s rok was that of my
intemsely loyal supporter Pmsmomately homest by mature, she
would e ber head off on my behalf if necemary She becked
me in ol my fights, snd 1 got mto plenty with my parentx,
my teschers and of courmse with other boyn There was one
occswon when & boy had challenged me and 1 was getng
ready to go down snd meet him behind the grocery stare.
Loufse wouldn t let me go until she had exsmined me to male
sure my belt was tight and my shurt loose, and had got me to
change from my regular boots fnto basketball shoes. And if 1t
hedo't been for Louse dtung behmd me in oar high school
hntory clam, I never would have pessed the course.

Disciplne didnt work with me. My athrude was that a
pemson could kesd me anywhere with love, nnderstanding and
logic, but nobody was gowng to make me do snythng I would
not obey rules rales were for the common herd, not for me.
I dnkled schoo! and wes a poor student, mamly becamwo the
tescher told vy wint to stody and I wanted to mle m)y own
decruon on that a5 on everything ehe. The mme was true about
team sporty they involved othery, and 1 couldn’t contro! all
the others, so I ddn £ play

My atdtode towards fise fights with other boys was equally
out of tune with the popular rdexs I got into plenty of them,
because 1 had & bigger month than [ needed, and osmlly sid
too much and muny thnes noc in a pleasant way I never backed
out of a fight, but once In one, I conld not brmg myself to land
the final devastating punch even when I had the chance. The
crudng of imjury never sppealed to me. The sight of pain
alvays eromed In me & dedre to reheve it, not aggravare i
Thrs was why when 1 was studying medicne, [ stayed away
from obsretrics at that ame we bad po effectrve way of exung the
Ppains of childrth.
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My mother was one of the most pontrve-mmded people I
ever keew Smmll and pretey sohdh bakr, she was 2 trolr rock-
ribbed Presbvtennn. To ber there was alwavs onlv one v
0 do a thirg oae truth, one oght. She befeved cvery word
of the Bible Svndsy was Sundse & div on whreh we were
never allowed w tzke part m any grmes or fnvolows enter-
tnnment — o this verv mament, if I ket aybodv persuade
ot D O o 2 movie on ¢ Sundsy I am domg something that
int nght m mv own mmd And she wis surc there was oo
sm warse thm akmg 2 dmk,

Yer, for 20l ber ponnveness, she wis one of the most deeply
charzable mdividmls [ have ever known, conmmmit belpmg
people 1n troable. e nsed to sav she was uterested in three
Cs—Church, Children and Charry She was the soul of
kmdoest ro all of us, md prmcubirly o me, becamse I needed
more undenstanding than the others. She exeroned the mast
profornd and Listng mieence on my Life and wavs of tunkng
1 regzrded ber with the deepest affectron

I remember very pogmanthy a2 beaunful =il buwsh of purple
Blrc thar grew st the comer of our bowse at onc end of the
vermds. When I bnd done somethmg VMother conudered wrong
she used 10 command e, more m sarrow tham m soger

“Panl, go to the Klsc bash*

She mant I was to ke o kmfe and cut 2 swuch far my
oun chrurement 1 alaavs brooghr beel the denderer tug
I could fnd, end she pever swiched me very hand. I nerer
resented her punshing 1 durmyg snd after my pmshment

d'nnbn(j disobedienr

I kept oghr en Wﬂg"’“
Asfarmy{mh:n* " «.Hehdalt "Te was
verr den, mmd dressed a-nde
clothes which cost wore a higt collar
et afeer moramyg our ~
wr x he into
ad M Frav mo
s took the
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We wed to see him comung along the board ndewalk, traled by
# cloud of cigar smokw, and always smiling Superficlally at least
pothing ever scemed to bother him, opecially snythmg he
couldn ¢ correct. If it ralned on a day we had planned to dave
to Mumnehahs Falls fn the surrey for a pienle, 1t rained. If the
thermometer hit 100 m the summer or 40 below I the wanter
then that s what it did. This settnde used to annoy my mother,
who felt that if a thimg was ¢ calamity m ber mind, 1t onght to be
a calimity to everybody che.

One day when I was still quite small, word got back to our
house by the nerghborhood grapenne that o downtown bank of
which Pspa was a director had failed. Mother took ws children
aside snd sud, “Now you try to belave yourselves when Papa
comes bome tonght. He'll be awfully upset.”

But when at hrs regular time he hove mto view on oor sreet,
he scemed the mme o3 woal He came sauntermg along with hrs
hands In his pockens, smling and wimstling 2 tune.

“Papal” Mother cried out, “you don't seem very womned.
Dont you know what bappened roday?”

He looked up to where she stood at the top of the front
Hrps

“Yep. Bank busted. Supper resdy?™

1 will never forget my mother s look of exssperation.

In the cverungs when supper was over he always took up his
posinen in an old-fashioned platform rocker at the dde of the
ltving room, ntnng up suffly in his formal business eutr, complete
with wabtcoat, watch fob snd suff wing collar He hed books
plled around him on tables snd sat there somenmes until one or
two o clock m the maming with 2 agar between b teeth, smok
ing Incemntly and so absorbed mn s readiog that we kads could
be raming the very dewil and hsy wife speak to hum aboar some-
thmg thar scemed nrgent to her and none of it got through to
him.

Sometrmes my mocher after trying to sttract his arrention,
burst our: *Papa! You didn ¢ hear & word 1 said!”
That “Papal™ with a litth emphasns en ft umally penetrated hiy
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mund, and he would grunt, look up mmd sy “Were vou speaking
to me?™

“Yet, § am speakang to you,” she replied with & digh of annoy
ance, “but it doesn ¢ do any good.”

On the other hand, 1f he found some pamage in his book that
struck his fency he would give & thout of delght: *“Listen to
thiz, AMama, Bisten to thist™ And without wanng for sn smwer
even thaugh she was dozing m her bag char by the window he
would read iz right out.

He read every book be conld lay his hands on that wonld grve
him a rounded knowledge snd a clearer comprehension of the
world 23 1t exsited  fiction, hisory blography philosophy geog-
mephy economes, With slmost no formal schooling he was un-
doubtedly the best-educated man wath whom I have enjoyed
intimate contsct,

His skender strughe figure barneaded In the chair in the eve
ning b 2 racher appeabing pleture to me now but 1t wasa ¢ dhen
1 regarded hum a3 little mote than wnother prece of furmitore, with
which 1 had n6 communication. T wanted hum to notice me, md
he never did except when I had done something that required
him to discipline me. He usually showed his annoyance by pinch-
Sngmy-ch}ndmrpruing}ymmg}mdt.bmlw)mm
xmenable to dudplme.

So I went my own way and did what [ liked. I surely would
have been ponon to your modern *progresmve” teachers who
want chuldren to conform and adapt themmelves to what n cafled
“the group ™ Well, I never heard of “the gromp” being elected
Presdent or saning the hfe of 1 sick man on the operating bk

In school, besides not studying 1 sarted In fint grade to
am 2 rputation a3 the offichl bad boy snd puller of pranks,
end thereafoer was often honored by beng blimed for other
boys' scts of mmchicf This festure of my career buil up @
& chmax anc day when Jimmy Dickey the boy with whom
I pliyed more than any other committed an act of mischief
and got caught at it, The teacher came down the aisle, stood
between oy, end sad
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“Jumes Dickey 1 would have expected dur of Psul Mag
nuwson, but I never wonld have axpected it of you”

My reaction, and to this day I remember fr, was to look up
at her coldly while I said under my breath,

“T'll show you, you old witch, before I get through!”

And 1 did. More than 1 dozen years later when [ way given
an honarary sward at the Univensity of Pennsytvanis Mediaal
School, I asked my father to go down to the school and tell
Mise Ausun ebont 1t

Onc thing my family did epprove of in me was that T always
worked on Saturdays snd dunng vacetons from the tme I
wis big erough to carry s besker of grocena Bot I didnt
always tell them what Job I had Ope was st the Sote Fair
Grounds about three miles from our house, taking tickets at
the race mack, Another was occanonally mbering on Saturday
afternoons at the Merropolinn Opern Home m Se. Panl, which
‘w3 & typical Amerkean thester of those days, presentmg toar
Ing companies m plrys and vaudeville. I sw Wikon Laclaye
there, E. H. Sothern and Jol: Mardowe, Mande Adsms and
the wonderfully funny Ssm Bernard. I had that job a whale
year before Mocher found ot about i,

Mother was convinced that everybody ar the race track was
tongh end everybody on the stuge immoril, The sole exception
to the latter m ber nond, was & big fat femle comm of my
father's who Lved with us for a while snd who war sn opena
dnger of sorty. She used to practice her scaks deafeningly in
our house hour efter hour, with the result that for years I was
soured on opers. Onc of my dutwes was ro help her tglten
her stays, 1 would put my foot on her broad corseted rear
and pall end pull on the corser strings, every now end then
uking 1 French bight to Lkeep them from sipping until ber
liver must have been squeered compketely out of shape. In
after years, whenever | saw a liver like that m ¢ woman [ was
operaung on, with a deep indentatton in one slde where the
whalebone had compremed it, I thought of that big Swedkh
nighdngale.
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What I really loved was cverything to do with horses — nding
them, dnving them, anng for them. la our suble, Vark wsed
to polsh the harness, while 1 curned the ammab. One way
ar another 1 always managed to bave the use of a horse from
the ome 1 was big encugh to chmb into & mddle. Mt favonre
costume was 1 bhue shirt, tight pang stuffed into fulllength
riding boots and a plamtman s hat - pot one of those ten-gaifon
things ouc tces on televmon, but ¢ round-brmmed felt hat
such a3 the real cowboys wort In those days when the Wild
Wet was 2 very lively fact thar exised not too far bevond
where we lived,

‘When | was thirteen, { bought my own pony with moacy
1 had eammed. He was bhalf thoroughbred and half Alorgen,
sbout fifteen hands high and foll of spint, and he had o Roman
nost, His name wes Jimmy He was ¢ stubbomn little desil,
bur he could ungle-foot faster than sny home ho size I ever
knewr My bow he could go! He could whip almost anything
1 cver saw off the race track. And T tad hum on the track once
or twce.

The first tme [ ever mw Jimmy 1 was out on 5. Anthony
Avenue delivening handbills for the charchy 1 was ¢ the top
of the hill end his owner was riding him up rowards me, snd
I warched them come. When they were near 1 ran out in the
road and empped them and wid, “Do you want to sell that poay?”

The man snd, “Yes, sure. Um just mbang him down to winzer
him.” He looked down at me. In those deys 1 was pretty
smll “T doo ¢ thmk you can handle him,” he sid.

“Ofy I cane, cant 13" [ sdd. “Get off him and [l get oa wnd
we'll find our”

So I got on the pony and worked him a licde. He put up
1 Brile resstance at first but 1 showed him and the mun | conld
handle bum. 1 am connnced thar thar pooy knew I Joved
hum nght then snd there. 1 asked the man if he would let me
take lum to show ro my father He agreed, and I wm out
in front of the hoost mtting on the pony that svening ar 6 30
when Futher came home from his office.



RING THE NIGHT BELL 17

He strolled up slongside and said, *VWVell, wiat s this?™

“Can I bave him?™ I said.

“Have you got enovgh money to pay for himp”

*Yes,  ave”

He walked sround and looked Jimmy in the face snd sdde
ways and mid, “Hes got a Roman nose. You'll have trouble
with him.”

“No, I won t,” I aid.

“I theok yoo will”

“No. He Iikes me and I like him.®

“Well, then, if you want him, why dont you buy him?*
my father said,

That is what I did,

I pad the man thirty four dollars for Jimmy and he was
just as difficukt to handke s my father had predicted, for every
body except me, He was my home, md everybody knew
One time he devcloped o shoe-boil, the pun of which didn't
fmprove ho dispositson, snd nobody including the vet, dared
enter hes sl Jimmy allowed me t come in without protest.
He let me lance thee boll When he felr the knife, knowing
was | who was daing this to him, he never lifted a hoof or
moved hs head he just stood trembling

Until I went off to mediaul school Jimmy and 1 were in-
scpanable. He took me ol over town. I remember particuhardy
the pext summer which wes 1898 when I was jost pat my
fourteenth barthday mding bum oat north on Clevelind Avenne
to Fort Saclling, oa the St. Paul side of the river to show lum
off to the contmgenrs of soldiers camped there on thelr way
o fight the Spmnfards. They were mostly Westerners of the
type who made wp Colonc! Rooseveit’s Roogh Riders, and
they proved to me they really knew borseflesh, became they
never had anythng bat pratse for Jhomty

1 wed to dde lum out on the pralrle wat of town, galloping
Eke the wind or just hacking slong the two of uvs alons under
dxukycxcqxfor-blrdormmdmocﬂdom]gupbuur

t 1 wouold di and smare a gopher,
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wsmng 2 method 1 had employed since 1 had been ald enough
to get out there on foot. This was to drape & noose arownd
2 gopher bole snd fie 10 wax fat on my womuch m the grest
aght or ten feet away unnl the antmal popped up. Then I
would give u sharp yank on the cord, snd that was the end
of Mr Gopber Thu land of honting was conndered all right,
the gopher being a pest in that comntry but some of my
mother's good ladies at the church wonld have been homfied
if they had kuown that I habwtuslly hronght the carcass beck
to our barn and very crefully disected o to see what had
made the anumal functon. 1 honestly wanted to know and did
my best to understand. 1 studied the organs and themes really
closely and 1 think ths pnmidve do-it yourself coarse in
biology tanght me more about the srrangement of chings I
s mammal, snd bow the vapous tsues sct when onc tdes to
cut or slice or peel them, than | conld ever bave learned m a class-
room.

1 reafize now that my perents were probably much mere
undersandmg of me than 1 gave them credic for They never
serhomly opposed me m undertakings thar showed self rehance,
lile the trme I bought Jimmy Of all the many notes 1 brought
home trom school sbout my condoct, the one for which I
wamt scokded mud “Paal b inclined 10 take things wo much
mio his own hands” I tunk my rea} troubls was thar 1 didoe
want o be & child, subject 1o the revnctions that applied
children. | wanted o be grown up and be & doctor And I
wlways had perfect faith in myself in any simation. How conld
1 fad? There was no chance of fallure. [ was me/ Call this
strirode mﬁztedtgoum,mm!emnry complex, or what you
will, the thorvughgoing kabit of mdepend in thought sod
sction which § developed b something 1 cant say 1 am sorry
sbout — particulardy in these days of the regimentation of slmost
everything and everybody




Chapter Two

MY aoousTr moe’T Darove with the spprosch of
rdolescence. If I didn't Eke whstever I was involved in, I mid
50 and wsmlly walked out. Once I scrmlly walked back from
1 canoe tmp deep in the north woods near the Canadmn border
It way quite & wall,

Our camping party contisted of the pastor of our charch,
Mr. McLeod, a fine srurdy fellow who had been s gresr boxer
and athlete at Princeton and whose scomons were real thon-
derer our Sunday school supermtendent, Mr Douty and s
other boy and myself I was fourteen years old Equipped with
two birchberk canoes and soveral hundred pounds of supphes
amd gear we set out to navigee the Vermilion River m northern
Minnesots northwards towards Canada.

Everything would have been fine, except that &t was July
and that o the wrong month to be m thase woods. When we
got to our starting pomnt on Lake Vermilon near & lumber
cxmyp, jt had been raiming for dayx, end it never sopped The
fist day on the dver wo move & hole m oot of the canoes,
and had to try to mend It with wet parch, which was not my
idea of a recratoml punuit. Our tents were only alighty
waterproof, and the ground was so sturared with min we
couldn't have got dry savhow The mosqutoes came in clonds,
In Avgust the night frosts keep them in checl, but in Jaly —
I hed aever scen them ¢o thick end hungry We had no way of
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with an upset stomach resultmg from being too tired and esting
too much, bt if I'd had it to do over sgun, 1d have done the
wme,

Speaking of esting my mother wes an excellent cook, md
w0 it thac the hired g was, too. They did me the frvor
of lettng me try my hand st cookng sometimes. T still Ske to
cook. There was one point when 1 developed & huge appette
for cream puffs wnd chadotre rowe. Not having any moncy
to buy them, | decrded to make my own Thus was 2 perod
when we had Jersey cows, 3o thers waa pleaty of cresm svail-
tble free. My cream puffs may not have looked very fancy
bur they tasted better than any you coold boy- they were
filled with really rich whipped cream flavored with vanilis snd
the crust was good and pufiy As for my charlotte romes, they
were complete in every detail except for the marsschino cherry
on top.

The food in cur house was alvays ample and always deliclons.
On Satarday night we tad baked bemt w regularly s clock
work, and they had been baked since Friday night in cor coal
wove with plenty of pork md molames. If they weren't browm,
they warnt good. In the moming before lexving for school
we had bacon and eggy and whear cakes doused in maple
syrup my father hud slrpped to w from Vermont in gallon
wm. Those whest cakes were cooked on a greas big fron griddls
which mretched 1crom two holes In the top of the range and
conld supply » family of four hmngry youngsters ss fat m
they conld est,

My father innsed that we have a complete medical and
dental cxaminstion st lesst twnce @ year whether we needed
it or not. I am ceream thr Dr Hood coasidered him o crank

mimls and ehe never could find anything wrong with ox.
Father would never allow 1 to by candy at the corner store,
becanse it was colored end therefore pmst hrve some dve 5o
it which be was sure was not heakhy Oun the other band, he
took the positon thar homemade fudge snd pull eandy were
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all rght, because they were made of good sogar snd butrer
and chocolete, end did not have dye m them.

I have to laegh now when I thmk of his own health habits,
When petents have ssked me, “Doctor how much cxercrse
should T tke? How much coffec should I dunk? How moch
am | allowed to smoke?” I have bemn compelled to answer
*“1 don't know I doat know what you can stand or what b
good for yoo”

Then I'd tell them about my father who never cxercised,
Er one dgar from another drank elght or ten cups of coffee
& day was nover sick In bed in his hfe and died at dghty-nme.

Orne very somd costom ho did have. Every day t noontime,
he sat down at « able in & very nice restanrant in the Guarnice
and Loan Bulldmg in Minneapolls, and had a good hot hnch
served to him st a kelsurely pace by o walter who knew how
to serve, The mble was atways lild wnth a whrte tablecloth,
and he had a bug finen napln w spread scrom his knees.
Never did I know hm to grab a bits to cat st a lonch connter
s s0 many people do he would mther have gone without food
entirely Maybe that's a Helpful Health Hint,

There was eoc thing my father conldn't abide, though, and
that was the marks I got in school I just didn't sex the con-
nection between the stuff they were giving me In high school
end & future 1n medicine. The results, apechlly when I had
to take exsminstrom, were sad. Father wed to tutor me doring
vacations, hour after hour it scemed to me interminsbly He
weas determmed to make me learn, Ho simply wasnt going to
bave & s0n of hn failing m school

The only high school activicy [ enjoyed at all was the
dramutic clob, and I went unto that a3 2n excme for not gaing
out for football and baskethnll. I am ctermally gratefal o it
becase it was through the dramate clob that 1 found my gl

It tarned out thae I had a definlte flair for scting: I have
docovered since that there B a falr amomt of ham In most
surgeons, especully teschens of surgery At that point I hsd
Just got my growth all of a sudden, and at the mme tume my
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axsembly hall, where we mave our playw

The performance that year was to be The Riowls and T tad
the role of Sir Anthony Absohute. About & dozen girs had
tred our for the part of Lydia Langush, end by far the best

tad
refused the part, claiming it was 100 minch for her She wat
s new girl in school, her prrent having moved to St Padd
during the summer from Cncinnarl She lived fn the

1 knew was called voike very dainty with a Tnle embrodery
or kace at her throst end wriste. Her hair was a lovely soft
brown, parced in the middle and wavy She was perfectdy posed
end looked «t me with obvious smusement #3 | came roshing
up 1o her

“Why won t you play Lvdia Languish?” I demanded,

She boghed st me. “Just became] Bendes, 1 told the drv-
matics eeacher I woalda v

“You havent aswered my qoesson Why wont you ke
the pary”

“f couldn t do §t well, that’s why

“Oh, yes, you can'™ 1 wid. “Youre mde for jr. Yoo know
you are”

Shie shook her head. “Oh, no, P'm not.”

“Are you sfraid of 577 I sald,
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She had s pretty well-developed chin, and T conld see #t
come forward at that. “I certainly em pot afreld,” she said.
Then the other girks started worlang on her tellmg her how
good she wonld be, and whaet a thdll they would all get If the
did ft, and T kept on spplylng my bast mles techniqnes, bully
ing her a Irttle bit, plesding a lirtle bir and relling ber with my
eyes that / Paul Megroson, wanted her to do i, and all of u
sudden she mid “All right,” and went beck up with me to
where the dramatics tescher was waiting
My son stll bas 2 photogreph of her fn her costume s
Lydia. When [ look et 5, I sm doubly rure thet my drumete
jodgment then, at the age of fifteen, was emirely sound. She
wes made for the part. It soited her aactly end she saited it

The school play was s delight to me. We worked hard,
rehearsed for hours, and thought we were the greatest band of
Thesphans who cver trod the boards. Qur sympathetic audience
of studenns and parents on the night of the performnce bol-
mered this noton by gving w los of apphme On top of
that, enother boy and | made quite a respectable sum of moncy
on the sde. My pertner, Juk Hannaford, wes the son of the
wice-president of the Northern Prafic Railway between s we
nibed twenty five dollars capuml, with which we bonght the
program concession, agreeing to furnish five hundred copees
for the mghr of the phy Then we went out every day after
school and sold advertsmg space o the local merchanx We
made nearly two hundred dolhans apicce 1n two weeks, which
was pretty good for s couple of kids after school; and Jule
and 1 carried on that Binle busines enterprise, for dramatic
club shows snd athktic event, until he went to Yale eod I
to the Univeruty of Mmnesots.

From thar dme on, Ahce and I alwmys scemed to have m
understanding  Even in those days, I thunk, she knew me betrer
psychalogically than amyone else did. She never did anything o
{rrimte me, bat always made me feel strong and capeble. Whero
others were atways oylng to knocl down my ego, the did
cverythlng she could to build 1t up.
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She even got tloog with my pony Jimmy I had broken
him to harness on the race track out xt the Almnesota State
Fair Grounds about three miles away from our hoose, using 1
two-wheeled cart, I drove him with 2 bike wagon. Jimmy and
Alice and T were 2 complete trio. He stood out in froot of her
howe every evening [ could get away the reins tied to the
Hamone' fence because the ordinscy weghe would pever keep
tum from going somewhere ebe if he wanred 0. Of conne
1l the neighbors knew what time I had left there in the evening,
because they could look out thar windows and see If Jimmy
and the bicycle wagon were gone, The fint few months of
thes, Alices famdy probably thought jr wes ooly s pasiog
phase in their daughters life, but one evemng when 1 arrived,
thert was & brand-new granite hitching poxt in front of thelr
gare, and Mr Hatton standmg beside .

“Prul” te sad, “T've had this pot in especially for you”

“Why thank you, sir ™ 1 said.

“Don’t thank me,” sud Mr Hasson. “It was enher pmt bn
this hirching post, or bave that Roman-posed horse of vouns
pell my fence op by the roon!”

1 will pever forget one drive we took, becxmse of what K
showed about Ahce, Jimmy had one really bad tra: somebady
had beaten hum around the bead a1 some point In hiy Hfe
and n consequence he was terribly shy of smyone holding «
wick. Let hum catch sight of » man with a canc or 3 woaun
wich an umbrells, and he would lght out and go, in spits of
mything you conld do. We hasd notlng bur dirt rosds in
those days, nd few automobules, so 1 usoally just Jer bim rum
unnl be was tired. One day when Alice #nd 1 were out daving
we camne to some internrban car tracks where a crosmng had
been torn up, end 2 man came out and waved o fig on the end
of & stick at o1, Jimmy tumed st nght angles and stared to
rum away between the wracks, with the bike wegon bouncing
erszily over the tiex. | got o grip on those rens and sawed and
faoled with every omce of my sength. | wes thoroughly
scared, but Afice pever uttered o sonnd or made a move to
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grab the [nes. She just sat there s though there were nothing
in the world to warry about. After I got the horse stopped, 1
mald, “You didn t scresm — weren't you scared?™

*Well, if T wat,” she sald, “there wemt eny we confixing
the ksoe. You had all you could do to keep the home between
the tracks sy ot wa”

She wax atways Hke that, never mvng displays of emodon
that might distract me from what I was doing She never dd
any gcreamng  never looked for trouble, She just faced what
ever came without unnecemary exchimations.

Wo were a palr We lnew ht and cverybody ebe knew it,
At the end of our junior yoar my father mked my mother
and o children if wed like to make a trp to Boffalo and beck
on & grain boat the fint two weels efter school. Of counse
we saxd we'd be tickled, and of counc Alice was inclnded too,
without any queston she wms comudered a member of our
femily Thet grain-bost trip was quite a thmg in those dayx
The ships carried gram from Duluth to Buffabo snd retumed
Josded with coal, but you wounld never have guesed ic from
the cabing, which lnd been fixed up for officlak of the shuppmg
lne and thelr friends When 1 my “fixed up,” 1 memn they
had all! the Gay Ninctet lmxury anyonc could imsgine, melod-
Ing @ wine cellar which of course we couldn't tooch In view
of Mocher s feelingy about alcohol.

It wat a fine excurtion m good weather all the way The
only trouble was that Alice wasn't very well She had hed a
sencs of quinsy sore throsty some time before, probably what
wo would call “strep™ throats nowadayx, and was pretry well
dregged down in beslth. Akhough the trip gave ber a chance
to rest # firtle she was still thin end peaked when we got back.
We all took the train down from Duluth. My family got off
st Alinneapols, and Alice and I went an to the end of the
En¢ in St. Paul

At the railroad stton I picked out & heck with a pretty
good team of horses snd we starced towards ber howe about
two mules up the hill It wws one of those diys when you
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know & storm b coming, becrue the tir o ominots. The rosd
goauplbugnbpcmdmmdnhhﬁuﬂcdDuymnthﬁ
where there it a bridge called the High Brodge, over the
Misanippi River. Near the top of it thie sorm bant on o
I had been in worms before and I have been m plenry since,
bat never one like that, Hitung us head-on, ft stopped those
hotses D6 & bnck wall. ‘The carrisge started rockmg beck
and forth in teerrfic wind. 1 thonght it was gomng to upset sy
mote, My one thought wes that I fiud to ger Afice out of
there. 1 shoved the door open, grabbed ber m my arms and
carned her up the steps of e nesrby howse. 1 pounded on the
door and rang the doorbell unmi 2 mee~lookmg young womsn
appeared, | deposired Alice with ber then ran back to clowe
the carmage door The wmd caoght me and I had to grab s
poat to keep from belng blown away It was an odd thing
the drver sat on his box through afl of thy and the hornssy
sood their ground. The carmge mrust have been sheltered by
tho bluff or it would have been blown clar mto the river
the wind carried away two whole spans of High Bndge.

Evermally after o was over we gor Alice home, by weaving
our way on the fddewslks end street. Trees and electric wires
were down and the euacky were spddng ol over ¢he plece. It
ws & mifacle that we werent elecrrocuted. When [ trfed to
go home, 1 found that there were no strectcars runmng 30 1
bad to spend the night at Alices house, | fonnd omr next day
what & storm it had really been. Among other things, my father’s
grain clovator ar the Mimesota Tramfer loaded all the way
w the top, was blown over oa ky side. Bar the thing that
strock home to me most thour it was thar ooce agsin there
bxd been not ¢ whimper from Alce, oot & ugn of ferr What
that gurd meant to oy young fife!

The year we finbhed tugh school, my father helped me get
% job with the Northern Pacific Raflroad s o member of s
survey party laying our s boe berween Tacoma and Olympha
in the wxte of Watungton, [ traveled West on a2 pam which
entitled me to an opper berth in the Puliman st night, snd
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2 sext in the coech In the daytime; that ammoyed me becanse
the cosch windows were 50 gnmy I couldn't see snything I
arrived st the company’s office in Tecoms on the thurd mam-
ing with & couple of pain of overalls, some woal shirs, two
pains of heavy socks, underwesr, a comb, & hairbrnh, 3 twoth-

had to and spend anything thet was left over on @ present for
Alice for her birthday which was coming in three doys.

‘The engineer instructed me to take o train to & Intle town
called Stefhcoom, twelve or fourteen miles awry amd there
g0 out to the edge of town and pick up 2 trufl which I was to
folow untll I resched & cermm groap of trees, end then take
s branch trafl I wonld finelly come to the camp from which
the survey operated. I tnked the gentleman, and &3 [ wes
lexvymg he said, “Have you got your blankets?™

“No," I said, “T baven ¢ got any blankets.™

*Well,” he said, “you d better gt some, becsust you re golng
to get awfully cold If you don't. How sbout canvas for your
o™

1 didn’t have any canvas for my cot diher 1 was not going
to admit to snybody that I had been stupid enough not to
bring what I needed, 5o I told him I could bendle cverything
withoat sy help. [ went out and got 2 piece of amves for &
dollar I probebly could have obtined blankets st the seme
time, but I was not going to be put in the postion of not bemy
sble to buy my girl a present, and a nice one. I wired my
mother to ship me some blankets nght away and went fnto ¢
jewelry store and bought Afice & gold warch pin that jost aboot
took the last cent 1 had excepe enough for the postsge. 1 never
had any doubt that I'd make out oIl nght. My railroad fare
Steiltcoom was free. [ had no mooey to bay food, but I could
ext when I got to camp if I didn’t make it I'd go hungry 1
would probably half frecze to death at night omtil the bhnkers
arrived from St. Paol, but I was oogh.

I arrived in Stellacoom bite i the afternoon snd started oot
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on the trafl. As I went tramping through the woods It searted
to ram, It was mine oclock at night and pitch dark before |
srmved m camp after having walked I dont know how mny
mles, 1 |aw & hght In one of the tents, and went vp w &
and opencd the fly enough o ger my head 1n, snd there were
two men ponng over blueprnts, One of them looked up and
rid, “Who are you?”

1 mid, “I was sent out by Mr Crosswell, the chief engineer”

“What do you do?”

*7 dont ¢ know " I sald, *I yust cems ot to work.™

“Well, we'll take care of the work In the moming ™ he mid.
“Take vour bmkets and get over there i the other tent and
go to bed. Wint's your neme?”

“Msgnmeon.”

He cupped tos bands over hu mouth, and et out « bellow
“Hey Pete, lock ap the levels! There's « Swede in campl”

Whit he meant was that the fluld in the surveying Jovels
wat alcobol, and 1n the old days when 23 1 learned later —
be bad been one of the engincers who had srveyed the mter
natioml boundary between the United Stares and Camada, dhey
bad had 1o keep the levels onder lock and key became the
Swrdes wed  swipe them and bresk the gl to get the
sleohol to meke Swedsh punch. The joke strock me pretty
badly yust at the moment, becaose [ was tired and had no blankets,
and it was geing cold. 1 went over to the bank tent, spread
my canvas on the groond end starred to he down with my
clothes on. The man in the bunk nearest o me Gfted op eod
sid, *“What ece you doing?™

*Going to bed.”

*“Don t you have any blankews>”

“No*

“Where d you come fromp”

*Se Pral”

“Oh, » tenderfoor. Got eny pillaw>™

“No,” I sud, “f taven t got any pillow ”

With that he st up m he bunk and reached for his shoes
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He looked around, gnnnmg st the cight men snoring in thar
banks.

“VWake up, you sons aof bitches,” he roared, “and come our
and make thes kid « bed!”

‘That whole gang rolled out, rubbing thelr eyes, and palled
on therr boots, They went mto the woods und chopped down
some small trees, tmmed off four forked branches for corner
posts, and wsed the straight trunks for side and end-bare. They
nailed my canvas to the bars, muculomly dug me up some
bhinkets mnd a plow and put me to bed. I slept like a babe in
the woods, which I gucss I was. From that time oo, | was the
most loyal foend that whole crew had Although muny of
them had Litle edocanog, I found they were fine homan bengs,
ahvays willmg to belp anybody who wes in troubk. They
Fave INC a grest surmmer.

The engincer m charge of the party Mr. Pollard, was hard
put to ot to find & we for a fellow who wes rather gangling
and not yet very well coordmated. He started out by giviog me s
brush hook, a heavy long-handled ax with a hooked blade.
1 was supposed to go in front of the crew and the murveying
Istruments, cotting down the brish so the surveyor could
throw a lme out throagh the woods. The lumberjack cut down
the hrger trees that stood In the way  Apparemtly I wes not
much good with the brmsh hook. Those springy bushes kepe
dipping out of the hool. So they gave me an ax. They were
very nice to me and always oogned me sl trees, but after
two or three days, the besd ax mun, after warching me hack
sway at a2 maplng for scveral mmutes, remarked, “Precty high
for beaver”

That coafirmed the engmeer s opinion that the company was
wasting 13 monty paymg me for choppmg down anytiuog
He made me rear chunman, All I had to do was follow tho
berd chainman, carrymng the truiling end of the cham. This
was just the right ssmgoment for me. The hesd chalmiman
was a ran mamed Dongles, & recent engineenog graduzte from
Lendon, Onnrlo. He was a ke fellow not over five feet
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six st most, with & parr of shonlders that would have done
credit to & six foor man, and that b the ideal baild for going
up cteep slopes. 1 was getred rather long, which mesnt that
1 just didn't have the srength and pwsh m my kege o do chat
Lind of climbing So Doogls would scramble up the chff
md then haul me up after him on the cham, whach I very omch
apprecuated.

I wnh people, especally high school phvual traming direc-
tors sod people at boyy’ campe, wonld recognize that a young-
ster who b over six feer il carmot be expected to be 18 well
muscled and strong o5 the young fellows of five-five to five-cight.
The resson i that all cur muscles are ateached a3 levers of the
thid class, with the folcrum at ooe end of the lever and
the power spplied berween the folcrum and the opposice end
of the lever The lower end of the muscls that smaightena
your knce ss you chmb, the quednicepr extensor, the big froot
mmmcke of the thigh, srezches to the kneecsp. So the power that
srmghtens your leg » apphied only about an inch snd o tulf
below the knee joint, The mathematical formula makes 1t clear
that, when it comes o climbung, the maa with 8 leg boo &
foot and & half long b at # d
to the man whose leg bone & only 1 foot long Tlmrmndﬂ
of ours were made to apply power with a lot of speed, but
speed does nox add snything to the strength, and it s srength
that coonts ;n climbing Just to give an idea of how mmach
pawer these miscles have to genenate, think of a two-tmndred-
pound man gowg up a ren-foot flight of sreps in ten seconds.
What he 13 doing o the same a3 Iifting cwo thoumnd pounds
one foot m ven seconds, I takes quite « michine to do that.

So dont blme the tall lean ones if they are noc good ot
clanbung ot lifung heavy objects, and have to be hraled op
cliffs the way Dougles hauled me up those steep tlopes that
sommer That's the way some peaple are b,

We moved camp hve tdmes during the time 1 was with that
crew which was two and » half months. When we gor through
surveying s srerch we would pick everythng up and set Jt
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down halfway elong the next jump We warked back from
the camp until thet pert was dooe, and then forward from
the carnp until we got so far out it was no longer efficdent to
hike such o dutance each morning end evering st which pamt
we would lexpfrog the camp agem.

Some of these jumps were aloag the shore, and we waded
mudflty for miles. It was great trainmg for the duck shooting
1 took up hter In my fife. A man really gets cxercise wading
in that mud, pullmg up oone foot as the other sinks deeper
and towards the end of the afternocon, you can bet wll that
effort makes {oelf felt in the inguinel reguon. Often we wonld
come to 2 plice where 8 lme had to go acroes a perunsuls or
slart the nde of a ravme, snd wc would be climbing steep
grades end cHffx. Mostly they were wooded so there was some
thing to hold on to, but when you survey a stmight Ene walk
mg obliquely up u bank hour after hoor the muscles that
support the side of the foot arc under a considersble strain,
‘This was where my friend Dougles was of the greatest anistance
to me. [ was always aboot ¢ homdred feet behind him end
be would give me 2 hft with the chain every time he stw mo
slip. And 1n splte of al] the scambling around, 1 mamged o
ke In some of the glones of the viow over Puget Sound, a
lovely body of water Onc of my keenest memories of thar
summer 13 the shomp boats cut on the water and that some
times we got fresh shnmps.

The climax of it all, though, was that I was able to repay
the blg lomberjack who had called the boys out of their bumky
to fix & bed for me the it mght. He was uang a sharp double
cdged ax onc day and it skipped off & knot on the nde of a
tree and sphit his foot between the third and fourth toes clear
up into the mstep. I way nght there beside luim, It was ot
murch of 2 job to take off his shoe the ax blade had nestly splic
his shoclsces too. I ripped off the skeeve of hus shirr, twisted
it fnto & Spanmh windlews end put a tourniqeet abore fils knee.
Then I ran a mile bock to camp s fast a5 I could, and got
the gouze and bandages [ atways nd in my Kc
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When ] returned to where he Jy sgamst o log be was whe
as 2 sheet and trembling with fear that he was gomg w lose
his leg snd be uselem from then on I made a good havy
pad of guuze and apphed it w0 the wound. There wis no oesd
for smsepnics, which was jaost as well, beeanse we didnr have
sny The woods were clean and 50 was the ax the only thmg
that mught have been u lids dirty was his shoc and maybo
his foot. I fixed the pad m plce with & compresmoa bandage
in the form of a figure eighr, just as T had practeed ot 10
many tmes with my sister Lowse, then took off the tourmquet
and waired a while to see If the wound was going to bleed. It
did not hieed, so we made o Hrter ot of branches and carned
him out of the woods t the company bunch which took
back to Tecoma, and they sent hum on to the raflroad hosplral
in Sexttle,

My panent —that wes how 1 regarded him—got back to
work m s surprismgly thort tune, three weeks or so. \When
be appeared, he came strught up to me and took me by the
tand.

“hud” Be mid, “the doctors up In that bospual esked me
who put on that bandage. | told them we had & youngstes fn
amp who put i on. They td, “Thar's the best bandage we
have seen for ¢ long tme. He ought to be o surgeon. ”

“Well” 1 wid, swelling up fike » pouter pigton, “thar's exactdy
what Im gomg to be.” And for the rere of my thme out there,
my chest staved folly mflared. § wesar just the kid aroond
camp a0y more. [ was sorrebody 1 was “the Doc.”



Chapter Three

Or cousse | Bap a0 awfully long way to go before 1
could become s doctor in reality Fint, there were two un-
idable years of p dical stodies at the University of
Minnesotn, which I regarded 5 o huge matdmonul agency;
23 | had slready pleked out the gird who was golng to be my
wife, that service wns of no interest to me. I mer & number
of third- and fourth-year medical students, wha were nroch
diwatsfied because of all the tme they Ind to waste traveling
on strectcars between ther homes and the univensity and be
tween their clanrooms and the varous public and private hos-
pltals m St. Paul and Minncapols where, in those days before
the constroction of the University Hospimal, they had to go
for thedr dmical work. The mare I saw of the scrup there,
the more I was consumed by a dedre to get my medical degree
at sn Esstern university where I would live in & dormstory
snd where, I supposed, the stud were not pelled to
wraste their time coastantly nding oa trollevs.

I told my father about thix, and he sd, “How do you know
any of thoso brig Esstern medical schoals will sccepe you?™
“The only way to find out i to sk them,” I said.

“That i 30,” sud Father “Well, you hsd betrer go East and
e

I went out to the bam and hrtched my horse to the bicycle
cart snd went to sec Abee. She was a3 wonderful a3 abwayx
When I told her I was going Esst to inspect the medical schooks
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there — I didn't strems the fact that they were gomg w Inspect
me, 100 —she nodded and said she thought that was the rght
thing ta da, if 1 wanted to do It

The Eastern schoal with the biggest reputstion was Hurvard,
0 I thought | wonld give Harvard the fint clunce of getnng
me a3 a student, After a two-day train ride, T arnved m Boston,
promptly got lost, and finally had to take a cab out to the
medice! school. The dean wes polne but pot overly enthusustic
sboot his opportuaity to caroll me and when 1 found ont
that the students there had o take tofleys to the climeal boy-
pitals oll over town just o9 they did back home, [ was oot st
D) enthusiastic sbour Harvard, I took the night train to New
York.

A day ar Beflevoe Hospinl, going from ward to ward with
the hurtied and overworked intems there, easily persosded me
that 1 didn t want to enter & New York medical school. Bellevue
v just too sordig for the country boy

1 really behaved like a coumtry boy in the big city that
evenmg My father had told me of the famows Delmonicos
restyurant, and 1 walked in there st what [ conceived to bo
suppertime, That was six oclock in the evening Hat in hend
~—ncver haviog heard of & checkroom snd having no des
what the girl m the entance wanted with my hat — 1 entered
the great dmung room with its magnificent drapenes of red
brocade. Except for two or three bored-looking waiters sand
ing around, it was pletely empey | hed to o table
for two near the end window pat my hat on the other chalr
and 1t down. It wxs some tme before a walter dagued to
breog me 2 meno

“Are you here for dinner £1r?™ he tald.

*1 sure am.”

“A licde exrly sic®
dl;;&ﬂy?" 1 sad “Tts after dx oclock, bnt §t? Ir's dinner

1 ordered soup brailed fobster (the firt [ had ever tested,
and wis it deliciom’) and the fanciess demert they bad, pesch
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Mela, When the water stked me what I woald have to donk,
T sud, “Wacer of course.” The way he smiled abowt it, I don't
think he had ever served just water to anyhody in thar plece
before. 1 finhhed mv dinner in solmary smate, pdd my Wi,
picked my het up from the chuir and walked out. Not 1 dngle
other customer tad come 1 I thought It was fine to have all
the faciliies of ¢ famom resororunt Jike Delmomcos all to
myself

In the morning I jourmeyed on down to Balumore to ses
what I conld find out about Johns Hopkins, which then s
now had o grest reputation a3 well 5 & very srong faculty
I was impressed, sbove all, by the spunt of service to the
patrent, end the grest emphass that wes being por on “why?*
I had josr about resolved mv doubts m favor of trying for
Johns Hopkins when I remembered that two of my doctar
friends 1n St. Prol whom I edmired very mruch had both studied
at the Univernty of Pennsylvenie, S0 up to Philadelphia I went
I was mmedistely gld 1 bad done so. Walking up Spruce
Screet T dscovered the local chapter of my fraternty Phi
Gamuma Deln, where I was grven a bed on the fourth floor,
A few blocks from there I caume to some lovely spacious old
buildings of Penmsvlvama fimestooe, and went through a large
arch where & watchman looked me over amiably into a ohngle
of buildings and throngh enother arch into the Boranicsl Gar
dens with their stmosphere of dignity and age. To the keft was
the new Aedicsl Bouding facing ecrom & wide-open space
which was later to become the famous Quadrngle. I climbed
s broad flight of marble steps, and went throngh large frour
doors futo s marble hll On esch nde wide stairways led to
the sccond floor where o doar flnked by old portruts of
former medical gras —Dr Ashunt and the rest — bore the
kegend Edgar F Switb Dean of Medicine 1 had never been
m an atmosphere that mmpressed me a3 moch This was the
oldest medical school on the North Amencan continenr, older
than Harvard, older even, than AMcGill, and I thoughe thar
hero medicine was trested with the dignity snd honor due it
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It sill impresses me the same way I sud to myself *This is
the place. Here they really want to cure nek people.”

In the deans office, | was usled of I had any credenmaks wich
me, and | had to admit { tadnt brought am [ was told that
I would have to take exsmmatons. T could come back in the
mommg, ad they would give me notes to the varloos heads
of departmenty, who would give the exsmumationt 1 thanked
them pohtely 10d sald cesmally *“VWhere s the Unbvensy Hos-
pinl” They pomted out the wmdow end there it was, not
& hundred yards away! Jost beyond it stood old Blockky Hos-
pital, and acrosy from thet Childrens Hospieal, il wrthm rwo
or three mmotes wallke My heart overflowed. This was heaven.
The anly question was- could I make them take me m?

My finz call in the mommg was on the famows Dr. John
Marshall, professor of chemistry in hat boratory [ trudged
up three fhghts of sturs and saw hs name on a dusty door
that sood partly open I tapped 1t. Nobody answered. 1 pushed
it gendly open snd entered o small room where papers, re-
prnts, and booln were spread out in beaunful dosty dsamy
all over s desk, some sixlves, and the floor 1 npped more
londly and nobody answered. There was apother door shightly
open, and | wenr through ths fnte 2 mech larger room end
knocked again, sall withont geming any snswer. So I knocked
louder and from che distant cod of the room s man'y volce,
curiowly muffled, sard, “Come 1. Who 15 103"

I Jooked for the man, but could not sec him. The room Wi
as duwty 8 the smaller oot ounide, and s clomrered. It was
filked with baxes and cuses of every mze and description, most
of them with some sort of vennhiton ax the top. There was
8 pecalary acnd odor  the plice. As I walked down be-
tween the boxes, 1 faw the rear end of & men and a paur of
trousered begs hanging over the side of one of the hrger boxes
from wiich sgan came the mufiled question "Who is i7"

“A fellow from AMmncsots,” [ sud,

The kgs lacked sbghdy The vorce sald, “What do yom
want?"



RING THE NIGHT BELL 39

“l come to take an exammaton. 1 was seot over by the
dean s office.”

At that the legs begen to come down snd the body that
belanged to the rear end began to come up, and there sppeared
a rether elderly gentleman who, [ suddenly reabzed, was gosp-
ing & very large mnlesmake fimnly under the pws with his
keft hand. The make's writhmg body was wrapped sround his
arm. With his tight hand he reached over into his breast pocket
and took out a te3t tnbe. At the end of the test tube was cotton,
which I leamed afterwards wa the way to keep test tobes
serile, and holdmg the test tube between ho ring and Dt
finger and thumb, he extracted the cotron with his mdex snd
middk fingers and held it at one sde while he umed a squecze
of venom from the makes fangs mto the test tube. He then
replaced the cotron, pat the test tnbe back in hrs breast pocker,
looled st mc and mud, “So, you re from Minnesota.”

I answered m the sffirmative and sbout that ume he uncolled
the smake from hs arm and plomped r back fnto the box.
It was 2 good hmky sntke and hnded oo the bottom of the
box with a thud,

Dr Menhsll Jooked at me over the rim of hiv gieoes end
mid “And you came for sn examination, You think you woald
Iike the Univeraty of Pennsylvania?™

1 mid, “T'm sure I'd like the Univensity of Pennsylvanh”™ —
and started to tell him why

He said, “Well, now if I havo to give you an camimton,
I've got to find out what you know Now what do they thmk
s the formule for wuter at the Univerity of Amnesots®™

That was cpe chemical question I could answer 1n those days,

*“Well, well™ be sud, “they ve gotten quite a long way up
there, haven't they? Now how about the water of crystallizs-
tan? How do you understand that?”

I told hum my explanation of that,

Dr Marshall said, “Did they give you a slip from the defns
office to me?”

“Yex, sir 7 I said, end produced the slip.
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He tool it, and Jooled st me. “You Hhe the Untrersity of
Pmmﬂmndoym.wdymdnnk}ouwmtmbc-dmur?'

Tsaid, “Yes, mel”

“Well, yon take this back to the dean,” he sud, end beoded
me the dhip, on which bs hod written “scorpred” — no mate,
gust “sccepted.”

It was premry much the sams when § went to see Dr Piersol,
professor of amtomy and Dr. Whie, profesor of swgery
They looked me over asked & few very pomted questions,
drew out the ressons why T wanted to be & doctor and that
‘was ther,

[ must tay kooking back on the series of eaminations | tock
that dry and thinking of the present medical school entranc®
requirements, 1 am very gratefuol that [ was bom in 1883, =
this was 1gos when they were willing to take candsdares be
cause they wanted to be doctors and the profemors thonght
they might make good ones. They did not msist on a man of
technjcal educston ar a straght “A” record m school They
wers lookmyg for pemsomlity g interest snd the bruns ®
ohserve and absorh. Sometimes { wonder whether we would
not do better powadays w phice Jes relance on what mn sppl-
cant by kearned, and more on ki abiiry to thnk for humself
Perhaps we need more men who can wke besic knowledge,
develop ft throvgh formal prog g and come out
wrth defirute conclusons of thelr own instead of just memoriz-
ing what somebody else hes sid or written. This i not being
crical of the young men who come into our medical schools
today They are the finem young people with whom I have
come In contact. They have high ideals they wre tremendows
workers, they have brains snd s sense of respomsibility Bot
sometimes [ think medicme 15 being made oo moch of 8
wxence, and the fields of specialzation are avedy nsrrowed
There it 2 tendency 1o concentrse 0 moech on what is ob-
viomly knporomt thsr minor sitments sre overlooked, That
is why pavents 5o often comphun that, if they have something
serfous wrong with them, the medical profemian is wonderfol,
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but if they have just the ordmary rmn of llls, they cannot get
2 doctor to tske any intcrest at all One of the things thet
mede us soccemful in taking care of people, even though we
did not have so much scentific kmowledge, was our inmterest
In every kind of dbability no marter how slight

At any rate, my meswon csme out better than I had had sy
resson to bope. I was admitted mto the second year of medical
school.

It was 2 mighty plessed young man who tool himself back
to St. Prol. My mother of course made o grest fum over me.
Her “[ttle doctor” was really going to be one. Loube inssred
on having a ply-by-play eccount of every mimute of my
tnp Esst. Ay for my father he went around with & smile 23
though to sy he had known all along I would make ft.

He wmid he wanted me to cut o respectable figure m the
Esst, and tool me to one of the best teilors in St. Paul — his
name was McBnde, and his thop was st sth and Roberts Streets
~—and bad him mke me 2 really besunful dark blue it for
$60. It fitted me perfectly and there b nothing that can give
2 young mun confidence m walking into a new slmnon lke
having s smt that s really first rate 10 cot and material, ss thiy
oot was. | had two other surts, an ordmary bumsinem suit and
& cumway with swooping talk sand a vest edged In whie, so0
I could qualify as well dressed.

Aark, who had jost gradvated from AL L T, stopped off
in Sc. Psul on fus way to e job ss ¢ mining engmeer down in
Soaors, Mexsco, smong the Yaqui Indians, end the swhole family
st for & photograph, all tix of ws 1n & row from keft o nght
sccordmg to helght firse Mark, the mllest, then me, ther
Father, then Lousse and Ruth in navy bloe middie blouses and
fimlly Aother, the shortest and most pomnve of the bunch.

During the fow weely remaining before I was to report in
Philadelphis, Alce and I rook many Joog drves in the country
not heading snywhere In parnculer Around Sc Prul, very
close to the arty there are market gardens, where in the fall
they cut their cabbeges and leave the rooo and bottom leaves
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to rot in the fields. I never get the odor of cabbages romng
the fields without a fecling of nostalgm, and it turns back the
clock to the sadness that [ fek in saying good by to Alice,

On the great day just m we were lesving for the tmain, my
father took me smde and banded me romething dut feke fke
a roll of bilk, and thats what ft wasr He nid, “Soa, herc’s
your fint months il e, your first 3 tultron, md
your first semester’s room rent m the dommtotes, 1 thouglt
you mught like to heve it #ll in one piece, In mooey sstead of
checks.”

Needless to say 1 was simost bresthless, 1 had never seen 0
mmch money 10 one phce m my bfe, and my cyes were [
think 2 httle mowt when I sad to fum, “Thank you, Pop.”

At that moment the boy grew up fnto ¢ man, who hid
responsibility placed on him and whose father trusted hum. At
that moment 1 was my father's son, o fullgrown son, who
was willing to accept responsibility now ss man to man. My
father end 1 from that moment, were closer than almost sy
man and boy that | heve known, and we never changed. As
the train pulled out, with my famly wanng me off he wafked
along betide the car and mid, ~Son, have » good ume, but
dant let 1t cost you too much. lou know your father 't
1 rich men.”

1 made op my mund that, whatever it cost him, he was gong
1o get hiz money’s worth,




Chapter Four

‘WaN [ cor oy THE TRAIN in Philidelphis T wes wallang
on alr and that vwas o comidersble fear becanse I was carrying
two heavy snitcares, which I logged all the way from what
is now called the 3oth Street Staon up Woodland Avenue to
the Univenity dormimnes. I asked the warchman, old John,
where I was to stay He had it on b record-sheet that 1 had
& room uigned for, s be led me through the triangle o Robert
Marsan Honss and up to the second floor. My room was small
but very kight, with a bay window flinked by two mmller
windows it was furnkhed wxh o bed, s couplke of chairs snd
€ dremer 1 jmmedurely began fixing it up sccordmg to my
own ideas. | bought & rug snother chur ond 1 sanding bmp
with & sort of parchment shade. I got a valance and Letle mde
curnins for the windows, hung pictures of my family roend
the walk, and stood the photograph of Alrce a5 Lydh Langunh
on the dremer which I considered the plice of honor So
there 1 wa, all sct up,

My policy was to mmd my own Lunness and study medicioe,
1 didn’t know snybody snd made Itk sttempt to ger ac
quainted. My thonght wes that [ was in the greatest medical
center and working with the grestest medical men m the coon-
try 1 meant to take full advantage of it end of them. Aly
mnd was open to them. It was almost the fine nme in my
Lfe I had not been in lon agawnst my sar d There
m-:r:mmdamchalluwehcmllndmlumhcwmnud)
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in additlon to learnmg v hmtology blochemisory eond
the other medicsl mbjecs I never had any senous doube that
1 would make it, but it wes & strogghe. Any epare mancy 1
hed out of my allowance that year went for books, not only
the books 1 was required to tave for my classes, bt othen
which had to do with people and discase and the cure of di
seasz, When 1 had any time oo my hands, [ made it my business
1o nose around the laboratorles and hasprals, finding ont o
1 could sbout them ond what was gomy on there. The same
burnng cunonty that had led me into so many dubrous places
in mv childhood now sent me into nooks aad crannies of that
iR instrution 1 never would have discovered otherwse, Watch-
g all these thmgs going on, T developed 1 tremendous urge
to get my tecth into ¢ project of my own. What it might be,
I bed no idea 1 did not even know yet, what kind of doctor
1 wanted w become: a genera! prctitioner & patholognt, ¢
surgeon® Each had 1es appeal, In each field § was encountering
men far whom 1 had the grestest admirdan, in each 1 found
something that interested me. Oue day 1 paked my hesd to
Dr Joshua Sweer'y surgical bibarstory [ lmew wihar it wat
because of ha name on the ground-glam door penel Thar was
& dectsire moment In my life.

Innde the mam door which opened dirsetly fram the hall,
there was ¢ stnall room to the nght with one window a desk,
md 2 cotple of strught chalrs and there | saw & thm sall
man lanng back 1n 1 swavel chuir with his feer up on the
del and hus hands Jocked behind hu tead He bad o lerge
amount of very thick dark hmr parted i che middle and
combed down on the sides of his head, sharp plerang cyen
with ermbdes at the ndes, that looked through « pair of rather
bexvy lenses and a humorous mouth that made me feel he
was gently Lroghmg et me Hnmckcdhuhadwp!tﬂwmd
said, “What do vou want, young fellow? Did you come to bor
row monty or get some informanon?®™

“Informabon,” I sud,
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He nodded his head rapidly “Come in and sir down,” and he
waved me to a straight chair,

Sometimes one becomes sware mumedately of bemg in the
presence of & man who really knows what he is doing who
posacwes knowledge and, with m, the imagimaton and the wnder
sondmg to put it to work. This was one of those occasions.
Of course I did not guew then how many bouss T wms o
spend 1n thy Itle office, how ofren I would work awey untl
two or three oclock in the mommg m ha lsboratory next
door where the mr was hesvy with the smells of anmmals,
formaldehyde and akcohol; bow mmy evenings 1 woukd pam
in his charmmg howe a few blocks away where be and his
wife Grem always gave me the fnendliest of welcomes and
be initsted me into the mysteries of his besmtifully equpped
private machine shop. A troe genbms with his hands, he de-
Lighted In toming out all sorts of objets &art — candlesticks,
dal lamps, ohiravs— of menl, stone or polithed hardwood.
‘When he needed 1 special chisel, borr, ciack or other precsion
tool, he usmlly made 1t himself, and it was better than sy
you could buy

Joah Sweet! Thar Binle man with hs mocling neanighted
look, hi gentle sarcesms and fierce concentration on the work
problem on hn bench, mftuenced mv carcer and thinking more
than any other person In my life except my mother and my
girl It was becawse of hmm snd what he taught me that T
declded to become o surgeon, and fr was becamse of what he
encoursged and helped me to find owt for myself that 1 fixed
n1y attention on the surgery of bones and jomo — becks and
hips, knces and elbowy, feet and hands damnaged by disease or
injury — which became my pomcipal, althoegh never exclusive,
field of professional mterest,

Another of our fine teachers et Penmsylranis wis quie in
advertenty the sonrce of the weas which developed mro my
mejor surgical project wath Josh Sweet.

Up to the time, 1 hed gone my way the fint year of médical
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school without making sny effort to get scquamted
with any of my clhskmates or unyone ebe [ am sure I mised
2 great deal fa mwy college life becamse of this ereit, T oo one
football game, about half & baseball gums and no other sthletic
events all the dme I was st the Universty of Penmsyhonis
I dont my this In & braggiog way 1 sy it only becaose it
was troe. And why, T don t know becaure 1 was not ordinarily
umsocable. As 1 look back on it, #t wss probably becamse 1
dkdn't want to have enything interrupt what T was phnning for
myslf If I decided to go to the theater 1 bought one ticket
snd went o it slooe and after the show | went home to the
dormutones, or to the research liboratory or wherever I wanred.
1 didat have to explam to snybody why 1 woukdn t tske s ghn
of beer or why 1 was gowng to bed. Incidentally it through
my childbood, my mother used to say that sl the had to do
was to see that 1 had my dimer and I went to bed myseHf,
no matter wiat anybody else wus daing

Guls didn't seem to mrerest me a3 they should have st that
ege. 1 think the compsmonship of yomg women 1 one of
the things & young man showld get rmoch plessare out of Bot
if a young man doswn't make my plans to merr yoang WomKD,
be wimlly dossn¢ meer them. 1 lived my kfe how 1 plesscd,
with whom 1 plessed, gong where I pleased and when [
pleased. And that habl, T am efrmd, has becoms ruther fixed.

So kt was quite a surprise when a fellow stodenr named De
Forest Willerd, Jr., whom 1 knew 23 & greae swell and the e
of cur profemor of orthopedic surgery stopped mo afrer ¢
clos one dsy and wsked if 1 wonldnt like o go gut home
with um mnd spend the nght. Knowiog of nothing tht
might have prompeed this invitation, 1 nevertheless sccepted.

The Willards lived in Lansdowne, in a lovely old hows with
1 springhouse down m back, where the warer came out of the
ground at 4o degrees the year round, and an old horse-tam
inhabrted by @ statelv old gentleman nomed Wilthm. Poar
Wiinm' They tried so bard to muke & chauffeur out of him,
bot be hud been 3 coactuman too long aod was so seeped in
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the practee of ktting his horses take halls slowly that he almost
atwrayy smalled the car halfway up sy hill he came to.

I recaved the most gmcoos welcome from Mo, Willard,
a delightful woman with snow white har and a pobe and
dignity that were positively queenly although not ar ell cons
descending 1 was 2 friend of De Forests? That was all she
needed o know from then on I wws her fnend. Dr Wilkard,
whom I already knew throngh the medical school, was 2 re
markable man. From very eardy childhood he had been terribly
crippled by mfantile parxlyxis, and could oot walk without
crutches. It aroused my sympathy mest of all tit onc of his
kegs was a good deal shorter than the other 3o that in order
to balince properly oo his crutches he had to wear & high-
soled shoo on onc foot, en ugly heavy thing which I regarded
a5 adding insult to the injury the disesss hed already inflicred
on him,

It was most impresave to watch him doing an operstion.
He had had « ool made in the shape of & seddle on four legs
resung on & phifarm with casters. The mumses would push this
stoal under him so that he sraddled it like & men rding o
horse; then they wonld trundle him to the washstand and from
there over to the operatmg tble, his white gown erninged 30
it covered the whole contraption. He had extraordinarily power
ful hands from having lifted he whole weight on hs crotches
all his life, and was the only orthopedic surgeon I over saw
who conld stowly bend & childs bowleg straight without the
we of an csteoclast or sy other hanh instrument — just his
own mmscler And ssnde that swddle he would operate for
bours.

But 1 kept thinking how moch betrer it would be far hmm
if his legs, even with the cxtenuve panalysis of both, were the
same length,

1 went out to Lamsdowne severa! tmes that spring including
one weekend when I hed the elder Willrds mostly 1o myself
becrme De Forest was out playing golf Alrs. Willard talked to
me about the \WVidener Home for Crippled Children, which I
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believe was the first attempt to provide physicaify handicapped
children with a combinstion of home and hospinal, where they
rectived not onfy medical care bur good schooling and voca-
tiona} raming to emble them to make a lving when they grew
up. Mr Widener put up the meney and Mrs, Wilhard supplied
the 1deas and work, a5 a remuic of which there are & good mumy
tundreds of people in the world who might have been chargs
on public chanty wnd justead have ed pleasurable and useful Hves.
I was fascanated by what the told me, and that was the begm-
nng of an interest in the rehubilirsnon of the handicapped which
bas been « guiding fight to me ever since.

One immedute outcome of el thir wat thay De Forest Willard
snd 1 roomed togrther in Ledy House for the romining two
years of our medicsl course. We tad o lovely peaceful time be
came we interfered 5ot at all with exch other's modes of Jife
and plegsure.

One day st their house, when 1 fele 1 knew the doctor well
eongh, 1 sid, “Dr. Willard, do yoeu think it would help yos i
yoar left leg were na long as vour right?”

“Why I suppose it would” he smd. “T've pever thought
sbout 1t.” He reflected s moment “I wonder i it wouold be
posnble.”

“To lengthen o shortened leg?®

“Yes. You know Panl, that's a very interesaing problem.”

1 thought s, 100, “I Iuve an idea It can be done,” 1 mid, “and
I'd like w find aut.”

As soon 1 § got back to the Unbrersity 1 went strmght 10
Dr Swect in his kborutory At that dioe, | had already beent
dolng dog sargery for several weeks with De Sweer, elmost 8
cotmplete medreal edocation in jiself becanse he wes ot ooly
a brillant surgeon but en outstndmg prthologisr end ¢ grest
sticlder for the mor refined techmes, No student of his research
group wat cver allowed to opersts vntil he had Jeamed to
handic 1 pur of uny “mosquite” forceps, debcare enough to
pmch off the smalkest blood vessel, and sew an ertery end to end
without having it kak ny blood, wmg his speclly made
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needles, 30 fine they could be threaded oely under ¢ magnifying
glest. That wes highly techmucal surgery In those deys. If nows-
days It seetns no grear tesk to take 2 large artery apare, insert &
plece of hose m it, sew ir up £t both ends and have the patent
go on living and breathing end havmg & good dme in life, that
Is partly becanse of the kind of work Sweet wus dolng and
tesctung hhs students beck then just after tho turn of the century
Many years later I got some of ho tiny needles to do a graft oa
1 patient’s burned eyelids—a story m imelf which I shall eell
hter oo

Sweet greeted me with & smile #nd asked what T had on my
mind now I told him,

*30 you want to lengthen shortened bones of the leg do you?”
be sdd.

“Yex, ur”

*Well” he mld, “I don t know aof snybody m the cless that's
better firted to do it than you are. You ve bad enough experiencs
of pulling the old man s leg.”

And with that [ started to lay out the problem and figure our
how I could do . This was a folly mumre undertaking s man-
szed job for & man. I was never bappier in my Lfe.

The technical difficohies of the problem were many In the
first place, if 1 Joog booc i to be made longer than the Lord
mede t, or scckdent or dsessc bas keft i, the only place 2t can
bo kengthened b between the two Joins, abore and below into
which It fits, The muscles of sy individoal or anmmal have what
s called “tone” which mesns that they are alwavs more or les
Eke & tense spring The minute you break a long bone or cut ir,
the fragments will be duplsced by the muscles pulling to bring
the origin of the mmscle and the fnsertion of the moscle closer
together, This pull continues constantly twenty four hours &
dsy Ths n what ciuses deformity efter a fractare, when the
bone has not been splinted properly and held in such & position
that the fragments cannor skp by each other, and this was one
of the things I wus up sgamst In kengthening bones m the
experimental snimats. There w21 & limit to the emount the
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muscles and nerves could be stretched, and the lengthened
bone must heal strong enongh to bold sguiner the teasdon.

1 decaded, after & good dead of study that 1 wonld make three
cuts fn the bone, First 1 wonld saw » cur Jengthwoe doon e
muddle of the booe between the jolats. Then st ons end of this
cur, 1 would saw in £ the center from the right side- and ¥ woud
do the same st the other end, but from the keft nde, This would
give me the sme effect s though the upper and lower segmenty
of the bone were two peves of wood that fad been dovended
together Then 1 could slide the two secuons of the dovenll
apart 3 far a3 necestary to get the desured lengthening, and fit
them in extended position,

The croscuts were 0o problem, but how to take the leagth-
wise cut? How could I get 1 sw through the booe, 30 1 could
saw thrs cut without darmging the two jounts at the ends?

In those dsys all surpical booc saws were simply stoaght
hand-operuted oncs, and of course coold not do snything of
that Lknd. Tn other words, 1 discovered right off quick thst I
would bave to fnvenr my own tools ro do this work.

The enswer clearly was 1 trw with # rotary blade, emd tht
meant it would have to be motor-dnven. The only thing of that
kdod T bad ever seen was 1z the Baldwm Locomotive Works, sd
it was » wifle large for cuting the bones of hooems or dogh
1 dropped m on & surgical instrument firm by the nme of Suyder
and inrerested young Mr Soyder m developing e ool to my €
{ficattors. It took a Jot of work snd funing, and I had to psy 90
mean birdde bl as & resly, bur we goc ko made s o, and i
worked a circulat blade at the end of 2 shaft geared to an ehectric
motor by means of 2 flcxible cable.

Havmg found the way to cut the bore, | had to have somde
mesns of festemng che twro segments together after the boae fed
been scretched omt o far w3 &t conld be withowt damaging e
rest of the Jeg The obvious snewer was o do ft with screwt
The serew which mrgrons were then ouog to fasten fngments
of ¢ frecture together hud 1 tpered shape, like 1 wood srew)
but m thest expenments the screw had to penctrate the 000
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cating of “the bone on one sde, go all the way throngh the
marrow and take o firm bold on the outer cauing on the other
side. Ay sny mechmic cm tell you, that &5 2 job for & machine
screw Machine screws had never been med m surgery because
the srgean could not drll & bole and insert the screw without
having a tap to cur the thread in edvance, So I got my friend
Sayder to make me 1 set of machine screws and « tp of the same
size md depth of thread

There was somethmyg ebss which I formd out m the course of
the expertents, and thar wes that stee] or wron would not do the
1ob. Nature never ntended ferrows mena! and livmg bony tiwoe

In the course of ths work I discovered one of the great
fi {om about med) that the problems are never wlved,
never completely and finally The solatinn of one part of & prob-
lem caly paints the way to new ones t be grappled with It
will be 50 u1 loog a5 people are human bangs and & long ey
diseate, Ijury and desth camt. 1 smpect that will be quite o

f

I got quite s bit of cultoral sumulatfon et ths tne, oo,
krgely owing to Mrs, Willerd's friendly interest in me. That
charming energetdc and culdvated woman did & lot ro open up

Brahms, and I really Joved it. This wes music with harmony and
thythm and what | call & ture. Nowadays I look pretry closcly ar
the program of a concert before 1 say I will go, so [ wen’t
gtt caught with oae of these so-called modern things in cran
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scales of mxeen half-notes — fortunately there was nothing of
that sort back chen fn Phitsdefphia.

And T scquured for ull time the nickneme of “Magme” 1
pud a price for tha, De Forest Willard wsed to fnsist thut it was
my job to close cur window on cold winter momings becru,
he said, anyone named Mage hed 10 be the wafe.

But I sball be forever grarcful for hawmg belonged to the
h}ghmpowmd“quar_hg'indmmdiulmhool'ﬂr“qﬂh
claws,” 2 unbque feature of the Universty of Pennsylvans medicl
program, was 2 group of students who gor together and hired ¢
jontor profesor to quesnon them on the subjects they were
then studying Our clasy of ten men met three nights 1 week
from eight to ten o clock, after which the rest wed to harry
back to thetr rooms to bone up on the posats on which they bsd
been weak, | doubtless should have done the same; instesd [
made 1 beeline for the iborstary to work on my problem, often
umtl one or two o clock in the morning That was ono thing
for which I was willing to sy up lste. The resalt wes that
while aght members of my quz class were finnhing up Mooy
the first ten In the entirs clary, T was m the st ten. [ defibenntely
neglected the sabjects m which I wes not interested and nevel
intended to be, 1 policy which did not make for e rounded
medical educanon and certunly did not prepare me o e
g00d comratons. Panl,  other words, was sill tking things
too much mro his own hands. And sl geming sway with fe. I
&id gee my M D degree.

With my power-dnven bone sew and vory machine srews,
lengthering shortened bones of the leg was accomplished at o0
expense to mrv father which ymtified Dr Sweer's remark sboot
my pulling my old mans leg What I leamed fn the procesh
sbout the pathology and regencration of broken or surgicsliy
severed bone in & bving ansmal, proved far more fmportant tho
the bone lengthening relf It fed to some grest chunges In the
trestment of fractures, ot least 50 far 131 was concerned, mnd, [ 4m
told, so far o3 ochens were concerned, too

My crperwmumndequhcnnirin:hemedlalwhoolm
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paper 1 wrote deseribing them was published by the Univeruty
fully iltustrated with dorwings and photogrephs for which 1 did
oot have to pay one cent, and I was sccorded the honor of
resding it st the final meeting of the Senlor Medical Soclety
in Houston Hall on an fternoon & few days befare our gradua-
ton I cam eill feel the shakiness m my knees and hear the
quaver in my volee 23 I tned to explam the varfons chars my
hands trembled 50 1 could hardly pick up my exhibes, and I
completely gave up trying to use the polnter becrme the up
ofnwu:ﬂomdndmiltunmlh:dlnghzmduk:.'ﬂrc
pext speaker was the grest and famous Dr 8 War Alirchedl,
on¢ of the leading practitioners of Philadelphia and ome of the
most soccemful Amencan novelsts of his time. It wos 2 proad
moment o be allowed to stznd on the same platform with snch
8 man, and #t the same time a terrible spot for ¢ young fellow
to be in.

The other members of my quz clas did noc seem to worry
mnch sbout whether that afternoon was an ordeal for me or not,
They all seemned very proud thet one of their own, who they knew
bad worked many nights and Satordey afternoons, had been ac-
corded ruch en eminent place on the program. They were even
prouder becamse T had 2ho been clected by the faculty to the
matwonal honorary saentific soclery Sigme Xi, snd was to be
infteated that mme eveung As T remember ft, only five students
were elected that year from the whole Untrernty If they had
been sclected on the bewns of stunding In the clem, 1 cerninly
would not have been comidered.

1 had a wonderful sorprase that night. When the nitation was
finished, we went out into a eg room where there was to be 2
recepuion for the new Segma Xi members and the faculty
Almast the first person [ aw was iy father]

It turned oue that some of my clasmates hed written to
him end Invited him to come to Philedelpbia for this occasion.
Without telling me, they had taloen him to dinner at the Bellevue-
Serwtford, and brought hum here. To my rund, that was an oct
of grest Landness to me and to him.
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1 ad the grestest pleasure in takmg him around and fotro-
doang hm to my professors and colleagues: and 1 must sy [
think he was paid In parr that mght for all his stroggles to get
me through school, becanse the teachers were very complomemary
and the boys mid mice thingy, too. He must have fek thet st
st he waa getting a dividend on his investment 1 me.,

We walked across the Quadrangle sfter the receptson, od 1
sald to hum, *Well, Pop [ suppose you've been wondermg what
1 was domg with all that extra money | kept wskng you for”

“Did 1 ever ask you what vou wery domg with it?* he said.

“No, you didnt” 1 mid. “But now 1 want you to know |
spent 5t all for instruments and mmaterals to do this resarch
work. Maybe you'll be glad to know I wasa't wasung ft oo
notows living >

“To tell you the truth, son,” he sid, “I dunt worry very
much sbout it. 1 thought if you were a damn fool I'd berter
find it out now before you got mmuch older und cost oK a grest
deal more mooey "

‘That was an evening | shall nrever forger.



Chapter Five

THE MowMvg ArTER that erahed evening I was back down
to earth. In fact, I was workdng I had already hed a job a3 an
mtern at the Univenity of Pennsylvanis Hosprtal for nearly o
month. Ope of the older Interns regulrdy on the service of our
profesor of surgery Dr. Edward Mertin, had dropped out,
and T had applied for and been given the positlon, on & temparary
basis end of coarse without pay I moved to the hospital and
boughr some white sufts.

Excepe for a spell of volunteer work at the Univensity Hos-
pital in Minneapolis the previous summer thts way my first
exposure o being o full-ime doctor We interns, ke all other
Interns then and now served our chuefs, worked hard ofl day
domg whatever anybody n suthonty told uws to do and of counse
were on cll all night to sce patients and meet emergencies.
Those night calls, which sometimes got me out of bed four ar
five tines between mudnight end morming might have seemed o
hardship to some people. Not to me. I looked on them as pure
romance: the long hespetal corridors where the night lghts
bamed dimly the morses thptocing m the wards, the whispered
comsulntions, the warm odor of diunfectants, the feeling that
some sck penion necded me. Sometimes [ got op to make the
rounds without being called, just becsuse the stmosphere wp-
paled  me so moch Then, before gomg bacl to bed, I'd
5op at an scebox that stood in the hall nesr my roam and £ill op
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on doughnuns end cookies, wished down with milk or sarw-
parills.

Working on Dr Mardns service was pot only lateresmg
but entermaining We had 2 grest bunch, incloding scveral of the
top men of my cles, and they were quick with ther wit, pr
ticnlarly my friend Perry Pepper who went on to become s
grest disgnostican, and professor of medicing on the Penryk
vanis fsculty On one ocoanon, after we had all been subjecnd
to & tiresome weeh of havmg our throsts, mouths, noscs end
fingernulbs cultured in an effart to locare the source of 2 presty
frightening epidemnie of wonnd snfections in the baspiml, ooe of
onr brocher snterns came swaggenng into the dming kafl with
his thumbs m his vest armholes snd his white coat pushed open
to make room for his chest,

“T'm the only cesn guy in this plce!” be crowed. "Not ¢
single mreptococcins b my throat!”

Pcrrybokcdupuhhnwjd}nm-}nklyﬂtﬂbnﬁh"ﬂeﬂ,'
ke sud, “no wlf respecting streptococens would Hve In your
thros”

You never savw anybody deflate faster

Peing only & substrute, 1 was consantly on the Jookout for 2
regular post with a good sensor man, prefersbly i & dty where
there was an opportomity far growth. In those days there wid
no regular sywem for channeling young doctors fato Intern-
ships. You iud o fend for yoursslf I fimlly goe the brask ]
wmttdpuﬂyuzhemkofmmvmdmwhld:wmnyh'
spired by my natural repugnance to unnecesmary work — I think
that s been the cuse with 1 good muny of the world’s inventions

Dr Msron was moch meerested In bose work, and srexted
quite a few fractures of the chighbone, or fervur There b ooc
thing sure 2bouz a broken femur and thae ks that the Two freg-
ments of the bone will be pulled past each other and thrown
into gross deformity by the doos xp dic
ofﬁmsehlglh}ghumduhnuttdhyﬁmduxpfmmrcdad’
of booe. The only wiy to get the rwo sectons of bone in®
fine is by putting enough of 2 lengthwase puil on the leg o2 orer
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come the mmcle pull, and m opersting rooms ol over the workd
In those davs that was an intem s job. The patrent was strapped
to the table, and the mtern grabbed hrs foot and pulled on it in the
Line of the leg while the surgeon reduced the fracture, Being o
good hnky fellow 1| wmally got the ssognmenr. I spent more
time hangog on the end of & leg than I lked. My hands «nd
arms and back got swfully dred.

In after years, when 1 was teachmg sorgery 1 wmed to sk
my clises, “Whom do you comsider the stronger s railway
fireman, or 2 nilway doctor?” That alwavy got a hugh becruse
the unsw &r was 5o obviow, but 1t abo drove home the point thet
1 surgeon working on a fractured bone had better not try to
reduce it with hrs uneided hands.

So one moming when I knew Dr Alsrn wes gomg to do
fexrar 1 went down to the hospatal machine shop and welded &
clamp  each end of a three-foot steel rod. I took the rod back
apeouiry aad climped one end to the foot of the opemnng teble
and the other to sn upright pedestal, so ther my rod held the
pedesul firmly three feet from the table. I hooked o pulley to the
top of the pedestal snd nn 1 clochedine throogh 1t. When the
patient was brought m, 1 made a clove hutch around hus anlde
with ¢ heavy mmlin bandage, and ned one end of the clothesline
to it. Then I hung encogh sxshweighis on the other end of the
Ene to produce the desired amount of tracnon so Dr Martin
could fasten the two enda of the bone together without undue
effort o hus or anybody else s purt.

The whole idea wes dmplke enovgh Everybody = femiliar
with AMlr Newtons law of gravity end thiy wat onby & way of
pplying fr. A mshweight was a logical choice a5 the heaviest
object ane can find arcund « buflding Of course mechanscally
opplied suspenmon traction has been the key to treaoment of
fracrures of the femur for many years. We now have so-called
“frocture tahles,” which are so complicated #t takes & team of
Plulsdelphts iwyers md gredute engineens o worl owes of
them Even w0 a fow mshweights at one end of a clotheline ded
to 1n mnlle with a mumbn bandage do berter Almost snybody

c
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can put these at the nght angle to pull the bone fnto place, wnd
they stay at the right angle, because gramty always works the
fame way

My mvention, however made qunte an impremsion oa Dt
Maran, &1 hed my studses of the pathology and regenenation of
bone donng my leg-lengthening experiments. He went to the
West Coast for s month s vacation st the end of the sommer widl
1 worked on the sernce of Dr Charles Frazer s fine boin
torgeon. On the day of his return, Dr Afartm marched wp
me m & corndor pownted hi finger at me and sald, “Young mam,
Tve got the grestest opportunity in the world for you, Yoo
get on the min wod go out to Chicago sad see John B. Aarphy
1 way with him day before yesterdsy and hes looking for ¢
fellow just bke you”

I doat know what I sud, but T know how I fehr —like 3
young Roman soldier who bad been offered 2 chance to fram
milimry saence under Julios Cansar Dr John Benjamin Murphy
was, to Iny mind, the grearest surgeon on earch. He wis almost
legendary He was the & of the Morphy buttoa which,
for the first dme m history had made i posdble to sew two
lengths of small ntestine together end to end. He it was who fad
hid oot the ground rules for the operstion for appendictit,
proving that mornality only 2 per cent in the first twenty foor
bourx after the strack, monnted to over 30 per cent after seventy
two hours, He had developed the techmic of preamochorsx for
rrestiog tubercoloss of the lung by injectmg nrrogen gas bt
the pltunal cavity thus collapmng the diveased tung and foromg
It to rem. He wis bllant end colorful, the chosen docror of
the great, and almost & god o the thousands of ksser mortals
he tad treated.

It wn not only Murphy I was golng to it was Chicago.
There was » cy wikre 2 voung surgeon had o resd chance, 3
young man s roem, with more hfe to it than ten Philadelphss of
Bostons pur together and not 1 many doctors to take care of
s two mulion nbabstaney 3 there were for Philadelphis s mil-
fioa and s half
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1 got e ticket on the fint train oot, which was the mght
trem. I packed oy bags and went sround symg good-by Those
farewells were not withour & good deal of sadness, especully
when I came to Dr Josh Sweet, Dr Marshall snd Dr Wilkrd,
who had troght me g0 nmch, not only sbout medicine bat about
Ife. I prommed myself 1 woold never forget them, and I never
did They were ploneers, scholur, sclentists, gentlemen and
magnificent teachers. Nobody ever owed more to ane gromp
of humen beings than I did to them.

My trun polled into Chicago sbout the middle of the after
noon, and T think I was the first pussenger off it I remember
slinging my smrtcases mto a cab and telling the driver to ke
me to the Relunce Building st State and Madison Streets at fast
21 he conld. Boy was I m a hurry! Dr Murpiry’s warting room was
full of patients, of both sexes and of every descnption. I gave
oy neme to a lug, fat woman who scemed to be in charge of
the phice, and who had a bulging okd-fashioned black leather
pane fastened to her belt I lamed hter that this was Alss
Rietman, Murphy s faithfol Insh, or part Irish, sccretary snd
cashler She was slmost o famom a3 the doctor Wmself. It
v ber job to ses to 1t that the patients pald therr bills before
they ever got in to seo the profesor She had no cash regiscer,
but by the end of the day that leather bag was stuffed »o full
of five-dollar blls that she couldn't close it.

Ay name failed to strike any spark of recognition in Alrs
Rittrmin. 1 st down among the patients. I warted while patient
after patient got the summom, pad up and dissppeared into
tho office. Noc until the last of them bad departed was I sdmitred,
and that way well after six o cdock.

‘Tall snd straght behind hus desd, the perfect pacture of 2
doctor wrth his neatly parted gray beard, Dr J B Murphy
Jooked st me Inquinngly over the rims of polshed half-moon
spectacles. He seemed o3 fresh as o man just starting our his
diy

“Dr Magnmon, did you say your name wes?™
He proncanced k& “Magnu son” [ did noc correct him, and



6o HING THE NIGHT BELL

that was how he pronounced m)y name 3 long as 1 knew him,
and so did almost everyone ehe fn Chicago.

“Yes, Doctor * 1 said, expecting some resction.

My identy id not seem to register with Km st ol ‘T
the one from the Umvenity of Penmsylvema” 1 sid “Dr.
Edward Martin spoke to you about me, and you 1old hm you
were looking for a man like me.”

That seemed 1o brng it back to him. “Oh, yes,” he sid, “Ob,
sure. You did a pitce of work in lengrhening sborrened boges of
the Jeg Found omt a bt abour regenerstion of boay tisue”

“Yes, sir ['m resdy to go to work,” [ sid. “When do [
e

Murphy wmiled at my esgemnes. 1 remember Dr Marin
telling me thout vou. Hes quire an enthustast, and U'm sere 1
told him I needed a fellow like you for sn sasistant, but I'm not
ready yet for the sssistant | have in mind.”

“You re not?™ 1 said.

*“No, and 1t will be soms time before I am.”

I conldnt thmk of & thmg to sy while ths smk in. It wet
precty obviows that my frend Dr Martn hed pushed me off
the deep end before there was any water to swim . It wo
quire ¢ drop, but 1 was in no mood to accept this thing philosophe
fcally Not me. 1 Jooked Dr Murphy szelght in the eyt.

“There 5 noching 10 the world [ want to do any meore the
I want to work for you, Dr Murphy * [ snd. “If yoa cen't find
a1 opeoing for me on vour service now Tl jast have to walt
wmtid you can”

That mrust have made a good impression oo him He stood
up xnd mid, “All nght, Magnu son, suppase yoa get yourself
job in medicine somewbere for ¢ fow months, 1ad then wel
see?

He took me to the door in the most conrtly fashion, At lesst
1 bad not been permanently tnmed down. Nonethelesw [ was &
presty deflated young man when [ got off the train st Sc, Paf
the nest day Even seeing Alice sgun was not ss cnjoysble 3
it thould have teen, 1 wes much wo dissppoinred st the Wiy
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things had tormed out, end much too busy trying to figure out
what to do next,

Of course | would try to get 1 job. I decided nry best srategy
wes to ger one In Chicago, 0 I could keep m touch with
Murphy to make sure be didnt farget about me and take on
somebody ebe. I wrote to Dr Willard and ochers st Peansyivenis,
anskmg them to do wihat they could for me. 1 alw went to ses
every doctor in Minneapols or Se. Prul who I thought mught
be able to help. As & royule of those calks on the Jocal men, my
resalve to go with Murphy was soon put to a pretty severe rest,
I was offered two posmons, either one of which would bhave
scemed remariable to almost any yoong medical gradmte in
my pristine state of tot2]l mexpenence. Both would have kepe
me In St. Panl, and both of them offered t me on the ame day!

Fint came an invitmtion from Dr Bell, climcal professor of
medicine at the Umvernty of Minnesots, and genenally regarded
25 the Jkeading practiboner m his field in the two cides, to ymt
him in his Alinneapols office, which of course 1 was ghd to
do. After not very much prexmble, he asked me to consider
coming to work s his setetent. The starting salary he quoted was
very stnfsctory There was no doubt that of I took the job,
did the best work of which I wes capable, nd kept my health,
1 conld wind op with a fine practice es an interoust. He under
stood thar my prefcrence was for g career as 1 surgeon, but
perhaps 1 would thmk it over a lirtle, and let hm imow? 1 sald
I would,

1 weat from there to an sppointment wrth Dr J Clark Stoart,
who had his office om &t the Univensity where he was one of
the professors of sogery When I walked mio ho bare hibors-
tory —this was before they had 1 unrversity bospral —1 was
atill pretty well buoyed op by my nterview with Dr Bell.

After polite greetings, as between profesor and stmdent, Dr
Stuart, a short chunky man, mostty bald but with bushy bhack
eycbrows and very dark eyes, fixed me wrth a sharp gleoes that
undoubeedly had struck terror nto the heart of many e ernng
studentt, and fired & queshon:
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*“Had y ou ever thought of commg back to the Univernty in s
teaching postuon?”

Dr Sturt then sud, that he and bt co-profesor of surgery
Dr Moore, had read my amcle on the Jengthenmg of shorened
bones of the leg. They felt 1 had 2 gift for research that ooght
to be made ute of The University had no surpcal restarch
department, and they thought 1t was trme to establish one.

He sud, *WWe have spoken of yon, « mtive Mmnnesotn who
has spent two years ot the Unaversity as a possibility for settmg
up this new department.”

Of coutse thn 1des, on top of Dr Bel's mvication, mehted my
ego conuderably I thonght of Afis Austm, and bow x would
strile her to Jeam thar Paul Magouon, the ofical Pecks Bad
Boj of her class, was now st the sge of rwenty four beng
offered & job 1 ¢ teecher ot the Unsversity However [fet k
necessary  after thanlang Dr Scuart for the comphment, to
pomt out that T was not prepared a5 professors xnd teachens of
surgical research of my scquunrance had been, To do s joboas
new department, 1t setmed 10 me, even then, 2 1mam should hare e
thorough tramng in phymology snd a kuowledge of advanced
phyucs 1ad chemmry s well & bemg & good mechanic so be
could devise new machinerv and new insruments to carrv oot

&

xp pr

“I wonldn't fike to have the fint thing [ tackied tum out 8
flop becanse of my goorance,” | concluded.

Dr Stoart waved my protesmnons smde. “Young umam, you
have one dhung that cvery research man needs, and that =
mmamnation. \Vithout that you dont get far becamse to the
research man snythmg should be possible. As for your fear of
falling [ dont thmk enybody would expect you to make 2
succes of every problem you were mvolved in— nobody ever
hx And if you are « good teacher the burden will not rex
entirely on you you will wspire your srudents to soquire
into the whyx, whertfores md whats of many condinons con-
cermning which we know very bitle now ™

Then be sad somethmg which has proven completely truc
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over the fifty vears T have lived and worked since that tume:
“Surgery B just begmnmg to come into s own. We know
nothmg now — nothng st all — compared to what we will know
in twenty yeare™

At for the mmediste job at the Unlvenity he told me I
would have the privilege of conductmg a practice of my own,
a8 well &3 carrymg on the ressarch and tesching work in the
hbaratory Like Dr Bell, be gave me tme to think it over
When the interview was cnded, 1 galloped down to St. Paul,
to Abces howe, and blew into her famuly’s living room like &
follsized tormado. After allowing me o fow mnutes to calm
down, Alice Bstenied sttentively while 1 tokd her shout the two
positions. You can be sure I did not neghect to point out that
cither ane of them meant that in o fow months 1 could afford to
be marmed.

She thought about 1t all for qurte & long time, kooking svway
and looking beck st me again. Presently she seemed to come to &
conclution. She begin by saymg it was wonderful, and that in
fact | wor wonderful to have sttamed the promunence of
bewng offered two pontoas at the same trme, 5o soon after my
gredmtion from medical school. Listening to her praise, 1 came
dlose to being convinced that I was quite s grest man.

Still, there was somethmg In reserve in her mmd 1 conld
tell by the way she spoke snd the way she looked at me
Presently it came out, in what was probably as foresighted » st
of remarky e3 was ever uttered by « qurd who hed been engaged
to 2 bay for sit years, and hed been walmmg all the time tiut be
wn In mdergradoate college and far away at medical school.

*“Dear " she mid, I think itz very mee. Its mare than that”
She gave me her most level Jook, “Whar about the posinon with
Dr Murphy?™

“T'm not sure [ can get it, and evenif 1 do, x won ¢ make mmy
money [ exid. *“There s no salary to it.”

“So if yon went to Chicago, we d have to wmt to be marmed.”

“Yer

(-4
“Perhaps qurte 2 long tme.”
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“Several yeary, probably "

“While you were learning to be 2 surgeon.”

“Yeu"

“Well, von know ” she sald very quietly “if you take one of
these positions in Minmeapolis, the day will come ten ) ears from
now when you'll look back and say ‘If [ hadnt married Afice
just #t ther dme, 1 could have gone to Clucsgo and become the
top dog m the heap with Dr Murphy * She shool. her hesd
“I don t want that ever to happen. If you go to Clucago PlI wak
for yoo"

There was one thing ebout Alice. She never would compro-
nme on my sclf-confidence. She atways builr ot up.

1 started 1o say that whatever [ decided to da, 1 would never
bold sny comsequence of it sgalnst her but my procests ooly
sengthened the ser of ber chun

And thar was thet. There was no budgmg her 1 doa t suppost
any bov ever looked st a gid with more admirson and grath
tude than [ Jooked at her with thar aftermooa. In ¢ very fow
words, she had tanght me volmmes about the senomness with
which & woman tan love s man and she had shown me thet she
Wwis 4 matare wotmn, clearheaded and farseeing.

The next day 1 regretfully declined both offers. Not long sfte
that, word came from Dr Willard that he had srmnged for
m¢ to get m tonch with & very femous Chicago surgeon who
beld forth at « hospital oa the North Side. Thes man had pob-
Isbed several books oo surgery and enjoyed u repatstion almost
13 bright s Dr Morphy 1. For ressom which will become sp-
parent unmedistely | shell call hem Dr X

1 took Abce for one farewell drive smong the cabbage felds.
1 went down to Chicago, and cafled on Dr X He offered me a
post &1 20 exrern in his hospisl An extern in those days was
sore of glorified orderly who recerved no pay not even the free
bed that the interns got. The ooly thing the hospiml contmbsed
wxs hus laundry and one meal o day — or two if be were kept
over m the evening Hawever 1t wis s chance to Jearn So my
vacanon at home, most of which 1 had spent with Alice, wis
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ended, and ene bogit morning 1 reparted w Dr X, ol esger
to sbsarb some of the great man s whdom.

My function was mamly to wheel patents in end out of the
openting room, othetwise make myself meful and — = T learned
to my smarement — glve amesthencs

‘The sdmunistering of mesthencs 5 now 2 highly developed
speculty a3 ir always chould heve been. To be an anesthernr
requires us moch tuining knowledge and technical skill as ey
other branch of medical science, Bat in those duy$, and m thar
hospital, they tool en extern who maybe had never had 2 mo-
ment 3 experience, and handed him ¢ cone of newspeper sruffed
with wadded gauze, a towel, 1 bottle of vaselne and a can of
cther Thus equipped, he was the complete anesthetist.
Afrer the petient had been firmly strapped o the table, arma
and legs md chest, the extern uncared the panicat’s nose, mouth
md cheels with vaseline, stuck the newspaper cone over hiy
face, wrapped 1 towel around i, and sturted potnng ether
from the can into the top of the conc. Meanwhile, berween
pourings, he continmlly sdjmred the towel around the edges
of the cone g there would be no clance of gerung any air
mived with the concenrrated ether be was decanting —in per
fect dsregard of the fact that ether 8 moch more effective
when mixed with oxygen. To be sure, the petent wemt to
seep but only after some sgoninng stmgples, which were
birthely called “the sage of excitement.” I have no doube that
the patlent was semiconcions of bemg hered, and went 1nto
coavaluoos,

This crode and often downright damgerom procedure wene
cotirely eguinst the grain with me. It was pot what I kad been
txnghe, nor what [ beeved in. But it wes evidently part of the
routme, and in my Inexperience 1 thought these people must
know thewr businem. Furthermore, I was told w do 1t that way
So I did. Then when the operahan was over [ would cart the
petkent out of there, sometimies benrer off and sometimes wone
off thin when I bad carted him inro the operating room some
minutes before.
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Dr X did & great deal of operative work, 1 thisk = v
prnopally from the sheer number of the operations be pee-
formed that he got & reputetion for bang & sorgeon. He wn
one of yoar binff, rongh and ready types, and, to my way of
thinking, entirely wrthout conscience or regard for the welfare
of the patfent ~ which smounts to the ssme thing Sargeoos of
hs type wese nruch mete common in those days thao chey are
now —men who would do 1 tremendous rember of operatire
procedares every dey and not cart too much thet some of
them ramed oot very badly

His ssepnc technics were {rightful, b my opimon. I bed
laarned thusg ar the Univentity of Pennsylvania which 1 be
heved had to be dont in order to have the panient ger well. In
Dr X't operanons, thert was an almost tota! disregeed for sl
those tange.

The surgeon nowadays makes & grese disdncnon berween
miepss and aotisepstt, Awpss describes the procedurss fob
lowed to prevent germs from getrmg into the opersting room
and mto the open wound. Antuepns comprises those measuret
¥ou bave 1o tke when your sseptic techoie ha falled and
infecoon hes ser jnto the wound. Asepsh i a litde ke puting
up screens to keep fies oot of yout bouse sntsepss b swestting
flies that have mamged to get m. In that penod of ofen dowar
nght crode surgery not evervone had become pensmaded of
the importance of good asepric procedures, Dr X ccrmnly hed
not,

T was horrified to see ths man slosh his hands through ¢ pink
sohmon of bichlodde of mercury « to 10,000, then dip them
in a hule alcohol, and go from one operanon ro anexber He
would do a Rommch aperstion, then a rectal proceduore, splashing
2 Drtle m his two solotons on the way berween the two, then
ot lnto & belly or » hup of any other part of the bunan anatomy
with those mme hande He did oceasonally wear robber gloves
when 1t happened 1o oceur to tm, bt by no mesns abways, snd
not even by surgical fome, who argued with him more than
mybodyckeduedm.wuldptmud:hhnmmmcthumd’-
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nicy. Every once m a whilo after one of thess srguments be
would glare at her end morter “Damned Jong Jegged old meld
with strophied ovaries, nobedy can do enythmg with you”
§be did the best she conld with him, but nobody could change
thes man from what I regarded = & consclencelets butcher nto
1 surgeon with fine technic,

1What I saw result fram some of his surgety ako homfied me.
Onc of tns hobbics was injecting @ mixture called Beck’s Bamuth
Paze with = syringe into almoet anything that had 2 aavity 1
have szen Mm aquirt thu thick heavy substance, wihich was
nothing bur blamath powder and vecline, into a urethra after m
exterma! urethrotomy which 1 contrary to everythmg we know
Iz the way of good surgical methods. Perhaps he thaught he wis
preventing Ifection, bismuth belrg 8 mikd entoeptic. Pomibly
he did this becouse he got 5o many infections snyway that he
thooght he had to do something o head them off

One of the most srocous thmgs 1 aw hm do was In cass
of empyema. The problem here iy that a huge quantry of poy
hay sccumulated in the plearal cavity and the way to get the
patient well 5 to mlc & good big opening in the chest at the
lower end, so the pm can num out, then give the panent two
botdes with tubes in them to blow water from onc bottle over
to the other which puts presure inside the Jong end expands it
down into the camty It v 2 basic prmciple that there is never
sy plice in the body for 3 nenfrnction] cavity snd If there
b one, it will contmue to suppurate and discharge o long o ft
s holkew Dr \ would drain off the pus, and myect the chat cavity
foll of Beck’s Bsmuth Paste, which did not run out exdly and
which wast also somewhat yrrintmg and mildly toxe. I saw some
of his patlents agam after & mumber of yests in prcoce. They
sill kad a chest full of this stuff and stll discharging end they
had developed ¢ graymsh “bismuth fne” on ther gums, endence
of paoaing

Of coune T did not discover afl these things immedurtely
and far a while Lfe there w3 nok too unplessnt. 1 had found
 clem boardinghouse clowe to the haspiaal. run by 8 very mce
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widow ptmed Bristol, with 4 young son pomed Jimmy She
imited har honse to two or three young men, or sometimes two
young men snd one other Indindoal who in most instxnces hie
recently been decharged from the hospinal es & patient snd
wanted to stay nearby m order to recelve coovaleoent trest
ment, Here in this boardinghowse began 1 friendship thet was o
lemt for many years.

My room was on the third Soar front, One day the other
front room was taken by a handsome young fellow with wivy
avbum hair and o rather flond complenion. Somewhere n the
oelghbothood of six feet two m boght, be wit m Admn i 1
ever aw one, Like me, be was o stranger jn Chicago —be wis
from Kemsat Ciry —and be also was 1 extern st the hospind
We soon found many points in cotmnoen and developed 1 heakthy
respect for each other Hu name weos Logan (lendenning, ¢
name whith was 1 becoms famibar 10 almost cveryons
generanoen of 50 sgo who resd medical stories and medica! sbjects
presented for the layman,

Logan shared my opmion of whet went on In the hospml
but both of w fek we hed to sack, and we Jid. Neither of v
had any money to spare, both of us being on allowance from
mmmmordmmg«lmﬂcfmmcfﬁfuw
scrimped and saved as much s we coukd from day to der so that
« couple of tmes « month we could have 8 party Usaally thet
meant & pair of sexts In the top gallery of a theater If we were
feeling particulacly flush, we would have dinner together 1o
both apprecusted » good mesl onee fn 2 while.

There were two plices where we liked to go. Both of them
were expensive for those days, but they had the best food Bt
Clucsgo. One was the Tip Top Inn on the top of the Pullman
Building st Atxclugan Avenve and Adsmms Streer; the other
was che St. Hubercs Gnll, on Plymouth Court yusc sosth of
Jackson Boulerard, When we did not have enough money fof
exther of thete we would sertde for some chespes place for 8
ek afrer the thester
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On ¢ good muny of these evemngs out, my fdend Logun
demonsirated 2 couple of tralts that helped to make our fnend-
ship not only memorable but a trifle exciting The first was that
he liked to combine a little hard liquor and wine with hrs good
meal, ind thrs deepened the color of his cheeks and camsed hus
sprit to give forth en mcandescent glow The other was that he
was the Lind of young man st whom the girk wonld cest an cye
almost sny phice where he sppeared, and he war not st all avense
to casuing his own eye right back, never more so than during 1od
sfter o first-clem meal. Sometimes the casting becane 0 frequent,
%0 interme and so thoroughly two-tided that some hard-bailed
young man with s young women st a table would get up end
come over to us looking for trouble.

Logan was not much of & hand st backing down when some
body wanted to find trouble. In fact he was always more then
resdy to help. In my complete sobricty of those davs, my s
ngnment was to keep us out of & brawl Sometrmes 1t required 2
good deal of diplomacy on my part to soothe the offended
young man, get Login out the door and make our spologics to
the mamgement. But we got away cvery time without brvmg our
faces bashed in, and I considered that quite an sccomplishment
in diplomacy

Whenever the clunce afforded ioelf I took a trip down to
Mercy Hospetal on the South Side, to see Dr Murphy snd ry
to find out when he was gomg to be ablc to use me. In his
somewhat lofty manner be always rold me to keep on with my
pmmtworlqdudxywouldcome.As-rwulc‘Ifdthn
precanous sitmation, never beng perfectly sure what my pros-
pects were,

Ovpe day when 1 was miking the rounds with Dr. X end eome
of hiy staff 1 szw what bad become o familiar sight: & recently
admitted patient being packed in tug hot, wet five yrrd rolbs of
gruze soaked in boric acdd end a Intle alcohol, This wes ¢ favorrte
peocedore of Dr Y.

“Dr X" I safd, “why do you order this solotion put on &



70 RING THE NIGHT BRELL

many patlents thn way regardiess of whether they have
scute mfl jon, o syphilnic inft lon, or no infl
ton at alf?”

He glred ot me haoghtily waved his hand and wid, in s
completely cyrreal tone O, whats the difference? They 8
die or ger well anvhow ™

1 Jooked ar him with whet 1 em efraid was plan disgox and
said, *Doctor if that is the way this service bs run, and tht
& your opinon of the care of sick people, I am lesvmng sight
now while [ still have left some of the idesk 1 leamed m med-
cal schoal”

If he attempted any reply I didn't hear it Before he could
open his moath, 1 had tarned and headed our of the ward and
down the sairs to the basement where my locker was. T bundied
up my things and logged them over to my room. Half an hour
later, 1 wxs in Dr Murphy ¢ office.

It was precty lste, ot least seven o clock, bar Morphy w1
lmcw‘mkedhxc.mdhcscmlnd-[awpudmukhhlm
waiting room. Muss Runman Imew me welf by this tme, sd 1
got m queldy It did pot take Jong As brefly ot [ could, T told
Dr AMurphy what nd bappened 1t the hoypiml scton tooT
He listenied actentively watchung me with nurowed eyes, dei-
cately brushing the two sides of hus gray besrd and muosuche
outwards with hh fingertips.

“Dr Murphy " I conchuded with all the anphsss st oy
command, “I cant wazt any loager Eitber I'm coming with you
nght now or I've got to find somethung chse to do of a permuman
natace.”

He looked et me for & nunute. “Maybe you d better come out
to the hosparal i the momuing ™ he said.




Chapter Six

Waxn I yuxnen v at Alercy Hospitsl very early the next
moramg 1 half cxpected to be met and welcomed to the fold
by Dr Jehn B Murphy humself

That expectation proved I didn't know Muwrphy He came
m rt about 8 30 and with he Joog fast strides walked nght post
mo to the surgeon ¢ dressing room. As soon a3 his clothes were
changed and the fist patient wes wheeled in, he went into the
clinic and started to work, il ths withour paying the slighrest
attenbon to me.

Not knowmg anything cbe to do, I st oo a stool on the
side Liney, wondermg what my ssmgnment was gomg to be.
There was no vsible plrce for another member oa his operating
team. His fire emstant then was Dr Jimmy Neff, ¢ fine surgeon
In b own right, who knew every move Murphy was gomg
to mike and did s lot of thinkwg In edvance for him Hi
second assistant was Dr  John Golden Sister Victordne, hh
surgraal nurte, was jost as canny a3 Neff st potung things
Into Murphy s hands the imstant he needed them That s onc
of the thmgs that make o surgeon stand out in the eyes of the
sudience: 1o have esivants and o surpical oose who know how
t scrve him mellgently Siscer Victorme used to have three
tables of insrumens, all covercd up. She knew emaly what
was on cach mble, and she woald rase the corner of 13 cover
ot Fictle bit when ahe thought she might reqeire one of
the Inetruments on it The mstrument moght not have been
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used at all previowly, but often she hed £ m Dr Murphys
hand before he kncw he was gong to ask for it 1 leaned from
watching Siter Victonne hoty Invaluable a murse Jlike her coold
be, bemdes which she was 1 fine woman, Lind, thonghtfol, sdll-
ful and beloved by everybody

Bur 1t was more than Murphys own omstanding sl esd
that of his assstants that brought sorgeons from alf over the
county to that operanng room. He was o grear teacher end,
Jike all grear teachens, he had & magnl sreak of the the
atrical 1n him. A noble figure m his loog white gown, ed
with those penetruting eves fasting over the rims of his glesm-
ing half mooms, he made every movement u telkng a0d dre
manic one. The effect wis heghtened by ho handsome regular
fearures, his short-cropped besrd snd mastache combed both
ways from the muddle, and above all the beaunful shape of
his head, hugh and perfectly propornoned, sts summt high-
Gighted by a gleaming bald spot scross which he had tus helr
smoothly brushed from hn rgbt temple over towards the beck
of his eft ear A good many of the visitars came s skeptics,
ready to find fanlt with the man, but nove of them could
forget the show Alurphy stsged for them In that lofty sky
lighted room. 1t was really something

He performed, 1 think, seven operstioms that momning One
of them [ will never forget. It was a dmecnon of the neck,
a very compheated operation. Tn dong it, the great man nicked
oot of the hrge artenes. A geywer of blood insantly spored
towards the caling The sudience gave a grear gesp Quickly
bur m the calmest manner posable, Morphy slipped the end
of his thumb over the spout, looked vp at the sudwnce and
mid, “Never mund, genthermen, mever mind. Ve are perfect
masters of the nrvardon™

And he was. In no time 1z all, he hod the hole In the srtery
sutured, and went on with the opersnon as though noching
had happtned. To him, 1t was nothing It was a thig that
had to be handied st the time, not & catasrophe, regardisy of
what an imp a2 fi in of blood shooting nto the alr
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two or three feet mught make on an sudience it was 2 ar
comstance that & surgeon should be able to meet withoot mdoe
Jon of aplomb or of the patient’s blood.

After that day’s surgery was over which was abaut ane o clock,
Murphy came into the dreming room where he had told me
to meet him. He looked 2t me In s very kind and plessant
sort of way

“Magnuson,” he sard, “you are going to start cur laborarory ®

It wras o surprite to me. I knew very little aboart labarstory
work, excepe the rudimenss [ had pleked up 1n medical school,
which would not be very good equipment for the real thing.
Bat J B. Muarphy dido’t wair for an smawer He took me by
the clbow and propelled me along the hospital corndors snd
wroond the comner to o hitle room where & few duty botths
md test tubes stood unddily oo s wooden shelf under the
wmdow The room lsclf wes not more then eight feer on 2
side, ind was mrmated pearly half underground. The botrom of
the wmndow was level with the surface of Calomet Avenue,
m perfect poution to recetve the full benefit of Chicago s famoos
wmds, along with thick douds of dust and dirt that swirled
up from the sreet m those horse and drav davs.

It would be kurd to imagine a filthier hole. Everything was
caked with dirt — the window the walls, the floor the working
tres, the counter shelf the glew conminern. In some of these
Yoo could not see the reagents mmde. Yer thn was the place
where all of Mercy Hospital's hiborstary work, such # nt was,
w1s done.

And bow it wa done! A few days afeer takung over [ dbs-
covered that the osml way to do a urinslysis was to pur the
peamen in a e tube, after which the intern who had brought
i down end was supposed to test it would tp the mde of the
tobe with a pencil and mav “l guem therc’s oo albumen or
fogar in this” And that was the report that weat back to the
phviicim or surgeon in charge of the parient. It seems incred-
fble In vieor of the Hmportncs winch b now nghtly plced
on hboratary findings.
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My fire copcern was that darl Lirtle room itself Tt would
have to be completely tunsformed, and T mean completely So,
without further presmble, I went to work,

I took all the boutles and other gl pleces and dumped
them, whether broken or not, into » bushel basket. T poured
the reagents down the snk they were 30 weak they didnt
even react within the pipes going down. The janiror kt me
tnm-nwp.lbuckttmdnb!gmbbhghmdnUnngpkﬂfY
of Kirks American Family Soap and Lysol, I scrobbed the
walls and shelve, cleaned the grime of yrars from the window-
pancs snd swabbed the floor

People n the bospreal heard about this snd came sround
to see whit land of erxzy man this was who was dowg work
of thn lond, althongh he was a gradmte doctor It made oo
difference to me. It Is my natnre that 1 cannot work in » dirty
or witdy phce. Somebody had to brmg order and cleanfiness
out of this mess, or [ couldn ¢ have stayed in i

Murphy had told me that Mercy Hospinl lud s contract
under which Notthwestern Univerury Medical School was sop-
posed to formbh onr laboratory supplier, AR I needed to do
wo to walk four or five blocks to Norhwestern, and gt
what we needed from Dr Long who was in charge of the
hborstory there.

The one person who did not scem to undensaand thy o7
rangement was Dr. Long He advised me that he knew oothug
abont formshing me or Mercy Hospind with any supplies, end
thit be tad not been informed of any contract between e

umvernty and the hospitd,

When T coold ctch Marphy the next dsy 1 told him whet
Dr Long bud said.

Aurphy wid, “Well, there 1 8 conmact, snd 1 went yoo
get those materiaty”

*1 watl, Doctor * [ tund.

Firss, I sevicwed in my mind what matenals we woald need:
then | dnfred over to Dr Longs haborstory and spotted the
pbcuwhﬂexhcymhp(.\mhdmngms,lmcomﬂﬂfd
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Dr Loog's swistant, Dr Willam H. Holimes, who In after
years was to be the closest friend I hed m Clreago but at
ths pomt he was no help. I told him my troubles and did my
best to convince him he should loosen up with some supplies,
but that North of Ireland Scotsman turned out to be tighter
than Long 1 beat 2 strategic retreat back to Mercy and mde
up my mnd what to do.

Late the next evening I went beck to Northwestern with
two large market boskets over my arm I entered by the front
door s though 1 belonged there, and proceeded to the second
floor The hborstory was dark, I tned the door It opened.
1 turned o the hghts and, wrthout hmrrying too much, loaded
my baskets with all the chermicals, bottles, test tubes, decanters
and stends they could hold, snd carried them back to my
liborstory

About noen of the second day following when Murphy was
through opersing he exme bouncmg into my lboratory By
thet tme, I had most of the bottles and chemicals msmlled.
Murphy looked around st them and sud, “Dr Edwards wants
you fired.”

“Who is Dr Edwards®” I atked.

“He #t merely dean of medicine at Northwestern University *
Muarphy sud. *Did you get an order from him for these
supplies?™

“No, sir 1 didn't. T didn t even know who he we”

“Well,* Murphy sid, “he ceme into my office yesterday after
toon, so md he wes purple in the face, and he mid ono of
Ty men, piming you, had entered Dr Long’s abootory and
stolea 1 lot of suppHer” He Jooked around sgain st my nest
umay of stuff “Couklnt you get permmuon to take them?”

“No, ur 1 told you I coukdnt, so I took them without per
;‘Eﬂwhmdhnethtym\uuord:mdmomgct(hcnuﬁ

got in”

“Well* e xaid, whth o funt swprcion of a smile, “naxt tdme
k would be more tzctful to get an order from the dean before
you tke things sway from the medical school” That was all
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Aly first concern was that dark Hule room aself Tt wweld
have to be completely transformed, and [ mean completely So,
without further preamble, T went to work.

1 ook #ll the botrles and other gl pieces ond dumped
them, whether broken or not, into o tashel basket. 1 poored
the reagents down the smk they were o weak they didnt
even rexct within the pipes gomp down. The panfror ket me
have & mop, a bucket and & big scrobbing brush, Usng plenty
of Rirks Amencan Famih Scop and Lysol | scrubbed the
walks end shelves, cleaned the gnme of years from the window
panes snd swabbed the floor

People in the boxpital heard sbomt this snd came asound
to sc¢ what land of crazy man tha wa who wis dong work
of this kind, akhough he was o graduate doctor It made mo
difference © me. It it my natore that T camnot work fn & diny
or untidy plce. Somebody had to brmg order end chanknes
out of this mess, or I conldn t have stayed in 1t

Murphy had told me thar Mercy Hospmal had s cootrect
under which Northwestern Universin MNedscal School was s5p-
povcdtufunmhwrhbomnrymppbu}.ﬂlnnddmdﬂ
wus o walk four or five blocks to Northwestern, snd Jot
what we needed from Dr Long who was m charge of tho
Iaborstory there,

The one person who did not seem to undentand this &
rangement wrs Dt Long He advised me that he knew notbing
nbcmfnmklungmorhiucyﬂaspmlwithm}‘mﬁ‘mm!
that he had not been informed of any contracs becween the
umvernty and the hospiral

When I could cateh Afurphy the next day 1 told hun what
Dr Long bad smd.

Murphy sard, “Well, there 13 2 conmact, aud 1 want you ©
get those matenaly”

“T will, Doctor ™ I aid.

First, [ remewed m my mund what materils we wonld oced.
then 1 drifeed over to Dr Longs laboratory and sporied the
plices where they were kept, While doing thix, [
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time, and this was an anignment [ mesat to canry out in first
nte style. But my schedule did not sem to be too popubr
smong some of my colleaguer Ope day 1 was visired m the
hibanstory by the senlor intern and two others.

“Look here, Magnuoson,” mid the senior intemn, whose name
was Frost, “yoove got to quit this busnes. We kmow you
can't put these specimens through that process without working
at Jest pateen hours 2 day We know youre smymng up tll
eleven oclock cvery night to change your paraffios and get
them st for the next morning s blecking md cutnng *

I laughed and said, “Youre telling me! Pm the fellow whos
downg ft. But I lavent snything else on my mind, and If I
gtt out on Sunday that's ol T wane”

“Well,” mid Frost, “youd better stop ft. The finst thing you
Inow Alurphy will be expecting us to do the same thing ”

One of the others stid, “Look, f Muwphy wants a pathal-
ogixt willing t work shrreen hourns & day why doesn't be hire
onc, instead of wmy an fotem?”

“Gentlemen,” 1 sid, “as long & Mmphy likes what I'm
doing I don't care what you dunk of 1t.”

Frost turned red m the face, but they mrust have realized
I meant what 1 nid, became they went eway [ continued
gving Mercy Hospltel twenty four-hour kborutory service o
long a3 1 was on that swignment.

I was liviog by this tme at the Metropale Hotel on the
comer of 23rd and Alichigan, one of the nicest family hotels
In Chicego snd of course far out of my resch financhally if
I hadnt tud one of the many strokes of luck that bave come
to my rescoe all through my life.

Murphy had phumed to get me & room in the hoeplul, but
bad ron up aginst 2 chose m the contmct with Northwestern
which eaid that Northwestern was to farnish Mercy’s interns,
As & Pemsylvanh mom, 1 was refosed & roam. That refunl,
Incidenmally was the beginning of a1 fend between Alurphy
#d Desn Edwards of Northwestern Medical School that was
to coatinne until Murphy died.
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Murphy came and broke the news o me that 1 woold e
to find o place to hive, preferably somewhere neary Not mmy
vears before, this neghborhood —~ Mercy Hospimal was Jocated
between Pruine Avenue and Calumet, on a6th Steet—had
been one of the best in Chicago but now  had sarmed
degencrite, Every moment T coufd steal from my wark 1 spent
tryuig to find 1 room s clean and satisfactorv o the ore 1
tud with M. Bristol on the far side of town I trodged end-
lely up one street and down snother Tmging the doorbell of
sy homse dut bud ¢ “Room” ugn 1 fs window but oh, what
sordidness! It was just 100 mroch for a country boy I coukdnt
take it

Haw I tappened to sroll wato the Metropale after oot of
these unsoccemsfol room honts, I wouldnt know However,
the lobby was so chean snd well fumished that I couddn't redst
wking the clerk how much was the cheapest room he had He
quoted me & price per week that was eqmal to about hulf my
month s allowsnce, end ¥ probably looked so woebegone that he
00k pity on me, beesuse bo xid, “World yoo reafly Ske to fre
here?”

{ 5id I certamly would, smd he saked if he coold show me
2 room they couldnt rent to their regubar clientele, We went
up to the sixth floar he unlocked & door and 1 sxw a bk
L-staped room runnmg around rwo sides of the ekevator shaft,
with 2 small bath &t the end of the L, onc wmdow facmg
north and furnushings conusting of » eof, 8 drewer and » chale
There was just shoat rooot for a fairh thin pun co squeatt
through berween them. Bot everything was spotiess,

T doat need sny more room than thiy” 1 eid, “T woet
be bere much except to skeep, anyway How mch om you let
e have it for?”

“Well" he sdd, “we doat bave o doctor fn the bouse, sod
our help need medscal care from time to time. 1 was thinkig.
if we bad » doctor here who dido’t charge smything —" I¢
hemimed and hewed a littke —“ob, do vou sappose you could
pay fifteen doltars & month for this room?”™
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I thanked him wrh dignity o he wouldn't know how really
grateful I felt, Some of the rooms iu that hotdd were renting
for m much s3 fiftecn dollars 2 day It did not take me long
to move my belongings down from the North Side.

I never lnd my cxose to be sorry 1 had wandered into the
Metropole that day I not cnly took care of the hotel employees
whenover necessary  but after o while 1 ecoasiomlly goc o pro-
fenlonal call from a guest, which helped pay the rent and
WS very gratifying to one of my sge becruse 1 made me really
and truly 1 doctor building up s practice, not just a young whelp
sround the hospital. By this time, I had passed my Stare Board
exam.

One of my patients st the botel was & gl named Viokt
Dare, who was 1 really good mumcal comedy mmger and dancer
She was starnng st that time in The Flirting Provcest at o
downtown theater, and had the misfortune to get  bad infec
tlon of one of her big toes. I lanced it for her Of course the
proper treatment woald have been to gave the infected part
complete rest for seversl days, but AMis Dare insisted thet the
show must go on so, every week night and twice on Wednes-
davs and Saturdsys she danced on thet poor toe In what mow
bave been excrucunng pain And every night | went co her
roam, put hot compresses on her toe, which was swelled wp
to sbout the mze of & golf ball, and tried to persmade ber that
the thow wan't es fmportant es her heabth. She went nght on
dinelng, end cventmlly the swelling dimppeared. I relly od-
mired that git's courage.

Amoog the most rewardmg and plestantest fnendshrps 1 had
st the hotel was one with sn unmarned hdy e mumber of
years my senlor Almost every Smday she wsed to take me oat
far a spin n her chanffenr-driven White Sceamer ¢ huge bras-
bound vehicle of grest luxurioumes. \We wumlly went some
where In the suburbs and sometimes had funch at e good
restzorant. Miss T was & widely traveled and well-resd woman,
I enjoved our mlks, the excellent food which was cosung me
nothmg and the chance to see something of Chucgo snd its
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enviroes. I suppose she mvited me bectuse she vranted to be-
friend & seemingly lonely vomng man, and, bemg over st
feet tall, stwavs well-dressed and perbaps not bad-looking, 1
was probably fauly sceeptable company for Sundsy I sm sare
there was nothing more to it, not st firsz enywe)

So on a Sundsy cight after one of cur expeditions 1 was fn
my room reading when the telephone rang Tt was Min T

“PmL"d:emd,“wunldycmplnucomedm‘nmdmme?‘

“Are you nck, Mis T3" I asked,

“No Oh, no I'm not sick. I only want to wlk to yon sboot
wmething »

No thinling much of it, I went down to her suite. When I
¥nocked, she called om to me to come In, the door Wi o
the hatch. Her living room was dimly hghted by a smgle shaded
hmp Mss T was not m sight. Her veice came to me from
the bedroom, which was in darkness, & 1 covld see chroogh
s open door

“Pral, Im fo here. Come on " [ stood whert I wet
“Prul, aren t you coming to sec me?”

1 didnt need a guide book to know what was going on |
won t say 1 wasn't tempted. Min T was not st ol orsromectivg,
and 1 febt both sympathenc and gratefal to ber but she didnt
Inow the strength of the Presbyterian upbringing my mother
had given me, or of my devodon to Alice.

“AMjss T" I raid, T like yon very much, I're stways enjoyed
your company Youre gne of the best friends 11U ever bave.
Bur 1ve told you 'm engeged to be married. Thars very
important to me. 1 thimk I'd better sy good night.”

Atiss T didn ¢ reply so [ left and went back up to my room
mtput-nopmon:Smdavexcnmlom.bmw*mAﬁcc
came t tpend 4 fou days fn Chucago s lde luer Mes T
took ber out for a drive and entermained us both brishly o
dimner When I was saying good night 1o her and thunking
ber she dropped the only remark I ever heard her make ebout
thst Sonday evenmg
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"Your litle Alce b Jovely ” the said, "sech high color s
warm! Bt 1 think you have no blood m you st all®

The doctors in the hospitsl seemed to ke my hboratory
service. They began to Insist on more snd more of the same.
Pretty soon it became too nmch for one mam to handle, and
they gave me en ssostant to do the routine work. Ths m tum
wct mc free m the momings to take part in the operating room
climes. At kst

1 was what was called a second ssbstant, e rank which en-
ttled me o do what I was told of & medical nature aromnd
the operating room, end during an operation, stand close st
one side of the table, holdmg the retractors which pulled the
woand open to the surgeon could work inside, concentrating
on Leeping them at emsctly the angle Morphy had mdrcaved
md patting just the right smommt of pall on them. If you let
the wound become the Jesst bit twisted, or failed to keep f
far cnough open, Murphy never wasted words on you. You
got & sharp rap on the lumckdes with an dght mch clamp.

He warked with a tremendous concentration, which ensbled
him to operste very fast and still grve close attention to cvery
minute detall, and b running explanaions of hs procedures
1o the vinrors looking down from the amphitheater were always
clear precrse and, o me, fascinsting Behere me, 1 appreciated
the chance to be there,

At the same time, [ found oot that one of the problems for
t very jonlor ssistmt on Aurphy’s tam was to Leep one’s
self-respect. He was ;o magnificent a figure humself that he
was inclined to overlook ather people s digntty #3 human belnge
He could be tremendowmly mreastic, and w1s not sbove getting
& bugh from the endiemce ar the expense of his awistants, one
of wham be rode snd ridicoled from morning to might in a
w1y thar | wonldn't have been prepared o sund for

One day when I was siting in the operating room on & stool
on the side linex, not scrnally enguged m the operston then
golng on, s fly came buzzing arcund. Everybody in an operst
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tables of mstruments sgomnst it. When the fly zoomed up mto
the amphithester several people op there mede swipes at 3t
withowt succens, Fimlly Marphy became a little fmpanent with
oll thus swishing sbout, He turmed away from the openting
table, looked st me with those plercing eyes of his and sid,
with what { consldered a dirty scer

“Magnuson, catch that fly!”

His tone raned the heir on the beck of my neck 1 wosld
have been very ghd to cach chat fiv i I could WWhar g
under mv skin was the wy the sudsence enickered st AMlurphy 3
mammer in giving me the order — o though 1 were the offical
fiveatches of the clime, | got up and walked over to where the
fly tad last been seen. It wam't there any more, | soouted all
around. It was nowhere m nght. So I walled out of the opersng
room.

1 waired for Murphy in the dremmg room sfrerwards, md
when he had his mask end gloves off said to hum, not in temper
but farly firmly

“Dr Murply I am here to do anythng T cen to help and
to learn. But T dont ble bemg made « mookey of ether in
povate or in public. 1 am sure you didnt men mything -
sultmg when you ordered me to catch that flv bat the 1oo8
you used made the andience laugh, It implied thae T was good
fufnm}ungtrwndhcrcexccp(un:iﬁngﬂb.mdl"m"
lke i

Murphy looked st me, then smiled snd snd. T didnt mass
to insuk you, and if 1 did, 1 spologrze.”

That was the hst tme Morphy ever did or said
ﬂntmﬂldbccnmd:mdrhesﬁgmm-ﬂmmmc.lnhnf
got adong very well with the grest muan, akboagh I neves
enpoyed amy sense of peroml familanty with hum, or a0y
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resl feeling of & relaxed and casy interchange of idess. He
was ehrays the giver of wisdom from on hugh, even when he
really wanted to unbend towards his ayestanty and stndents

We younger men had a fittle medical discrmion group which
met ocessonslly m the dinlng room of his house og Michigan
Avenue, about sx blocks from the hosptal, the centnl 1dea
bemg that at each of these mestmgs one of w would spak
on some partcoler subject. When it came my tum, T chose
injuries of the knee, 1 prepared myself by spending ol my
sparo thne 1 the enstomdcal laborwtories, disecting Lnes jounn
umtil 1 thought 1 knew every lgement, crom-pull, motion,
sttun and teneon of that enormomly complicated prece of
bodily machmnery But how to demonstrate my poms® Drawimgs
of the haman knee did not seem good enocgh, becrma 1 in-
tended to make thny the bew exposition on that joint ever
beard fn Clucago, No, I needed o real knee, That night, when
I walked over to Murphy's howse from the hospral, 1 had
under my arm the whole leg of ¢ cadaver wrepped up n 2
pece of olkloth.

Mrx. Murphy and her three sttrectrve danghrers were far
tonately upstin when 1 uowrepped the beg and knd it out
o ber berutifol mahogany dining table. 1 am afraid, thongh,
that the odor of the smtomical laboratory was still noticeable
In ther dining room when they cam¢ dawn to brakfast the
Dext morning

At any mte, 1 hamched forth precty confidemtly on my
keture, openmg with what was to bo & thorough analvsis of
the smatomy of the knee Almost jmmediately 1 noticed thac
Maorphy was itching end sqmrmmg m his chair sz the head
of the uble, I had not spoken for ten minutes before he got
T, crme around to where 1 stood, took the specimen oot of
my hand, and for ¢ sofid howr snd & half held all of us speil-
bound about knte joints, wiat happems to them, what am
}nppcuro:hcmmdwh-the}nmlﬂndscmlnppmmm
It vras fasct fotve, itable, but it dido’t do my
nnnhmynood,udth:twuv.hamhl:vmhh(uxphy
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Tremendous teacher that he w2s, he could oot bear to hbem
o anyone else teaching

One of the effects of ths persomality trarc was that he never
held top sren s his essbianty very long We nsed to sty aroond
the hospreal thar he “sre them vp.” No marter how mmch they
rught Faro from him—and that was plenty —~the time shear
came when they felt stifled, and quit,

On the other hand, he had 2 fannsde abifity to ceprase
the loyalty af the padents who flacked to him from hundreds
of miles aroemd. No matter how many of them there wers,
he took care of them all umself befare, durng wad afrer the
operanon, devoung two whole mormungs 3 week to counmung
hus postoperstive cares, havmg thear dresmgy changed and
checking on thar progres. He never delegated anythung Iif he
could help i, except that be did sllow Dr Neff 1o sew wp
Occanomally one of his cases keft the hospind with & very poor
resule, but I never htard of sy who went awsy blaming
Murphy Ther setude, gt which 1 always marveled, was tht
It Murphy couldnt do it, it conldnt be dons; it was the will
of God.

Onc d2y be arrangtd to have & recent case of his sppear
in the wmphith mad ple of 2 sful arthro-
plsty of the lmee. This cun had & mff Juoee and Muphy
had opened 1t, carved & new knee jomt out of the sold o,
and mrerpased timne berween the two bones which had bees
separated. The patients sswgnment on ths day was o wilk
vmided scrost the operstng room floor and thus show the
sadience, & group of distinguished visidng sargeons from 1he
East, what o suecen the operatron had been,

1 was o the dressing room curside the smphithtater when
the man ernved. To my coasternanon he was draggmg himself
along and ot too aunbly st that, on » pair of crmches, Wakt
ing 1n the dresung room, out of eght of the wudience, be
kaned heanly on them, and looked abaowe as much of & cnpple
18 on¢ counld imagine. But wixn Aorphy calied fns name, be
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stradghtened up, gotted his teeth, and thrust the ermtches mto
my hands,

T mid, “Youre not going to try to walk without these
crutches, are you?”

He looked me ficreely In the eye.

*If Dr Murphy wants me to walk” he smid, “TT walk,
Doctar Il walk for him™
With that, bolding himself erect, his Lps compremed with
the pain of the efforr, be marched out mto the amphithester
Hke s Christian entering the Roman Colseum. His entrance
wrs greered by a voliey of applanse, Half & dozen times, a1 he
made hs way acrom the operatng room end beck sgeln, 1
thought he was gong to fall, but he mansged somehow to
complete the trip Onee safely ot of the andience s sight sgein,
he collapeed into my arma.

“1 gever thoughs you d make ir,” [ stid.

“Hell, Doctar ” he panted, “you dida't think T'd ket the Old
Man down In front of a bunch of damned Essterners, did
you?”

You could be sure thar hfe with John Benjamin Murphy
‘would never be dull. His restlens energy flamboyant personaliry
and superh techme, hit darmg in trying the new and unortho-
dox, bes personsl feuds with half the other sargeons m town,
combined to creare an stmosphere of exchament, of bemg on
the imnde of the grestest snd mox dramaic developments in
the whole world of medicine st that dme.

In that winter of 1909, I taw Dr Afurphy me what was o
mc o completely wmheard-of technic on 3 womn who tad
the knd of frecrure most people call ¢ broken hp The hip,
of course, &5 4 clmsic balland-socker joint. The socket = on
the nde of the fHum, or pelvic bone, and the ball that rotrees
In it i1 on the end of the peck of the femmr or thighbone.
This narrow neck, apecally m elderly people whose bones
have become brirtde, is very hikely to be broken off The prob-
lem in such & case 1 to get the scparseed neck beck m plice
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1t the night angle to the top of the femur snd hold it there
long enough 1o it can grow back again.

In those days this broken hip, or wore properly fracrure
of the neck of the ferur was wmlly trested by what wm
catled the Whitman method, which mvolved sproadng the ps-
vent’s legs far apart, toming the toe m and potung 2 omt
on from the end of the toe on the affected sde clear wp
sround the chest, with the bips straight or sometimes pulled
beck into en extended pontion. In many cases, bectuse the
patents were wrally pest suxty this so-called treanment resubeed
in hypostatic preumonis, bed sores oa the heel and hip, terific
discomfort, and not infrequently desth. The petient was sup-
posed to be held . this tortared pomtion for not ks thm
thirteen weelyt

No wonder orthopedic and genen] sorgery had beem oa t
scarch for a method which would relleve the padent of this
prolonged sgony snd give berrer remin, The Wiatman method
produced not over 40 per cent utoms or cares, The prtiet
wxt left weh & more or len atiff hip, knee end snlic for
months afterwards, if not permanently

What | sw Murphy perform was an opention to fix th
fracture by driving » heavy spike up from the ounide of the
apper end of the femur through the middle of the neck, and
1nto the head of the bone, This b whar b calhed milng, w4
now it a gencrally acceped method. The only mayor difference
s that, fnstead of fron muls, which were all we had in thost
dave, we have mih mde of vitalium, » rnomlmristog noo-
elccu‘olmcnw!,whnchdoano(amemymdmlmmd
softening around the place where #t comes in contact with the
bone, which was the trooble with the iron nail

And s for methods of downg that operadon, 1 woald &l
choose Murphy s spproach over others which have been recom-
mended mnce. He went throngh the side of the thugh st &
right angle, which put him m position to drive the nail sraight

m
1 helped with every sott of operation from the simplest @
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the mos difficok. [ was with lum while he sweated for three
wbd bours to mve the bfe of s penniles washerwomun with
an obetruction of the duodenum. And one dark 2 anr [ saw
hm digging Lterally up to bes elbow in the abdomen of Chi
crgo s Mayor Bume, who wdghed over three hundred poands,
trying and trying to find the Mayors infected appendix, and
at last coming up with it m & conditon near to burstng

Yer, quite @ man was Muorphy, with all the atributes you
ste In sccemful individual m any bosdness or professon, s
well & o highly scientific mund. T stways used to thmk that
i he had begun Efe a3 a hod carrier he would have wound
up a3 the president of a big constrocnon company

After 2 year or so with hmm, during which I wasat paid 2
cent, 1 went to him fn our dreming room sfter surgery was
finkhed one dey snd told lum I honestly thought I ought to
begin making 2 Yirtls money

*“YouTl find it always comes in weeful,” he sud. “Yes, youre
nght. 1ts tme you set up In prectice for yourself” To my
surprse, he put hs hand on my shonlder “I think if I were
you, Td go over to Husted Street. Thats where I started.
You can help me here m the momingy and go out there in
the afternoons.” He smiled a Ltde, “The dollers you ger will
be duty and maybe some of em will stink of the shughter
howse, bot youll get more of them there than yon would
enywhere che, snd more experence slong with them.™

So thar's what I decided to do. I was rwenty five years old
What & nerve [ had m those days!



Chapter Seven

1 wrotr T0 Ak, telling her o come right down She
could vint ber brother and tlsteran-hiw who Eved ln Wood-
lawn, out near the Midway She didnt hemtite soy more than
1 wonld bave if she had st for me under similar ciroumstances.
She took the first train sfter gettmg my letter

I remember in the evensog at her brother’s house, she wure
a dress of Abce bloe ulk which made me thimk she was the
very gl the color had been named for It was the perfect
shade for hey rosy complevion and soft brown halr 1 told ber
sbout my plan, snd sked ber if she would come and help
me find 3 good Jocsuon for an embryo surgeon. Of counse |
could have doae thar by myself, but 1 wanted her 10 ke et
m it. That was the way we were with each other

We met at Halsted and 63rd Streens the next afremoon after
1 was throogh workmg with Murphy At that ume of day
the mrectcars were not crowded. We boarded one heading
north on Halied Saeer Alce w3t on one sde and 1 on the
other Ths wav we coutd look over both sides of the street.
Luackilv 1t wos a boght, narm September dny  became the &r
windows were 30 dirty we conldnt bave scen a blessed thing
if they tadn ¢ been open.

Halsted Streer was one of the most mrercsting phees fn
the world to me, a roaring streer of factories, shims, pool all,
saloons, prwshops, stables 10d evervihmg elie you coald think
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swarming with every ingredient of the melting pot of

Alfice and 1 didn t spot anything that looked very promusing
for & doctor untl we reached the most bmportant instrrution
on Halsted Sercet, the stockyards, whech nm along it for two
mikes, from 47th to jpth Strees. When the car stopped st
Root Strect, which runs esst and west at the maln entance
o the stockyards, 1 looked st her and she looked at me, and
we got off It was & tremendously active neighborhood. The
Habted Streer cary, the Root Sereet cars and the clevated trecks
ol convaged st that pamr. Here was the froat gaee of the
stockyards, st the head of a wide thoronghfare, called Exchunge
Avenue, ruoning strught west down the muddle of the yards
to Swift and Companys baildmg, pest the Srockyards Iom,
the smphithester end the offices of the Seock Yard Company
jtaelf and the Chicago Junction Raltway Through the channel
creaed by these streets and balldings, the labarers, stockmen,
shughterers, meatcutrers, clerks, porters, engfneers, swrechmen,
mamgers and others who made thelr living m the stockyards
flowed In and out, not only by day but most of the mghe
The aattle truns med to come in during the hours after mid-
night, end the buyers were out there st three m the mommg
mxﬁd:drpinkafdtlmnthquymdnnhyndmphce
might be, 1t was slive. Here wis humnity in sbundance, not
% pretty but real and, I thought, subject to Joms of silmentt
Alice suggested we ought to scout up sad down the strest
and see bow tany doctors offices we could see. We found
five. [ Lnew one mame, that of Dr Hagey who had been there
many vears and was regarded o9 a fixture. He ws o good man,
but 1 didn ¢t have any Informanon on the others.

“What do you think?” Alice sud.

“Five bt so many * 1 said, “These people aroemd here may
not know ic vet, bat they need anotber good doctor and thats
e

Right oppotize the stockyards we srw an unpretentions bocel
o
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wod saloon called dre Allen House, | went irrto the saloon and
introduced mrywelf to Mr Allen, the proprietor He was a Brrle
short, round, fat man, md one of the mildestmannersd ind-
vidmb you ever mw 1 found oot afterwards that be never
took & drink himself —a rarity amoog Chicago mloonkeepens
in those days. I sked lum i he had any sooms to rent npatsine

“Whst do you want ooe for?” he mid.

1 replied, “T'o open an office, I'm a doctor ®

He ald, “You go shead upstaisy and sec the woman up there.
Shs runs the roonms.”

So my gul and [ climbed steep, strught stoiry to the secoed
floor where the woman met w in # large old-fashioned utdng
room. She showed us two coanecting rooms oa that floor
Thn rooming house evidensly catered mosily ro the fannen
who brought catde fnto the stockvards, and 1t seemed perlectly
respectable mn a somewhst dingy way So, with msgirings, Wt
ssked the hindbidy how much the rent was She looked us over
pretty carefully end I thrmk muybe her heyrr softened towards
us &1 1 young couple juxt saring out I Bfe, becawe s
quoted me ¢ price af oaly twenty five dollars » month. I ssked
bet to let us 1alk it over

We wenr dowmmuiss sgam, snd on the ndewrlk 1 sid ©
Abee

'Doyoummkyouanuvedmewhﬂelmgumgmmd?'

She sud, “T can of you can”

“Well,” 1 sud, “we re not going to. | inrend to be suoces-
fol, md I doa ¢ plan to have to hve on Halsted Streer.”

She lrughed, “I knew that when yon saked me the queston”

She waited on the ndewslk while 1 went back upstaes sod
sented the rooms. When I pat her on the train the new day 1
told her k& woald not be long before 1 would be coming sfeet
hez, to brmg her back to Chicago permanemtly Sbe sud she
didac hsve any daubt wbout k, ber confidence was jost &
STONng 9 N,

The front room of my office wa already formphed, 1 fixed
the back room op with a rolltop desk snd » chesp exsminiog
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rght over Mr Allens bar And I had my nupe paured on o
shingle and nailed to the side of the doar downstains.

So there 1 wus, establuhed on my own. I wrote to my father
to tell him he dulnt have to gend me m allowance any more;
1wt off his beck at lest. Ho wrote to say that that wes all
pgit with him, if 1 wanted it that way Baor there wo one
thing worrving him. He bad been brought up to believs that
2 doctor had to have two thngs e fur-dmred cot #nd erther o
borse and boggy or an sutomobfle. If he didn't, be wemt a
doctor I already hed the coat, which he hed glven me tome
tme befare. Now here was o check —1 must go aod buy
myself w car I did not hemate long of st all It was thres
miles from Mercy Hospiol to Habed Screet, snd [ had been
really worrled about the amomnt of tme 1 would have to
wste getring back and forth by strectear especially in view
of my old prejudice sgeinst that form of msporndon. 1
went downtown and bonght a Iittle secondhand two-cylinder
Autocsr rumabour, peinted dark blue, with big brass acctylene
hesdlampe, a pair of sexts wway up high and the genenl sppesr
1oce of & buggy trying to find & horse. It made « nobse Hke
2 power ewnmower and s ot much faster than one, But
it ot me where I was gomg in the sryle | wanted and did
‘wonders for my morale,

Every day when opersting was throogh ar Mercy Hospital
—the Lboratory had been tumed over to somebody che—1
bought « mndwich ar the bash-house oo the comer, chugged
out to the Allen House in my Autocsr chmbed the stun to

it in like vidtong royatty Of cours it 15 tradidonal char the
i what happems to young doctors when they fint put out
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their shingles. Neverthelem, 1t jolted me to find thot noboedy
in the world had the dightest {nterest n the fact that 1 ke
come to Halsted Street and nobody cared what a good docor
1 thought | was.

1 ressoned that there must be plenty of busness aboot with
all thar manufscunng and commotion, sl those cane wwim
coming m at night, sll those nen unconpling froghresss, hesd
mg panicky steers, opernting heavy mchmery puhing carts,
driving drays and, often s not, gravitatng after work into the
tough saloons along Haltrad and Root snd the otwer seen
near the stockyards. How could 1 make some of it come 1o
me?

In those dayy, if » man was injored at warl, the responsibility
fell to the umckeeper at the gate whose job was 1o check e
ployees i and out. He determined whether the mpjured man
shoald be sent to o doctor snd what doctor be should be seot
0. Management frselt was not interested st all There were o0
workmens compensation hws As for the danger of bty
bwsuits, the sititude of businens execuuves and ther insursoce
companies was epomized fn the motto “Settle em for a doliar
while the blood flowst™ That o nhat they did, oo, In my
and many & case,

I made the rounds of the tmekeepen, ssling them to cof-
sider sending some of ther injuries 1o me. They all gave m
the mme entwer they already had & doctor If they necded
snocher one, they’d let me know Tt wes easy to see that of 1
relied on that kind of promuse I would never get my patintt
It occarred o me that there must be a good many ocoxsors
when the nmekeeper conldnt reach his regulac doctor bet
he couldn £ always get me erther 80 there we were.

Pondenng this state of affury, I walked into Mr Allens
saloon below my office one aftemoon. Things were quict. The
old man wared to me from behind the end of the bar

“Hello, Doc, how & bunnese?™

*Terrble, There ntany 7

I Jooked up to where that office of mine stood empty right
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overhead, extlng up twenty five dolhrs cvery smgle moath
unfailmgly and then and there had 1 happy ides.

“Mr Allen,” 1 sld, “if T had the tckephone company ron
s line sraight down from my desk overhead and put 1 ex
tersion telephone on the end of this bar, would the boys answer
it for me?™

The old gentieman understood right sway *Sare, Doc, they’ll
be ghd o help you out” I went upstains snd called the tele-
phooe campany Thev had no objecnon to putnng in the ex
tension downstadrs. By the noxt afternoon, 1 had what mmst
have been the world's fint telephanc smwering service. What
i more, Jt operated twenty four houm & day Although saloons
In Chicago were supposed to close st 3 4xd. and smy shot
untll cven In the morning all rubes were off along Hakted
Sererr.

So then [ started on my rounds sgam, calfing on those time-
keepers In thar shacks and Linde offices. When 1 hed indoced
ouc of than to admit that sometmes he couldn ¢ get bis waal
doctor | mid.

“Well, theres atways someone m my office. You can get
service there day or night, any tme you ring the telephone.”

And 1 left my cxrd with my telephone mamber on it.

From then on, 1 began to get cawes, not suddenly or in &
spectacular frhion, but one or two s diy sometimes three
or four The way it worked wus that the telephono rang and
if T wasn t there the bartender downstais snswered. The con-
¥enation then mn samething like tho:

“Hello. Is the doc there?™

“He just stepped out. Who wants lam?™

“This is the Independent Packing Company "

“What & the matter? You got & case?”

“Yet, one of onr fellows broke hm arm™

*Well, send hum over The doc will be back by the time
you can get the guy here”

That was o somewhat resh prombe, but I did not miys out
oa k very often, The minute thev hung up, the boys m the
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tar wonld call me 2t the hospatal or the hotel and 1 woold
drop whatever I was doing, or jump out of bed of & wo x
mght, rush oot the two miles to Root snd Habeed o my
Iitle Autocar that shook sidewnys Dile & millshake muxer md
dash up the sadrs o my office, wnufly jomr abead of the men
bringing in the patent. The fact that the imured man ordimrily
had to be given first «id «t the phint to keep him from bleeding
t0 dath or succumbing to shock on the way oyer grve m¢
just the nme advantage I needed.

Murphy knew afl about this end elways redessed me of pox
gble. On the few occwsions when I could not leave, 1 gt
saother intern to go and Jook the patient over patch up his
wounds and make him comforable. Then o soon & 1 wnt
free, I went out and took charge, sod 1t wes my cme from
then on. These men had broken bones, torn Eyements, wrenched
becks, } dons (the butchers i the packingh were
always catting thempselves) and cvery now amd then m acwe
sppendiv. The senous cates | brooghe back to Mercy Hosplud
The others I treated on my own whae-panted table end set
home or back to work. These were il poor worlongmen.
Thres dollars was & big fee, snd m some imomees, when I
Incw 1 mun would be incepaciated for the rest of bis fife, and
his emplovers did not aclnowledge sny responsibility for him,
I did not feel justified m charging anything at all Even with
my bar answermg-sermee in foll opemation, | needed more

cascs,
Of all the firms domg bmintn In the stockyards, the ooe
thit wes hurtmg the most men was the Chicago Junction
Rallway The tracks wese buik close to tuny of the sheds and
men woald be rolled or knocked off the sides of the trrm,
or would slip and ger their tegs under the whaeh, or try
Kick over the drawbars with their feet. Kicking over a drawhae
yery frequently resolred m s man having his foot ot the lower
part of hs leg smashed by the couplng It was againat the roles,
30 when & man hurr hamsclf that way the company swumed
no Bability Therefore the man got nothng He was 2 charge
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the community forever after wnless the doctor was ahle
mve his leg
1 resoived to try for the Juncton Ballweys buosines. The

plenty of similir meldents in his history 1 bappened o know
thot Mr. Fizgerald was & brother-in-bw of Edwerd F Swift,
sd I nd 2 aalling scqousintance with Mr. Swifts daughter
Anm Msy who on Sondsy evenings uwd to make the best
‘Welsh rarebet in the world, 1 wakzed over to Edward F ¢ affice

He nid, *T won't give you a letter Il call him up.”

He picked mp the telephone, got Firgentld oo the Ine
"Dick,” he said, “T have a young doctor bere who b« friend
of Anns May’s snd yoar drughter Gertrudes and he sys he

So | went wcross Exchange Avermue and up into the Junction
Raflway office. Mr Figgenld greeted me cordally 1 twid
him straight out wiae I wanted. At fint he was not gong to
give me any more than I could have got from his tmekeepery
mamely the privilege of toking any emergency cwes that might
tum up when the Junctons reguhir doctor was uorvsikble.
I thenked hmm politely for this, snd exphmed why it was not
enongh. At kength he mid he wonld mive orders that, If any
of biy men chose to go to me instead of the company's regubar
doctor they could do so.

“Now vou won't have very pmch business thit way ™ he
added

“Why not” T said.



96 RING THE NIGHT BELL

“Becawse this other fellow hay been here 2 long tme, The
men knaw him.”

“*That m3y pot be such a doadvantsge, MIr Frogendd* 1
sud “He mey fnve nude enough eneodes by ths nme wo [
can ke over most of your business withous much effort,”

This wus the mans own kind of wlk He looked ot me
shrewdly and gave a shorr hangh.

“All nght, young fellow " he mid, "yonre welcome to by
Bot youd berter do a good job of i, bectmo whishever coe
of you docs hes the grester shure of our besiness st the ed
of the year s gaing to get it all. Understand?™

I sud I understand, shook his hand end went ot of there
pretty bghtheartedly Later m my linle bare office wp over
the maloon, 1 began to wonder shout my chenerr There wo
1o sound rexton to cuppase [ conld get half the Chicego June
ton 3 business 1n few chan a year's tme. | couldn’t go out md
buttonhale prospective patients. I couldn t advestse, There w0
not ¢ magle thmg I could do 1o improve my prospects except
go on giving the best care 1 could t» the pavenn who came
my way

The chief 1 had ar Nonthwestern in after years, Dy Schrot-
der uwd to my to me, “Magge, if they pshed vou down 3
sewer youd come up stmefling of violet water ™ Thiy turncd
oot 1o be one of the times when that was croe.

Hardly more than a week after my mnrerview wnh Deck
Fizgenld the Chuesgo Junctons chms sgent, Joha Greem
called me up and xxd he had & man with m hyared knee be
wanted me ta see. They brought the mam over Gmping end
bolding on to hs knec He wrs o stockly bufle fide Tk
switchenn, & resl Old Country man, with that leksh gife of
gab vou hesr %0 moch about and somenmies scrmily encoantet
Hes name was Mike Alchenry o name Il remember o5 fong
s [ remember snythung. He had 1 fracrored kneccap ond be
vt seared haff w desth, mumtering prayers. An engineer and
a firemun on that same railrood had both had broken knceceps
mmthmymbdmmhh:dmwﬂdm‘ﬂd-
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think, had become mfected, becanse nether had been able

Ictarn o work.

Whar made Mike such a plece of good haick for me was
the mature of his mjury I lid him out on the table, got hs
trowers off and made my examination. I arw st once that he
had 2 kmd of broken kneccap that occurs only once in 2 long
long tme. The lgaments on the mdc of his Inee were not
tor at all, and although the kmecerp 1teelf was cracked scrom
and slightly separated, the Ligaments were holdmg  m place.

All Mike necded was 2 splint on the back of hs leg and
TWO strappmgs, ope rumming from the wp of the kntecap down-
ward over both ndes of hu kg and the other exvending from
the lower edge of the kneecap upward. He did not have w
§0 © bed and be did not have o be operared on. He was
able to walk out of nyy office wnder hz own power To him,
it vt the next thing to 2 mmacle. He was the most relieved
mam | ever ;aw

Mike Mchenty had been In the stockyards for twenty-five
yar. He knew everybody \While his kneecsp was healing he
spent his ume walkmg arommd the ralroad trecks and in the
yards suff legged, not cven uung s cane, telling b friends
what a great guy 1 wa I got more good sdverusing out of
Mile than I coald have from « foll-pege spread in all the news-
papers, and the pabenns began coming in at & very rerpectable
mte. Mike Mchenty! I shall always be gratefol to that man
for the start be gave me in rargery st the stockyards.

Not long afterwards, 1 had snocher puece of lock. One night
the desk clerk st the Metropole got me out of bed to see onc
of the guests, who had been taken 1l Aly pstent tarned omt
to be & wice-presdent of the Rock Istind Lines, and & mighty
ek vice prendent be was, 1 fixed him up pretty well By way
of exprewmg his gratitode, be told me to come down to his
office m the mormng: he wanted to do somethmg for me.

The next mormung when | weat down, he bad forgocten all
sbout sny commurments he mught bave made the nighe before,
and began cxmmg sround to find our what he had promised
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me. T relicved hitm of his miery by relling ban 1 had recemiy
been m o see Dr Plummer the clief surgeon of the rfirod,
about takmg a job as his amstynt. So I got ¢ note in the vce
president’s longhand, not throngh hn seetetary bat direetly o
Dr Plommer sdviung hm that if be wanted to bnre tuw
young fellow he had the suthonty to do so and pey hsm a
hundred dolhars & month. That tumed the tde woh Dr Plom-
mer I was hred.

The posinon suited me ideally My min duty was to releve
the chief surgeon of the medical dlencal job of checking the
reports of the injuries from slong the kine, work which coald
be done st almost any tume of day and even be ket shde for
two or three days if my practice happened to be o busy thet
1 conldn ¢ exsily get to the milroad’s office. There was one other
grat sdvismge to 1 from my swndpoint. Ax o offich! of
the Rock Island Lines, 1 was ennitled to passes on most of the
ruilroads in the United Sextes,

Looking back on those days, and realizing what a sdff-necked
fwadlong young fellow 1 was, 30 perfectly sore I conid do
almost anything and get sway with it, 1 sometimes wonder why
I did pot fall flar on mv frce, However they sy God nko
cars of fook and bsbles, end I guem I wes more or less both
of those.

On the srength of my bundred dollars » month from the
Rock Isknd and those fres railrood passes, and what § thought
Icouldanmmmc(hcxgqummdmywbcrmk-
yn:d!hmnm,ldeddcdlumlduﬁordmgctmmcd.lm
Alice to this effect. She didn t bold back

\Vcwcremam::!indwﬂm?rubytuhn(lmchhhlaﬂ:m
Mm]mwvhﬁchhppmdlbumbemym—dﬂh
burthdey



Chapter Eight

Eveayaony 1v »0TH OF oux rAMILI and all our friends

8 par of bexmtiful brass candlesicly which I knew he had
tarned himmelf on his ovn lathe.

Bt | will pever undenmand why peoplo prefer Jume o the
month to ger marned In, and why the day in June they select

witmg and melemg 1 wilted all over The oaly thing thet got
e through It was Ahce beside me, sttady and firm a3 could
be, and all the tmme 1 kncw that she saffered moch wone from
heat than I did.

The clroreh had been full of people, and they were oll ot
the reception. Plessed st we were by the turmout, we both
beaved nghs of relief when at lest the line bad pased and the
bride and groom could break Joose and start ou the honcymoon
top, That was where the raiiroad passes came m. They enabled
us to go West, ot to the Rocky Mountatny, «t almost no cost.
We Jonged for those snow-capped peala,

We ook the night mum, which of course ws not air-con-



100 RIXG THE NIGHT RELYL

dinoned in those spcient tmes, snd somehow maneged to s
vive ontil we arnved in the momung st Omahs, where we tad
decrded to spend the day Omaha was at the peak of o hext
wave. It sull stands out m my mind a1 the hocrest phict in de
world, althongh I have nnce been to some hot ones, mefoding
paty of the Sahars Desert In mdsummer We ddnt wimt 1o
spend die money for a hotel room — it would ot have bem
wy cooler anyhow ~ro we pamed most of the time in the
park, trying withont success to find 2 shady spor where there
was » linde breeze, Peeling the way I did, 1 knew poor Abce
must be pracucally parboiled. 1f we hed not Joved csch other
very moch, T am sare our marnage would have ended nght
there.

That night we contmmed westward, Prople nowadays don't
remember what tmains could be like in sumumer in those diys.
If you tud your window up, you smothered with dust end
so0t, and if you had i down vou just phin smothered. We
kept alive by potung wer towels over our face, and binded
st Colorado Springs the next moming Here we did gee « room
3t onc of the chesper hoteh. We sw o beantiful horel, the
Antlers, with a Jovely park, but the pnice for one night thete
would have been a week s income for me, so we put wp with
what we could afford. We admired Pikes Peak, even thooght
there wam't & squmre foot of snow on ft, end were duly fm-
presed by the Garden of the Gods, The pext evening, we
continned on to Salr Lake City The thermometer there rege-
tered well over 100 degrees. Afrer twenty foor hours In that
plece 1suid to my bride, “Are you having a good tme?”

She looked me straighe m she eye, a3 she stways did. “Na,
dear™

1 sid, “Nenther sm L Let s go home.™

She didnt seem w mmd thar *bome” In our caxe was 2
hotel room she had never seen, or that sccording to the papess
 was just &8 hot o Clucsgo. She knew I wes nching to get
ek to worl, snd thet, with a wife to support, [ wiy more
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detenmined than cver to mlke progres, get ahead and succeed
m my profesuon, wnd I conldn t do that out here m the West,

We took the through tram back ro Clucago that night,

Onc hears showt the md fint month afrer the wedding I
suppose every bndegroom who doan t have money in the bank
gocs throngh the same thing hn expenses immedistely go up
axd hus earning power doemn't come close to following .
Alce and 1 had one of the regularared rooms st the Metro-
pole two people Iterally couldn't have drawn breath st the
wme tme 1 the litde L-sfuped room 1 hed occupied before.
The botel fortumately gave us a reduced rate, and let thelr
&l run—f they hadne, I couldnt have pmd it. Things were
n a seasomal Holl st the stockyards, and there was almowt o
businem for me wt the hotel, Lecruse everybody who conid
possibly afford to ger away from Clucago was out of town.
I made cuctly $67 that mosth, ples the $1o0 T got from the
Rock Land, Even in those days when throgs cost Jess then
hf & moch a3 they do wdty $167 wamt enough for two
people to Eve on sand in sddition pay my office reat and tele
phone bil, buy my medical sapplies and keep the car in gaso-
Ene and oll, We hed ro have mesls, too snd there was no
way to cook snything in our room. We drank a lot of milk
that mwoth,

It was 2 srain on both of ur I was pretty crom most of
the tme, and Alice wus del with the hest bendes. One evening
for just about the firrt and bt tme in our marmed le, she
o and-omt refmed to do something I wsked her to do. The
telephone In our room rang carching me in the middle of
shaving st the wusl d It was a professdonsl call. Somebody
needed a doctor [ w30 smxons to get over there and collect
the three dollors that I jost wiped the soap off my free snd
sarted oat, celling to Alice aver my shoulder “WIll you wash
my shaving brosh>™

“Do 1 will not!™ she nid,

I lkeft her sandmy defisntly m the muddke of the room.
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When I got back, the broth was sill there umomshed Of
course we weathered that Ittde storm, af most young people
do, but It was a symptom of whar we were golng through

And now I was in for an expestence which for a time proved
& exsspenitmg o anything possibly could to 2 young doctar
who was perfectly sare of hi abilis, snd kmpasent o have
them recogolzed by the world. This was a care, fterally ine
volving the Bfe or desth of a penent, In which 1 we right
and Inew T was right, bor couldn’t get anybody to believe me.

The fourth or fifth Sunday after we got back from our
ip 1 was flartered to recelve & telephone call from a dustios
gushed gentenmn whom I had met through some yoanger
relisors of his who lived at the Metropale. He was oo¢ of
America s rop railroad men, and en ndividoa) of souch edocation
and colture—be later became president of the trostees of 3
great Eastern university He said his sister who Hved with him,
wis not feeling well, and be bad been unsble to get fn tooch
with the family s regular doctor Would [ be good enough 0
we her?

In spproximately two minutes, 1 was on my way to thelr
comfortable howse on 33rd Sueet 1 found the hdy n bed
She had been vomunng comphined of sbdomiml pains, and
had po fever The lower nght segment of her abdomen wet
distinctly ngid to the touch. Just to make sure, 1 took » blood
specimen, which I brought over to the haspinl and crmined
under » micrascope, She lnd & whue corpuscle count of over
20,000. 1 retured to their house snd mid t my friend, “Your
sister has a0 scute sppendix. It should be opersted o Imme

"

He looked somewhat startled. “Now young man” he e84
“1 am ghtd to have you look st my sstor but 1 doa'e thnk
We want to go nto an operenon 3o quickly do we?”

*Ye1, we do, sr” 1 gd respoctfully “In s case of scwe
m&mmmmmmmwmm'

My friend smiled st what he must have consldered my o

petuonty
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“Thenks for cummng to see her ™ he md. “Tll kave our famuty
doctor loak xt her when he gets back tomorrow *

1 did my best to conmnce Mm of whit I knew was the
truth | pmeticaily went down on my knees to him. All I
could think of was that here was 2 woman desperntely ill, and
certun to be m oroch wone shape I twenty fonr bous, and
ber brother who was trying to do what was nght, was going
to delay until the next dey for no resson cxoepe that b ki
mind [ was too young to be trusted. He just shook his head
ad sd No, they'd better war. Nobody ever felt more com-
pletely frosated then I &id when I went home to our rosm

The next day I looked in on the panent sgain. She was no
better It was a texthook case of ecute sppendicath. I pointed
this out a3 farcefully a3 I could to the family doctar wha wat
t very well knawn genersl practitioner and obstetrican. With
m ar of the grestest condescennon, the wise older mun to the
young hothead, be awured me I was completely mbsmken —
the hady had a swomech upset sssochted with pervomsnes, and
there wa1 no quesnon of an operation.

1 didn't sleep very much the pext few nghts, and on Thun~
dry although thrs was obviously not my cuse, I couldn e resst
tekephonmyg the family doctor He told me with much smtisfac
tion that the patient was grestly improved. He bad taken »
frmons stomach specnlist to see her amd they hed stopped her
vooutmg with cocaine by meouth end bromdes by rectum.

*“Doctar” 1 mid, “if that eppendix rupeures and she gews
peritonttss and dies — "

He linghed. *Don ¢ warry young man, she won ™

Bur I did worry 1 couldn't stop thinking about that mice,
loog-nffering woman lylng on her bed being doped end imi-
gated to her death. It was quite & surpose when, the followmg
Sunday my friend called me sgun.

'Haw:yourdm:?‘lmd.d:mh:mlmmgnhedhu
vorce,

“Oh, shes gerting aloog well epongh” he sud. A wific
weak will, Bat dont yon concern yourslf young man. That
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#n't what I called yon sbout. There » 2 new exhibenon of
Corot s paintings opening «t the Art Insntte: would you ad
your wife jike to look i over with me?”

I spoke to Alices she didn't feel up to gomg our on such 2
hot day I told my frind 1 would be ghd to go with b
He came by the hotel m a lttls while and picked me up,
end [ had the delghtful expenence of stemg o first rare arwsts
work under the gindance of ¢ mn who had made hanself o8
expert on it

He dropped me st the hotel and s ent home. I had no niote
than reached our room when he was on the phones “Aly mter
i very much worse, Doctor Fraokly I am alarmed aboot her
Will you come out?”

T ddnt take me Jong to get to 33rd Streer again, The ound
Iet me in the front door snd | raced up the st to the room
where the patient lay I palpated her ebdomwn It was righd in
every sector She was breathung rapully but shallowly

I took her brother wside. “Her sppendix has ruptored” 1
told him. “She hat » general peritonits. She most be opensted
on now without delay ™

My fnend realized by now that my disgnoss had been oot
rect. there it comething about the sppearance of 2 person Wk
to death that even the kayman caanot misundersrand.

We went downsmins and T sarted callmg aff the sargeons |
knew It scemed that every one of them that 1 had ever hesrd
of had gone to the cotmtry to escape the heat, These calls took
contderable ume.

I stood up from the tefepbone, and mid 1 was afrald we
conldn't dehy uny fonger 1 would have to do the operstont
mywclf T might be only a youngster in this medical profemion.
and his ester mighe die in spee of what I coald do, but shed
be 2 lot mfer with me opensting on her thar afterpoon than
she would be with the grestest surgeon in the world the nett
matning

He took & long bresth and det 1t out. “Go alwead.”

1 made the armangements ar the hospital md they sant the



RING THE NIGHT BELL 10§

smbubince. As we were wheeling the patient loto the operaung
room, ber brother mid, “I suppose you have opented for
sppendiads before?™

“Yes, ar,” 1 mid, *I have donc this operstion oa a number
of pruents, They were all paupers, but I don't think they were
any different fram your sheer madde.”

The operstion was strughtforward She did have a genersl
pedtonins, I made am incision over the appendix, drumed the
pas, foserted 2 big dram, rolled ber om her ngit slde, hlf
sitmg up, wod started her on rectal imganon with half sbme
solution — chis was what was then called the Murphy Drip.
Mirsculomly she got well It war o long tme before she
wulked oat of thet hospital, bat she did, cventmlly

I bave no wih to argue from this one occurrence that
yoang doctors should shways be Tstened to Bur it wxs pretty
bard on me, und ever sinee, when I have thought a yomuger
doctor wes serions and remombly mtclbgent, I have rmade o
lzi:ofz{rhxghhvkws-dnmughhumg It has often been

fal

And now for the happy ending My friend wsked me what
my fee would be, Not knowing how to snswer [ gave him my
office sddren on Halwed Streer and suggesred that he send
e & check for whatever he thought wes nght.

“Young man,” he mid, “mv son we openated on not loog
g0 by Dr Abbey in New York 1 think vou deserve the
nme fee.”

The next day the postman todled up my narrow Keirs bearing
m envclope of the most expemure paper and inude it o note
of thanks on engraved mationery and 2 cheek for ¢ thowsind
doliaryt

That oo bg check fired my finances 30 1 could pay the
hotel bill, which bsd bathered me Lecanse 1 am abwrays miser
able when [ am in debe #nd i gave us o good sart on furnish-
malntpumr.\vefo\mdmon:htmdﬂoorufn
bullding just off 47th Street, in a paghborhood that was not
o good bt noc too bad, exher After the botel room, i
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was hetven to us, We had two bedrooms, & maid’s room, 1
real dining room and & katchen, and 2 hving room wath book-
cases all slong one wull snd ¢ bay window thac gave m ¢
delightful view of a nude slley through which the milk wagoot
used to bang snd clateer exrdy in the morning, weking me %
st just shour the nght time o get off to the hospml We
peid axty dollers & month for thet plsce, amch mare than we
should have, but pretty soon activity ar the stockyards picked
up, end my practice slowly weat up with it

The people out around Halsted Street spparently spprecirted
my policy of giving every patient who came my wiy the best
care {n my power regardlest of bow mmch work it mvoired
md whether be could pay me or not By tho end of the
year [ had met Mr Fizgenlds condrdoos, and 1 was greem
all of the Junction Railwey’s bonnest, sho that of the Stock
Yard Company melf Four of the frire Halsted Street doctons
Alico and T had spotred had moved sway for ane reson o
another snd now there were only my friend Hagey wod
myself

Thmgs got 1o the pomt where [ dended I would have
havcwmebodyondurylnmyuﬂiccintbcmomiwmd
duning the evenings, [ took on a young doctor who had been
recommended to me. 1 coukdn't afford to pay him a sabry o,
in exchange for his mtending o my practice when I conldn®
be there, 1 ket hm skeep 1n the beck room snd wse the
office and telephone for sy business be conld find for himelf
There were very few wetls when | didnt have seven oF
eaght pruens of my own at AMercy I worked every moming
with AMlurphy in the opersting room, drove ot to Halsted Sereet
end kepe office bours all sftemoon, went by the bospal ©
cheel my patiens, hurried home to sapper and then osaally
wcmonbanumlh.Su-mdwwInnmscdmdamywrkrur
the Rock fsland in between wnd on weekends. 1 was raly 3
young man in & hurry

lmldnmh:nmmyvﬂcathnbmkfﬁtmd
suppctxf:balndn:mmdgdngwuhmonmdmf
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cvening howe cals. My and many s nme, Alice waited ont
dde in my car while I was imaide with s penent. A grear deal of
this wes in the winter and in those days sumobiles hud only
cuvasand-mngleys side curtaing and there were no berers. I
would come out and find that poor girl sitting on her feet to try
0 keep warm, but she never uttered & word of complamt. How
she stoad it, T don't know

She Lept it up umil hte m the spring st which tme we
decded she would bave to mke things o linle cedler she was
golng to have o baby early in the summer

Actmlly there was no time of day or night when I was not
Eable to bo called out for an emergency My beg of instruments
and dresings was abways packed and resdy by the apartment
door We never went to bed without the knowledge that, some
‘where bn nearby Clucago, somebody wrss probably working up &
rea or fancied attack of sppendicitls; ar some switeh at the
stockyards was sbout to kick over the drawbar between two
an ad get his foot mmathed by the coupling: and then the
telephone bell woold rmg and 1d have to haul myself out of
& warm bed and go and do something about fr. I never minded
it t00 much, then or hater cven in winter, This wes patt of
bang a doctor It bud & real frscimton for me.

I remember particulardy s pre-dawn emergency call o a lo-

Inside the car which, &3 I srw when 1 climbed up wus loaded
with strips of flat band iron. The men told me he bad been
sanding there, with one foor m the car when a swutchmg
engme had struck the train a sharp blow to knock two strmgs
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of ears together ind the load of lron Tud shifted end crmhed
hut leg sgunst the end of the gondole It was half cut of
snd now nobody conld fignre oot & way to move the jrod so he
could be rescued,

He wat in terrdble pain, sad the fint thing 1 &3 wa @
glve him a shot of morphine,

“You and your men cmt move this weight of iroa by hend,
can you?™ [ s1id to the foreman,

“No, Doctor. Ir's s crowe we'd need, mnd I'm afraid & would
tear the keg off altogether ”

“Well, then, we'll have to move It some other wav ™ 1 ald,
“beeruse thrs man will die if we can't get him locse proey sooe”
And that was trye. Then 1 noticed the switching engine givog
off stexm aught or ten cars away “The way to move this load off
his Jeg is the szme way it was moved on to it In the fimst phe, 1
nid. “Send word for the engine to go around to the other end
of the main and hit 1t sgun.”

The engine wa sent around oa e switch track. With everyooe
braced to hold the mun who was caught by the frem w be
wouldn t fall, the engine gave the car a good srong bomp from
the opposite end from w here 3t had been — the iron shifted enowgh
50 that the men holding the myared man could hfe him free amd
Jower him to the ground While § was dressing the woand ead
pang 2 sphint on him, davlight began to break. They brovght ¢
strescher from the switch shanty ond carried the mjured mn
10 the road, :md wih the smbul ligrog o embuk
slways do—aor blow urens where it 10t necessary —be s
off 1o the hospiol where,  am ghad to sy we were eventusily
able to eave his leg and send him back to work.

As for me, | walled back alone acros thase scros of
tracks to the phce where | had kft my car There wa no ust
gotng home now 5o 1 drove to the old Allen Howe, shere [
had coffee and free lonch at the bar and from there sreght 10
the hospital.

lpohnzbﬂtlunm)wlftslwndm.lu[mwmddbﬂ"
lkcptganaudmmc.nldbd{ornmyywxwmﬂi
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there was nottung 5o remarkable about it. T bad atways had pleaty
of energy for domg what I wented to do

In the sprng of 1911 Dr Murphy went to Londan to read a
paper before the Intermanonal Surgical Society Dr Neff was
fway on vaestion and Dr Golden was also abeent, 3o, from
baving been on the bottom rung of the ladder 1 found myself
momeptarily 1 charge of the servee: quite an hooor, so I
Jodded myself into thinlmg for a twenty-seven-year-ol doctor
just thres years out of medieal school
However, 1t turned out there were some peopk, epecnlly
our anathetrst, 1 nun named Sister Ethelrede, who did not
sgree, and she never Jost an opportumity to make ber feelings
spparent, Now she decided to put me In my phice.

At the Hotel Metropole we had Lnown u delghtful clderly
tady from Lounville, Kentucky She came to me saffering with
@ scure bonans i her choulder a geatle, vnd ding soal In
severe pain. 1 exemuned her and declded we would have o
remove the bursa, 1 took her over to Mercy Hosplal for the
operanon, and had her scheduled for an sfrernoon st two o clock.
At the sppointed time Shter Victorme was in the opemating
room, her lostrumenty all hid out, readv for Sister Ethelreda to
come down and admindster the cther Ve waited. Sister Erbel-
reds did not appear Quite w Jong rime afrer she was due, 1
scnt one of the nurses after her The nurse found her op on the
seeond floor tallang to another sirer and told her thar the pa
tint was ready and | was waiting Sister Ethelreds shrogged ber
shoulders, mid, “I goem the patient won't get off the table!”
#0d turned her back.

The nurse reported thrs to me. | rabted an impulss to go
“‘PﬂmnlndwﬂngSi:tcrE:hdndalntcL‘kvouldn‘tlnn
done any good, beeause my parient nceded an ancsthetise and she
wat the only ancstherist 1n the hospinl For almost sn hour
everybody stood around, and that poor ald lady hy en e oper
athng table, uncomphmingly When the nster finally did dewgn to
sppear she swept m and ordered me to leave the room. I saw
Mrﬂmnfurduingwlhn\n:mypsmﬁnﬂmdnddm
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both hands on my back wnd began pushing me towards the
door 1 remsted for just s moorent, but 1 was more meerested
in proper care for my patient than my dignsty o T left,

We finally goc the patient taken care of After T bad seen her
beck to bed, T wrent srraight up to the Sister Superior's office sod
told her what had happened.

*T want thy sster disoaplined,” I exdd, in 2 tone that wes not
in the least plessant

The Swster Superior replied calmly, “T bave no conwal over
Stster Fthelreds.”

*1f you have no control over her,” I mid, “who hat™

“Nobody except Dr Murphy and he s not here”

That was too mrch for me.

“If that’s the case,” [ said, “1 think I'l nke my padenta to 8
bospinal where the supermtendent has contral over everybody
init”

She caid, “If you leave here, Dr Magumon, you'l leave che
Stock Yard Corupany and Junction Reflway work beldnd.”
“Sister ” 1 said, “we might s well sertke that right bere sod
now "

I resched over on her desk, picked up the telephoo, aalkd
Mr. Fitzgersd sod seid.

“Mr Fitzgerald, whom sre you holding respomsible for yoer
cases — me, or the mster &t Mercy Hosplal?™

*That's 2 darrm foof question,” he answered. “Of coarse we e
holding you rexpansihle.”

“Then yon have no objection to my faking them v phice
I see fit to get them good cared™

“You esa take them anywhers you dema plese]” be shocted,
Joud encugh so che Sister Superior could hear him eimast 1 well
w1 could,

Thea 1 called Mr Leomard, the president of the Stock Yard
Company nd ssked hum the mme guesnon. He was o moch
smosther kom explosive gendeman than Mr. Flogerad, boe b
told me spproximately the same thing

1 put down the telepbome, got vp and bowed to the Siser
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Sapedar *Sistet,” I sud, “you are misaken. The cascs I have
from the Seocl. Yard Coepany and the Juncnion Rafhwry will
be eat of here by six o clock toaight.”

A few minotes bter T rattled up to Weskey Memorial Hospital
In my Fele blue Autocar 1 ulled to the supenatendent, Mr.
Gilmare, one of the best hospits] mamgers in the busmess.
Afrer he bad heard what I was there about, bo sent word to Dr
Willim E. Schroeder, Wealey’s chief of stuff whom I knew by
TTpUtaton &1 4 grext surgeoun, not as spectacular x3 Murphy per
bape, but when it ceme to amtomy and pathology one of the real
metery.

Dr Schroeder sppeared, » short man, very broed snd thick,
with o twinkls m his black eyes, snd 1 geve him a detafled
sccount of whet had happened ot the other plece. 1 could sec
that Schroeder was very much enmsed Then I mked the big
question, Could they take in my seven paventy dut day? Gil-
more Jooked over at Schrocder and far # moment I beld my
breath, becxnse 1t had just occurred to me that there might be
0w refuctance on the part of Wesley Hospiral m become 1o~
volred In an internal quarrel within awotber hospitel How
ever, Schroeder nodded.

*“1 guess we can do It sald Gilmore,

“Thank yoa very moch,” I mid, snd before they conld change
their minds 1 went downstairs and armmged over the rebepbone
to have sn ambulince sent for the one patient 1 bad who
couldn ¢ sit up. [ drove beck to Mercy 2ad told esch of my
Patents what 1 proposed to do. They all sid that snythmg 1
wanted was 2l nght with them. One by one, [ bandked them
up, walked them down the sain, helped them mro my two-
scater antamobile, drove them to Weky snd pot them to bed.
In two bours they were moved. They all survived the p, eod
none cver objected to the change.

I went back the pext day sad goc the old kdy who of
coure couldnt be moved 5o soon after the gpention. Some
pcopl.epmhahlvzhuughtlmlpduwnknmhgfumy
breeche, 1 didn't care wint smybody thoughe. No mume of
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doctor or hosprua} supenntendent wis gomg to Cimse my p
tient of mne any suffenng or discomfort in order o paz o

There was one man who undersood perfectly what 1 bad
done- Dr John Benjamin Murphy I was trolv sorry to baee
Yeft hus service, and went to see him at hm homse one cvendog
svon after his return from Europe. As | came through the kb
1 rumed m to the big room at the side where s desk wos, 3ol
where bt wxalh at dictanng to his secretary el ten or cheven
o clock at night. He Looked up at me over thoss brightly gl
ing half-moon spectacles, and 1 saw 1 grest rwinkke come nm
tus eyes.
“Well,” he mid, *] hear you pulled thelr esrs good for them
while | wis gone.”

“1 guess 1 dud, Doctror,” | suud.

“1 heard oll aboat 1t Tn my opinioq, they had & coming
1hem,” be mid “T'm only sorry you can't come back to Merey
Hospual, T'd like 1o have you, but T doa't tuak they d make 2
very comforrble for you”

{ aw him many tmes thereafter and there wm pever 2y
thmg but cordualiy berween us. Hiv death five years larer ot ¢
e of only fifry -nine, was a rragic kow to medicing end o the
crty of Chicago



Chapter Nine

Trx atove 1o Wenar Moaowue did not improve my
fitancua| status ot all. My seven patlents from Mercy Hospiual
were taken Into Dr. Schroeded’s service, and 1 becsme 2 member
of tus team, but still ¢t no salary With Alces pregnancy pro-
cteding rght on schedule, I was connting heavlly on my bmsines
from the Juncton Railwmy and the Stock Yard Company All
my earnings from otber work did not aversge enough to allow
U1 to put away 10y sxvinga.

It didn't belp any that Paul, Jr., decided to arnve two months
ahead of schedule, on a Ssturday In the mddle of June. By way
of getting resdy for his debut, we hed hired o maxd, 2 yormg
Swtdhhg-l.rlmmcdSvn,vtrypmtymddannﬂndinﬂnuﬁw
n Alice. I called them my Pony Balkt, because they were jast
1 good-looking &3 Mr Zicgfeld's letle dancers.

The day littke Paul was bown, 1 cermunly didn ¢ think things
were very mmiinent. I went to the bospital as uwal and then
drove out to Halsed Street. By thus time I bad a new ar o
four-cylinder green Alaxwell The phone rng dunng the
aftemoon. It was Svea. She told mo the cramps kad begun, and
1d betrer hurry home. I dropped wharever [ was doing and st
off for cur spartment, & good deal fester than the Law allowed.
At one comer which 1 passed every evening on my way home
a bg 1rish waffic cop tried to flag me down. Just fike any other
first-time father 1 yelled st him, “VWere having a babyl” and
Lept gomng
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‘When 1 got home, it was obvious that we didn’t bave orech
ume to waste. | bondled Alice into the car and rushed her o
Wesky Our obstetrican was sway phiyng golf so the rendent
in obscerries took care of the situation. Pral wat bom o dx
o’clock that evening It was touch and go whetber that lxthe
seven-months infant was going to pulf throngh, amd Alce wa
reddly sicl. Hevmg the baby had evidently overnred bet
strength.

1 waus swiolly worned, And then, three days after Hude Prals
birth, it came over me with s shock that 1 had not recelved
payment from the Junction Railway for the work I had dooe
the paxt month. 1 kad pot in mv bilt for just aver $500, Every
cent of 1t was needed. T calied up the cluns agent and esked bim
what had happeoed o my check.

*Nothing s happened to it he said. “You re not gong to gt
any check ontil you've seen Mr Flzgerald”

“Of course Il sce han,” I said, “but what eboot?”

“Never mmd,” he sd. “Youll find oot when you get b3
lerrer 7

That was sl the wnformtion the mn would grve me. The
next dey the letrer from Mr Fhagerald amved. It sud mv b3
was 100 large, #nd he did not think 1 was entizled to that mach
money?!

T carmed that leter wromnd in mry aide cost-pocker olf tut
weekend, Each nme I went m to see my wnfe and new bsby
with that thung In my pocket, s0d woodered how I wis goiog
to breel the news to Abce sbout our not having sny mooty 1
got med, and each thme 1 resd the Jetter 1 got madder than the
timo before. On Moaday 1 breced myself and calied Mr Fiz
genkd's office for an sppofotment. As 1 went Info the snctudt
1 pulled the Letrer out of my pocket.

“Mr Frogenld” I said, “did you srrire this berter ar &d
somebody ¢bse wrme it for you?”

Hcghrcdnm“lmumdlmcmtvmlml\am
have to cut that bill down!”
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1 said quictly “On what bess do yon thmk I ought to eut
it down?”

“You ve been pedding your bills”

“Where d you get that informaton:” T ssked.

“From Dr ~—, who b In yoar office.”

“So0 you have this from my ssiwant” 1 mid. “Did he men-
ﬂoudnthc’dmc:mnhmyjobhhmdf?'
ha“:lcvcrnﬂnddnt,'nldqudd.'mhﬂ]hroohig,my

“Mr Fizgerald” [ seld, keeplng my voce steady “if 1 cux
thst bill down, P'm ather gong to ecknowledge that I'm crooked,
or I'll be letting you out of a perfectly fair contrect in which
you sgreed to pay me so moch for office calls, so much for
bouse calls and s0 much for surgery of one land or another I
did not ped the il I don't have to do that kind of bummess
Your company hurr the men end you are responsible for thelr
are, If I were you and didn ¢ want to pay so moch in docror’s
bilk, Pd put oa & safety campaign. It would save you moosy ™

My remarks did not cool dut #nbbom Idshman down. “I'm
DOt gatog to pey that hil,” he mid.

“Well, Mr Fitzgerald,” I s13d, “I don't want to s¢em mpudent,
ond this may be the st bill of mine you'll ever pay but youre
going to pay this one in full, becawe I'm not going to cut it
down by onc cent. And I think if yoa re s ressonable man, &1 I'm
waTe you are, you will have yoor company pay f debts.”

He looked at me sharply Then he said, “Young man, go home
wod write that to me.”

That night, 1 wrote him a nice letter 1n Jonghand and told
him how many cascs of one kind or enother 1d treated for hos
Company how many times they had to come back and exactly
what I had donc for cach of them. 1 ended my letter by saying
“1 am not gomg to cut off arms and kgy and hands and feet,
md do surgery of a destructive nsture, when constructive
surgery will bring & man out with & wable Emb and mke him
weful the rest of his life, even if it cost five tmes a3 moch
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‘When 1 got home, it wus obvious that we dida't have mech
ume to waste. | bundled ABce into the car and rmbed ber to
Waesley Our obstetnclan wias away playing golf, to the readent
in obsrerrics took care of the simstion. Panl was bom « &x
oclock that evemng It was touch and go whether thar fitk
wreo-months infent wat golng to polf throagh, end Alkce we
really mck. Having the baby hed endently overtored ber
sength.

1 vwas swfally worrted. And then, three dayt after Frde Proft
birth, it came over me with o shock that [ had not recdved
payment from the Juncoon Redlway for the work 1 hnd doms
the pest month. 1 kad put in my bill for just over $go0. Every
cent of t was needed. 1 calted op the clalms agent and sked kam
wrhat had happened w my check,

“Nothing s happened to ir,” ko mid, “You re not going to get
any check untd you've seen Mr Ficrgerald”

“Of eourse I see him,” 1 sald, “but what sbot?”

“Never mnd," he sid. “You'll find ont when yoo get b3
lerter ”

That wes ol the informanon the mn would give me. The
wext day the Jewrer from Mr Fragersd srrived. It snd my bill
was t00 harge, and be did not think 1 wes entitled to ot moch

moneyt

1 camned that lester sronnd In my side coat-pocket all et
weci;:nd.Ea:hdmclmlnmmmywd‘cdeW
with that tung kn my pocker, and wondered how 1 v geing
mhmkﬂnnmmAuuwmnmh:vmgmmw"
got mad, and cach time | read che leorer [ got musdder than the
tame before. On Mooday [ braced myself and alled Mr Fim
genld s office for an eppointment. As 1 went fato the mnctom
1 pulled the letter our of my pocker.

“Mr Frzgerdd” | ssid, “did yoo wrwte this Jereee of 64
somebody elsie write it for you?™

He ghired o me. “T wrote it and 1 meant whse [ esid, Yool
Jurve to car that bl downt”
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Somthow we got through the summer The babys attacks
of colic became Yem frequent snd Afice grew stronger T owas
mare and more absorbed in my hospial work and buddmng prec
thoe. Tt was at ths tune that they brought Jimmy O'Cennor mto
Weskey Hospfral with fus right arm severed and ho keft slmost
helpless.

One mupormnt thing sbout Jimmys cne was that besides
betng the fint bone graft cver attempred at Wesley it was the
firse case of physical therapy and relubifimnon there. And that
s x branch of medical stience which was to become more and
more importent to me tnd o the medweal profession generally
dnsing the suceeding years.

Wedey Hospital was really wonderful about Jimmy O Con
nor’s case. The boy wms penniless, and because be had been a
trespatser m the stockyards the company wis not obAgated to pay
s bill, yer Mr Gilmore allowed e to keep him thers free of
charge for the full year that was necesary to complete ha care.
/Afmmmof!hcopcumwwdone,lmncdhmming
‘lndwquculngnmnnkbaﬂmmcdmed:um:rwh:dmmdu
he had lefr. Then 1 got him interested In trymg to see of he
could roll a cigarette onc handed.

It was wn awful strun on Jimmy  panful and for a leng tme

Thank heaven be had youth!

At lest the day came when [ was ready to take hm up t©
Dr Schroeder’s office. He made change with his left bond and,
5 2 cltma, rolled 1 perfect ogarette. At the end of 1t Schroeder
looked ot me, shaking his hesd, end said, “Congrataletions, Mag
glel

1 wsed to aee Jimmy around the stockvards for & mumber of
years sfter that. And, ss long a8 I remember Jimmy 1 will
remember Dr Schroeder s expresion of icredulons edmuration
8 he warched our demontration of the we tht boy had of
s Jeft arm.

Hurmg seen me operste on a number of my own pstisns, Dr
Schroeder srarted leting me handle most of his surgery of
trxum, that fs, casey resulong from phymead fnjury  These were
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dm:mdlbdomimlwnund:.fnmmdlcp,mmdlkﬁ
even heart wounds, We trested them alf, except eompoosd
fractures of the lower jew whuch we both thought belongtd
to the oral surgeon.

1 was on Schroeder s tervice for six years, the bt five of dem
s his chief asnstant, Being essocnated with such ¢ man, working
with him at the operstng mble in the moming, mmking
rounds on hu cases o3 well a3 my own, and calling bim wp ec 8
honrs of day or night to et his sdvce when 1 thovght some-
thing was going wrong with a patrent was a real poovilege. He
suited me perfectly and, along wath a whalke of & Jot of srgery
1 scqured from him » vaned end colorful collection of swexr
words which bave comforred me 1n many a moment of exx-
penanon

After o while, Nertinrertern Ungvernty did me the hooor of
appointng me an instructor in surgery and thus soerted mo oA s
career m medieal teachmg that, over the years, wiy 1o give ¢
as much susfaction a3 anything in my hfe, There wxt po p17
sitached to that job exther

I soon tool oa snother indmuoml job, w8 chief surgeaa
of the Chucago and Akton Railroad, which rums down throogh
the ste o Sprngfield, and on to St Lows snd Kanss
Gty lgotﬂ:e;obbywﬂlmglnmmﬂcpzddmt.mdh
qnuufd’woppoanonofthechhmtgmnlmw
Archer who spparently frvored snother candidate for the past
1 menton that became quite a fow years hter Archer saw 4
chance to get back & e, snd mide quice ¢ Hude touble for
me.
One thmg Archer didn't pamcularly ke sboue me was thtt
durng the coarse of my employment there | followed the pac
tice, when [ took care of sn industml injury of giving e
pauent & carbaon copy of the repore 1 was sending to the com-
pany 1 had done this at the Stock Yard Company #nd ths Junc-
ton Rubway and thewr strameys hud discovered that there wet 8
tremendous reduction i the number of damage sty broog®
bym)u:edcmpbycﬂ.mldldntanw)mmdumb’-
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And my Industrha) patients got the best possible trestment, all
of them. When I had « serlomly mjured warkman, be went into &
private room m the bosprtal and had special murses if necesary
In fact he received exactly the ;ame care 1 wonld have grven the
president or chairmen of the board. So I began to get & reputa-
ton smong the cmplayecs for beang fair to them snd, far the
most part, they responded by belng felr to me.

To be sure, there were occasional attempts to pull the wool
aver the young doc’s eyer. One fellow a big hmlk of an Ish
blackenith in the stockyard, with the shoulders of a Jim Jeffries
on him, came stumping up the smmy to my office, gave mo &
defiant ook and annonaced.

“I was lacked m the jaw by = he-arse!®

At fint ghnce, he certainly Jooked I, One side of hus fece
wn sickang out three inches.

“Where did it happen?® 1 saked.

“Down to the stockyards, Where clse?” he said, sgain wich
that glre of defiance.

If what be nid wes troe, he sood to collect 8 nice bit of
compensation from the company I felt the swelling on s face.
It was hot. I popped a thermometer into his mouth. He had 2
ternperature of 101 There was no bruse or abramon on the
swelling A Jook down his throat confirmed the dignosts.

*You were no more kicked by & barse the I was” I said
“You have the mumpy”

Helumpedupandruchcdomtwnhlﬁngtrﬁpdwdzeofdn
ball on & ball-peen hammer wnd tapped me on the shoukder *I
wat Kcked In the jaw by ¢ ha-arse!™ he sid

'Yuutnvethemumpa,‘ln.ld,“mdlfvvudoutgetmnf
here and go home to bed, you'll get kicked, all mght, but i
won't be in the jaw end it won't be by a ha-arse.”

I pulled back my foot, snd be turned and scuttled down those
$tais 50 fast bt was « wonder he didn't breal hrs neck.

During these yeans 1 encounrered bamsn narure i 2 greater
Hﬂttyoffomnthmlkncwﬂhrd.

Thero vwas the time 1 took my bone saw to Fotron, \ssourd,
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one sround the Jeg above the fracture, one around the peivis
and one arcund the chest, and three more around the leg bedow
the fracture, be took 2 long cloth which ho had been hosrding,
threw & clove hitch around the men s ankle and, poling firmly
on 1t, ted that bandage to the foor of the splint, where i bad
been broken off and was rough, and wsed a Spenish windhn o
creste o firsr-chas maction. He then 5004 up, gave orders to it
go everythmg, dusted off his hands, aud mid, “Now you guys
can take him to the hospital” So they losded him into & car ad
took bim sway | pever said a word except ro congratolxe tha
bov an the bew exsmple of handling 1 fracture on the groend
I had ever secn. He told me he was sz Eagle Scour, | bope be
went 1o nredical school and became o surgeon.

And m Camaryville, the picrareqoe snd fuidy toogh Irsh
sectron extending northesst from the stockyerds, | encoonrered
the mos perfect d rarion of the philosophucal outlook [
ever saw It was 2 rsh mughe call indeed, and the frantie Irish
mans vowe on the relephone prepared me for a pful nighn,
for 1 seemed that Danny or Paddy of wihatever bis name wis,
was i the hoal throes of hleeding to death and obf d bave 02
hurry of 1 wes 1o see lum alrve,

I raced our to the eddres | had been given. Jt proved to be 8
saloon, & dark snd forbedding phce. And there 1 saw oy
wounded man, & middie sged genthermn sitting op in o char o
the center of the barroom ficor with one trouser leg rolied &p
and hus foot en another charr bolding court smongst s freodt
He had s glass of whuskey m his hand, and he and lus {riends were
ldrmmgd)ehtdcgcymofbloodwtﬂmsupfmﬂfﬂ?‘m’d
vein on hys shun,

He waved his glass at me regally *The top o the evenin
to ye, Doc,” ho said.

If they d gaven hun another drink, 1 think be woald Bave kt
hkmrliblccdnﬂmghLAshwu.lputon-pmmbmdﬂ‘“‘d
stopped the flow

Largely from my stockyards work, [ was getung more prc
e bn monch sare dufienlr cases than 1 nd any right to esTme
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my age and with the amoant of expenence I hud. T found 1t 2
tively casy matter although I was sull not yer thirty
m develop & repuntion In the field of bone and joint sargery

Not only had 1 done Wesley Hospial's fint booe graft, but
T abo did Wesley’s fint arthrophsty~ that b, making & mov-
able joint out of & saff one. The orthopedic surgeoos of the
tme were what we wed to call “caxt, brace and buclle men”
They had been troght to be very doubtfol of the knd of
open surgery [ was damg on dermged jointy and fracrared
banes, To them it was the same thing s making & mmple
fracture mto 2 compound one, with resultant danger of Infec
tor, They did what wes called “bloodless surgery ” 1 have my
Idexs sbout where the blood went. 1 often mw ooe of those
fellows do 2 congenin] dislocxtion of the hp on & child, and
when he got through there was certunly no blood on the ont
sxde, but that poor litle hip was all swelled up with hemorrhige
under the skin from the teating of the muscles and Egaments
x the margeon tried to force the head of the fenmr mio a
socket that probably didnt exiet — we had no way them, o get
& decent X-ray plcture of a child’s cartisgincus bones. There
wat not much relation between that kind of thing end what 1
wit dotng, and T never wanted anyone to call me an arthopedic
sargeon, which comes from the Greek words “ortho,” meanmng
“strughten,” and “pador” meanng “chiki” Years later when
Northwestern Univensity tvited me to head fts deparmment of
orthopedic surgery 1 told them 1 would be ghd to if they would
change the name of it to the Department of Bone and Joint
Sargery which they did.

As for the danger of infectlon In open surgery on bones and
Jomts, my thought was that if the opeuon were condocted
nght, with proper precautions and rexsonsble specd, there did
10t have to be infecnon. | proved that that was the cxse.

My reputinon was heped aloog by the fact that, with all
the injury cases T had, 1 could rm a fursired clime every two
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o:dxrccdny:.mdl\wumrpmdmdph:edtaﬁndﬂmnn
suended by doctors from many stares knd someroes from otber
countnes. They were all interested in my bone srw Some
me back, I had taken it to the fnstroment firm of V. Moeller ed
Company over on the West Side near the Coumty Hosped
Oldrmnhiucu:rhdscmiuponﬂlﬂ}ﬂamdmnndwm
f:umek.lgmnomyuhan.ﬂfar}nmghvmmdh.bﬂ
Mueller started advertinng 1 in full pages in the kading medicd
jourmals, and that mede my neme famihar m surgery throoghoat
the country md,lmppme,ﬂuoug—hom:bcww!d,nlpmh
my carcer when [ would otherwise bave been unknown outwd
my own mmedlare circle.

1 had made a few improvements i the saw, soch s correcnag
¢ tendency for the flexible drve-cable t whip and backle. An
impartunt feanure wes thar the head end the dnve-shaft could
be sterifized along with the blades. | bhad » stock of bbds
ranging from one the wzs of & dne and very thin to conadersbly
bigger ones that 1 used for cutung a slot in # booe for 4
iwory plate, and they really wonld cut bane fike cheess.

My svory machine screws and plates were another stracton
Steel platea 10 jom fractures were enjoying o big vopue, e+
pecially snce the famons Dr Arbesthnot Lane of London bad
made & tour of thu country to demonntrate them, tre 1 knew
{rom my experments et Pennsvieanis tht they wouldn't hold.
the bghter they were screwed on, the more premure they put od
the surroundmg bone cells, and the quicker those cells dicd. Often
m a few weeks the wrews holding one of those frecnire:
plates could be tken ot with the fingens, and the plite wss
jinghng around without domg a thing In the way of keeping the
fracture 1n pontion.

So I dunt think much of them. 1 remember ssking § B
Mm-phyonemm}mvmybmphmhcmokwcHem-
swered, “Exght att of every ten | put m | dont know who
takes oot the other twa.” fvory plates and screws requued o
lot more preparttion beforehand, but they umally stayed i

place.
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1 was spending «ll the money 1 could gee hold of on develop-
otw mstruments for mv bone work, Bone nstruments, for
rexson, were atways Jarge. One could hardly ger & bone
orceps that wamn t blg enough for a baby elephant, and most
f them wouldnt do for the many bones and parts of bones
wre very small, T had started getng more delicate instro-
made while at medical school, and a3 new surgical prob-
kems presented themselves, 1 contlaned o design others. Somo
of than were smmply smller copies of standerd desigms. Others
were oude flexible or adjustable st enc side of the clamp, 5o
they woald work on an irregular bone, becawse often if o bone
w23 not petfectly cylindrical the smndard chmp would fit all
Hght oo one side, bot the other tde would be touching the
bone at only ane paint, which was highly unmusfecton

‘The sxme thing wit troe of our mstruments for clampling off
blood yemel. They were mmch too big Dr Schroeder vsed to
«dmonsh uw, “Clamp the vemel, don’t clamp the man{” That &
g0od adwce for ¢ young surgeon to remember and an old ane,
too, becrnse tissues which are bandied too roughly retracred
too srongly ar stretched and pulled too violently do mot take
kindly to 1t They dle. A good surgeon never leaves any more
dexd titroe on the end of a blood vemel thin b absolmely
pecomary or weeplng tusne or clots of blood, or blood vewch
oonng in & wound. He kmows that @ wound should be drv a3
far 3 blood b concetned, and free from all irnmating subarances.
A den wound heaks very rapidly but a mensy wound beah
very slowly if at all, end the danger of mfccton s that much
grester There are all too many people kmpmg arvund today
with deformed lmbs because of an infection incurred in a bane or
jomt operadon. Onee a panents jomw or bonex are infecred,
they will pever be normal sgam and one infecnon can make ®
erlpple out of a person wha should be perfectly sound. That was
the resson 1 hed my own blood-vesel chrmps made smalier and
mote deflcate, and used the finest sotures obtzimble.

It was abso why 1 shways draped my patient mysclf when we
 wtte getong him ready for surgery Thu b important in every
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optraton, but especially in bone and jolnt work, becrose mast
of the ume we are working with anms and legs, and thev ofen
hare o be moved dunng the coarso of the operation. Unlem
the linen is champed or ghed into fuch & postnon that the move-
ment will not expose an unstegle surfice, one o sure to have
infecnon i a large percentage of cates. I never ad my amse
1o regret taking the rrouble.

It had bothered me at Mercy snd continued to bother me &
Woesley that however rouch thought and care we put mta mile-
tunmg sscpshy in the operanng toom, sepdde practoss fn the
wards were stifl m what Dr Schroeder called the *Alsson jar
sage of development” The remdent or ntem wonld get t
couple of Mason v of senfized dressings and lug them
around from panent to patent in & basket, slong with a Jar of
weohwol into which » pur of eightdnch forceps tad beent
stuck. The forceps were wed to pull the dressmgs out of the
Msson ars and pot them on the patient, The more I saw of
thuy procedure, the slappier snd less clen k¢ scemed to e ©
deaaded I was gomg to have en individual package of drewings
for each patrent, just a3 in the operating room, as well #s some
other equipment that condd not fit mto a basker. [ went down-
town and bonght » table on big robber-tired wheels, with two
shelres underncath end & glass top with & rail arownd k, aod
had Tom, the enmncer ar Waley make a menl cover for ky
with 1 tunged front that could be lowered and fastened by 2
hm.l!ond:ddmghnmpvdd\mybotdumdp:chgﬂd
drestmgs, rubber gloves, bandages of several differcne kinds
and srzes and everythng ehse 1 thonght necesmary ro do good
clean murgical drewsings. Then | purchased a padiock and
put i on the front, knowing thar if T let everybody el we oy
cart 3t would not be equipped s | wanted It to be when |
mdcdnnmdrmngcnm-gmcmmmmmﬂ'ﬂd
Ibeﬁcvcm'edunnynpaumofmemzmberyofmh!&ﬂ?d
wound, Of coune such carts are sundard equipment everywhers
now



Chapter Ten

PaeTrY s0ow [ younn [ needed more office space than [ kad
sver Mr Allens bar s0 [ moved fn above 1 garsge dirgonally
icross Halsted Streer; and a conple of years kter I armanged
for the wse of an office downtown m a swute shared by several
ather doctors at 30 Nerth Michigen Avenue. T had an amistant
at the stockyards office to take carc of things when I was not
there. Although [ hed resigned from my pomtion with the
Rock Island, my two offices, plus the bospital, the Afton Rafl-
way my lectures ut Northwestern, my visits to the chims agents
et the Stock Yard Cowpany and Yunction Ralleay furdy fre-
quent industmal board sppearances, my cline, bouse calls end

1 resdings of profemional papers st medical meetings,
kept my Ettle green Maxwell hopping

My day started with breakfast at scven, 50 I could be at the
hospinal &1 seven-thurty make my moming roumds, md get to
the optrating room In time to mke care of my own psticats be-
fore Schroeder appeared. Oftentimes 1 had 10 many calls to make
that I bad to come back after supper to mke rounds 1 hada't
been abke to finsh at the end of the afternoon. And of coure
after that there were home calls end those midrught and sfter
midnight emergencies.

Both the smonnt of work [ wes doing and the rarure of
the work kepr me under pressure. In eny kind of surgtry the
responsinlity on the surgeon is 2 heavy one. He has to do hbs
own part unerringly; and st the same time he st see o it
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that every necesary thing it done by hes operstmg room tesm,
He can never overfook anvthing This wes particularly tue b
bone and jont surgery a5 1 was prcticlng 1t Nurses and -
terms poctstomed to exsler-going methods somenmes reparded
my Insistence on perfect observance of operatmy room discipline
o3 excnssive. I know full well some of them calied me a perfec
tonrt and not alwavs in & nice way They never bothered
me. It wes my duty to be tmpatient with any slipshod perform-
snce in the apersting room, any slownes In carrying our my
orders, soy mmttenton, because ooe dip in aseptic messures,
oae moment of carelessness, and our patient might be throogh
forever os a funcnomng human being Sometimes I expresed
myself falrly freely sod forcefolly in words which were not
conndered epproprute for the delicate esrs of young fermales in
nureng tremng

Oue day tho student nunmes ssngned to my clmic went to
the operatng room nurse and mformed her they were gowyg 0
refuse to bold meruments for me becawse 1 wis too fmpobite.
She told me sbont this, and | amd, “Will you ask the young hidiet
to meet me after lunch today Hn the little chupel on the second
floor?™

So they all met me there [ was wnll m my opetneing room
clothes. | fooked around st them, and thought to noyself that
they were oll nice gicls and 1 liked them all. 1 had no grodge
against eny of them, although 1 had spoken pretry sharply
some of tham m the operatng rooow

"Gurle,” 1 suud, “if you ssw your mother or yoor father yout
brother your mster or your swcerheart on the opersting table
would you feel 1 was pretty tough on the operanng room nurss
1f 1 mde them, by far meam of foul, come up to perfection
shat would assure a succentul operanon® Or would you feed
would be nicer if [ were pleasant and let some error go by
that might result in a loog dmtafity and maybe s permanent
crppling? Now you go and think 1t over I bave nothing i the
world but respect and edmurenon aod Hang for all of you 1 1
don’t alnays take ame to be polite, ks becruse we have a p3-
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tienr there who 15 depending oo me for his Efe and bealth and
farore happaess. 1 am interested 1 the patlent, not m your
feelings. 1f you dont want to hold mstruments for me, chats
fine, becsuse you are kand of & tnsl to me, too. I can hure & good
surgrcal fstrument nume withont taking the trouble co train
you, snd if you don't want the abning God imows I don't
Want 1o waste my tume an vou Thats ¢ll I kave to sy to you.
If you don’t waat to hold struments for me, jmst dont botber
@ come back — It will be all nghe”

That cuded that. They ol stayed, and I never had any trouble
in the openating room after thar with the nurses finding fauk
‘with anything 1 =ud or did

The fact that I never let myvself become penomally involved
with any of the nunes wes m my favor When 2 young mn
of norml instncts works side by nde dsy and mght wuth o
many healthy young fermales, mow of them faidly armaenve
10d pomibly not umsceptible, the remptatioms are pretty strong
md frequent, The insunonal gosdp which runs like an under
current beneath everything that s done in 2 hospiml 1 aluavs
bozzing up a tortld romance between ths doctor std that
rurse or hboratory rechnician, and someames 1t i absolutely
troe, T was p d by my thorooghgong projudice agafnut
Jetting anvthing of any land divert me from my bunnest. I vm
there to leamn amd practice medicine and get my parients well,
nothmng chse,

When I think of fr, I sm smezed at the smount of for
bearance and tact, sternness snd humor and other sochal facul-
ties and graces [ pat into makmg sure that my patients got
all they needed from nunses, resdents, interns, the diet kirchen
ond the hboratory The secret, 1 found, was checking op on
everything When 1 wroce an order 1 was back in snywhere
from fifteen minotes to half an hour to see whether 1t had
been carrfed out. If r hado't, | oimedistely called over the
nurse or other ndividnal who wms supposed w have been
responsible, and ssked why # hadnt been done. Tho led even-
mﬂytothculdunman)mmthc)mgtrmwbml
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wrote en order “Youd better go mmd see that thee b
done now or hell be back rusmng the devil mdde fifreen
minotes!™

Bot when I ramed the devil, I tned to do it 1n 2 way the
wouldn't make enemies, becanse it mnt bealthy to have wo
many cnemes on the hospual staff I ahways tred to pmt
frrends with them, and gradually [ developed 2 standmg x5 5
disciphmarkin who wes never mfur or ankind to myone.

There was one woman fn Weky Hospral with whom [
didnt attempt to part foends she had deliberatcly and maf-
clomly endangered the snccest of sn opersnon. And there was
ont doctor who probably considered me 2 wild man gooe
beserk. he was gullty of a wichtion of professonal ethict
whach [ regarded ss unforgivable.

The woman was the hospatal's operstng room

and Fke Sister Etbelreds at Mercy Hosprtal she was oo¢ of
those women in insnranons who take ont some fnner frusme-
von by becoming vnbehewably officlous. Why they aro ever
given aoy suthonry I dont know counse fn my ety
to get the nght treannent for my panents, 1 refused to be
obstructed by such sn mdividual and o0, in time, Miss M
devetoped a viokent hatred for me, which [—misnkenly » &
turned ott ~— chose to diregerd.

repair ununmed fractores of the hip or more correctdy frac
wures of the veck of the femur My method was to open the

md dnve an ivory dowel, almost as big as my littke fioger
thmnghlb:duﬁnfchebm\cmdmth:mk,mdﬂﬂ
into the head of the femor This would bold & in position exd
the head of the ferpnr could agun serve 23 the ball in the
ball-and-socket jount of the hip. I wed to make the dowel my
slf tummg © oot on my workbench off the operating
and fitung 1t o the X-ray of the patienty hip so that {
have t the nghe keogth What with naking the pegs,
my instromenss snd smdymg the X rays, [ often spent

111
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getung ready for onc of these operstions to that there should
be nothing that could mrerfere with soccess.

There cume to me as & padent with one of these hips ¢
Wooun past seventy who happened to be the mother of one
of por nurses. 1 spent a@l of ope maming shapmng s ivory
dowel for her snd when 1t was finshed, geve it to Allm M
md told her how | wamed it stenilzed for the operation the
following day

At the scheduled tme the nex dav the patient was brought
in mmd [ began the operaton. [ made my meinon snd exposed
the lup, Now I was readv to insert the dowel 1 took the dnll
fo my hand and sid, “Let me have the dowel™

The surgical nurse sald, “There bn't any dowel here, Doc
tor ™

*“There must bel” 1 end.

She Jooked sgain, and T conld tell how dirurbed she wes

“There wasn't sy doveel In the kot,” she said.

“It should be there,” 1 wid, “and it should be wrapped up,
becsmw 1t was being sterflized m alcohol end then in an suto-
chave for thres hours and then wrapped In srenle gauze.”

It was not there.

Thit was 0oe of ths few occasions in which 1 ever stepped
ot of m opersung room while a prtfent was on the table. I
called Vs M. She did not come, snd 1 weat up that hall and
1w her mttng in her office. [ end, 1n no gentle tones, “\bs
M, where is the dowel 1 made for my petient s hip?*

She was supposed to stnd up when 1 doctoc entered ber
office, but the st there and Jooked me boldly m the eye *I
forgot to stenlize jt,” she sud.

T thmk ther was the only time in my Lfe [ ever ectually mw
blood-red. Here was an old hdy and s nurses mother ot that,
fyiog oo the table and doomed to spend the et of her Efe «
cripple unless 1 could fix her hip, and ths woman had popard-
bred her out of efther carciewness of sure— @ didn¢ matrer
which,

“I'l ake care of you after this operstion, 1 sald, and tumed
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wrote sn order “Youd better go and see thu thm &
done now or hell be back rommg the devil made fifteen
mératest”

Bot when I rased the devil, 1 tned 1o do it in n way thet
wouldo t maks enttmes, becrose it Bn't heththy to have o
many enemues on the hospitd staff. I always ted to pore
friends with them, and gradually 1 developed 2 standing »s 8
duciplimmn who was never unfair or unkind to anyore.

There o ooc wormn In Wesley Hospital with whom |
didnt strempt to pert friends: she hed deliberately and mab-
dlouly endangered the mocess of an opemtion. And there wes
ope doctor who probubly considered me o wild own gone
beserk. Be was gmiry of s viokilon of profesonal ethics
which I regarded o5 enforgiveble.

The womn was the hogptal's opersting room supenntendens,
and Hke Seter Ethelreda ar Mercy Hosplul she was oot of
those women in fsutotions who ke out some mmer fristte
don by b ing anbelicvably offi Why they are ever
@ven any suthonty I dont kmow Of course in my saxicty
to get the nght trestment for my padeats, 1 refused o be
obstrocted by sch sn mdividual and so m tme, Mis M
developed @ wiokent hatred for me, which [— misakenly &t &
tumed out — chose to duregard.

One of the operstions | was dong frequently wm onc ©0
repair unwnreed fractures of the hip, or more correctly fme-
tures of the neck of the femur My method was to open the
hip from the outude, cxposmg the upper end of the femut
md drve an 1vory dowel, almost 23 big e my Huke finger
throngh the shaft of the bone snd into the neck, and then
into the head of the femur Tha would bold bt in pesioon eod
the head of the femur coald again serve ss the boll in the
haﬂ-md—smkayvmufdxeﬁplmdmmhtbedﬂﬂmf
sclf, ming 1t oxt on my workbench off the operanng room
and firting = to the X my of the patients Kip sa that | woold
have it the nght length. What with makmg the pegs, sckerg
mymmnmumdnudymgnb:\mlufxmww
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room for the boy and they dont look so poverty-stricken. 1
thiok Il have o tall with them.™

=Oh, you doo't need to do that,” he smid “Icw all settled 1
told them myself that your charge would be fifty dallare”

“Dactor® | mid, politely “T'm sorry but I doat let anybody
che set my fem”

[ kft bim and went down the backstains to the fourth floor
where those people were warting In the hall ournde the boy s
roo. I told them thew sons arm was reduced and reduced
well Then 1 gid to the father “Mr. Jones, I understand you
have somethmg to do with farm mechinery m yoar town.”

*That's nghe, 1 do.”

“If | may sk, what do yon do in farm mechinery?”

“Why 1 scll &t and repar 1t and service it and do everythmg
bout i, he mid, “I have mry own brsiness there.”

“Mr Jons” 1 mud, “don't you think fifry dollars is & rsther
saull fee for reducing this arm?”

T don't get you, Doctar ™ he said. *I gave cur dactor three
hundred and fifty dollars to give yon, and if that oot enough,
I be ghd to pay you mare. [ can well afford it.”

Just #s be said thds, I saw the doctor gowg down paxt that
floor in the open—cage elevator 1 galloped down the four fighty
ofmhwdngmmdﬁourducenepsn-dmt‘anahdght
of the doctor’s back just dmappeanng out the front door in 2
hum and overtook him on the walk outside.

“Doctor™ 1 mid, “give me that otber three hundred dollan.”

“What do you men?™ be sud.

1 sud, “Thoss people gave vou the moncy o pay me ad
they aro paying yvur fee for coming up here, s0 youd bewter
B’t't!h!td:mebmdmddoﬂ:no\nqmckbefonlhtmy
mnpamymomthmllkﬁdyhmmd)wmndupbnck
1n the hospital a3 & patient.”

Iwnfmbdmuﬂerllnnhe“ﬁ.lldinmywmmw
coat and trousers I st have loomed targe in froat of him, because
htplnlmhmdmhﬂpocknundpnlkdomm:dmhmdrtd
dau;ninmgmumdhmdcdkmmlmldhkmwgﬂm
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of there and never agaln to show up n Wesky Haspral o0
any place I hed amvihing to do with, then I went back vp sod
told the parents what & plece of crookedness thewr trusted femily
doctar had tried 10 put over on them I dont thunk he w8
thewr family doctor any more sfter that,

This litthe episode wis one of the things that coofirmed me
in » profound dslike of the custom of fee-sphmng ~—which,
ipcrdennally is condemmed by the Amencan Medical Amocis
ton and every other repomble professioml body It B fee
splitting when « surgeon or specalist to whom a doctor refers
a patient rewards the referrmg doctor with sn sgreed-apast
part of the fee he coliect for hs work, The thdng Is pernicwoss
becamse it s an under-the-table srrngement of which the patent
13 unaware snd which often results in hiy bemg charped more
thin he ought to be, and also becamss the original doctor in
the cxse may be too heavily tempted ro select, pot the mm
he thinks b the best sargeon or speciafisr for the cuse, bat
the one who will grve him the biggess cnt.

Thus would have been feespliting with & vengesnce, i
which the surgeons permimmon wasnt even ssked —end the
splt would have been six to one. That doctor would nerer
bave trred sach o stune if b had known me. Everybody ssomd
Chicego wet sware that, as far &1 I way concerned, any doctor
who wanted a spht of my surgical fee conld take his patents
somewhers eke. If I never got a referred case a8 Joog o5 [
frved, it was all nght with me.

It was not long after ths that | temporarily lost my job &8
¢ teacher st Northwestern, for no reson except thar Dr
Schroedar who at that ame was professor of surgery s¢ North-
western, had » faling out with Dean Edwards, the one who
hdmcdxogc:hiurphymﬁremcmngo&]mudw
smong the gods on Olvmpus affected the formmes of the
Greeks down below 5o 1 medicine the quarrels of older men
cm rabe the dickens with the young doctor VWhat hsppened
sres that Edwards persuaded the Northwestem trostees o fock
Schrocder off the faculty Schroedss prompdy turmed acovnd
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and mduced the tmtees of Wesley Hospital to drop Edwards
from the hospmal's saff. So, the next thmg I knew and without
my having made 2 single move, I was iInformed that I wes no
looger on the faculty ot Northwestern, It didnt bother mo
moch, 1 went straight to Rush Medical School mmd maw Dr
Jobn Ridlon, an orthopedic mn who had my profound respect,
aod he pot me in charge of the orthopedic clinic there, It
w3 reallv & chance far me to bresden my knowledge, and in
the long rm it helped me 1 good deal. I ran that clmic for
1 year, and then, thanks to the sctions of Dr Arthur Desn Bevan,
bead of surgery at Presbytermn Hospital, had amother lltuvtrs-
tion of what the jeulouties between older men end between
mstitonons cam do,

A bov was brooghe into the clone with s short leg cavsed
by a fracrure high in the femrur when he was much younger
Alarked angulation snd overhpping had canted more than three
Inches of shortenng This wes my firm case of 1 sharmned
leg bone nnce medical schoal, where of course T had opersted
oaly on expermmental animab 1 decided thet m this mstance
my openation could safely be tmied on = buman bang, so I
spoke to the people st Presbytermn, whith was the bospinl
sttached to Rush, I was told they did not want the case and
nobody there would operste or belp me operate. Dr Radion
1bo tried to get the boy into Prabyternn without succes, o
1 s3d I thought I could mdnce Wesley to tale the case, and
Dr. Ridloo gave me permbwton. I performed the operstion #t
Weslev and some weeks biter proudly took the boy back to
thow hmm to Dr Dillks Phemmter Dr Bevens sssunt. He
didn't give sov 1gn of dsapproval, but one day soon afrerwards
when I went to the clinic, there was pobody there, 1 went o
see the repsrar

*What abour the orthopedic clinfe?” I sadd.

"Dr Bevan closed your chnx up.”

“Why»

The Reglstrar didn’t know why

I learned that Dr Bevan wes operating at Presbyteran Hos-
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pital sd walked over there throogh the paatage between the
medical school and the hosprtal. 1 walted for elmost s hooy
by which time 1 had a pretty good head of med on When
Dr Bevan csme m from hm opersting duties, he ook off hs
gown and thtew it m the basket; up to then be had noe spoken
o me and 1 had not spoken to him. [ don’t suppose be recog-
nized me. Most older men don t recognize kuds m the operaneg
room. They have so many of them, they cant keep track of
them.

So [ mood up and introduced myvself and seid, “Dr Bersn,
T understand vou closed vp my dJmlc over n Dr Ridloos

He sald, *Ves, [ did™

“Well,” T said, *would you mind telling me why?”

He ssid, “Becamse vou are takdng caret from Rush Dospemary
over to Northwestern and apersting on them.”

“Thats what I did, Doctor with my chiefs full permmson
after trving to get the case meo the Presiytenan Hospml”
1 sed. “lt was & casc of & shom leg and § am the only maa i
this countmy o m tny other counay s fir a5 I know who
has done rch worl on kengthening shortened bones of
the Jeg 1 wanted ro do ths case, and the only way [ coeld
do 1t was to tke 1t over to Wesles Hospreal where they would
tke 1t m on the service bectine the bov bt no mondy 10
pay for hospinal bifls or surgneal ik

“It makes co difference” he wld “You didn't have my
permmon and you are afl through at Rush \ledical”

“Oh, 1 am, am B” 1 sad, “Well, Dr Bevan, [ am & good
des] y oumger than you are but 1 am gowng to live in this town
a2 long tme, probably longer than you wall, and before 1 get
through you are gowng to know that [ am here and you ar¢
gomng to know that [ am not (orgecing this bt snd ln-
yosnee by an older man with pow er sad infloence to & younger
men. Good-by Dr Bevan, until our paths cross egan.”

I might add w this that our paths cromed a number of tunet
The cncounter thar did my heart the most good took place
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sbour fifteen years larer when a lawyer in town sent me 2
clent of his who cumplained of trooble m lus back and wus
sumg the firm that employed hm. On exsmimnon of the man,
1 found a marked deformity in the lower dormal region, and
scnt the patent to Dr Hollis Potter far X my Dr Potter was
not jost an \-rey techorclen, he was in my oplnion the greatest
X ny degnesheian in this comntry so I never told him what
10 X my He always knew what was needed.

In duc time Dr Potter caled me back and reported that
be knd found & compression fracture of the tenth domal verte
bre, which was exsctly what I had expected. Then Dr Potrer
sad he hud juer recently X reyed the mme patint for Dr
Bevan, who had examined the man on behalf of the coployers.
“Well, what did you find thar nme?” I sud.

“Nothing™ he mid. “At least I found nothmg where Dr
Bevan inmructed me to Xeray that back. He gave me orders
© X ruy the severth dorsal vertehra, which I did, and of coune
no pathology showed up. Bat I rccognmed when the patiemt
w15 on the mble that be had some deformuty lower down,
around the tenth dorul, s0 1 X-rayed there on oy own respen-
wbility and dhut exposure showed the ssme compresslon fracture
weve found today But Dr Bevan hadnt esked for that
vertebra, end when I called him and tned to tell him about
the fracture, he informed me he hadnt wked me to make 2
disgnosiy; be would male his own dbgnoses. So what conld I sy
Paul® I sent hum the picture of the scventh, and that wes that”
It & my opinlon that Dr Power loved the pomposs Dr
Bevan o3 moch as 1 did, and was perfectly willing to let him
run hoy nech out as & e target for the ax. The case came to
court, and Bevan got uwp on the wimes stand and confidently
testafied that the man was 2 malingerer and did not have any actuat
mjury He was msked of he had had X rays talen. He saxd he had.
Dr Potter was called and idenufied the X ray he had made for
Bevan, oa which no pathology was showing

The pllntffs suomey who had been dpped off then
xsked Dr Porter- “Doctor dud you take any other X rays?™
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“Yeg, T rook one at the same time Jower down In the spioe”

“And what did thet shows”

“A compression fractore of the tenth dorsal vertehr”

“Did you send that picture to Dr Bevan?”

“No., I tned ta tell lim about i, but he sud he ww mot
merested, he had ordered the X may ho vanted, nd that wes
that”

Then 1 was esked to produce the X rays Potrer tud mads
for me, He idepnfied them and tescified that they showed o
Sracture of the tenth dorsal vertebra. Then I was called and tess-
fied o the condrtbon 1 fud found, stating thor the paneat wn
not s miingerer bur had o real injury and dimbility The
fracmre could be cured by direct healing but the deformity
wuould atways be there.

By this ume Bevan was purple in the face, bur thee wt
po way for him to combat the cruth, nor conld he cover
the dermage to hm repmtanon = 8 ciagnostcln of bone snd
joint conditions. OF course the fury brought in » hrge verdit
in favor of the phonf | must admit that thot Litle episode
gave me s good deal of sadisic pleasure. Usnally I am not
vindictive ot adl, but 1 was defighted to seo that man squlrm,
und perhaps the bess pars of 1t was that iz came about withoot
my violating mechcal athics or doing rmythmg except Jerting
pature take i3 course end rewiboion fall where b might.

The closmg up of my clinic s Presbyterisn Hospital frust
my sense of justice more than i did my profesnonl cueer
Very soon after that, things gor srmghtrued our a¢ Nosth-
western, snd I resamed my reaching there.

Besides everything che, 1 wes dong a grest dead of medical
writing W’h:tmcndmmthh:ﬂ’mldnntkmwﬂ?lﬂ‘
It was some of my mother’s evangelsm, an faner comp
©0 have people liscen to me and what T thoughe 1 poblhed
2 whale senes of papers, most of them illosated with photo-
graphs, and they cox me a good deal of money Some yeIrs
later 1 was wemendously glad [ had mode the jnvesunest,
although for the moment 1t kept o broke.
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One case 1 not only wrote up but had recorded on movie
film, which was quite an undertalong and horribly expermve,
there bemg no such thing &3 16-millmmeter fitm In those days,
and becrmse we bad to have two camermen, and klieg lights
for which hesvy cables bad to be run mto the opersung
room.

This was another Jeg-lengthening operation, much more diff-
culr than the onc on the boy whose muscles had been light
and flexible, Afterwards I thooght 1 hed had no buinem to
tackle this case a3 1 did, but, & Murphy wed 0 my “God
& good to the young surgeon!™ To which 1 replied, “And @
the old one too- otherwise there wouldn't be so mmy lving
panents!”

The patient wma a phmo mover snd he was bufle Eke the
phnos he moved, hroad and thnck end very heavy with solid
muscle. His right thigh had been broken and the big muscles
bed polled the bone into extreme deformiy the two fragmens
agulsted out to form an angle of 30 degrees, end his Lpes
pulled up towards kis bip so that the hroken leg was 3% mches
shorter than the other. His doctor had not been ble to redoce
the fracture, and the booes had mted in th grossly deformed
position. The man walked with & very bud lop and could
0ot work to sapport his family

The X ray plctures we got of ths leg were mnusmlly good
for those days when most plates came out loolang like & smow
storm 1 April That was onc of the things that encoursged
me to go thead. Another was the mans pinfol condmion. Be
uades, I thought I could do it

First we tool some footage of the patent Lmping with hn
termible deformey Then we went mto the opersting room. It
w2t 2 bot day to begin with, and thoss two khieg lights behmd
mc where 1 st on & stool worlang In the mans thigh made
it botrer sill

1 mde my incision from the side a3 | always did, going in
under the edge of the great quadnceeps muoschk, which was
boge m ths patient. The two ends of bone where they knd
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“Yezx, I took one at the same tme lower down in the speme”

“And what did that show?”

“A compression fracture of the tenth dorml vertebra”

*“Did you send that pictore ro Dr Bevan?™

“No. 1 tred to tell him sbont o, bat he tid he wio v
Inzerested, he hed ordered the X-ray bo wanted, snd that we
thar™

Then T was asked to produce the \ ravs Porer bad mude
for me. He idennfied them and tesufied that they showed 1
fracrare of the renth dorsa! verrebra, Then 1 was called and cesd-
fied to the condrdon I had found, stating that the parient wn
not a malmgerer but ad & real mjury snd diability The
fracture conld be cured by direet hesling bot the deformicy
would atways be there.

By ths time Bevan was purple in the face, taxt there wat
10 way for hum to combat the truth, nar coukd he cover
the damage to ho repamnon o3 s disgnosncian of bone md
joint conditiona Of course the jury brought m a lage verdicr
m favor of the plunoff 1 must edoat that thar Tietle epsode
gave me a good daal of mdisic pleasure. Usnally 1 em not
vindictive at all, bt [ was delighted to see that man squmy
end perhaps the bert part of it was that it came abone withost
my viokung medieal encs or domg arythmg except Jertiog
nature ke a3 courss and retribunon fall where &t might.

The closmg p of my climc st Presbyterian Hospial bust
my sense of jusdes more than 1 did my professonal curcer.
Very soon after that, things got straighrened out at North-
western, and | ranmed my reaching there.

Bendex everything else, | was doing & grest deal of medioal
wrinog Whﬂmwtdmcmtb:cﬁonldon‘tboﬂ'm:
1t wn some of my morher’s evangel an fner comp
to huve people sten to me and what 1 thoughe, 1 published
1 whole senes of papers, most of them Hllostrated with photo-
graphs, and they cost me a good deal of moncy Some yers
larer 1 was tremendomly pisd 1 tod mede the myesaneasy
slthough for the moment 11 kept us broke.
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The one trouble with this Life of mine was that 1 hardly
ever foond any thne, except on Sundayx, to be with Alice and
Eule Prul, who wes gettmg to be a pretty srable snd ex
tremely active youngster Even on Sundays 1 always went to
the hospal et nme In the mommyg to muke my rounds and
do whatever had to bo done. 1 got bome to our spartment for
middsy dinner st sbout one, end afterwards, if the weather
wz good, took mry Intle family for o spm in my car sometimes
up along the North Shore, sometmmes west to the pluss or
south snd east ;v far 13 Gary and beyond. In spite of the in-
competence d selfshness of many other Sunday doves on
the rowd, thess weekly outings were grest events for me, sand
I contidered them very relaxing

My doctor foends told me I was pushing myeelf too hard.
One of them sud, “Psul, why do you want to woth yoursclf
to death and not have aoy fun?® I snswered that ¢ was my
buxmest what 1 did. Doctors are often Fke that. They will mshe
that their patienrs behave ressombly Eve ot o somable mate,
et regular babmeed meals and ger plenty of ret But the
doctor will push his own bram snd body to the lanit without
peose and bresk every bealth ruke in the book, &3 though he
b1d some specul fmmunity to the cffects of fatugoe Maybe a
mn &t Intensely intereted m his work et [ was develops
extre resstance. 1 used to flaish the day 1n a stae of compkete
extaustion and sill my basic health never secmed to be affected
2t all, at Jexst not seriomly

One clement in all this was that [ suffered from s naggmg
seme of frustration about money — not wotry became 1atways
belleved I conld make all we needed, just frostretion over our
mability to get abead of the game. It didn't help that 1 knew
My own natunal extravagance was to blame. \When I nceded
Nmtthhgnrrmﬂymttdk.lmldnemmpmcwmdcr
ﬂthorcumplc.Idcudcdkmfooﬂshwfmw
to death every tume 1 had to go out fn mv car in wnter (In
dn:dnpﬂnuﬂvem!mcdv:hldnmhom-dnwnﬂr
d:gsnrhngeﬁnm)NObOde‘k'“mnw‘h“hd
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anything more than ¢ iy canvas wop that strecched between
metal braces, snd side curtains. So 1 designed and had bt
2 special top for my Aacwell, a complerely enclosed stroctare
of wood, fastened with metal clamps to the back of the sex
and the windshield posts. It even hid regular doon b k.
It certuinly made mry car unigue, and put a terchle dent &
my bank balance.

Aliee hod & much cemier financisl sense than § did, end

b she would Like to give him her references so that be
could look ©s up and she could have things charged, He
wouldn't let her finish, He waved hes hund at her eod
“Never mund, never mind, I lke vour face, go swiy
dont bother me” S0 we had one sccounr, st least, wud
must have been paud from tme to tme, becswe we had
5 Jong as we bved m thee apartnent.

What that krtle grocer did for Akce wes more than one of
Chicsgos most famows deparument stores would do for me
We bunght somethung there, and when we didnt pay for &
{n forty five dayz, they sent o colkector who announced that
they were cutbag off our sccount 1 told the collector that
wrrangement would interest me a grest deal and my wafe even
mare, because we had no meenton of ever wymg to bay ¥
thing m that place if | conld posibly ger i anywhere ehse.
I}oobdondmrlmtud:nlnhmﬂlmmymy“‘d

Entegriry
Oned:vmyfld'uuoppcdbymhhwnybormfml
busmess tap o Washington snd spent the mght with . 1 met
him downtown where he was finishing hus business, snd the
first thing he sad to me was “Son, you dont Jook very wrell
Are you feeling all right?”
lbmstedlfckﬁntnndwedmnoutmu(h&uﬂhm'
whiyfnhudxdnmpmmhhmrklbmmytppﬁw
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during the drive home, becarse oy top mttled and thumped so
that convermton was mpostble mside. After we had hed
dinner, and Alice was seoing Paul w bed, Father made me
gt bende hmm on our Rving reom couch which I had bought
it 4 nlce discount through the purchesing egent of the Ahon,
1 bug old-fushnaned heavy thung phabstered in @ homely nmddy
grecn materml which would sbtarb plenty of dirt but pever
wear out. | thik I had pad sty-seven dolhars for 1t, and you
coald not duphcate it now for six nmes that mmch.

“Son,” he said, “what’s worrying you?”

*Nothing b worrying me,” I sud.

*1s your bonnts good:”

might be getting me down. 1 mid my business wes going grear

g,

“Well, do you owe any money?” he md.

“Ne. [ don't owe any money "

He looked ot me sidewse, with thoss tmangubr eyelids of
his pockered shrewdly “Not any?™

*Not to amount to anythung,” I smid.

“Well, son,” he mid, “something s worrying you”

It took him quitc u while, but he ploned me down fimally
and 1 confemed that 1 had a fow more bills than 1 wes going
t be able to psy m the next few weeks, even if buslness was
better than it had been. Afice came back, snd we tlked of
other things untll #t was tme to go t bed Walking dawn the
long narrow ball, he said quetly-

“Son, tumorrow 1 wish you would add up all the money that
you owe and give me the amoant of it You doa't need to
O'l'tmourylndldm‘twmzyuum.\'ou'ﬂnﬂt:betnppy
If you do. The only time 1 cver owed money it worried me
30! And what do you suppose it was for?™

Of course I dido ¢ know

“Well” be mid, “before your mother and 1 were martled,
and 1 was working in the general store, a ssbesmun who was
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travehng 2round the countn towns showed n a set of Few
more Cooper s works — Leatherstocking Tales and many othen.
I waated those bools I wanted them bodly sod I agreed w
pay sa much for them Every month after that the collecor
came around, snd by the tme | had those bools pald for |
made up my mind thar [ we never sgam gomg to order xm
tung | comldnt pay cash for unkss st was food  keep my
family from sarvmg whsch forrmmarely hasnt been mecessary
Now™ ht snd, you dont have to owe mones snd 1 dony
want vou to one mones  So voo bot me know whati n”

1 sac up for an hour figunng thm cut, and the next mommy
1 handed han 2 shp of paper on which [ had wriren a total
smome of somethmg over fifieen hundred doflars. He wook
# and put it i hn pocket. A few davy lster | had a Hethe note
from hun, enclowng a check wheeh 1 promptly deposited fn
the bank end whach emabled me to pay off «fl mv crcditors.

Hu check way for the exact smoant | had written down that
evening, the exect emount and not 4 penny more. There ww
no bonot. Newtber wes there anv admombon nor o do o
sgaln, or sy moralrmg He understood me premy well The
only thing he didnrt know was how derermmord J was fo remv
fum s Wy he wonfd never forger

1 thmk, m thome years from my mamage to the beponng
of World War I Abce and § went to one dance snd one
prvate dmner Somenmes we went to the theater Afrer one
or two embarrysmg experiences of hanng the show mier
ropeed while my mme was paged and [ went to the tekephone,
1 sdopted the pracuce of ksvmg mv mame and sear nomber
at the box office, 10 1 could be called ta the tekephone wihost
croating # dntarbance, [ hate to think of how many nighs
was called and Alrce had to rale 2 troceh home.

The only frends we saw moch of were a young doctor
pamed Jim Churchull and hes wife Virgmir Ther son Bob
was born within 2 month of Paul, end the two mothers wed
to whee! the children in \\ ashungton Park. Viegpala was ult
and dark, end when we saw her and ey firde Alfice togriher
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we calked them Alatt end Jef which was not angiml but
struck us 13 very funny at the tme.

Every now and then we tool a trip back home. It dudnt
cost us anything thanks to my passes on the railroads, and
dd uw both good. There was a wonderful sense of kimship
berween Allce and my mother Those two women had formed
2 kind of offensive and defendve allisnce, snd 1 am quire sute they
secrely compared potes on how o memge me, kmowmg well
enough that that was one thmg thev couldn't bope ro da. You
never stw 8 mother-in-law and daughter in-hw who got aleng
berter As for Lousse and Ruth, Alice wos 2 third pser to them,
There was no backbltng st oL

The best of our vints wrere the ooes at Chrsinos time
because then we ustmlly had the whole famuly together and
In festive spirt. Afark, after four vears m 8 munng engmeer
In Mexico tad come home fo go nro busmesw with my father
and wes marned, lvmg in AMinnespols and bisy nisng 2
fanily I never had been able to fmegine thar gentde, avilized
soul down there amoog the cacrms and the coyotes, going
around with ¢ Liger pisol stmapped to his leg became of the
Yequi Indians and became you never could tell when youd
find vourself face to face with o matthamake. Lonise had been
gradusted from Vassar and way teachuing school. Larer oo she
goc interested in the Caribbean ktands, keaned Spanuh and
taught in Puerto Rico wntil World War I when she went into
nuning end finally mamed a patient of herr Ruth, who sko
had a Vamar degree, took gradmate coursa in chemmiry st the
Univernry for two years, then mrned a blology teacher there
He soon gave op univerory work snd went into busines m
Madison, \Wisconsm, bt of course that didnt prevent them
from coming to Mermam Park for the annml Chrstmas gather
ing of the clan.

Outhonepdrrhgt. you cunld -l\npbcmrc the food
would be tifol and Ty gh there wis
mrrmmlngnkohoﬂcmdﬂnhmmr:pcmkvm
Mother's mince pie. She always made her oun mmcemeat,
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vang apples off cur own trees, and mest that was chopped, not
ground 1o 2 paste —gnd there was plenn of mear in ir, not
just a loc of ralans. One Chrivtmas it tuared even better thm
we remembered 1t, and 1 sad, “VMother this the best mmces
mest you have ever made, What i the workd did you put ko 1"

Mother frowned and sud, *\Why [ dont know that theres
avthmg different fn 1£™ Then she mid, “Ob, yes 1 pur in some
worked jelly 1 foond m the cellar”

We all looked gt each other and hid onr smules behmnd our
moplans, because of course “worked” means fermented, snd ths
jelly Mother had pur m the mincemeat was probably & good
6o proof w hich was what made it s0 deherous.

She looked back end forth ar vs. “What sre you hughieg s2?
\What s foanv>”

We wouldn t e her If she fud guessed there was s0 much
as ¢ suingle drop of alcobol m her mncemest, 3t would have
rumed her holidays,

Alice and 1 thd kave oot semb-vacanon sway together This

Mt. Ramvrer to the mow Thm expenience proved to be one
of the most hur-resmng of v [fe. The sommer semon m

tain road we ute cwhtmg slong the odge of a sheer
of from two thoustnd to five thootnd fect, end every
or 0 we met oot of those contractors wucks roanng down
on the mmde track soatrernmg gravel and forcmg cur dght
wheels m withm inches of the precipice. The spectaceler view
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because we had the maide track and of anything went over it
would be one of the trucks.

That everung after we got down to sea Jevel, Afice had an
aitack of shormess of hresth which foghtened us It would
have frightened ©s more if we had koown that it was the fint
sppearance of symptoms of valvular heare disease, stemmng
from the severe sore throass she had hed i the spring of the
year we had taken the grain boat to Buffalo, when she wes
severiteen. Even if we had known, medical science at that
time knew nothing to do about it, so perhaps 1= was just &
wrell that we were allowed to thml t was nothing more dan
« vioknt resctlon to the sadden chenges of dttude we had
been subjected to that afternoon.

In all this dme, Alice never once comphined about our fife.
She always made me feel that she was baclang me w the Hmit
and withont reservations. Even when she became worred sbout
the way I was drmng myself ber manner of makmg me
realize it was very much fike her no dipley of emoton, no
dramatics. She just sid to me oo night when I came bome,
‘woen out end {rritable &3 wrml

“Pagl, do you know what your son sid to me todsy?”

*“No, what?”

“He mid, Mother doyouthinklc:umﬂ(tuD:dmnishn
or will he be too tred? ™

That gave me quite a jolk. Bar it did not slow me down.
There was always something that had to be strended o, some-
thing that hed to be dome right now and that I could noc
bring myself ro Yook et philesophically or indifferently

Along ebout 1916, we moved 1o & smll homse near the
Unl‘runtyofcﬂago.mddxhpmdvu'ycwvmimtforl
project which, with the ad of a grest deal of tock, did quite s bee
for my repute in Chicago medical dircles.

Forwcmdmclh:dbemﬁmpmcdbydnhrgember
of minfal backs I wes scang apecially ar the stockyards. 1
could recognize one of them fifty yards sway The patient
would typically come imto my office bene over and to ons
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nde holding his hand on the back of his hupbone and emse
into a char by purdng his free hand on the side of it and
lerung humself down slowly wath the leg on the affected sde
held oot straght,

Nobedy had found s reliable way to cure thu kind of dis
ability which probably wonld be disgnosed a1 2 “dok”™ nows
days. Nobody bad mmuch of an idea why these backs acted
thy wav In most cases it wes not a mateer of the spine having
been wrenched by ¢ viokent or unsccastomed effort, The man
had lemed over to de o shoe or pck wp tome light object,
# thing he had probabh done ten thoumnd times in his He.
On ths onc ocomon he got o terrible subbing pam in the
back, and conld pot strughten up A careful record of «
brge number of these cases thowed that the injury alwzys
tappened when the body was beng bent and rotated st the
same ume end slsa that most of these people were in muddie
#g¢ or beyond 1t

1 spent w great many cvenmgs In the smromicsl hborstones
at the Unsverury rmalang an intemsive studv of the soucture
of the lower part of the haman back pertaps 1 should ay
“the different stroctures of the tacky of dufferent humans,”
becswse 1t &5 ammg how much they vary Where the spine
resty on top of the hups, the whole waght of the mmk, head
and arm 5 carned oo s couple of quite smll movable jomts,
1 saw that in 1 large propornon of my amromicst speclawnt,
especully those from older people, age and use had ranghened
the booes around the edges. Having seen o good many koets
that locked becane of a fordgn body in the joint, 1 began
ta wonder whether my painfol uels did not reslt from =
rough jomot that refused to slip back to i normal postion
when the patfent tned to wamnd up after bending over A joint i
fike eny other mechanical bearing If it hoy « roughened ares, it
won t function smoothly

After thinking this over and talking to some of mv collexgues,
I began to wonder whether 1t might not do some good to
slip the mmplaced jomt into normat potiten by giving it »
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twrt m the nght direetion, m other words, by manipu-

. In thote days “manpuhinon™ was 2 brd word 1

ke medical arcles 5t desenbed what the osteopaths

and of course they were considered beyund the pale, But
wita't 50 sure the osteopaths didne have the best of things
m the partcular matter Even though they probably didnt
what they were domg and most of therr patents didne
cured, they were helping quite a few people, and thar
wrt mare than could be sud of the regubr MD s Bad word
e not, 1 decided to try smampulanon, under 2 gas anesthenc.

The rouls were perfectly sarding Alany times & patkent
would ger up sand walk off with no pam whatsoever and mo
rechon. 1 learned it was necamary to keep the patient's hack
from sfipping vut of ponton again the next tme be bent aver
50 I abeays erepped those backs with sdbeive tape, crosways
sud dlagocally op and down, making 2 precty effectrve adhesive
,Pﬁmﬂmmmpmmrmmﬂywwgnmfulmln
tme nme to dp the adhesive off sgan and then he wasmt
| sare the cure wasn't worse than the disexse.

Afrer 1 had cured enongh of these cases, 1 deaded to read
£ paper wbout them before the Clucego Afedical Socicty st an
evening mreting In the ol Grill 1 Manhall Fieldy Mens
Baikimg, Knowing i would be like waving a red flag st « bull,

Jellow was up to now

In the profesmon, jumped 21l over me, walked up end down
my chest snd stomped on my collar-button. They were all
frends of mme, too, and 1 respeeted them,

\Vhen | wa called upon, as the speaker alwavs b, 1o close
the dlscusdon, 1 realized 1 did not haye much semufic am-
fmonidon. 1 smply got up, bowed ond sud I v ghed they
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didnt bebeve anythmg 1 had told them sbout these becls,
because my paticns were gettng well 43 2 ronl of mempak
uon and people were gowg to hear about 1t. *And” 1 con-
cinded, “if you disingunhed gentemen will juse keep on re
fosmg to mamipulire these backs lomg enovgh, Il get moxt
of vour practice, and [ need the money  Thank you.”

Of counse that got » huph, end the meeting broke up, except
that o few of the yoonger men stayed betund. At this point
the clement of really fantste luck made it eppeanmee, o
the shape of & doctor named Lundgren, who was on the suff
at Avguwmtans Hospral 1 had nooced ham entermg the back
of the room and casmg himeelf Into & chalr during my alk,
and now he came down towards the rosrum, walkg fn that
tymeal way { bad come to imow so welll

“Doctor” he sud, "yonve described my condiden pretty
sccunatels Do you think you can do snythiog for me?”

T sud, “W\ hat have you been doing Dr Lundgren, chengog
anre’”

“Yar" he mid, “thats exactly bow it happencd” 1o thoee
days we had “chocher” dres, which bad to be pried off and
then pried back on and pamped up with a hand-pump. [t wet
too mach for many an otherwne healthy back.

lm:mdmdwmuamdm.“ﬂumyhodysmﬂlﬂ
miachine mn this building?”

One of them sud, “Theres & denox in my office upstaln
who has one I get "

We pushed two tbles together and hid Landgren out. With-
out forther ado, not even mking hu shoes off 1 had oee of
the men anesthetze bom srrch gas and 1 manipulated hes back.
He came to, wigghed sround, st up, looked a little surprsed,
put hes tund on his back, sid off the tables and said, “Well,
Magooson, mavbe you are a5 erzy 1 they were calling you
tomght, but 1 am all well” And he walled our of the room,
pufealy aroghr. He came 1o the newt day to be werapped,
and that was the end of hus trouble, except that he dida't fecd
like changing any more sutomobile tures for o while,
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Within & few davs, bghtning strucl agem. This tinte 1t took
the form of 2 telephone call one Saturday from Dr Peter Baso,
the profemor of neurology st Rush AMedical School, stking me
if T would come snd scc 2 patient at Presbyterim Hospatal
‘When I heard who the patient wa, I neardy jomped out of
oy shoes it was Dr Frederich Moorehead, Rshs professor
of onl surgery It was prechcally sacrilege for & men cennected
with Northrwestern to be called to sec 2 Rmh man. Dr Aloere
hesd had been st French Lick Springs playing golf and ap-
parently Ind taken & swipe of 2 ball and mreed, because down
be wem on the fairway with m acote pam in his back. They
had bad to carry him off on a stretcher, He had been seen by
all the hieads of departments st Rimh, but was getng no betrer
fast, and hsd been Incapacitted in bed for sbout a week

1 found him 1n conmderabls pain and about &3 cheerfal and
Ingratisting a5 2 besr with 2 sore hesd After I lnd exsmmned
him, Dr Bano ssked me if I thonght I could relieve him, snd
I told him I thought I could. Dr Bawmo sad they would take
hm sought up to the operatng room, but 1 md we could
manipulste him nght there in bed if we could have 2 gas
machme bronght down That was dooc,

When he cume out of the ges, Dr Aoorchesd wheeled hum-
self around « b and I storpped him. He went bome m an
hour or g0, and wes up working at his dennal chaie on Mondsy
marnng

It was only shortly afeer this that one of the surgeans st Se.
Lukes Hospital calied me and ssked if T would see by wife
who had been erfppled by & bed back for several weeks. He
brought her down to Welty where 1 manipulrted ber with
the s1me spectaculsr resuhs o3 10 the other two casct

By this time, with two docton snd a docror's wafe from
three different hospials up and wallang about normally becauss
of what I kad done for them, some of my senior colleagues
were compelled to admit that maybe this Meguusen wam't
entiredy talklng through his hat when he sd there were some
Linds of back dirabilines that could be cured by masipalazion.
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Thar 15 often the wny 1 which a new or mprosed idea
n medscane wans acceptence from the profeson. Fint someone
has te worl to develop 1t tost it out and present it In the form
of a paper Even so, whether m takes hold or pot {requendy
depends on how mam examples the profession can sec withmn
1 fairly short ume following the presennton. The medics!
profesuon 1 mherently consen atve, Indeed 1t mut be when
ey deviatron from the orthedox cm rovult n the desth or
cnppling of 2 panent. Anvthing new  therefore, needs not
oth to be completelv sound in concept and development, but
to be put forth with 2 bit of showmamtup oo the parr of i
sponsors, and a brt of luck,

In the year 116, o5 though 1 didnt have enough o keep
me by 1 ool on another job which then and hter was o
prove enormowshy productive for me The legnlature that year
created the state of (linoes firm Industrial Commiwdon, charged
with regobsting compensnon for workers injured n thar
roba.

There were five lonery, two rep mg emplor e,
two representing labor and one who was neutral, and the law
provided {or the employment of & doctor to examine the injured
ud allegedhy mjured emplness and report on what wis
the matter with them, e tarent of ther disabilmies and that
nght to clum compemanon, How to find a doctor who could
be egreed upon by the two udes and the neutral was quite
a problem. He had 0 have expenence m industnal cases, yet
i he had doye work for the umom the employers wouldnt
sccepx tum, nd of te wn lLbeded 15 & company doctor the
unions didnt feel they could st him. That was where 11y
record of objecne and even aggresave imparthlny paid off
One of the labor members hud been an epgmeer on the Rock
land, and » firtde mquny among hn fnends persnaded him 1
was not 1n the habnt of camving water on both shoudders. The
men m the stockyard umons remembered my policies there
cwmphfied by my run-n with old Mr Fazgersld at the Junc
non Ralnay So although 1 was 2t chat moment on the pay
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ks of four of the lergest industnal employers in the sate,
Commbsdon offered me the job,

T took it on the condrtion that I could set up the cxamination
in the Commmeron heedquarters In the Gy Hall Square
the way 1 wanted. There would be mnjured men coming
from companies that were paying mo saharies. There might
casex that [ had become familwr with In vanous ways. When
man was brougtt to me for examinaton I didn ¢t waat to know
name, who he worked for ar enything st all about him
the medical hutory of his case. So | had several mmall
badlt, with curtains in front snd an exxmunmg table md
mstruments 1n each. Fach cate wes known to me only by s
oumber While I crammed the man in the littk booth, a stenog
mpher sat outside and T dictated to her through the closed
curtung, a descaption of what I was finding aboat the mans
present physical conduion. This repart wes then typed up under
the case mumber and [ signed fr. Only then did the stenographer
puz the man s mme on it. The Commbsion, the employer sud the
cltimant or his representative esch got o copy of the report.
Nobody was going to have uny posible basis for accusiog me of
bl

The only wouble with the plen was that 1 wes constantly
snnoyed by tho imbifity of the so-called wecretaries ro undersnd
what was coming to them through the cartains, Well, there
i adverity 1n evervihiog and this particalar difficoly evenro-
ally brought me one of the biggest boons of my hfc; that came
several years hater v

For the present, of course, this job incressed y workdoad,
od I an't ny tat the two hundred dollars & month I was
pad for it really compensated for the time and effort. But
ft was mmother sep oaward in my Lfe, 1 posion of quite &
lide prestige for such & young practinoncr —now Jus eght
years out of medical school. Abore all, it gave me a chance
micclwundcrfulmbtyofd]nrdﬁtdasc\bothm:gial
and medical, from every part of the state. That was what o~
terested me day and nighr, all the dme.

[



Chapter Eleven

Tre vean was 1917 War tad raged in Entope for almost
thres yean and most of us 1o the Middle Wet had Leen
scarcely aware of 1t st anythmg thar could affect ws Now
28l of # sudden 1t came over me thar we were going to be m
it, and soon. That mexnt wounded men by the tem of thon-
sands, perhaps the hundreds of thomsands, being brought back
wnd dumped mto our pracetime hotpriabs. [ could not see tht
ather our hosprtals or our doctons were ready for them But
oaly » short distance away m Canads, hotprals had been re-
ceiving wounded men from the bardefields for months [ de
oded, enurely on my own swhonty and by the request of
nobody to go up and find cut baw they were doing It 1
oak the train to Moctreal

L wis otounded to learn that the Camdians had all thar
homm}sdmdcdbyspecnlnu.ﬂ-cy}ud-bospm!fortyﬂ.
€r nose and throat cases snother handled fractures and bone
disabilines, u third dealt with cues calling for shan grafts and
plastic surgery  So, when a man came back with two ot three
dmabilitics, & many did (with mrustard and chlorine gas, phenny
of cases were both medical and surgheal) there was tremendoss
indeomsion o5 1o where be should be sent. Usmlly he went to
the hospral specnlinng m hay greatess disabifity {f that coukd
be derermuned, and the doctors who were treating um for
the other thipgs that wese wrong wath fum had 1o run s from
their own specnl hospraks ro work on fim, The resolt was that
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oIl the doctors spent the greater part of ther time geting abont
among the vardous hosprtals, T would have consldered thus the
utmast folly and waste of medical talenr cven if I had not
tad such a prejudice all my Jife against spending ume unneces-
sarily in getting from phce to plice.

On my way home, I stopped in Boston to report oo the w
Dr Ellloct Brackett, one of the most emmment orthopedic sur
groms in the Unbted Statex 1 had met him In medical meetings
ard found him very considerste of yomnger men. He scemed
imrerested, but sud nothlng aboat my doing snything further

there was no goverament hospltal capable of holding amything
Hke the number of casey that woald probably be brought there
for rextmemn.

1 began to think about thir; snd 1 put together two facte
which, combined, seemed to me to offer s remarkably logicat
od entirely feasible sohrtion to the problem. The fint wam
that the Univeruty of llinols Medical Schoal m downtown

&id pot have & hospine]l the second was that nght
next door to the Medical Schoo! the old Cubs baseball park
Ly abendoned and vecant, o it hed donc since Mr Wngley
had boughe the Cubs and moved ther dumond to the North

Hea for the state of 1lfinols

Unlreruty?

1 took this propas! to the Sate Comal of Defense, of which
Sammel Intull way churman, and which incloded J Ogden
Armmour Bob Dunham, snd other prominent Chicagoant. They
thought it ws & fine idea, and 5o reported to Governor Lowden,
who sho approved of i

Tnsmoch o3 the leghlirore was not in seson, the Council
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bers themselyet fndividually phdged the money to bay
the Cabs baseball park, wich the promuse of Governar Lawden
that they woald be reimbursed when the legihrure next met.
‘The plan was writen op and submibteed to the federal govern-
ment. By the dme the government's reply came down, 1 wer
In the Ammy myself and I was one of the firrt to find omt,
much to my dmappointment, that the Attorney General of the
United States had kicked the phan in the teeth by ruling that
it wat u contract between a stte and the federl government, snd
therefare uncomsntations).

So my Wea fell chrough Tt did not, however come to noth-
ing. The Cabs baschall park was conveyed to the soate end
now a magmificent bospital bmk by the Univendty of 1finols
stands on that mte, & part of the great West Side AMedical Center
which abso includes Loyole, Chicego Medical School, Presby
terian, St Lakes, to sy nothing sbout the Lighthouse for the
Blnd, snd the Vetcrans Hospinl m the mme ares. Shordy
after war wes declared, 1 had 2 telegram from Dr Brachert,
who had been appointed Chief of the Orthopedic Dimsion o
the Surgeon Generals office, ssking whether 1 would come to
Washmgton. [ came to Wastungton, tock off my coat, and went
to work without undform, without benefit of appolntment, xad
without pav

Plonging mio things with my wual enthusssm, 1 did not
even bother to mqure sbout the rules and regulanons for
tdmetuion 1o the Army — there were not neetly &8 many 1
there are today Atkngzhl{wnbo\ndxmks.lunm
down to tave the phywcal i for my
was piven the mnk of captain, end got keave to fech my
frmly who by now were wondening whether they would
hare enough maney to pay the grocery bill.

In the mantome 1 had made srrangements to rent u lirtle
hoose 10 Chevy Chase, nght opposite the charch on the Clrcle.
Some of the happiest months of my hfe were spent in that
house. Wiar may be hell but for me t was o penod when 1
fud roore everangs off wnd less pressare on me than In the
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pexcetime practice of mediclne in Chicago the bell never ning:

me out on ® nighttime emergency- and I had some
time to be with my wife and son. Paul hud bad hot fine year
of schoolmg st the School of Pedagogy at the University of
Cincago: mud be slipped into the gmde school In Chevy Chase
without & ripple. We ncver had to worry aboor his lewsons,
although be did distress his mothet wnth his mbchief st tmer
s pay was not afffuence, but it stemed 2 falr com-
penstion. 1 had o lrtde Model T Ford with red wire wheels
to ke me back end forth, and we got a houseworker who
w13 & great boon to Alice mnd Paol Her name was Rose, and

g

throngh the gape.

The hormors of war In the Sargeon Genenal's office took the
form of ¥n acute shortage of clencal help, complicared by the
fact that none of us had had & munute’s military tammg or knew
the fint thing about Army Regubnom or government routine.
This was a3 true of Will Mayo and Franklm Aartin in the
next affice as it was of Ellict Bracker, his fist asnstnt, Dr
Silver and me in the Orthopedic Divmion. Things were gertmg
peetty fouled up, and Colonel Brackett sclected me, w5 the
Inmormmdnnmhh‘g-bomobumhgmmaxrh
It occurred to me that ane of Alice’s best frends back bome,
% gil named Helen Stevers, was & gradute of Pramt Insarote,
and wanted to do some war work. So 1 called her in Minne
spolix, arranged somchow to ger her mullroad fare paid, end
Alico and [ gave her o room 1 oar house, which ws 0o
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hardship because we were both fond of her Heen in ber
turn dug up another gird named Anne Steel, who alo came to
five with w, and thoss two girs sct things strmght In the Ortho-
pedic Divinon. They did our typang kept our records m shupe,
and wved all of ws o dozen thmes from bemyy court martdaled.
Incidentslly they were 2 great resource to Alice, 1 the
cvenings end over the weckends, Alice didnt do sny mare
gadding sboat ln YWashington than she had in Chicago. Hekn
snd Anne hrought o bttle social fife into her exstence,

There vas once directive that came down, thovgh, which we
coukd not 1 good conscrence abide by This was ¢ direct order
from General Penhmg himaelf that all bone and joint cases,
inclediog rruscle, nerve and tendon Injuries, should be sent
to the orthopedic surgeons, This would have been all right
today except perhaps for the nerve injunes, bot ln thore days
1t emphancally was not all right, beeamse there were not haf
u dozen orthopedic surgeoms in the whole country who tad
hed anv cxpenence ot all in open surgery  They weee all child-
straighteners, specishsy in curvstures of the mpine, congenin!
dislocanons of the hip and clob foor. Most of them fad never
cven dissected our & nerve.

Thos order which [ believe originsted with Dr Goldthw mte,
the great Boston orthopedic man who wis 2 close friend of
Penhung s, meant ther the genersl surgeons, & few of whom
really knew how to do the operations, would be confined to
belly and hesd worl end the onthopedic men would be trving
to cope wuh situations for which they had no traming or
cqenence. As somebody suid, it was & case of Dr Goldthwmte
having butten off more than the otthopedic surgeom could chew
Menwhile T had heard through my wswal undergroond
sources that the Surgeon General was about to fseue an order
that every doctor m the Army was to tave his speclaly e
tered on b card m the penoanel files, and w batever speciaky
appeared on hn card would determune which divmson he be
longrd to. § spoke o Horace Mormmon, who had recenth
come 1n to work with me in Colonel Bracketts office, and he
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egreed that thhy was the moment for scton, I rohed oot to &
Ettle storo around the comer from the Mills Boflding and gave
them three hours to make me a robber stamp resding “Reserved
for the Diviwon of Orthopedic Surgery ™ which they did.
I pald for it out of my own pocket. That mghe efter dark,
when everybody clse had gone home, Horce and 1 sncaled
upsturs to the persormel department of the Surgeon Gewenls
effice snd went throngh the whole index file of doctors in the
service, Every time we came on a general surgeon whom I
ln:wmdwhohadnnokncwbdgeofbon:md}dmmm
we stumped his card “Reserved for the Divison of Ortho-
pedic Sargery ” The Surgeon Generala order went into effect
the next moming and, before anybody woke up to what was
happening all of these men had been officully labeled ortho-
pedic surgeams and assigned to w, by wiich time i wis too
brte to change. It was 2 case of kadnapping by robber stammp,

It did not prevent my beng promoted to major pretty soon,
ad jt did not save me from slx months of stufimg papers and
£les and lookmy things up, which T consddered # waste of time
for & doctor and pretry boring One day Colonel Brackert came
inzo o7y office and lud « thick file on my desk.

“Mjor” he suid, In his armuble way “this file concerns the
problem of broken-down arches and punful feet m camps

the country As you know most of thec cases
€an be fixed op by making a few smple changes m the mans
thoes. That means that the surgeon has w send the man to
the Quartermaster’s cobblers, whoso shop o wuslly clear st
the other end of the camp from the base hospital, sometmes
1 much o3 five miles xoray ”

T had » vhion of these poor fellows with the schung feet
bobblng the kngth of the camp, wuting half & day while
thelr shoes were bemg fixed and then hoofing It all the way
bock agam, by which time their arches would be flxt on the
ground, And I knew that fn one camp over 6o per cent of
the men were onable to march or do duty because of foot
trouble,
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“Trs been suggested,” Colonel Brockett maid, “that we have
a cobbler or rwo and same nmple shoemaking machinery for
putting wedges in heeh and soley and making leather arch
supporty, amigned to each base hospreal. Will you sce what you
can do about {63”

T sud 1 would. T looked throngh the file, more or best
i never very thorough sbour looking through files and the
thicker they were, the less 1 Jooked throngh them. I pot thes
thiek wad of decuments under my arm — noc m 1 briefoess o8
s true bureaverat should -~ and jogged it seross 17th Street to
the building which wss then Lnown b the Swte, War aad
Navy Bulding but wheeh hter wos not big enough for the
Stare Deparonent slone and now  not big enoogh for the
overflow of crecuuve operations from the White House, mak
Ing 1ts fustory & thumbna! sketch of the growth of gavernment,

knowing nobody ar all in the Quartermaster Corps, 1 made
we of samething | had docovered yean ago dat if you want
to find out anything m an office, the person 1o go to i the
boss s secretary  becauss thar gid knows more about the bush
nesy and the people workimg there than anybody else, incloding
the bost.

1 went up o 1 young woman who st outside the Genenl's
Goor and told her that T was lookmg for a doctor n the Quarter
master Corpa. Now it Tmght seem strange to go to the Quar
termaster Corps lockang for 8 docor but 1 remembered that
General Leonard Wood had been 2 doctor before they made
hem & hne officer nd thaught there might be a fellow in the
Quartermaster's office who had bad medical traning and would
underrtand our problem. Sure enough, after 1 ashed her the
young bdy said, “Why yes, theres one. s Calonel—— ™ 1
don’t remember fus name but 1 dunk ] would hare vored hm
the Congresaonal Medal of Honor

T went down to Colonel ——3 office and laid the file on
his desl. He frowned at 1t somewhat ominously and 1 quickly
sud, “Im not guing to ek vou to read thiy, Colonel We've
£  simple problem here dhat I think you ean solve”
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“"What & it>™ he mid.

1 told him the troable snd what we wanted done, not for
getting to soggest that imammoch = he had studied medicme,
he would understand the need. His frown vuibly softened.

“Is that all your problem, Doctar?™ he sard,

*Yes, that’s all my problem.”

“I thinl we onght to solve that very promptly " ho md.

He called in his secretary and dictated a tekegram to the
St. Loust supply depot requesting the assignment of two cob-
blers and the necemary machinery to esch hospral in each
cumnp, emumersting them es I guve them to him.

Thet was that, end 1 felt pretry good sbout i, So did Colonel
Brackett, who paid me the compliment of not mking me how
1 had sccompished ir. Cerninly obody told me to wrire 2
formal repart on it or notfy smybody

About three weals later I got a summons to the Sargeon
Genentl's office, and it was not the lmd of summons that s
sent with the Surgeon Genenl's complimens, ft was ordens to
report. Not having any kind of guilty conscience, I went up
there quite bithelr and stood before General Gorgas's desl
fsang him and his executlve officer Colonel Furbush, whom
I bad known when he had been Director of Health m Phils-
delphte,

Dr Gorgn, who wm a very londly old mm and & great
scientis, but cerulnly ot in my opinion e great admmbstrator
#id, “Major did you have snything to do with sssignmg cob-
blers and shoermking machinery to certsin hasprtals?”

“Yex, sir General” 1 sid, proudly “1 did thar, end I hope
they’ve arrived by thus time.”

“Artived?” be sud, “Were getting telegrums from every
communding officer of every bospiul in cvery camp in ths
Country wanting to know what the devil they do with cobblens
od shotmaking machinery swigned to the hospinal! Nobody
told them anything showt it And then be sad, “Major whit
“"mflfymminaddywlnvcbdoreyouumehmmemy?"

“Nane, sir "
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“Have you ever read the mameal of che Medical Corps?™

“Na, sir™

*“Have you ever read Army Reguhtions?™

“No ™

“Do you know how o do & rghtabouot face?™

*No, sir.”

I reslly have an jdes that the General smiled, o hutle—bhe
wouldnt want 1o smile very much onder the crcumstances,
“Major "™ he 1aid, “hereafrer yom will find oot what miltary
channeds are and follow them. Is that understood?™

1 sald, “Yea, ur thank you, e ™

And with ther | made my exit. T went down to the office
and whed my friend, Scotr Brechenndge, who hsd s desk bn
the same office & mme, “What do they mem by channels?
1 doa t know sything sbout channels™

So be told me about them

Then | 524, “Do you know how to do s nghtabout fece?”

He sud, “Why of coune [ do you poor fish”

“Where did you Jeamn?™

“Haven ¢ vou heard?”

“Na, | haven t heard” | sud.

“Well, you know 1 went to West Point for three yeam™
he sud, “snd at the urgent request of the faculty I rook vp
mediane.”

The real itonv of tins story u that it was Scott Breelenndge
who was sent around to every camp where there were cobblers
and shoemaking equipment, to ger things straightened out. We
couldnt posubly do 1t by telegram or by lerer We had to
send an officer who was 2 mayor and who didn't know anytheng
mare sbout feer than the commanding officer of the hospiaal
And that gave me my fine ide of the wav government wasted
peoples ume, and about chanuek, which 1 have hated cver
mice.

There was nothing comstroctive to do from day to day snd,
although € enjoyed the very pleasant Iife with my family snd
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the chance to pat a littke weight oa vanow paro of oy amateny
1 was bored siff Not oaly were we not treating sny patients,
which was the only work I relly cared shout, bat 1 condn't
set that we were melng my progress. 1 never wus intereseed
in reading reparts sboat what samebody elss hed done.

The one thing I wes learmy was which doctors, cspahle of
doing what kinds of worl, were located m which hospitals.
‘There was a tremendous shortsge of trained personmel Our
tob was to get men and put them 1 the positon 1 which we
thought they would best serve. Most of the best ones had
gouc mto the Army early; yome hed been ordered averyess
st their own request, so the pickings were pretry slm by ths
time, sfx or aght months efter the war sarted,

When we needed an outstunding man to serve a3 chief of
sernce in an Army bosputal, we often had o tap some medical
school for him, and became the Army bad buik ns hospinls i
remote camps st far a5 posible from any medical school, b
could not continoe teachmg. It was quite & strogghke to sike a
bakince berween suffing the Ammy hospinds and protecting the
medical edocxtion of the comtry to we would bave some
doctory In the foture. 1 kept thinkdog thar, If only the Army
could have pat iz bospinals next door to the medical schools,
my Efc would have been a great deal esmer and this wes an
idea that mayed with me,

These Anmy hospinals thermelves were somethmg incredible
—great mprawling mazes of one-story wooden baildings and
miles und miles of corridary, ds fireproof a5 v box of shavmgs and
miserably bard to edminisrer A farmer who guve no more
thooght to the plannmg of his milidng barms than was mven
to the plinung of Army hosprab m Werld War I would go
broke m s month. And when 1 stw the very same sixty-acre
monstrostics being thrown up in Warkd War Il and sfteraards
the determined cffort on the part of the Army people to palm
them off on the Veterans Admmotranon, I really began to wonder
In June, 1918 the Amencan Expedmonary Forco went fto
combat, Soan the firt American canualines would begin to smive
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from the front, the majoncy of them throogh the port of New
York, For the purpose of recciving them, the Surgeon General
had nhen over most of Elis [land, converting the main bafld-
1ngs mto & hospol. The program was to check the men in, and
after cumming their wounds or otber dmbilines, osign exch
mn to the hospltal nearest his home which was equipped o
take care of whatever was the marter with him. This meeat
getung the man, hi personal effects and his papers all to-
gether on the right train going to the right phce under the
nght orders, so there were infinite possibilites for confusion and
red tape. Knowing my aturade on such marters, Colonel Brackest
thooght I was just the man to take care of wssigning patients
returning through the port of New York to hospials.

1 100k off for New York and reported to Colonel Kennedy
the commanding officer of the medical department of the New
York port of embarlation, in Hoboken. Typically T did not
just report for duty and ket him mugn me a1 the reguladons re-
quired, | told tum what 1 was there for and | suppose be @™
no rexon for arguing. So, down to Ells Ishnd 1 went, reported
o Major Hague, the hospits] commandant, who turned oot
to be 2 Penmsylvana classmmte of mine, and found ¢ two-room
apantoent for my famly and myself in the main hospiral It
W pretty bare and small, but it would have to do.

1 discovered that there were really three skinds, connected by
mrrow runways filked in with anden. Ishind Number One, the
largest and best equipped of the three, was in use a3 a Navy
trensfer sation, and also howsed what remained of the Immigrs-
tion Department. It wat the only one that had any green grest —
0 snchve ares of Lwn in front of the buildmgs overlooking
the dock where the govemment ferry landed people and wop-
plies. Island Number Two had s hospas) with the quarters for
adminmranon and sff 1sland Number Three was just bospiol.

Que of the first things | noticed was that a very nice s
shade tent was set up oa the spreading hawn of stand Nomber
One and every aftemoon when 1t was plexsant a group of five of
six well-dremed ladies and gemiemen came owr on the bwn,
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entertained themselves with various games and then had ten
The scenc was most ekgant and attractve, and when I mquired,
1leamned that these were German interms. One was Madame Vic
torm, the Kamer’s cowsm, snother was Madsme Nix of the
Imperial Germun Court, and the others were ther male
counterpars. They did not seem to be worrymg much end no-
body seemed to be bothenng them. Thers was not even 1
guard, a3 far o3 T could tell

My ordess were to get the casuhies in and out a3 fast a5
pomnible, According to Washington, twenty-four houry should be
enough time and that was the theory I went on. It ws some
thing to shoot st, anybow I went to Major Hague md told
him what I wanted in the way of 1 cherkes] foree; my estimate
being that I would need fifty firm-class stenographers.

Hagoe thook his hesd snd hughed. “Why Prul, there im't
any clerical force here at oIl [ haven't enough people to act o3
nnrses and orderlles m the hospital”

“Well," 1 sud, “how sm I going to do this job without
clerka?”

“1 don't know " he said, “that’s up to yoa.”

So I hied myself over to Hoboken and put it up to Colonel
Kennedy thet [ wanted fifty of the best male stenographers
In the part of New York. He hughed even Jouder thin Hague,
“There aren’t fifty fint-class seenographers in the port of New
Yoek, in or our of the Army!” be said.

I was gemnng fairly mad by now and 1 sid, “Coloael, i you
can't get them for me, can 1 go and get these clerks myself?™

“What do you know sbout Army Regulationms?® he sud.

*“Not « thing ™

He shrogged. “Jost do me o favor Magnuson”
“Whats thar?™

“Duon't get yourself coart-rmrtiated.”

I didnt mentlon it then, bot 1 had slresdy had n ea. 1
Lotw & man mmed Henry Simler who was m offical of the
Renungton Typewriter Company end 1 thooght, if anybody
knew where the good stenographers were, & typewriter com-
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pany cerainly shoold. The next day T wat in Simler’s offce In
New York, teling lum that there cught to be fifty sble young
men aroand New York who werent too enxious to get shot
up, who were gong to be drafred anyway end who wouldnt
mind bemny stanootd where they could see ther wives and
familles once 2 week ot so.

“You find theoy” 1 sald, “and I'Rl induct them Into the Anmy
wnd make sare they stav nght bere”

“Good Lord!” fie said, “bow do you expect ms to find
them?”

“1 thonght of y oo had brains enough to get to the poson you
have in the Remington Company yon could find ¢ way to do
that.” He just thook tus head. 1 said, “You have n house orgen,
havent yow Why not put & fitle ad in ft, or » pangoph
that will let these fellows, i they are smart, moke » deducnon
or two about hooking up with these jobs? Anybody that turma
up, you can send down to me st Elbs lland by neme”

Sdll bookung doubcfut, he said he would try it

Hirdly « week hiter 2 young fellow named Hugg sppesred
1t my office. He wis the son of 2 wholesale grocer in Exe,
Pemuvlnnn,mdt:wnnmnboy I pur him through the

rounne and ded him ss 2 fist
lcrgunx.onlhedtorytb:xhc‘-ugohammnmyomnh!
tion and | meght as well get him promoted now He never tud s
mumite s base tranung wnd 1 am sure be couldn t have done the
mmu3l of amw on a ber, but 1 wall steck the sheer vatoe of
Sergeant Huggs contribunon o the war effort up sgainst that
of # good many generaly He wos megmificent. We got sevent
more of the ame caliber the next week, one of them had been
weretary to the prendent of the gss company In Philadelphia
and enather secretary to & lugh offical of tre Boston Edsoa
Company fine fellows both of them. Throughoat ths procedure,
we had the whalehearted support of my frend Major Hague,
who made qure nothing went wrong wrth the induction snd
promation of these boys.

We were jost In dme for our fist convoy There were
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thirty-scven patfents. We Tad no notfication that they were
coming uotll the harbor boat deposmited them on our dock. Tt
took ws three andw half hours to admit thase thirry seven
people, just get them into the hospital. Then the problem was
bow to have themn exammed and thelr cases chumfied, wnte
therr Indivedual orders in my office, transmit the orders to the
Surgeon Genenal's office to see if the designaed hosprabs were
clear to recelve the patlents, get the orders bucl approved, sop-
ply escorts if necessary coffee moncy baggage transfers, tckets
for the patlents and tickens back for the escorte. It was quite
an undertaking and ir took car whole force many times twrenty
four hours to process thar finst group through.

‘We decided we needed proctice.

We got 2 room and some wide sheets of brown wrapping
paper which we tacked up around the walls, and then marked
with blick marking-pencil the vamom stages cach man, his
baggage and his arders had to go throogh We practiced and
practiced on 2 dmulsted convey wnd the roule wes that the
next batch of real casmlue to come in went through twiee =3
fast, ahthough there were three tumes as many men. Our team
rally gor clickmg urmdl we reached 2 pomt at which the only
place there was any hoklup was in getnng the approved ordess
back from Washmgton. They had to be sent through Major
Hague, and up through Colane Kennedy and I made up my
mind that it wes in Hoboken that they were bemg held op.

By now I had kamed thet 1 muost not go cutnde channels,
or at lerst not get canght ar it So now snd then 1 would
nm over to the Alanhatman headqmartens of my college fratemity
and telephone the Surgeon Genenl's office. These calls, which 1
pald for mysclf, alwavs got things moving agma 1 know
it was not to Colonel Kennedy’s hikiog beease pretty soon he
told Hague to find ont snd report whether 1 bad made any
alls to \WWashmgton. Of coune there were none on the hospital
phone list, and 1 had been carefol net to menton my an
hattm excurmons to Hagoe, 5o he reported to Hoboken that
‘htftludhc:nnmhmdthckind.mdumxnkdzhﬂ.wmh
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the result that me were gemng most of the men through and
oot of there on the way to thewr home towns and thalr famifis
in berween three and five days, which any good buresverse
will tell v ou » practeally « world's record.

Before 1 keft thar ssagnmeny, three other recerving hospitads
hndbc:u;ctupind\eporto{r\cw\udmonelndw

tut Bnlding on Alanh onc on Gun Hill Road in the
anx‘mdonemSmmldmd,deumedlhndrvm
whng between three snd sx weely to get padents in and oo
of each of them. | don't blime the people m charge of those
hospitals, they didnt have a Sergrant Hugg or the stven or
cight other sharp young men who erme to Ellls Islmd via
Simker's house organ ad, and who really deserve the credit for
gerting things organized and keeping them movmg

Mearmohile, | hod begun to camt covetoms eves on that lsh
spread of hwn where the German amttocrats were disporting
thermelves 10 gracefully It made me boil to see them, when
our wounded and wck men hed nothing but the cloders and
pllings aroand the hosptal buildings, [ went to Hague end s55d,
“Whv cant we have that mice big green liwn for our patents
1o sit armund on?”

“T've tned ta ge 1, bot the Immigrgon Deparmment won't
give it 1o ot he mud. “They sy we bave fshinds Number Two
and Three and, bluntly that's all we re gomg to have,”

“AWVell,” 1 sard, “in thae case, i's too bad”

[ got m touch with & fnend who was muquerading ot thar
tume ander the elizs of Captun Arthor Ssmueks, but who wi ¢
good deat better known 13 Art Sammuchy, the erack newspaperman
who had accompansed Teddv Roosevel on his campalgn tript in
1912 and who had made » reputrion a3 & writer for the Sararday
Ecemng Post Art came down to Elfis Islind end 1 called bis
ATENLOD to those clegant enemy abens balang in the sun and
faving tea while the boyt who had come back dmbled mt
forlorly on pulings,

“If we could ger somebody to write the up,” 1 said, “xt mught
cause quite 9 senmon, snd maybe wed get some setion on ke
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*T Inow the very man for the job,” Art sud. *He'll do a
story and keep both of us out of wonble”

A day ar two leter 1 got word from Art that & man named
Frank Ward O Malley would be waiting et the Battery that
wftrermoon for me to escort him to the Istand. Everybody who
read New York newspapers st that ime knew that Frank Ward
Q'Malley of The Sxn was the grest star reparter of Park Row the
inhentor of Ricinrd Harding Davss mande, @ Art had ob-
tulned the bt there was, O Malley brought 2 camers, one of the
balky things that nevspapers wsed n those days, snd we shot
the German tes-sippers from the boat, both e it docked at
Ells Ibeod and s b left sgam. Tt took ¢ Hrtle mancuvering to
keep the camem hidden; nether of us wnted to go to hall I
asked Mr O'Malley to hold the story oatil 1 had a chance to see
i 1 conld getr the grewy hlnd for owr men He agreed, I
thought « Etrle sorrowfully

“Major™ he mld, “this story will blow the Immigradon De-
prroment wide open Frankly that deparunent smells to high
heaven. I wish you luck, but I'd ke to run thil m my paper "

I went to Washmgton, supposedly on official bosncs, snd
pald ¢ call on the Comrmmioner of Inmmigration. Seeng 1 was in
uniform, he wes very gruff with me, m & way | would describe
o Prozdan, 1 told him what T wanted

He mld, “That pert of this knd belongs to Immigranon, and
il not golng t be weed by the Army or anybody ebse.”

“I see, Commbrmoner ® 1 stood up. “Commissioner 1 came in
bhere to do you 2 faver 1 happen to kmow that thn story has
gotten into the hands of & very widely resd pewspaper writer.
But through a friend of mine who knows hmn, 1 have asked Km
to bold the story becruse it certnnly wonkd rabe an awful stink,
especnlly if he heppened to have piormres. Yoo can bmegme
it breaking in the press all across the country ™

“I suggest you mind your own businest and go back w your
yob, whatever It " the Commissioner sud, pretty saffy end 1
wreat out, leaving bim to his thoughss.

They could not have been very happy thoughts, becaue when
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1 got 1n to Eltis Island the next mormng at eight o clock, Hague
called me mto hes office.

*“Paul,” he sud, “whe did you see In Washingron?™

“Oh,” 1 said, “Stanley Couleer and some of the others in the
Surgeon Genenal's Office.”

He Jooked ar me with 2 wry litde smile, “WWho clse?”

“Why nobody " [ said.

*“No, of course not,” he sud, and handed me o telegram which
xaid that the Immugratdon Department bad relessed 1stand Nom-
ber One and all us recrestional par to w from ten o chock
each mommg nmul nine o clock each mght.

Hague nid, “Al I can sy 1 Its & damn formy colncdence
that every nme you go to Wathingron something gets postuck
wround here”

But I was really sorry for Mr O’Afalley When I told Rm be
couldn ¢ pabhsh that yuicy story be was brokenhearted.

The Armostice brought no eamng up for us. The wounded and
the mck conunued for many weeks mote to pour mto New York
in convoy after convoy Duaring the summer we lad seen quire
# number of rehnvely mild cases of vo-called “Spanwh infloenzs.”
Now & the wenther turned cold, 1t suddenly became viruent.
Ths wis the ternble epademic known ever afterwards m the
flu. §t cavght s a1 Ells Tshind unawares, s 3t canghe everyooe
everywhere. \obodv could have forescen how rapidly it would
Sprud.bcwnwon}dwukmmvlcdnu.hthtbtmwmw
bethal dary inf Ac frs beight,
weh:dcofﬁmmcbdmhighnnd\zdndczpidumdpmﬂi‘
arvand the nlinds, aod talf our miff were fad law Ome of
the wart thmgs about the flu was that there was pothmg Wy
body could do except try 1o keep the patient alive and hope b
would survise both the diease hself and n3 afrermaths.

Then Alice came down with i, a really violent case. The
Cluef of Medical Sernce oa the Island, who was ¢ very sble
internise, took wonderful care of her Ve could not get #Y
nurses, so bode Pant and 1—he was seven yon old then—
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gave her ol the strenton we could. Formoaely my office was
in the mme buildmg ss our quarters, ensbling me to run m to see
her frequently 1 slept in the room with her to be there in case
she needed help in the night. Paul siept in the other room In
ane vy we wers lucky both of us were wround the hosprtal
with 1l the desperste cases Inclnding my wafes, snd we never
got ock.

As 5001 13 ft was posthle for her to travel, I sent her and Paul
beck to ber parents in St. Panl T thought « rest mighe do ber
tame good,

The Army wm noc through with me yet, cven though the
emergency In the port of New York wm aover 1 was given
orders to serve In & prw vetersns’ bospital on Corey Hill in
Brookfine, Mamachuscets, My chlef wa to be my fnend Dr.
Frederick Cotton, who wxt In my opluton the outstanding bone
and joint sargeon in New Enghind, if not m the eatire comnry
Mwehvhgﬂﬂ:hh)d,lumngcdwid:dxbudnmln
the Sargeon General s office In Washmgroa to have Ruth Phik
fipt, my surgicsl Instrument oorse at Weskey trensferred to
Bomton, slong with another first rate girl from Chicago.

Bot when | got there, I found that Corey Hill Hospinal had
not even been built, 1 had seme mee visin wth Cottoa, which
sccomplished nothing I the way of Ammy service for erther of
vt [ was able to tiop the orders on ooo of my mures from
Chicago, bat Ruth Phillips amved, and there we were with not-
fng ta do but ntle around Boston Common. 1 decided that if
the Army did pot have any more sense than to asign me o &
Dﬂmuhwpiul.mdlnmdm:mnei,thedmeh:d
mformnmmo\nafmlfumlmdedwgc:backu
work, resume my profeston, stop moving Paol from school to
lchoﬂLItuoknu’dnto\Vlanflou.wmttznighiankﬁd
Brackett s office, and told him what 1 had come for

Alﬂnnyh“hcwnchcdtrpmrywdl.weh:d;}w-yx
npmd:!:drm.bem‘ColundBnck:rt'md'Ah}othhgm‘
to cach other This tme he called me “Prol”

He s2id, “Paal, I can’t ket you oxt of the Army now when the
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kind of wotk you are best qualified to do is jost getting sared
We re juxt beginning to open up oa bone sad joint injunet™

“It will be 2 Jong tome before we open up in Boston,” 1 edd,
“and 1 dont jntend to st around twnddhng my chumbs whils
my wife is with her parente”

He remonstrated with me in his unfallingly bind way sad 1
fimalty sid, “I don't want to make mywlf unplearnt or put
you to any emberramment, but I am going to get out of ths
Army 1 honestly feel T have done my share. I have not dooe ¢
lck of surgery mnce I've been here. Ive alwayr had jobs I
didnt want and wasn ¢ firred to do, and ['ve done them to the
best of my ability Now [ have reached 2 seste of mind in which
T em not going to be eny good to yon or the Army or mybody
ehse. 1 m going to nake care of my funily snd my tonoen”

Then { sxt down on the corner of hs deke.

“May I sit bere, Colonel?™ 1 mid.

*Why cormanty ”

*“T've got to meke myself comfornble” 1 said, *becanse I'm
going to kit here vmil [ get my discharge, or untl you all
the guard and have me pot m the cahboose™

After a ke whils, Colone} Bracketr shook his head despalr
ingly and md, “Go over and wil AMisy Stevos o write your
dischurge and bring 1t over here, and Ul aggn 1.”

So 1 sent 1o Helen Scevems, Alices best friend, and we ook
hbotaced 1 wntmy the dicharge. Colonel Brackett signed 1r,
and 1 went back to Boston to wait for the formal separstion
orders to reach me.

After about 1en dayy delay 1 telephoned Wnungton two of
three tomes, and, thank heaven, Heken was still in the office o
find out where the ordens were and why they had nat come
through ro me. The day thev flally came through, 1 ws
oa the rum westward to St. Prul, where my wife snd son wete
My war was over



Chapter Twelve

In xvixy rroresox there b a period m which a man 1
learning his trade; m medicme, ths commnnes long after be hey
fintthed ha fommal schooling Daring this tme, if be hay confi-
dence in himself, the doctor spends any moncy he makes on
things that will mcresse his knowledge snd mprove hs chance
of succesr hiter on, = be b always broke, Durmg the next
phise, when be is m the full flood of his profestonsl competence,
wmy his lnowledge and experence to tw Emit, he my begin,
with lock, to exrn more money than he can spend on his con-
timmng cdueation, At thurty five 1 thought 1 wes shout ready
for this phase, and with my osal bek of crution 1 had slready
burned two fmportant brdges of financial securty behind me.
Whike stifl m the Army [ had written to the presidents of boch
the Stock Yard Company end the Juncrfon Railway advising
them thee T did not mtend to reopen my Hakred Screet office,

1 knew thar 1f 1 went back to the stockyards now [ would
Dever get awyy a5 loang 13 I lived 1 would ahways be the sock
yurds doctor the fellow who fixed up the fractured knees, the
Inpured spmes and the hcenated bands of the railroad end pack
ing campany employces.

My andiety to get started bept me from staving Jong in St
Prul. | bad lupch wnth Father st bla club dowrtown; I stood In
the sunshine outside our bouse with Mother and Panl — wearing
my uniform, nllcpcdhontmdlﬂ.fnrthe!.mdnu-——whik
& nelghbor took & smapshot of the three generenons. Either that
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tme, or on & vait ¢ linle hrer 1 doa't remember which, [
tearned that no matter how nmech & man thunks be has secom-
plshed, be alwavs says a Bule boy In his mother’s cyet
Thas was really fomny

My motber comphmed one day thar she had been having
trouble wath ¢ punfol lower back, which she called humbago.
1 thoaghs that with &l my knowledge of the homan back snd
what aan =il it, I conld probably do her some good.

“Mother * 1 sud, “why dont you go upsains, uke off your
corsets and pot on samethmg Joose? I come vp and exarmne
you

She held up her hands.

*No, you dont!™ she sud. “No, you dont go trying your
experiments on me!™

That was s favorite story in all our family for many yesss
I sill can’t resist a chuckle when I think of it As for her tack,
it got well anyway

Alice did noc go back with me m Clucago It ws plam o see
that she had not yet regained her sength, 1 thoaght maybe ¢
bit mare rest would help her

1 amved m Chicago with the following sssers: my job ©8
chuef srgeon of the Alton Railrosd, which brought In two
hundred doflans & month, my position wath the Industrhal Com-
musizon, which ws also good for two hundred dollars « month
sbaut two thotsand dothins in the bank, mv fatle Ford with the
red wire wheelt which had been shipped from New York, na
pracuee at dll, and a ont-room office fn a sukte wt 30 North
Michigan Avenue,

At lexst 1 thougte § had an office. T had been paying rent oo
ft the whole ume 1 had been m the Anmy just o be sure 2t
v aill there on my remuen. But when 1 went sround to 30
North Michigan Aveoue, 1 found that the doctor who had
clurge of the euzte had rented my room to one of his col
lagues, chuming that my lease was up and | had not rencwred
1t 1 saw tlus other fellow 3 desk and tools in my office, and they
told me be had 9 lease 50 there was nothmg 1 could do sbour it.
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It was all perfectly legul, and in my opimon, damned topro-
esonal,

fe

Tree, | gor my officc mtustion strwghtened omt pretty
promptly by making so much noise that the building mamge
ment had no cholce except to grve me snother room on the same
floor but It was sill unsettlod when 1 walked over to the Alon
Railroad thet firer afterncon, snd aw o stack of bills ten mches
high o0 my deste. They were all from docrors along the Altoas
nglet of way for services rendered since 1 had gone mto the
Amy and they were all unpaid [ took them in my hand and
wrent to see the chief claims sgenr, Archer the one who had been
$0 put out when I was hired In the fint phee.

“What's the murter with these bills, why baven't they been
paidi™ § mid,

“They are too high,” he sid.

1 was determmed not to ger mad. “Lasten, Archer,” 1 sid,
"T'm the chief surgeon bere, and it my job to sy whether
they ro too high for the services rendered or not.”

I ook them back w my office, and starred on the proces of
cheching them out. In the meantime [ had seme for Alce and
Paul, and we had found an aparument on the second floor of »
nice bulldmg It hed six rooms, mclodmg & maid's reom. We
put Panl, now 2 rambunctious elght vear-old, in 1 school nearby
o thougfit we were not too badly off.

Most of thoee talls on the Akon mmed out to be perfectly
fut chacges, 5o [ inithaled them and senr them back to the
chums department far vouchenng thinkang that ended the matrer
Dunng the next month, 1 got & flood of etters from doctors down
shmyg the fiae esking why their bills had ot been pad. | went in
to sce Archer agam.

“What sbout these bilk?” I sud.

“I'm not going to voucher them. They are too high™

1 nid, “They are gotng to be paid if 1 ray ,0.”

Archer got very red in the face *T'm not going to pay
them ™

“Well,” 1 said, “] think we'll probably sex sbout that”
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The next moming there wat o message from the presidencs
secreany ther Me B wented to see me Immediately 1 kmew by
her volce that this was no couresy call, and my populerity
with Mr B wast nooe too high qust then because, & few days
carlier 1hed found & bupzer on the wall over my desk, snd when
1 asked what it was for, had been told ft was comnected with the
president s office, s0 he conld send for me., T had called the sec
remry and tofd her to tefl Mr B that [ tud josr that minute
taken the burzer off the wall, and if he wanted to se me, e
could calt me on the telephone and 1 would be ghd to coms,
bot T didn t enswer & buzzer for snybody

I formd Archer stdng in froor of Alr B's desk. There w28
a fintle sparrmg and then I mid, “Mr B T've Jooked over these
bills, They are ressomable, and they’ve got to be paid.”

He said, “Mr Archer rays he can get them cut down”

My reply was that I did not care what Mr Archer nid, tut
he wus not the chief surgeon and did not know whae kind of
services had been rendered or what was o fair charge for them.
B med to be coacihatary

“Doctor of we can save momey ™ be sald, “we vo got ta fave
=

“Mr B” 1 sud, “1 xm not going to wsk these docton to pay
the mterest oa the mooey to AMr Hanman's widow for the sixty
million he made out of this railrosd.”

And he saxd, “Doctor that's rough tall.”

saud, “Its intended to be roogh talk, and 1 mean ft Now
Mr B, those talls are gomng to be paid or Tl rell you what Tam
going to do. 1 sm gomg to st down and wnite to every doctor
on this ralroed. They are oll men of fmporunce in ther own
localmes 1f thev werent you woaldn t be wrinng to me all the
tme when the legulatore i 1 sesmon, to get the doctors to -
tervene with their tromakens to allow aver & hundred cannon s
train, and to veto the laws that you thunk are detnmental to the
aperacton of your raitrozd. And I m going to tell them thae, in my
oplnion, thn fellow Archer i & puillanmows petifogger who
does’t know w hat medical services are worth, and I've okayed
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their bills and they d berrer e the rallroad for them, and T
coae down and testify that they are fur and reasomable”

He sud, “Doctor you wodldn t dare do that.”

1 sid, “Mr B, thats exscdy what I sm going o do mless
these bills are pald”

“Well"” he said, “you know that means that you rc out”

“I knew that when I came In here,” 1 s1ld, looking st Archer
“I doa't like to w ork for this two-faced s0-and-o enyhaw *
Two or three afternoons later, when I went to Grnt Park
parkmg lot to prck up my pretry lide red-wheeled Ford, 1t was
Dot there, The police polrtely agreed that it had been solen.
I bad myored i while ot Fllis Islend, bur, my papers baving
been lost in transtr from New Yark, I did ot have the policy
I conldnt even remember the name of che man who had sold
me the policy or what his company was called. [ only kncw be
lived in Brooklyn and had a fine New York Dutch rame.

In a desperate bhek mood, 1 walked to the Chicago Athletic
Club, of which [ had been & member before the war telephoned
Afice that I didn't know when 1 wonld be bome, and wem to
work on the New York Gty chmfied relephone directory Ja
the lsting of insurance men, 1 found the mame Ten Eyck, snd
b seemed right to me, 15 did the Brooklvn sddres given m the
book. 1 senc him & wire, on the theory that there was no harm fn
trymg.

The nexr moming = tehgram was waiting for me at my
offics *Never mind your poficy You src fnsured in the Fire
mens Fund Muotmal Someone will call within a few days to
2y yoar clatm.”

It was not within a few days it was that sfternoon And
before snother ten days had pased, & man came m and Lid on
my dek x check for the full amount I had paid for ther Ford
when it was new  That wis real service, 1 thought —and eill
think, Firemen s Fumd Afutual and AMlr Ten Ecyk got o perm
oot frend that day- and if that ks free advernmng | hope they
@n make the mow of fc.

1 had been geting meadily mudder sbout my drsmims) from



I78 RING THE WIGHT BELL

the Akon Railraad, end that long night when T did not even
Jmow whether 1 would have » penny to show for my solen
car brought the thing {nto sharper focus. It happensd that the
country’s mailroads were still under government control, snd
Mr Hal Holden, preddent of the Burhngton Lines, whom 1
had met 2 few tumes, was director of railroads for the whole
Midwest and Northwest. 1 went to sec him, and told him the
situatron T had found st the Alton on my retamn from volunteer
war wervice. [ luded “I3 the gov going to et
people to that sort of shabhy trick when they get out of wi-
form?*

He said, “Doctor will you give me a day or two to look into
thn? It sounds mteresting

1 dont know what be did, but 1 got a Jetrer from the Ahon,
stgned by Mr B informing me that I had been reinstated for
mlnd.:ﬁmtcpcrmd.[wmtebtcklnmdhtdy‘ *What are my
dutres, now that { have been pot back on the payroll?”

The reply was that | would bave po dutlex. [ declded, if they
wanted it that way 1 would oblige ther, whach 1 did for about
sx months, st which point I thought 1 hed collected enough
money without earning 1t, and tormed m my resignation, In-
adentally who do you mippose came to me & number of tmes
after that s« private patient? None other than Mr B the
pmdtn(nhhcAlconRxﬂmd.Axcrmnaoffact,hebtmm
pretty annoying, becawe he was o remfically intraspective in
dividusl and qure & hypochondrme,

At the me of my return to Chicago, 1 bed no povate pa-
muunmcm;-bmfurmwywm::fwm
I o1y general direcuon, [ dended to Hvest some of my remain-
ing cash m sending out reprints of & number of arucles and cast
reports § hud wnitten before the war They were malled to ol
the doctons 1 knew and all thote who might know of me, in
ifGror, Indum, Wisconsin, snd part of Jown, with u littk cov
ermng lexter aying 1 was back from the Army and I they had
any bungess they didn’t wane, [ would be glad to take care of
it for thern, or words to that effect.
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The first resalt was o defightful letter from s lady in Jackvoo-
ville, lilinon, down in the middle part of the state, Her silment
may not have been romantc, but what she wrote was romance
encugh for me.

Dezr Doctor

I have been waiting teen months for to come bach
fmmd:umymdop:‘rga:onmybmmm.yloganhurddm
there are often bad resulty in thess operations, but § have

scen two of your former patients who can walk better than 1

ever mw them walk before. I wonld not let anyone ehe oper

ate on m<. When can 1 come 1o see you?

My impulse wes to grab & taln to Jaclsonville and go ger
her before she changed her mund, but 1 thought she would be
more impremed if I geve her an appointment for 2 week ot so
bewce, whuch T did, She showed up and I performed the opers-
ton, which turned out a3 well a3 she had cxpected and 2 good
deal better than [ would have dared promuse her After ber
Patenis began to come in at quite a musfectory rate, apecully
from towns along the Alron’s roure. Some of them at hrst were
employecs who had beard of my differences with the raflroads
mamgement and thonght I woald try to get them hugh com-
peomtion st & means of taking my revenge. When they found oat
that was not the way It was going to be, 1 s00n got rd of that
kind of bosiness, and that didn¢ hurt my stmdmg afong the
line, either A doctor who gen a reputation for beng bmed
In his medical opinloms, even when 1t is in favor of his patient
against & big corporauon, loses out in the long run, becanse most
people Immmetively know that a crook cmnot be trusted for
an

By this time, thngs were golng prerty well Even my problem
of getting my dictanon taken st the Industrial Commumion bad
been solved. The gl they had fin given me after my retum
“tl!hopcksnmyltndh:dbcfnmlrﬂl-dmnthmcdal
dicration s hard to ger at best, and the fact that ths had o be
done through & drawn curtain probably didnt help her any;
but the cutcome was that 1 not oaly didnt know who the pa-
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thent Wi or who he worked for but from what the had wrteen
down | couldn t for the Life of me tell what 1 had said showt his
phyxical condmon. After about & month of this 1 ws so frrtared
that | went and told the Commissioners they conld have their
job unless they conld give me 2 gurl who coald take my reports,
‘The Commbmon s Secretary o young fellow narned Tim Murphy
who had befriended mve 1 many ways, came to the rescue, and
have blessed him ever mnce for saylng “Doctor we have o fine
intelligent young womn here who 1 leaving becamse she am
ke more money cusside of gl service. 1 think if yoa pdd
ber fifn doltany s month extra, you conld ger her to come o
work for vou”

I said, “Lets have o look st ber ™

Murphy  brought 1n an sttractive young womn of shoot
twenty with & good direct look in ber eyes and « fine beight
smile, and inmroduced ber 1t Mis Winten, Ten minures con-
vermtion with her and 1 gladly agreed to pay her the extrt
fifty & month out of my own pocket. That was the best vest
ment | ever made,

The next moming when I canre mto the exammmg room, Mis
Winters was dimng there wath her pose in a2 book. It wes 2
medical dictionary  She had bought it with ber own money [
suarted dictsting to her She never ssked me a question, she got
every word [ ever said exactiy »s [ sud ft she never mispelied
» medical term. When 1 was throogh with & report, she edited
1t, punctuated 1t and rearranged it 30 that it was more intelligbk
than 1 had been able to make it myself in the course of the
cammaton,

And 1 came termbly lose 16 Josing ber throagh my frntabll
ity 1t frighrens me now to think of it.

One day soon after Lola Winters came to work for me, 1
feft mv car m & garage to be repaited. At the end of the diy
nbomﬁnoclochluntdupwh,nmgnpmdxwonthe
mmmdﬁoor;olmuk]p;d(knpmddmmhk,lwn
told thar the place was closed for the night. The only penon
there was the man who enswered the phone, and he was just the
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wrrchoan 10d couldn t move the car 1 will sdmit thar by the
time I got throngh mlking to that watchman, the wires wers
practically bumed off the telephone. T had to nke 2 cab and I
remember the strange, shocked way Abs Winters followed me
with her eyes when I wrent out of there,

Long afterwards, her mother told me that when that gid
went home thet might, she wat almost m tears. *] certsinly cant
work for that mm,” the sud “He usey the worst kingosge 1
have ever beard.”

It was ber mother who srved the day She told her daughrer
that when she had been around a few mare years she would
become wed to words like those, sod would reslze that they
dida't really matter. This soothed Mis ‘Winters enough so she
w3 at work the nexr day

‘When, after seversl mouths, 1 resigned from the Industrial
Commntion, the came with me to my own officc. That was
nearly forty years ago, and Lola Winters 15 sull there looking
after oy interesty, hokhing my foll power of stromey She has
never Jet me down, thways worked o kang and a5 late 3 peoes-
wry to get the job st hand finkshed, always stood by me when 1
needed her which was ofttn — g grest a wornan s [ fave ever
Inown and the most devoted friend. Not many men are lecky
enough to have ¢ Lola Winters in thelr fives. It is an cxpenence
whch those who have not had can never fully apprecute. Bat
those who do have it Imow it, and ere thenkful for r then and
ever afterwards.

1 owed the Industritl Commision snother vote of thmnke
From the beginning, 1 had insisted that even though 1 did the
bulk of the examinstioas, they ought to have some of them
done by other doctors. One of the men 1 brought m for this
parpose was a3 Dr Willam A. Hendncla, Afrer warching him
work a while, 1 decxded that there wes 2 man who was 8 sargeon
i every cubic inch of b short rather chunky body Bl
Hendrcks resdgned from the Indusml Commmision when 1
&4, and came with me 83 my partner In the office #t 30 North
Michigan. That was sofid good forrmne for me.
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Ont way ond another | wa begmning to muke o Fule
maney not rooch, but enough so that we were not contmully
worned abort it One day s 1 was walking down Michigm
Avenue two blocla from Weskey Hosprad | maw In « window
between 1gth and 26ch Streen the most beautful thing oa four
wheels T had ever teen. It was o Locomobile ~ s tporty model,
with a Jong hood, 2 shor-coupled body snd bucket sz m
front, it was punted o delictous green, with ¢ tan cloth rop, and
the radharor the radistor cap the hub csps, the brg hesdhghs
 thesr sdrrup-shaped brackets and the handles on the doont
were all of braw. | srood 1nd looked 1t i, fascinated, and re
membermg how much plessure my father got out of & good
car thought what a wonderful thing it would be to ke that
dream of & car to hnn e & surpnse present, This would be ¢ real
way of thanking him for many thungs, especally sioce he had
sffered some prevtv sericos financul Jowsser in the panic of
1920,

1 went in snd asked what the pnee was They sald & wes
scvent thowsand doftars. Thit was #n amount of money 1 dud not
have Bat 1t tumed out that the car belonged to a recendy de
cexsed man of wealkth, whose estare had sent it down to be dis-
pored of Here I was with jost 50 mouch 1 could offer 3o they
could not rane the pnce on me; and bere they were with 8
car to get nd of and in the marural course of events the day
came when I got that car for far less than scven thousand, sad
drove 1t up to St Paul, Alice, who was in oae of her stronger
penods, made the mp with me. 1 had not told Father we were
coming We stopped downtown snd had the car thoroughly
washed and polshed, and | most say = was # spectacular Jook
g vehicle when we rofled up to the house fn Mernam Pack.

We got out and walked to the fromt door Father and Mother
© ahways, were debighted to see uw, and after the famfly greet
ings, Laud 1o Father “Go ont and see what's in front

He went and stood on the porch znd Jooked at it, and sald,
“Oh, 150 t that & bequty*™

“Pop,” 1 11, “wonld vau Like to have 2"
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“Yex,” be said, “I would if 1 conld, but snywsy I'm glad yoa
could afford one.”

“Well” T smid, “T jmt sbout could afford it. Itk ell yours. I
brought 1t up for you.”

And my father never 2 man to show emodon, winked 1
little at that, and presently went out and got behind the wheel.
I doat think [ have ever scen 8 more plessed expression on
mybody’s face, Lord knows be was entitded to it

1 got a grear desl of satisfacnon ovat of that moment, and
out of something my father told me years haer When one of his
wealther friends at the Minncapolis Chub wus adminng the
Locamobile, be mid, “AMy son gave me that & € present.”

The other mn, who had two 3om, nelther of whom wes very
satisfsctory to him, sadd, “Chardle, it nnt jmt a question of
whether he could give it to you or not irs ¢ quadonofhu
wantiug to give 1t to yor Thar's what mesns

Father drove that car unal the fine year of Warld War IL
And I mean be drove it. On one occasion durmg the 308, when
be was sbout eighty years old, he and Mother st out for San
Francisco in 1t, to vait my sster Ruth. They had o chanffenr
one of mother’s protégés whom she had converted to
religion In her church — be hed been somewhat ks than saindly
beforetund. After vimting m San Franchco for several weeks,
they decrded o call on my sister Louise, who Fred m St
Augustine, Florlda; so they drove char scros the continent. On
their way home, they stopped off to sec me and my wife I
noticed thir my mother when she got out of the car did oot
seem amy the worse for wear and I mid, “Mother don't you ever
gt tired of all this nding?

“Why no,” she s2id. *I just st and enjoy the scenery Papa
does all the work.”

“What docs the chanffenr do?” Lwud

“Ch," she mid, “he s in beck. Papa won' lec him dave.
Papa Hles to dnuve ths car hamself "

He did. He drove 1t for twenty yesrs. It came to be & lind
mark around the Twmn Giticr. He never gave it op umil 194z,
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when Afark and T for hn own protechon, persuaded him w
donate it ® the gov because 1t d w0 nmch
bromze and other materials needed for the war effort. He never
wuched an automobile after that, and 1 get & lomp in my
throat every tme [ recall the scene of that car being dniven oat
of our dnvewsy and my father manding and warching it go.
That was certunly 2 succenfol gt

In fect, success seemed to be afl eround me. T fnd my own
surgical servace st Wk ronning from twenty to forty pa-
tents ! had resumed my teaching at Northwewtern, and the
faculty had been lnd encugh to promote me, withoot sy
request on my part, o the renk of emstant professor of wurgery
Professors at the medical school et Northwestern worked with-
out pay bt the disinetion of reaching there 1 well o the
expenence of helpmg to bring aleng & new generation of doc-
tors made 1t well worth the trouble,

I rook up wnung papers agam and reading them before dif
ferent gathenngs. Along with reaching tho n the way # doc
tor gives the profesdon the benefit of his expenence and at the
same me bulds b reputsoon. Having a lowd, clear volce, und
mavbe somerhing to say { ereated o presty fur demand for my
KTVICES 35 2 speaker

E had long snce jomed & number of medical professionsl
groups, among them the Chuesgo Surgical Society the Westem
Surgical Socsety and of course the Chicago Medscal Society of
the Amertean edical Anocudon, it wall probably seem srange,
m view of the fact thar so much of my work was in disesses
and imunes of the bones and jomts, that the Amercsn Of
thopedic Assocmnon was one group | didnt join. The besic
reon was my bwht-n objecuon to bureucrutic rukes and
regulicons. Amencan Orthopedic had & sule that & man belng
ndrmncdmnrmbcn!uphudmmbmklthsunlnlm‘ﬂl
meetng This | flatly declmed to do. | reminded them that 1
had re2d papers before than by mwizanon on seversl occadons;
and I thought they had hstened o them, not because they Joved
me but because they wanted 1o find out what § was doing m the
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way of progressive bone and jownt surgery They could sccept
one of thee as my Inftistion thesn.

They refused to alter their rule. I cerunly had no meentlon
of changing my mind, Thats the way it stayed for dghteen
yeary, until they finally revmed the by laws md let me 1n with-
out o thesis. On the night of my mduchon, 1 bowed decply
to the premdent and the bosrd of governow, some of whom
bad been my smdents, and sid, “Thank you for elecung me
to this soclety I've been trymg to get in for cighreen years™
George Bermett, profemor of ortbopedic mrgery ar Johms
Hopking, shouted from the back of the hall, “You damn stub-
born Swede, youd have mde it eighteen yeen sgo if you
fadn't been 50 damn etubborn, end & Swedel”

Of course [ didn't know it would tum out thet way beck
there rght after the fint world war 1 only knew I wam't
going to write m imetion thers just to comply with what
I conidered a smupid regulanon.

Ont sfternoon when 1 came bome from work and was getting
oar of my car in front of our apartment buflding one of cur
neghbors came op to me.

*Doctor " he said, “do yon mmd if I sk you s rather personal
queston?™

“No,” 1 sald, “go ahead.”

*Well, s this, Doctor” he mid. “Some of ts around here
have been wondenng what's the matter with your wife. 1 bope
you don't mind my Inguinng ”

“Not st all” 1 sud. *She had 2 very bed e of the flu
durmng the war There were complicstions. She’s much betrer
niow bt for a while ber heart was affected.”

“Her heart,” smid the neighbor “yey, I thought ft mmost be
her heart, when 1 found her seversl days ego sittmg on the
curb halfwsy between the strecteat sop and here, trying w0
catch her bresth,”

1 will never forget the shock of thote words; 1 can sill fecl
the hallow sersanon 1n the pit of my stomach 1 orumbled
some kind of thanks, and bolted for the stainy to cur aparoment,
a
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which was on the second floor In three minates [ was arranging
for the best cardiac specmhst in Chicago to come and we
Aflice. Then we learned the truth, which was that hee heart
wnt drmaged beyond apy repair known to medicine in those
days. The fmmi mjury fad occurred when the had had thowe
atacla of “strep” throat back in our high school dayx. The flu
bad cnnally aggravared ir. From now on she wonld always
be an invalid. She would always be close to the edge of deth,
She would never clmb another flight of smirt, As long & we
tad that apartment, she never left it unless T was there o ary
ber up to the second floor

Every time 1 thought of that poor kid smuting on the carb
struggling to breathe ft torned e over mwde. She hada't okd
me about that, or sbout the other times, of which there mst
hare been 50 many In the evenings when | came home and
uked how things had gone, she had atways asured me that
everything was fine. True, she was not strong; she wanted 1o
g0 to bed right after supper but the real troth abomt how
desperately sick she was had pever come through to me. |
suppose 1 wam'e looking for it. She was my Afice, not & patfent.

And although | should have paid cnough attention to guen
what was happening muybe she was nght in her way Thit
wat thirty years before the development of open surgery oa
dimaged tuman hearts. Nobody conld have done anythng for
ber — excepe maybe arrange matters o she didnt have o R
on curbstones.



Chapter Thirteen

Tnmmrnmon—normnmnmlndmhlcun,
men injured st thelr employment, Those were the davs when
companies were raally begmning to understand thet ther qwn
interesty and those of an injured employes were the same;
that the sooner & man could be returoed to it job, the em
tha company bed to shell cut In compenmnon end medical
pryments, They were becommg reconedled to the faer that
good medlcal care, although it mey seem expensive at fine,
mndnnpny;furim]flndnbngm
One of the most | relationships [ had
lxthhdmecnmmofthem]‘mnonofdﬂsmby-
gentleman mmed Dennls McGehee, who was an offical of the
O'Gara Coal Company ot Hardsbarg, down 1n Saline Cotmty
near the routhern np of llinots. The company 3 compensation
bills for disbled men were running so high thev coukdn't
toake any moncy muning coal They were taking 2 real beanng
every month st the hands of the oruon’s artomeys when these
caacs were heard before the Industrnl Commesslon,

1 went down to Herrbburg and found « foghtful condinon,
There wes not a hospral worthy of the name, or s graduste
of 2 Clms A medica! school, In the whole county The neglect
of the infured wa unbellevable, The worst cases of all were
the men with fractured spinex. They were wmply put to bed
st home whh nobody to nune them except their famibes,
who had no ides bow to do . I found those men with bed
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nbfgnymuhtondmb:chmdbumchm
wmmtbmlncb,lmmmrxmmo!tbdrmﬁu,hra
and hips, end In many cases permanent pardyss the coukd
hwbmnvddcdifthcyhdhadprmnpcmdeﬁ'm
rreatment right sfter the accldent. The smell of most of them
would drave 1 person off the block,

1 wid the company officers the dircomstences under wiich
Iwouldu—ymhe)pmlnidlwvnldgndqwnmdxmﬁn
twicc ¢ month for two days at & tme and exambne all their
fﬁyumlfllomdmyt}mcou}dn:bcﬂmedpmpdyh
Hmnglwum}nw{uuxmhomy st my own diseredon,
mukeﬁscmmmmgumdumdmltwmﬂml
Andwhcnlrcpontdtot)nmpmyou:uu.lwam
mwyd-urbmmpyofdxmpottmdwunimtkvym
Idmtﬁnukmvdocmrhxdmbcfcmghmduumym
bike thase, but they sgreed to them.

Thcu;zslmwudmduinynmdnmmndedmdim
frestment they got, and so did the tnion stromevs. The atdrde
which had been one of resentment sgainst the company tumed
mmofcwpcnmAfm:nyworw,ﬂmmmY‘nd
the muners union were both nung me 1 thelr doctor on the
WImess stand m most cases. Everybody knew thar althongh 1
ws bemg pud by the company my tesimony wonkd be o8
nccuummdfurumymfonmdanctm}duuktin

Fortnumhcrofyanlmtmdzpﬂuymm
in Hermburg Oncelhzdthcwnmoond}oomdumdm
hbcaxmunthumymbketpgnmce_!moklhemhh
Ch'ceﬂtfnxadockm:}tnmlng They had an old Pullows
xlorpctluilofplmhmdnnhogmymdmmmwkhmbm
W"G“*mkncwmnhowwmhhupmcngmmmfamhh
N'Mhmnwdupdmuppubcnhmm) lower »0 1
would Rave pleony of wr 1 uned to bt there and fook out the
open window 2t the mooalit odseape gofng by and it gere
mc-frthnyufgrurcmn!onmdmb{ﬂty 1 dont know why
bmlb:w-!nv:lovcdmndcmgn}gbttmnmdlookm
atnmnhxcwnn-yudc,
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some pleannt memathes of that trlp Some funny
ppened. One time I was sitting In the club ar when
frends got on the train to go to Danvilke oo 2
The car was crowded. They lnd no phce to
ly any place to put their baggege. Ope of them was
the other o claims sgent for the srel company The
sood In the mddle of the car and mid o the
doctor “Joe, how & your little gird with the mmalipox?™

Joc answered, “Well I think she Is better but she bt beginning
to have thote crusts all over her and 1 understand that that

Ih

1§
gd

of

Feil
ﬁggﬁﬁs

the sisde ar them where they st with mmg smiles oa their
faces and mid, *Y on lonsy crooks!”
Joe replied, “You gota get 2 sest some way ™

and onc of the best conntry hotels I have ever scen, with the
best food. The Ind Commsion wis very coop

and wsed to scheduole s trials for the days when | was there
That wes wmlly the second day of my visit, snd after 1 had
beea going there « year or %0 and people got to know me, the
stromey for the mineny’ umoa and hs brother the chim
sgere for the O Gara people and two or three other congenial

world, Mix nt with 2 litlke Cocs-Cola and you had a grear
drink,

Harmburg was a resl country town. There was just one
strerch of pavement slong one side of Main Sercet, and

k mined everything was mod. The mines cme cear ioto
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town, snd In every direction you saw the tmbery of the moe
hotsts. This was soft coal, and it was durty and ritky worksg
dawnlnthas:vmiulshdunndl:tcnlbunmdctpwdu
the earth with no hght except the acctykene mmer's lmp oa
the front of the eap. It was too risky for me. 1 couldnt fare
dmck,lhnvcnlm)’:ht\:ddtcphulu.dulmdchnmu
those mines were. § never went down m onc when [ could belp
1, and the only reason 1 ever had to was to give the men
firstad Instrucnon, down in the mtmme, under the condstrons
lnwiuchdmywonldncrmﬂylnwmworkinﬁxlnaupm
injured man.

I\mnlwuyxluppymth:tmumymwn.mkfdﬂf
educinon there mught pot have been very high, but thesc
pcopka.mcfmmgooduock.Thdrmmmh:dpbmd
on the tmp down the Ohlo Ruver snd spread ot In southern
Minoss and northern hearmcky They Lked me and 1 fed
dm.Ercumd}cu{zh,dm‘umrmy“miﬂmﬂ
unplesmanmess. 1 often woader why 1 didnt go to v counth
town imread of the aitv 1 like country prople.

Industrial work 11 & very tncky thing for a doctor not jox
becamse of the medical side of ft, but because there's an evfal
ot of money at stake, and where there » moncy yv“'ﬂﬁﬂd
Irwyen. Where there are hwyers, you'll always find some who
uclu;xhanstmpu)mxs.:ud\rhouymuk:tdﬂﬂm“f

When o tan clums compenation on the grounds that e
h dmsibled, the only way to find eut whether he raalhy »
duabled, and whetber b drmability was actually caused by tie
acodent on which fus clamn is based, &5 to send him to 2
doctor for examimbon. My reputauon for impartalicy broughe
me 2 grest many of these exammtions, some sent by coor
panies aluch wanted to know whether the clalms were vabd
othens by lawyers who hoped ro me my repom s evidence
n Liwsurts agamst the companses.

The usual charge for an examinanion and report of this kad
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was ten dallan T was getting so many of them that 1 thought
1d berrer slow thingx down a Ilntk, and mised my fee to
twenty-five. Sarposingly most people seemed to pay it cheer
fally

One lxwyer who slways paid my charge without complaing
w35 & man with « followmg emong kborers and people in the
lower brecken of mdustral employment. I was sware that he
tod » reputadon for cooking up all the evidence he could to
make hit cHenty’ injuries look s good deal hgger than they
were. It way 2 Fule surposing to me thar, aldioogh in four
out of fire casex be sent me 1 reparted that the patient'y claims
were beyond all resson, he kepe on sendoyg thon to e, and
afwsys mid his bills on the dot. At length [ mw him oa the
street one day and ssked tim why be did thes.

“Why Doctor,” he mid “I can afford to pay you for five
emxmmetiom to get one good repart on which I can get & good
beg serdement withour & chl ™

“And what do you do with o1y pegarlve repores?” T sad.

“Why 1 jotr dont show thme,” he sald, with the greatest
alr of frankness, “Why should 13

*TU tell you why ™ 1 sddd, "becanse if you keep that up 11
get a reputation of findmg in your favor m every ome | examine
for you. Don’t send me any more.”

T started to walk away he followed begging and pleadmg;
ths wa his way of serding cases, what did | care what hie
did with my reports #3 long a1 1 was paid for them? And so
forth and 10 forth

“All right,” [ said, “if you'Tl tell me the name of the opposing
liwyer in every onc of thess cases and Jet me send him s
copy of my report, Il examine for you.”

“Oh, o, I can't do tnr,” he sasd, “because then I'd never be
able t0 settle most of them st all™

“Then get out of my sight,” 1 s3id, “and dont come bael”

That was the end of im & far & 1 was concerned, but
there was amother brwyer who took even worse advantge of
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me. One diy 2 friend of mine who was chief counsel for
Weremn Electric Company called me up and sked If 1 had
cxammed « ctraain case for thes iwyer [aadd [ had,

“Dud yoo know that that man was Injured i the s.ame way
fmyunlgn.mdw:wtdcdwhhlmforfnrtyﬁmhmdrd
doltars?”

“T knew that” I said, *"and whats more, Dr Holls Porter
mnkﬂmonglnal}(nyt.mdlhdhimdodm‘i-ﬂy’l!ﬂ!
nme too They are exacdy the mme, My report suted that
there 13 5o evidence of pew Injury and thae this mans diabl-
ities are not the resalt of the alleged sccident he & now chaim
g oa. [T get it and read it to you”

Imdh,mdhcnld,“'ﬂmhn‘twhnymrrtponmm
own letterhead sayx, Paol®

So then be read me the report the company had recelved
from this lawyer It was toully different in style end comtent
from what | had written about the case,

“That s my Ietterhead?” | sald,

“Yes, Prul”

“But t bm ¢ signed by me.”

"No.Ymunmncudgncdbyrvpmﬂter"

kmmedomdutthhhwyahdmrmho‘wmw“
same of my letterheads, or had them dupieated, and hzd typed
out on one of them the four-year-old report of the doctor wha
l:udmmﬂymﬂmmdd\ep:lﬁmL

[ mmedutely wrote o lester to everv company whose men
[ tad eamined for ths rwver miking them not to accept sy
Tepott ot my snorery unless §t checked word for word with
d\etop\ofmyrrpunlnmyoﬁiec.md\hfchimumomy
for the Northwescern Railroad called me up the next day

“Doctor ™ he sald, “T am just delighted to get this leteer of
youss ths mommg I knew vour father i Amneapols and
conuder tum one of the finest men 1 have ever known, snd 1
thought ts son had come down bere 1o Chicago and fallen
nmunglhicvcs."ﬂmhcmdmemonpomheh:dm"d
from this ame lawyer on my staticaery both of them forperies
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He had hardly hung up when I had 2 call from my friend
Jobn Bhck. He, too, had received a report on my letterhead
which had caused him t queston ether my booesty or my
sty In the instance the report, #s far a3 it wenr, wis in my
wordmg and malted exctly with what T had writren T bed
dexcribed & womun in swfully bad shape but in my lest pars-
graph I had written that her troubles wers not connected with
iy injury but were the resalt of pokomyehitis io chuldhood,
carvature of the spine and 2 shortened kg The lwyer bnd
smply left thet paregreph off the report.

I did evervthing 1 conld to ger that lwyer disharred. I came
sway with some pretty sedows doubts sbont the legal profession.
Here we had absolure documentary proof that the fellow had
faked 2 oumber of reports on my ketterbesd m order to collect
money frindulently and 1 had po redress whatever He was
never disharred. Well, so it goes!

Tiere was onc thing sbont these industnal cascs thet was
never omt of my mind The sole swer most of these {njored
people had wes their ability to hold a job. It wes noc enough
to cure the immediate thing thst was bothermg them. If
the end of their trestment, they were still unfit to go back to
work, they and their families would be destitute.

The idex of rehabiliation & an integral part of medieme
hdbccugmw-lngmmfurllongdnﬁmfn:tmdnm
Mrs. Willird bad told me sbout her work in Philsdelphia. In
my stockyards days 1 had employed a young Swedssh masseur
to give my patents exercmes in bed and in thelr wheel chairs
during convalescence, end had found thet this ofren speeded
up recovery It scemed to me, though, that there was mofe
to it than this, In many cases, men who bad been 1n the bospinl
llongdme}ndmhppedcomplettlymo(anOf
Hring They did not kmow wiat they could do and whit
they conld not do. They were afrxid 1o go back to the world.
It was ot encugh just to rehabifiate the inured amm or Ieg
or back. The whole man necded rehabilitaion.

But how? The medical peofemsion knew very lmic abont
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thh land of thing There was no systematic body of knowledge.
Serious research was noncxistent. Many of tho hospitabs had
what were called bath departments, connsting of showers and
sprays for hydrotherapy of a sort, usmally administered by
orderly who did not know what he wes doing As far a3 bene-
fictal treatment was concerned, [ thought they rated 2 good
big goostegg The one st Weley hadnt been used for
yers.

1 decrded that what we needed at Wesley was o department
devoted to nothing but postoperative physical therapy to work
at it, study 1t and develop it. It would be the firse phymal
therapy department in Chlaage And that was the tronble —1
couldnt arousc sny enthusmasm for something that wes so new
and bound to be so expensive,

So I started my own physical therapy department, for my
own padentr | got the hospltal to kt me take over its il
“bath department”; then T had the good huck to find a retumed
Army nurse named Gertrude Beard who was willing to come
mto Wesley and stare the program I hed In mind. She had
nothing to work with except the old marble baths and a litte
dressing room beside them. 1 rtold her what 1 wanted ber o
do She gave exercises and mamge, Induced patleats to move
tomts that had become pamful from disuse, tanght fracture
caxes how to exercise thar muscles mside ther cusn and in-
structed people who had permanent disabilies in the best me
of what they had lefe. I paid her a supulated sam cach month
out of my own pocket. Pretty soon other doctors begen to
nodee that my cases were recovering from disabalrties much
sooner thin expected, and began to send thelr patlents to Albs
Beard, too. The load got to be more than one person coukd
haadle, 5o these other doctors chupped In, and we took on s
anistant.

Eventually the department began to make money sad the
hospial came around and ssled me sbout taking it over—
cactly what [ had wanted from the begmning! I gave it @
them with the single understandmyg that they would equip it
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properly and keep it equipped and up to date, which they did
most fathfully and successfully

One thing more was very much nceded —a doctor who
would make reibilimtion and phymcal therpy his mam con-
cern, developing st by theory and practice ss other aspects of
medicine were bemg developed. During the war 1 had seen 2
good detl of a man mamed J Scenley Coulter, who had been
in the medical clast behind mine ar the Univernry of Pennayl-
vani, and bad taken ¢ strong Lkmg to him and his thinking.
He had been an Army doctor all his profesional Efe and was
very proficent n many thingy, a5 one bad to be in the Army
Medical Corps. He had a degree in tropicsl medicine a3 well
=5 service In medione and surgery st vanom Army hospials
We were together in the Surgeon General's office. When 1
returned to privare practice 1 told him I thought he ought
to get out too, became the milimn was too crcumseribed for
a fellow of his talents.

A year or two sfter tiar, T got a letter from him in which
he mid that he had deaded t resign his commisnon, md 1
wrote beck that if he would come out to me, I would take him
0a a3 40 aulstant, pay bun 1 sehry snd cventmlly tom ol my
Indmstral work over to hum. He scoepted this offer Right
from the firse he displayed & decp interest in what Miss Beard
was gecomplithing and s diiner flur for the psychologial
and phytiological mpects of that worl, while at the sxme tme
It wes becoming clear that surgery a8 such, was ot hs best
field—be dudnt really like ¥ enyhow So we arranged for
him to concentrate on the therspy program, end chat wrs the

Stnley Coulter established the specalty hid the groundwork
of refabilitation as we know it todsy snd, st Northwesrern,
lxcﬂm:thnmmnﬁmpm{umro(ph:wlmd’xche.]\o—
body can begin to count the number of people who are capable
Ofﬁ\-mgmrrmllivubcuusnofhunmdthcuorkhcmmrd
imo st W eskey Hospital dunng the 19208

All this ome there was Alice back jn that spartment, alone
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except for the mud and little Peul when he wis not st school.
This war doubly megic, to my mind, became the Alice who
hsd belped me find my officc on Halbeed Street, who had
been 50 padent with my immbiity and intense concentranon
on work who had uncompliningly shared those two rooms
at Ells Island with me, would have enjoyed taking en sctive
part in things now She just drdn't have the strength

T used to bring Lok Winters home with me to the spartment
in the cvenings and dictate to her in our living room, so Alice
could get a semte of parbcipation, She would come and Be
on the sofa in her dressing gown, propped agunst two pillows,
while we worked. 1 think it helped her spirits  lirdle,

Thank goodness, the could still go ridig m the cr 1
bonestly believe, of all the medicines she got, our Sondry
doives together were the most benefichl She Joved the coantry
espechally north of Cluago the trees, the flekds, the broad
glimpses of the lake, the fine hovses and thelr gardens. Those
dnves did all the more for her because our bedroom In our
spartment, where she had to tpend soch ¢ Jot of her dme, wo
0 dark we had to keep s light burning all day The ome came
when 1 decided we were going to do tomething about that,

The chance came pretty soon. On one of our Sunday excar
sions, we were dnving slowly up the North Shore through o
plesmant suborb called Hubbard Woods when Alice put her
hand on my arm. I stopped the car Over on our left, on the
sdde of the road away from the Lake, was a piece of propery
that caoght my fancy mmmedutely The house was smail, but
the hand had & nice slope to It, there was & big willow tree oo
the front of & and I back stood the largest maple tee 1 hare
seen ounside of New England.

"Is pretty bntw?™ 1 wid,

“Tembly precry ™ she sald. “It could be fixed up to be
beantiful”

T took note of the sddress and dunng the weel made some
inquines m town, The folowing Sunday 1 drove Alice ot
there again,
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“Would you i t boy ths plest® T ald, "Tve fooad owt
by for mle”

“We can't affard i, she sid.
'Ihmww:un‘t.”!md,“buch'mguingwbuyh"
Tbcuw&yxﬁcrmyofﬁahomlmmxmthesm
yudsﬂmk.vbzrclkncwpw?k.mddxymdemtm
wimumchofnbmud:zyordmrﬂ‘yumldhml:ﬂnk
dxcﬁrmoft&nb-nkh:dnmvfhtpmuenry’fad}ng
mmﬂmmymmnnymdmrm
mdngpmvhmmycﬁammtdofmomm
thnmmcruhmmdmaybctheyfdxdty}ndhldlmd
fa helping me get starved, which they had
lmdmdmphmﬁmnmcmylwmdtumyw&.
kwmmbcﬂtbmofbkmd,mdmdch) st B
Wtwttgoadud:!mct-kdldmhrmckzthcmdxz
m%n—hwo!cmufthccﬁimcfdwbmlumdmdmup
mphﬂwﬁd\Aﬁumdlmomunismvmhngmd
Mn(fn&gofmmmedxphaw
B five room affslr chmkanthxsehnngm«nwhh
ﬁrfp’a@‘mdhcyaﬂntmgtbedmmm:dm
k!xmmnmdhmoﬁk,form:ndfmmhndmbd
mmlmmwﬂiumpkmmdm-nthn
dmmmrdsrluhk:fm“:mmum!vghdmmw
iamdnthcme.NwA&cccm\dg«uomdmdgom&wn

thcmnceinbuwhu!dnuv.Mmyeﬁonn-ﬂ.

We did quire & bl of hodscapng The fact that the ground
sopad gendy was ven h:!pfu!.\\epmm:womnllcmﬁm
pools, ene above the ather “with witer drppmg from the vpper
mtndwm:rmc\whthundctnkxmmmdnmdnﬂc
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a willow tree and a Bechtel crabapple, both of which grew
extremely well

When the house wat finnhed, there was no money left to
build a garsge. Just st that pomt a womtn came into my office
needing 2 rather extensive opention, end 1t turned out that
her busband was a carpenter-contractor

So I put it up to him. *Maybe we can exchange servicn,
I s2id. “I have to have & garage, snd you have to have m
openation on your wife. 1 can't do one and yon cant do the
other But I'll go you one better I cant let you help me
openate on your wife, bot I'll help you build my garage”

That pleased and amused hm, and we made the deal nght
then and there. It conldn ¢ have worked more perfectly Every
weekend, he came ot and we went to it I am pot sure the
naighbon spprechated 1t so much, because we ned to get gomg
with our lammers at eight o clock Sunday mormning and often
my friends came to help o there was wmally & good dal of
laughng and alking besides. We wound up wath 1 fine gange
with a chtoffeur's quarters over it | had no ssurnce that we
were gomg to have & chauffenr, bot 1 was sct on preparing
for onc.

In the meantme, 1 bnd what | conndered 2 wonderful boost
from another paucnt, the son of & man who had made & ot
of money by ownmg property with rich gravel plos on it
He had damaged hus feet very badly by falfing from a come,
and I wes clong care of him, in the fntervals between his
romances with the nuries st Weley who regarded this wealthy
bachelor of thirty or s as & prze. When 1 told him, @ of
coune 1 rold everybody thar 1 was buildmg a bouse, he said,
“When you get ready Il send you out somc gravel for your
dnveway " 1 thought ths was wonderful, and said 1 wnred
roofing gravel, which scemed to me the finest and the bt
He Jooked ot me rather strangely bur 1 pever gave him 2
chance to explun any of the facts about roofing gravel, onc
of which 1 that 1t does not bind with sall or clsy or in st



RING THR NIGHT BELL 199

with mything except tar A few days afterwards, they called
me up from the milroad stinon and notified me that they had
& caroad of gruvel there for me, md I had better get somebody
to come and hral it sway which I did. I had them damp k in
the drivewsy and after thar there wusn't any way to get m
or out without being burled to the hobcaps 1n roofing gravel,
becwuse m dry westher 1t behaved like rwther large-gramed
sand, and when 1t raned It just mede s mess with the chy
5ol 1 had to pay somebody to dig all thet sraff oot and put It
omewhere ebe while we put croshed Emerock In nd then
laid the gravel back on top and poured tar over 1t

Another friend, an officer of one of the packing companies,
helped me in another of my projects st the house, which was
™ have s finc kiwn of nice green grem. *Don't wame any
moncy on having black dire haaled in,” he said, “it's sour stuff
dut they dig out of @ swamp. I'll send you omt some dmed
cow manure, and you have that spaded into your topsol snd
you'll have some gren™

That seemed jusr fine until his present showed vp —two
tons of dried cow mamure, which was more of that substance
than 1 hed ever seen in one plice before. Having nowhere to
put it, I had ft stacked sgmnst the willow tree. It burned sl
the bark of that slde of the tree, and cventmlly it cost me
more to save the tree than it would have to bay the cow manure
in the first place. But we did wind up with the bt ken in
those pares, wonderful gram that brought the nesghbors to find
ot what we had done to get such amazing resubs, snd made
me & Sanday mornmyg expert in lawn makmg

Somchow we managed to sarvive my patienn generosty
nd my own tmpetuodty In having ther gifo hroled over and
dumped on our phce before finding om how o use them,
But that s my mature. In everything excepe medicing, in which
1 am careful and methodical, 1 am all afire to get goong and get
golng fast, and it has cost me a Jot of moasy to learn some
things by expenence, & it docs most peophe.
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Wefmnmedthzhmhkbyhi(uwcgo(mmcytodo
hmn‘x.luscdtaddchl}celmundmna:hymru,whm
wcwouldsdcctnpkcncf{urmmmor:mgfmmdntto
thne,mdsbegotnmmmnnhberdnpuia.wiﬁcbl

w

:bonghrwﬂtmybaudfu]bcauxdwylud-latofblue
In them, and, s Alce well knew that Is the color 1 enjoy
Tbenmyu:wepurinmoﬂbumuw}ﬂchwquitcm
mnunﬂonintbuscd-yx,mdngrut}uxurylfmdwcm!
furnaces we had had before. All of this, this bullding md
phnnlnamd:hoppingmdbuyhgchntwmtbuodwcmﬂm

of the very home we would have selected If we had bad
cnmplerdyfrrechocccofmyzhmglnd:ewoﬂd,wnlmm
of happiness to both of s,

Onr second summer in Hubbard Woods, we decided that
the grounds needed something enturely different from anything
we had ever seen chowhere, Alice in her wheel chalr and 1
h:dpl:myuflmmwmdcruunnd.mduwadidwm
thinking of ways to improve the landscaplag The Lawn doped
qmtcmcplyfmtbeccmcrofthcbommdnmmﬂd
the lot where It touched the seet, and we decided that If s
slope wers treated right, i would Jook s though the ot
fnd been bullr oo & ledge of rock that jutred through the sl
and thet this would be very hncresting in that region where
there 8 almost 0o rock st all I had a friend in northern
Wisconsin who got » mrucker to pick some water washed -
sone out of en old creek bed op there and brng it down 10
ox. Then | went to work with one liborer under Alices st
'im.tom!h:tlmm:hwth:dopewdﬂfifbow
like ¢ natural ledge of rock outcropping with pockets of loxm!
h1tbecr:vrca.ltw:snotlikco.rd.marymclcg‘l.n:]ttl!."hTCb
betray the fact that they have been put chere. We phnted
annuals in the pockety, and in spring and mmmer ft was -
unial and beautful enough 5o that somedimes on Suodsy sficf
noomh:lhdouucmwwldbcpukcdondwmmdy
fall of chidren, while Mama showed Papa just how she wanted
drd:yardﬁxcdup.AndﬁmﬂyHowudGndmlmﬂﬂb"
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pablished an iltestrated arocle on it. When therr editor asked whet
landscape architect we had employed, for the credit Ime on the
page, I remember the pnde with which I padnred to ABce,
*Theres our lndscape architect,” 1 sud “Only 1 didnt
employ ber T marred her™

Dunng ths nme I was doving into town end back every
day on roads that were pretty crowded, and they were mostly
two-wiy rosds on which one subbomly dow drver could
hold up & mdred cars behind him mdefinitely bur it was
worth it t be living In the country and to bave Alice In 2
plece where she conld ger out and enjoy  Hitle bt of freedom.
It was good for Prul, Jr., wa, ahhongh he made certam streno-
oos efforts to get himeelf killed He was enrolled st Perry
Dunlep Smith s North Share Country Day School in Winnetk,
one of the fincst In the comntry Bat the school could not keep
him in charge all day every day aterays. Most of the scrapey
be got into 1 did not hear sbout until they were all over becanse
Alice, typically of her did not want to mnpose them on me
1nd make my homecomung a time of wrathfol rewribution for
Panl,

My saffains were continumg tn prosper end the chanffear’s
quarters 1 had so opumbsdcally buile over ths garsge were
s00n occupled by @ man named Fennel Johnson, who was
about the sizc and build of his pamesake Jock Johmson Feonel
Johmson not oaly worked for ws, he edopted us, We were hrs
family we belonged to him. And he decided it was time that
Prul, who was then sbout fourteen, learned to drdve the car
BylhﬂnmellnleldnrdTmelLThmwl’nﬂvcdm‘
that era wrill remember what a hoge ark that was, sod Paul was
sifll » fairly small boy not yer having started to shoot up to
his foll growth, He begn by sitting on Johnson's knces and
steering and eventully plled the drivers sext with cushlons
0 be could jus barcly sco over the dashboard by peenng
throogh the wheel, and In this way be drove all eround town,
lﬂtn]nmuuﬁnsdwm(omhoolmdmﬁdnchﬂcmdc
on 1 joy ride. The first I knew of it was when [ began gettmg
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leph alls from mdj; motbers whom I did not Inow
© tell me they would have to must that my boy stop dnvmg
theur children in our car. Thit ended thar,

So Paul tumed hus talents to another pursct— mimofactor
fng explonver Afeer one or two kir ruung experionces, o
¢y ebrow sngemg ones, to be exact, he and hus best friend and
¢cochamm tool an empty ofl drom and pmt in it abowt ovo
pomdsofd:zmdofmhdccmnpoundwvmrd:omh
amomobdle and bicycle beadlights. When one mmes 1 wxh
waer 1 gives off a toghly mAmmmable gas. They Insraled »
dynamute fose bn the barred, puthed # hose throngh the opermag
d rm wter m, and when that dmm was complereh fall of
g1, they It the fuse and ran 3 fasr as they conld The detoar-
aon really rocked thar neighbarhood, bor Juclils akthongh the
drom was completely destroyed, nobody was hurt. The chicf
ofpoﬁced:dmultlmgmﬁndmwbomw
He was 2 very und ding mm, excepdonally smooth in hs
baodhog of the boys m the conmmumiy ADl he sud to tem
was thir chere didnr seem to be ey proof s to where the
explonon had come from, but if there was snother ane, be
W35 aureh cerm chere wonld be some trouhle about ot
Memwinle, if they found out whrt had caased th ooe, they
were  be sure  lex ham know The boys all respected Clie
Peterson and adrured him, and the resolt was dut Prol aod
his young frend were so grasefal for not beng seat to reform
tcrboo!dmchr\ devoted thew encrgies o fess perilons kinds
of ouschref » ae of which, I m to gy was Cver

ch, happy }

The trouble was that 1 never goc eacugh wme wich that
boy The loss was mne, not hes. One of he thungs [ ssenficed
fo oy overwhelmmg arpe to male my wiy to the rop i
medicne was the normul plasure of beng 1 parcar. Some-
mlﬁﬂlhofamumquylﬁm“d}ghmpmlmd
d\fﬂﬁmlwntblemuhPmldu:Lhmgnde
Lale Goa Clab down en the IMines River We would ke
!hcm:l:tmmdcmnonl-"nd:) and there would be & car there
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o meet vs before dewn. By sonrlic, there weld be, shivering
In the blmd warong for the fin birds to appear.

And then, just &1 we were geting In some good sporr, and
the blicks and teal were wheeling In to our decoys, and maybe
we had a few I the mck, wed see the man who took care

Even when [ wamt at work, even when we were fixing up
the place st Hubbard Woods, my real thoughts were slways
on the medical probl that were ing mo st the tme.
1a between operstions, in berween patients, in between every
thing, there was ehways something going through my mind
siways trylng w see if something different couldn't be
with & case, or whether an Imtmment couldn't be de-
that would rmke it essler to do some particalir opera-
with lew lnjury to the parts. I used to wake op In the
of the nlght with idess, end sometimes they were all
ectly worked out in my steep. In this way 1 modified
improved my booe-mw my ddlls, my ivary phtes and
and developed qute 2 few that have been

;ﬂlunnyh.itm‘t-cmnfombln

2RLFLTy
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Chapter Fourteen

Now AvLicr prvrioPfp A NEW TROUSLE, not directly coo-
nected with ber heart conditon. She had been having some
paun in her nght leg; 1t torned into & very severe sclsbt,

panied by considenble parslysis. Exsmination showed
that she hed a tumor which was premng on the scistic com-
plex. It got 5o bad that the was tmble to tleep, and with all
her fortitude, had to confess that she could not stand the agoay
my longer After due conslderstion by some of the best men
In Chicago, we decided we would have to take a chance oo
having en operanon,

We drove to town and checked her into the hospin! the
day before the operation. Late in the sfternoon when I was
through with my work, I went to her room.

I have a0 idea” she mid, “Let’s go downtown to dioner
tonight™
We went to the old Congrens Hotel and dmed fn the big
comer room where they hed musdc and things were guy 1
sill remember what we had — white mest of chucken diced
fn cresm, snd 1t wes good We talled e though nothing serdos
were gomg to happen to uwy When I took her back to the
hospreal, Limsed ber goodnight end lef her in the room, 1 hd
to swallow hard She scted s though she were going o &
party to & great end wonderful party and had to cheer me op
becawse [ was not inwired,

Eary the next morning I wes there to see her Into the
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operating room. Dr  Schrocder was doing the openstion. I hed

most capahle spesthetist of that tme, to give the anesthenc.
He b ¢ huge mun, well aver six feet in height and very broed.
There were no specisfized anesthetists in those days, but
Shacldeton had mare experience st this tiun snybody eke ot
Weskey Houpital and p d 1 y abifity to hendle
ether ind gus — Alice, on account of her heart, could not heve
much of the Istter, She went on the tble smiling I cam never
forger the dehcacy with which that blg Shackicton andled
the ether and arygen, how gently raully lovingly he esed
ber under without & single choke or cough.

The tumor proved to be very lge and tightly Impscred
over the mfde of the hipbone, s that it wa extremely difficult
to remove, even for tuch w skilful and rapld operstar e
Schroeder. I best ¢ path back and forth scros the room md
up the hall and back, going ko the operatmg room and takdng
Alice s pube countless tmes, Shackkton ehways podded and
amfled that everything was going all right; and 5o it wes, ©
far u her heart and breathing were concerned

It was a terifying operation, bar Schroeder socceeded in
gettlng the tumar ont. She had no more of that dresdfal sdxtc
pain. After & starmy convakacence, mafnly owing to her heart
conditon, we hoped she might be all right. Then the thing
bappened that one shways hes to fear in such extennve surgery”
Infection set in. It worked its way op to her kidneys snd became
chronle. We had not been home ot Hubbard Woods many
weely when arthrins, resalmg from the infection, began to
spparr In ber hands, elbows and shoulders. Eventually she ws
unsble to rume her hand to her face, comb ber hair cven wipe
her Lips,

And yet, in spite of her suffering, she did all the plinning for
the house and the meabs. She rn that place with the umost
thoroughnes, and atwzys gently The people who worked for
1w made themselves her vohmuary shvex, We were very forto-
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nate m her nurse, Miss Ruby Tuft, who brought mtelhgence
expenence and compassion to her work, and i having such 2
man as big Fennel Johnson. When she would become desperate
to get out and sce somethmg beyound the confines of the homse
Ruby would put some clothing over her nightgown and John-
son would come m end Lift her out of bed, carrying her in
the crook of one arm, set her down crosswise on s heap of
pillows in the back of the Packerd, fixing the pillows sromd
her humself — he would never let Ruby do rt—and drive her
wherever she wanted to go with the most extrsordinan care.
It made no difference to him if he had traffic held op for nx
blocks behind him, be wouldn’t give “the Madam” a jolt.

It was Ruby Tuft, incidenaally who finally solved our prob-
lem of finding an amsstant for Gertrude Beard m our physical
therapy work st the hospetal, and some years hrer when Mbs
Beard went to Northwestern University Medica! School, Mis
Taft took her place. She headed the physical therapy depart
meat at Wesley and hater at Pessavant Hosprtal until ber redre
ment m 1954 [ don't know what the medical profession would
do without sach women as Gertrede Beard and Ruby Tuft.

Truly m those days I was like s man leading two bves, my
profesional life snd my Lfe et home. In the former I was
amazingly locky cverything in the latter was shadowed by
Alice s illness. The two lves seldom crossed. Onee, when they
did, I was very grareful for ft.

It ws & balmy summer evening sud while Alice tned ©
go t geep, which was very hard for her because of the
arthrims, I was noing m my pajamas, reading That was the
Wiy Wt spent many of our evenmgs Alce used to sy ft wE
& comfort to ber to have me nearby All of a sudden, on thos
ocezsion, there was ¢ loud rapping on the front door ] went,
and there was the baby s ourse from the hoose nest door o
an scute sate of excitement.

“Doctor come quick'” she sud. “Somethmg dreadful ho
happened to the baby 1™

1 pulled my breeches aver my pajama trousens, and ran nevt
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door sod up 1o the norsery The baby wt lying in hn aib
in fos buthday s, and spparendy oot baving too mach
trouble at the moment, because he was not crying- but I aw
mmmedately that his left kg between the hip and the knee
wis lymg st a very peculisr angle. The fore part of the leg
hy disgocslly acrom the other leg but the upper part of the
thigh wes pointed straght towerds the foot of the crb. This
is the typlaal angle of disphacement of & frecture of the femur
the fact that the beby was pot crying smply ment thar the
broken ends of the bone were not clost enough together to
rub on exch other md came paln,

I fnstructed the murse to call the mother and father home
from their dinner party and leave the baby a1 he war I knew
that, like every other antmal thet is hart, he would lie quetly
becamte he did pot want to be hurt any mare, and movement
gave lum pam. Anmmabs slways have semse enotgh o do thu.
I have seen them In kboratornes many tmet, saving cvery
monon to prevent strain or added injury to an resdy mjured
pare.

Of coune T could have photed for sn ambubince and taken
that baby to a bospital, but one of the bauc axoms 1n the treat
meat of fractures s “Splint cm where they Le!™ and bemdes
I dudn’t sec any point in takong & ninc-moath-old infast away
from hs mothers and fathers hoose when I conld probably
fix him wp mtisfactorily in bis own crib in his own comfort
able, secure nonery

T did not need an X ray to tell me anything I didn't know
about hrs kg When we did bave & picture made with a port
able machine the next doy jt showed a spiral frecture, snd
expluned extctly how the child had been burt. The nune bad
been changing hs duper bolding his anlbes berween her fingers
and thumb e purses and mothers have been doing sinte
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Right pow I needed some means of putting that hede kg
in traction. 1 had to have some sort of overhead framework
so that I conld take & rope and artech one end of 1t to hus
ankle, then hing a weight on the other end of the rope end
have 1t pull the leg straight up towurds the ecllmg

I returned to our house, told Alice what had happened, end
went out to our garage, where I found what I wanted for the
overhesd frame- our clothesline prop seven feet long Being
square in crom-section, §t woaldn't rock on the frime of the
crib. Nearby I locsted 2 coil of clotheslime, and cut off ten
or twrelve feet of it, which I sm sure didnt make me popubir
with the maid the next tme she did the wash. Now I needed
two pulleys to complete the eppertus, 1 couldn't find anything
of the sort.

I went back to the bedroom and asked Allce if she lmew
where there mght be eny palleys around the house.

“No, I'm afrud we haven't any ™ she stid “Just how did
you mtend to mse them?™

I expluned that I wonld place the clothes pole over the crib
lengthwise, lashing it to the tops of the head and foot rafl
Then I would pat one pulley st the muddie of , nght over
the baby's hip, snd the other down at the end. This would
cable me to nm the line from the babys foot srught wp
through the finr palley and along to the second, where I would
hang the weight. It was necepary to have pulleys so the rope
would run smoothly Leeping the trectron even

“If we cant find eny " 1 concluded, *1 guess well have to
take hum to the hosprtal after #ll”

“Suppose you had two small rollers instesd of pulkeys?”
Alce sald.

“They’d be fine.”

“\Vhydon‘tyuumkcnooup}cofrpoakfmmmywwhgubh
there?” she said. “Wouldn ¢ they do?”

“They cerainly would,” I sald, “and that's en awfully dimo
good ida™

I tool two good-nzed spools, not the litede far ones that
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silk thread comes on, but longer ones with real flanges on the
cads, snd ren back to the other home. By this ume the baby’s
parents were home. I had his father drill a hole n the middle
of 1 emll plecs of bourd, which T strached to the baby s foor
with adhesive tape put on so that the effect was mather like 2
sirrup this way the drculstion would not be cut off We
tied 1 knot in one end of the clothesline and pulled rt throngh
the hols in the Hetle board. Then we attached the two spooks
to the pole with long thmn screws, put In et m engle so that,
if the rope ever slipped, it would slip inward towards the pole.
We lathed the pole m place and rn the fme over the spools
They worked perfectly All we needed now was just enough
welght on the end of the line to lift the baby’s hips off the bed-
pad T had the baby’s mother empty o tag of sk, We hung the
bag on the Ime and poured i snd fram the children s sand box
outdoors untl the taction war exactly what we wanted. We
did oll the werthout anesthetic of sny lind, but it evidentdy
didn't hort the baby becsuss he never even yipped.

It ook that htde femur oaly four weeks to heal, compared
to the ten to twenty-six required In an aduk. The patient b
t good frumd of mine now jost es huky & men as be was @
taby aod without the slightest dfference In the keogth of
bis kegs. I never rm into him without thuokmg of that night
when [ Improvised the infant-nzed traction spperatm — sud
Alice's wooden spoal pulleys paved the sitmtson.

There was snother case that resched into both parts of my
Efe, bar this was downright mplessent from sny sandpowmt.
It came just when Alice was st her womt in health. It brought
me some publimty which I didn't want, created a bot of snnoy
snce for both Alice and me, and left me with & very sour
taste In 1y mouth about the monlty of same people in offichal
positions in this democracy of curs.

The cast was that of a girl who had goot to a socalled
beauty spechalist or plastic surgeon —thats what he pretended
to be, snyway —to have en operaton for what she thought
were bowlegs, As & matter of fact, she didnt have amy curva
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ture of the bones of her legs below the knee she simply had
more fat on the onter sides of her legs than on the inner sdey,
which made her think she was bow legged. This scoundrel didn't
disabuse her of her mntaken 1deas. He took her to the Osteo-
pathic Hospial in Clucago and opersted on her He had onc
of the bone saws I had demgned, and used it to cut the booes
strught across, ot sbout the midpoint of her shint My bene
W Wi DETer meant to cut bones crossways- h was for cotng
bones lengthwise, tking out bone grafts and the like Bat
what he did was to cut right down through the tibla snd
fibula of each leg and m downg so he severed the blood vesch
and nerves below the knee, with the result that the gid got
gangrene of both lege.

When those people found out they were In trouble, they
called in & doctor friend of mine who brought the girl to
Wesky Hospial. She was in extremds when 1 aw her and the
only way to mave her life was to emputate both legs abore
the knee. There wasm t room abave the gangrene for  stump be
low the knee. This was one of the few cases In which I osed
spinal ancsthens. T was very ghd that T had done many smpe-
tatons before, because those two legs were smpumted and
closed up m fifty minutes, and the patient couknt have stood
very much more,

Thencwxp:pmhc-rdlboutdmmdmdcnlﬂgmryd“-
The aty desky started calling me up morning noon and night
forbuﬂmmoumcglrr:cmdrdmmmomlngp:pmnk-
phoned 10 the muddle of the night and the evenmg pepers
before brealfest m the moming 1 pever minded being calked
out for an emergency but ths was just to make a Rommn
holiday out of a very sick young woman, and 1 hated to have
that demned telephone nng when Alice had Just mamged to
fall asleep. I couldn® shut s newspaper reporter off though, of
the story he wrote might have been so confused that peopls
wouldn't have known wiuch fellow was responsible for the
panent geting gangrene and which fellow had dooc the ampw-
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As lock would have i, the onwented publiaty T got on thes
case wamnt unfavorsble, snd Sadie didn't cie, She sued the
so-calied surgeon, of coarse, and we initlated proceedings before
the Sate Licensing Board to have the quack’s liceme revoked
It was revoked after it was shown tine the man bad & cominal
record in the East and had been m prison there, How had be
obteined & ficense I IEnck? I thmk he bad been able to buy
one.

It took us days and days to get all the ondence aguinst this
fellow snd present it. And the, two or three years later by
same Lind of clever or crocked mancuvers, his awyers got his
license ramstated, and there was all onr work blown op in 2
moment, I doa't know where he practiced after that, or whether
he practiced at all, but I do know the ncws of his reinststement
mde me feel mck, almost a5 tick a3 | felt when 1 first mw
his unfortunate victim and the terrible thmg be bad done to her

By this pomt m my career 1 think [ bad pretty well mastered
the ementhls of genenal surgery and that mesns the essentith
of soy kmd of surgery Thu it an nportant thing to remean-
ber that a man sufficently well vesed m genenal surpcal
technics can surmount almost any surgical difficalty whether
be b dealing with 2 Jung « heart, a brain, « ghnd, the skin or
a jomt. The real surgical punaples epply to sll types of tbawnes.
Bone, mumcle, skm, cerebral tsoe, they all have arcnlarion,
nerves and visbilty — the cspaaty of the cells to munive the
Injury cuned by the surgical procedares themschren These
procedures can be deeply trammatic in the hands of 2 tyro, or
20 geatle &3 to be scarcely injumous st all in the hands of m
understandmg surgeon. All linds of wounds must be dry and
free of blood clott, which are beaunful nests for mfectron and
which bold the cdges of 2 wound open and deby bealing A
roughly wsed retractor demages tisues just a3 much as & punch
htheeytdocs.Th:m:gcoummthnwlnwmmndu(
procedures safely and perform wotk finer and more delicate
dnalnﬂhlng:skﬂ]cd‘ndnnhrdo&Amymulb\nm
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in the operating room, m other wurds, Is not some one spech!
Hmjted Lind of surgery Ic Is Surgery Of course he abo mmost
have the confidence to apply what he knows.

I never mw a better example of what I bave just written
than the case of a voung man named Ray Canopy who wn
bmuglntomyﬁemccnsmlftumthof:mgkmmbc
plosion st the big Com Producs Company phnt st Pekin,
south of Peorn.

Nobody who was st Wesley that hot summer afternoca ever
fmhmh)urndfmmdwuploﬂonwﬁtbr@\nm
Chicago on the traln, and the smbalnces ran s sort of shorte
sermice between the nilroad station and the hospluale We bsd
bmnmacmnmghfmrd\mwecou}d}nndktbcmpmp-
efly A suarch exploson i ane of the wors. The rooms are

even though n lasts only a bricf moment, the bums go deep.
Ray Canopy 1 young me of rwenty-two, hes spparently
thrown bis hands wp m froat of his face at the fint fissh,
cause hs mouth and nose nd been somewhae spared,
had caughr the full force of the blast on hiv hands,
hncyw.Huﬁnmwmchanadbhnk,mdlﬂdw
the becks of ho ands and wrists was burned clear
lhctmdons.'l'bemd}olnrmdp:rtufdnmtd]
onct.humbwmcomplctdybumedoﬁ'.'l‘bemd)wrt
other thumb was sbo gone, but the second joint remmmed
Hch:dllumnu:)’e&d:lcfnﬁccwldmdmlmqﬁ
‘Vclndnmamgncdmmryfnu:hounnd.lymlﬁpl‘k
solmon dropping nto them, 5o the comess would not beeome
d.ncd.xfdrcylnd,hbdghtwuldhﬂebeculosc

I stared on the hands, removed all the skin from the bscks
ofthcm.-ndlmpumcddreburntdendxofdwﬁnsmda“
te where there was bleedmg On most of hus fingers, that was
the muddle jant.
nm,umqm-lndehdpfmmmac:ﬂmphm‘cw
on our staff, 1 made » horizontal alit on each side of Reys

ety
Fazssxg¥

2§
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been glipped mto pockers made in the skin of the belly Like
the pockets of an apron, and just about st that mgle. He wm
immobllized so he could not move hls hands and arms In the
skin pockets, because any movement shesre off the letle blood
verrls which are growing into the bumed area from the ab-
dompal skin.

Afrer 0 week or 1o, when the flaps of slin gave endence of
baving become sdherent to the backs of the hands, 1 started

were free, 1 gl the new sbdomiml sidn over them between
the fingers, wrapped the skm aroeod each finger and sewed
it In place. Ray was hucky «ll of ths had warked without
hrtch, We took & very thin layer of skin (the epitheliom) from
his chest and lald fr like 2 plecs of cellophane over the denoded
section of his abdomen, leaving it faidy patchy Jookmg, but
we thought this was s blemith he could live with. We had mved
bis bands,

The surgery up to this potat had not been especully difficult,
but now for his cyes. While | wes damg his hands, his evehids,
of what was left of them, ad been healing with scar dwve,
which had resched the suge of contrecting into hard fibrous
tisue, imyelding snd unstrerchable, Fortunstely the fire had
0ot reached Ray s cyes themaelves. They had been under con-
s2ane care, and tess bad shown thae his mght was still oll nght
What I thought gave us & chance was that he sill had some of
the thin, debiate musche that activates the closing ad opening
of the lids; and the mucons membranes, the conjuncuva, which
cover the cyeballs inside the Eds, were mill there, Pertups k
would be posible to graft rwo new cyelids on him

1 pot it up to several members of our waff who I knew
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vere much better equpped by trunmg wnd expenence for
this sort of undernlang than L One of them was an ophrba
malogut of great pote, epother was the phwic srgeon who
had helped me on Ray’s hands. They Jooked st the boy and
begged me to thandon any thought of such an openation. They
sald there was nothmng to anchor the graft to it wonldn't ke,
nd where were we to gee the nght kind of skin ro make new
eyelids for the boy?

“Gendemen,” [ mid “do I understand that neither of you
willing to try this operation hbmself?”

They sud dhat wes the crse, nothing conld be doac, the
boy was gomg to lose hrt mght, and that was that,

1 thanked each of them very Lindly end went back to Jock
at Rey agaln. It was & question of damg something for this
boy who hnd been a perfect mode! of patence sod fortkude
throughout the tiresome bunness of grafrmg skn oo hes handt,
or lettmg him go blind I Ind no intenton of lettmg hm go
blind,

1 remembered chae the famons Dr de Schwemzz, whom §
had scen perform & nomber of cye operations 2t the Unfveruty
of Pernsy lvanis Hospral, had psed & thing to sbp mn betwesn
the eychall and the Iid thar Jooked something like a sheeborn.
My ignorance of this kind of cperstron ean be jodged from
the fact that 1 did not even know the mame of thi shocbom
effect. 1 went to an mstrument-maker end described what 1
winted He hed ane. Before buying it, [ trded k& oa my own
¢yeball —~ ontude the Iid of coune— and found that it seemed
to fit the curve of the eyeball closely and comfortably Thent
T wem back to the hospitzl and tiied to think how we were
gomng ta get worksble eyclids on this boy

Tt would have to be by means of ¢ fap graft, end It woald
have to come from his erm, which could be fired In place ovet
his cye while the usuer were growiag together Ths memt
conmg a tongue-shaped prece of suft fine shn off the flexol
or fnnde surface of the forearm, of course leaving the base of
it attached to the arm, and doubling back the tp in s U s
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that the under surface of the new skin coukd be sewed around
the edge of the lid and held there wntil 1t bealed, after which
It could be cut off. This boy had e litde more fat on him
than most young men of his age, and I formd that the skin
an the inside of his forearm was nice and smooth and white,
with not too much hair on ir. After pmching and pulfing it
to see whether it was soft and pliahle, 1 deaded thar the was
where [ was gomg to take my graft.

So I scheduled the operstion with, I nmost admit, & good deal
of fear and trembling bobtering myself with the memory of
what Dr. Josh Sweet had tught me In medical school about
fme surgery But this wes going to Involve cven finer work
I prepared myself with a good many hours of study of eyelids,
and had taken the step of gerting Dr Sweet o send mie some
of the extra-fine needles he made himmself and some of hm splic
«lk thread.

1 started on Ray’s right eye. The fist part of the job was

to dimect away the scar tinue from the cycbrow down to the
edge of the Ld. It was no thicker than an ordmary piece of
paper and Just a3 frable a3 could be. It had to be held with the
finest tigue forceps, and yet it was remarkably tongh when e
umemunﬂnahhwmd\hhyﬂofmmnmdmy:
cychall, there was not more thin %4 of an Inch of the mascles
tnt controlled the eyelld and the very thm membrene fining
Ed. It was Tike splrting paper I finally accomplished this
a very mmall sharp scalpel, and very careful dissecnon,
we got the surface 30 1t was dry end not bleeding.
Then I cut my fiep on ha arm. 1 remember puzzling about
of a fhp to take, end how to shape it so &3 to cover
erea from hos eytbrow to his Bd. At kngth we
the arm to Ray's forchead and lid the flap on end it
lﬂﬂght.Atd)cpumwbmdmﬂ:ppantdnmd:e
we sthehed It in place. This was ot too hard. Where
the tongh surgery came in was in etmchmg the free end of
d\etmuof:ﬂnmdnloﬂucdxco!dmcyﬂid.whkbof
course was now denuded down to the moscle.

i
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There is o hrtle triangular carolige along the bunnes edge
of the evelrd, which siffens & and alows it to move up smd
down lle a windowshade over the eye. It Is sn extremcly
delicate affarr and if anvone had ever ted to sew anything
to 1t before, I kadn’t heard of it. That was what I was going
to sttempt, and the whole success of the operation depended
on it. With the aid of Dr Sweets needles and thresd and the
most punstakong effore I mansged to do It without sphitting the
cambage.

Ray s head and erm were placed fn a phister cast where they
stayed for three weeky, in a fnghtfally oncomfartablo posinon,
but nobody ever heard a word of complaint out of him. Then
the second operation, on bu left eye, had to be done and the
wholk thing gone through again. But be got two good evelds
durwork:d,ermthnughthcywerenhnk{mybccﬁcﬂf
the harr that normlly grew on his arm.

One day ux weels or 3o afrer the second one wes fanbed
and the scars were well healed, and 1 was pretty provd of him
and mvsclf 1 came mro the ward and Jooked st him and s34,
“What s happened m you, Ray?”

“I ve been out, Doctor "

“l know youve bem out. But youve done something to
yourself you look different and I can't tell what e f5.”
m:l.“dL canc you see lve got eyebrows and cyclashes?™ be

1 looked st hum closely and sure enough, he dld. He had
bad all the hair on hxs eyclids themselees removed by clectrolytic
needle, leaving some at the top to make nice looking erebross
and enongh at the botrom for a rexsonsbly good hmoton of
eychsher, The caly touble was that he had oo much fst
under hoy grafted eyehds, end they Jooked pretty pofly Bet
I couldnt have phnned it any beteer if I had tned, becanse
there had been just enough far to keep the clectnic needle from
burning the eyeballs,

After seversd weeky more, when his hands had begun to beal
I grafted & length of bone from hus tibs nto the base of b
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thomb end maede o tube graft of skin over kt, 5o that he had
2 thumb oo aach hind that be could use; the joint at the botrom
of the thomb served for mothon. Fimlly thinking we might
= well go all the way I ssked him, “Do you want to have
some of thet fat taken out from under vour cyehid”

*“Do you think that woald help?™ he aid.

"It would make you ook a ot berter ™

“Why dont we ty It on onc cye and see bow ft worke?”
bo mald

I smply made u sfit in the eyefid, whch had no seosory
netyes m it at ther time, and peeled off most of the pad of far
between the stin end the mmscle, Ths war repeated on the
other ey, And ever since Ray has had two eyes o5 good s
wrybody s, and two perfectly good eyelids. He uses his stubs
of fingers remariably well The slon on the back of hiv hands
bt t00 tmuch fat under it, but be b going to keep it there, &
far &8 1 am concermed. T have openated on thar boy for the
bt time, #nd, thank God, be 3 sble to drems himself and feed
himmel and do almost anything he wants except phy the phano,
and he says he docn’t care to phy the phno snyway

Ray b bapplly mamied end living in Aczoes. Hb wife
teaches school, and he does some teaching too. They fave
several children and he b a good crtizen of thelr community
Whenever [ hear 2 report of his ectivitses, 1 think that if 1 hed
pever done anything che In my Dfe, ar keaxt that boy hos hed
8 decemt cxistence becanse 1 had the nerve to mdertake some-
thing that had not been done before and which nobody ebe
would help me do, snd the kock to pulf it off

1 had lots of lock af enother kind, the kmd that belps pay
the bills. It seemed to come in the matural order of events
and from many directions & my work became berter known.
Even 10 there had to be 2 few good breaky, and | got them
There wss 2 very attmactive worman living on the North Shore
who had for quite somo time been almost complercly disabled
by & bad back. Net having hed any relief from her own docrors,
she hied herself all the way to Bakdmare to sce the fumowm Dr.

n
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George Banett at Johms Hopkina, the same one who beter
calked me & smbbom Swede. He exsmmed ber and told her
she had & condition 1n which the lateral processes of her fifth
tembar vertebra were sbrormally long and were preming against
the Inner surfaces of the wangs of her hipbones, creating ¢
constant stram between her petns and her spane, phos e ol
ttfon, amilar to & burmts, between the tps of the lateral pro-
ceses and the two ndes of the fllom. Thee tungs sdded o
o a great deal of pain. He recommended an operation.

Bemng extremely smart, she mked him to make a sketch of
what he was going to do. He cxplamed the steps of the operr
uon carefully and sdded, “Ths 1 called the AMagnuson opers-
ton It was described by a Dr. Magnwon in Chicsgo —oh,
where did yon say you were froms”

“I sud 1 was from Clncago,” the lady snswered. “And surely
you don't mean Pau! Magnuwson?”

“I cerainly do,” sud Dr Bennett. “Paul Magnuson. Hes the
one who designed this operation.”

“Well, if that's the cese,” the lady mid, “why don't 1 go
straight back home and have him do §t2"

“I thiok youll be very foolish If yon don't” Dr Bemnett
told her “becsuse he knows more about these operstiom thn
anybody else m the country snd I've never dooe one™

So home she came and 1 opersted on her removing the
offendmg procesies, which Is not quie as simple a3 1t soumnds
because of the mvol of muscles, lig and perves,
overlaid with the hipbone. When I was through, therc wa1 no
pressure or irrtation any more. Her back was ss strong o
anybody s She and her hmband had & camp up near Lake
Superror and she wed to tell me afterwards about her exploits
m chopping down trees and dragging them into camp. 1 woald
ave thought of t as just plun hard work, but it scemed to
give her a great deal of plesmre becanse she had never been
able to swng an ax before.

This encrgetic womn wns so enthusiastic about her opers-
ton that she turned out to be a sort of sccond Mike Mchenty
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for me dlong the North Shore, where she tud 2 grest mmy
friends.

1 got to the pownt where I setmlly thooght I had quite
s fuir xmoumnt of moncv These were the days when the stock
market boom was boommg 1 kepe hearing abour people making
foromes In Big Seeel snd American Can and things fike thar,
1nd mocks md bonds went higher every day so they told me
—1 never had the patience to try to undestind the fimnchl
pages myself My Idea about moncy was to mk Mis Winters
she had twenty five dollars in the drawer that 1 could take,
end of she did, I put it in my pocket and that was that. For
o wille I had o finmchl adviser who tried to tell me things,
octasionally mede mvestments for me, but he died, and
that

R

:
i
i
L
;
L
;

or thres hundred shares of 1t.

to argue with them?
These volunteer advbors of mine were cinny businesmen,

Sometimes they sent the stock to me st the isue poce, when
khdllrt:dymcurtnnrﬁftcmpmm:.md[dmbtkwuld
not be qurte falr for me to sell it. Baider, | wos afneld that
¥ 1 disposed of two or three bundred shares of some sock all
a2 once, it might have o depressing effect on the market!

So I heid on to everything minded my own busines wnd
$pent o8 much ss 1 wanted to, So did everybody cic. That
was the lavish era,
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During this ume I collected the biggest fee of my Hfe, m
a case which gave me &5 much satsfaction, year after year s
say I ever had.

A woman came mto my officc one day a very nice looking
pessen of just over fifty on crotcher She hud the chwe
fractured hip the neck of the feamr had been broken off
I took her history and fonnd out she hed had thu frectured
hup for seven years. She had brought some X rays with bery
we mde some others, and after studying them 1 told ber |
could grve her a good hip to wall on, without crutches or 2
cane. The nat day & man came to see me, a good solid Amed-
cm type, plinly drested, with en ske of competence.

He eud, “My name s K—— My wife was In here yesterday
and you told her you could core her broken hip

*“That's night, Mr K, I told her that.”

“What ere you gmng to do with this hip?™ he sud.

“Are you s doctor?™ 1 said.

*Nao, P'm 2 mechanic. T want fo see what you propose to do”
“Strco you re & mechenie,” I mid, “let me draw you s pic
ture.”

He palled hs chair around to my desk and 1 took  sheet of
prper and drew him a disgram of the hup joint, showing bim
how the top of the femur termunates m a neck which ban
a pesson’s weight st an engle. 1 showed him where in hb
wifes cxse the neck of the femur kad been broken, end o
plamed that in the X rays we could see that durng the fnter
vening yeans # good parr of the bone of the peck had been
sbsorbed 5o that there wis now no way to recomstruce it Bt
the hard ball which had been on the end of k remained hoct,
and 5o did the shaft of the femar To make a working joit
sgain, we would have to fic the tp of the feamr directly koo
the ball In ths way the joint would bear Al K's wesghe 00
that side 1n ¢ straight Ime up and down, mstead of st an aogk-
Her kg would be sbout threc-fourths of sn nch shorter than
before, bur this would hardly be nonceable. 1 rold hum how I
woukd ream the spongy bony tissue out of the inude of the ball
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and we & chisel to shape the up of the femmr like o rounded
post to fit into It. Thrs would men, of conrse, that the fenrar
would be moved mwards an inch or two, and o3 a resuk the
tenslon on the eg ounside mmcle connectng the point of the
hip to the erest of the Ttum would be redoced. It has abwayx

T cxphined to Mr K that 1 wonld take care of ths by choelng
off the grear trochanter, winch Is the protnbersnce on the
pomt of the hip to which the muscle attaches, and relocatmg
it far enough down the femmr to re-establish the pull on the

“By gosh” ke mid when 1 was through, “youre the fiot

wouldnt dare let em touch her and Ive had her to every
big mame specialis from San Francuco to Vienna™

“You haves™ 1 mid “You mmt be quie some mechanc or
elic your wife s got & Jot of money ™

“We manage to get along pretty well on what we've got,”
be sod. Then | ralized who he was: ¢ great mecharue indeed,
and the halder of the patents on ecverst of the besic devices
used In ouking sutomobiles.

“How moch will this operation cost?” he wid.

“1 dont know ” I maid “How nroch have you go?”

He axid, My God, yoo don't want it all, do voa?*

1 3d va, [ wns jost Hke the tx man | took my share nd
sametimes people thought It was more than | ought to take.
“Tt really depends on how mmch its worth to you to have
your wife walk agam without crutches or a stick.”

“Almast anythung,” he mid,

“In that esse,” 1 aaid, “will you gamble with me?”

He naid be would My propos! to ham was that 1 woald da
the operation for $5oc0, but the day hus wife walked without



123 RING THR NIGHT BELL

crucches or a cane he would send me 8 check for $rgom
He sceepred it

1 operared on that hup In July It war t1o degrees in my
opersting room, tnd iy shots were soaked wath swest runnisg
down my legs, but the operstion wene very well and very
quickly

Mn. K was In the hospimal for elght weeks, after which 1
was dllowed to put weght on her hip, and go hame. Fardy b
November the called me o the telephone.

“Doctor * she s1id, “were golng to Californa. | wonder ¥
you wouldnt Like t0 stop and buve a cockuil an your wry
bome tonsghe?™

Natunslly J was defighted. When 1 rang therr doacbell, Mrs,
K herself come to answer 1t, withour erotches or cane.

We tnd our cockeals, end she aid, “Is It o}l Hght for me to
g0 to Californis comorraw?™

“You can go oy plzce i the workl you want to,” 1 s,
“and I doa ¢ think youll ever have eny more trouble with fhst
hip”

My check was m the next mommgs mall st the ofice. Tt
Wi m the smount of $14.975 Mr K, 2 businessmen all dry
and every day had deducted the $1 be had pard me for Mrx K
comumanon. M. K, o long es she hred, pever Jet me for
get. They did # lot of travefing to Cabiforrus, Florids, Emrope
xd everywhers: cvery New Years morang whererer they
were, T got » telegram ar cable from Mre K. It fud always been
fled st mudnigh, and 1t ehways said the ame tung-

“Docmrlmd:ncmg‘nunkm-

Mhhﬂmm.p,mymdmu]mmm
the troubles s man may have,



Chapter Fifteen

WHATEVER LUCK CAME OUR WaY in my work and fintnces,
there bad been none at ofl in Alices health. Eventmlly we
reatized that the could no longer cope with the mamsgemem of
the home, which she always tried o carry on so perfectly The
very marare of Life m the suborbs way o much for her We
moved Into town, After o vear st the Lake Shore Drive Hotel,
we bought & duplex apartment on Cedar Street, where 1 had o
privare clevator insmalled so Alice could ger berween foars,
Thhuhopmndmbemomuch,wcmldhmdmoklmﬂcr
spartment on Lake Shore Drree,

Socul life was almost complecedy imposible for her 1 chink
whit gave her the most coyment was that I had bought
forty-five teres of farmbnd near Dundee, sbout forty miles
mrmwmofﬂﬂugu.lt}ndnﬁnkhhmdmywmds.
in the middle of which I ball s cottage with tecping quarters
nd bathing and cooking facilipes. That wm & really good in-
mEmSnurdnynﬁnlhdmdcmymmhgmn&.
I drove Alice and ber nune out there and we spent the week
end. We did this in every kind of westher excepe the fonlest.
Thote Ssturdays and Sundays in the country seemed to lighten
fmnhcmn}wpamofhcrmhmhmdmedepndmn-
suhing from her growing deformmy

Bch:anowdl—oﬁ.mnﬁngmmyh:nhngmdmckbm)dng
fnends, 1 never spared any expenses oot m Dundee. We really
d.\dthhg:haylc.ltudmhimdu-bombqwm
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honiay and wming one of our pestures into s scrub polo fickd,
where Paul, Jr and 1 wed to have pekep gemes with sorme of
our neighbory on Sundays. Alice wed o come sad sz m the
car and warch, when the day was smny The §15,000 fee from
Mr h buikt us our bam out there,
Ia the autumn of 1929, T took Alice down to Pinehurst foc ¢
vacation. She was b g tn domly mtrospective, md we
both thought some trme away from everything In very plessant
would do her good.
We had been on cne previous top, to New Orlerny and vis
boar to New Yorl, so we knew she could stand the trafn ride.
\\'cmngedtohnlwmmm-t&umm
with & wheel chais and st the botel we had all our meals semt
Up to the room, becamse ehe did oot want to have to serogghe
with the dining room.
Before we left Clucago, | had been down 1o the bank and
ssked them how mach 1 owed on my marging! sccounts. The
mnlucmcdprmyhrgmmmlmldd:du—pmndm:lm
“’kmsw*ldwughtmprmdumofbmhnmveryim-
bortant people and must be financisl wizards to hold axch
:fwmm:—tlntlm:dmuﬂmghmhmmwl
off
Hegwommvhﬁafnochmdbmdsmdbohdkwp'ﬂd
dcun\ndugrmnrofwndum
“Why Doctor he mid, “rhis is a fine st We wouldnt
ldnu\aurdupcn.mgoh:hgiconeofd\acund&”
“Bot I dont bke to ewe you or snvbody che that much
monev
“Were gld © carty you," he sud. “Aly sdwee B to hung
on €0 ths Int \wl.remgmnnk:.}mufumcymfh'
§ thought masbe T dnagreed with him, no swwer how de
l@hwdrhebmkwutuumml—[mnrlnidlmum
koverSomthmkmgl[thrllunwcm?mmclndeWh
One day down at Pinchurst, 1 wandered down fo the mam
hbbymdxhoughrmcﬂungnmmdmngc,ﬁculmm
whar & way the hoted Jooked deserted,
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Tasked the desk clerk where sl the people were.

“They've all gooe back to New Yark, be sid,

“They have?™ I said. “What & ther hurry?™

“Haven't vou heard the news?” be mid. *The stock markets
crshed — thetr s & panke on™

“1s there?™ 1 aid. “Well, welll”

I kept on down the lobby to the phce where theres o
broker’s office m that hotel It was the fire ume I had been m
there, end just sbout the fint tme in my life T had been In 2
broker's office snywhere. But 1 Imew what the board wax, and
there wt u oun markdng prsces on ity et the mte things were
changlng, ther fellow was jumping sroand fike & monkey on 2
perch, trying to keep np wnd every new nmmber he put
op there was lower than the one ha hud just erssed.

It did not worry me ar all. Somebody was probably lesing
mooey but when somebody lost it, somebody cbse made it, so I
went back upstals sod dida't even mention fr to Alice. My
stocky were all good ones the wico-presndent of the bank had
told me ko

We pent & whole month fn ignorance there at Pinehurst &
that half-empey hotz), When we got beck to Chicago my viee
prendent st the bank called me op first thing

“How about lettng me have marc money to cover your
loan?™ he said

1 sud, *I lmyen't got sny money to cover sy loon. You told
me those stocks were all good.™

*“Vell, they were," he sad, “bur they #ren t eny more.”

In the end, be sgreed to ler my loan nde » while, nd I wemt
back to work. 1 was comclions by ths trme that there was &
depression on, ead thar | was myotved in it elong with every
body else. On dre other hand, 1 couldn't see that there wus
anything 1 could do about it, excepr to be sympathenc when
my patents complilned of thelr finincisl craubks. Belicre me,
Iwas

Thungs went from bad ta worse. 1 kept on pracucing, mesn-
while paymg interest to the bank on my losmn
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Oue day the prendent of the bapk, not the vice-premden,
called me up. “Doctor™ he maid, “we’ll simply have to bore
some more money immedutely to cover your loan. Your stocks
today are worth [ess thin the amount of the Joan”

“How much less?™ I said.

He told me the figure. It was over srxty thousmd dolbn
So bere I was with no savings and no money and sixty thoe-
sand in the hole.

“Well,” I said, “1 havent got it. You'll just have to sell the
stocks and wait until I can pay the loan.”

So he sold them. Then that bank was taken over by anotber
bank, and the president of the sccond bank called up and -
ssted he would have to have some payments. When e wo
through tallang I said

“Now hsten, Mister 1 haven ¢ any money to pay that lom,
but T've said I would pay it when I could. AMesmwhile, youre
getting your interess, and I think If you had as good securky
on the rest of your loans as you have with me, 1s boog s 1
keep my health, my head and my hands, you wouldn't have
worry The next time you call up here, I'm going to sssume yod
ar¢ Uying to rum my heslth by opsettmg me, and I woa't kt
0y body do that. I'l @mply go sway end take a vacation, snd you
cn come over here and practice medicne™

“Why Doctor ™ he sud, “You know very well I can't do that

“Well, then,” I sald, “you d besrer bank on me to do it, and if
you want your moacy bacl, don'r cver speak to me aboot i
agan.”

Il say this for him. he didn't And the day finally came
when I could pay him off and I did — with e check deswn 08
lnmhcrhnkmwhlth“nduns{m‘tdmylm

The effects of our month st Pinehurst, 1 believe, were gen-
enally beneficul w Alice, but the fact was thar we were g
pst the ume when anything conld help her much. Dunng hef
Lsst months, she could not go snywhere, even jn the car S
needed termbly to ger our and see people, and she coelda™
Shcd.-edhrelnd\emnmxrohp;o.
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It b srange what people remember about some moments in
their livex. What has remained with me most cleady about
Allces funera], which was held ar the Fourth Presbyterian
Church 2 few blocks from our spartment on a warm September
day = ¢ thing dgruficent m me becsuse of what = ays about
her snd the sort of person she was As Paul and I arcived st the
chureh, there was Fennel Johmson sitting on the edge of the
curb betide the walk with his head in his hands, crying like a
beby It was mare than three years unce be bad worked for m,
sad here be was, & livmg tesumonial to the loyalty Alice shways
fspired in the people aronnd her

1 sopped bende him and 5id, "Jobnson, aren't yon coming
[

He looked up. His face wes sireaked with tears. “Oh, I didn't
think you d want me in the charch, Doctor ”

1 thonghe of the years st Hobbard Woods, and that big men
cradfing ber in the crook of his erm to set her wich Infinite gentie
ness on the cushions in the back seat of the Twm-Six

“You ve been & member of tho family for & long tme, John-
son,” I rald. “You come in and it with os.”

‘Which he did,

The world went on and my practice went on. My friends
wded to KN me with kmdncss, but then things settled down a3
they atwayy mrost and should. I karned what is meant by ¢ man
burying hinrsclf in his work. I was at my office by 830 In the
moming and mw petients from ame to onc or larer Mis
Winters schednled them every fifeeen mimates, but [ was ak
W“y!mrmmgbdﬂndnmebcdmlhhlhadmnhtﬁck
histories myself and was never content to stop untl [ thought
I had extracted every posdble bit of information I wanted to
hmwwh:tkhdu{pwphdwy‘mnrcﬂﬂﬂmdry
thought they hed wrong with them. Even when the pacnt was
just back for s checkup after on operation, 1 bad to mke time
enough to sdnmre my own bandiwork, or consale the padent,
o the case mught be. Then I lunched, wmally slooe, at the
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Chicago Athlede Club and went straight to Pusavany Memothl
Hosprtal, where I was now talung most of my ceses, There had
been a Pavavant Hospreal in Chicago for many yeacy, named for
the great old Lutheran minister and medical philanthropist,
Willum Heary P In 1938 arrang had been made
o move it to the downtown Northwestern Univernty groands,
put up a fine modern building with al the facilitdes then known,
snd e It #3 the univenaty hospital. The sensor saff men were
all drawn from the Northwestern feculty

1 operated from two umdl about six o clock, and then made
rounds, seemg my patients who were 1n bed recovering from
operations, and thase wating to be opersted on the next day end
for long enough in each case to be sure there wis nothing
overlooked. I made it a practice not to eave the hospltal notdl
I could feel T hed not neglected anybody which I a grest
thing for & doctor’s pesce of mmd.

I walled bome every night and osmally dmed ar my spast
ment. Panl was studying st the Wharton School of the Unk
veraty of Penmsylvann, 90 except when he wes home on vacr-
tion 1 was slone. Under other circumstances, I mght have doos
some wnting bated on clinucal research or personal observabon
CDmldtﬂnzd\udmmgmym:terlmmedoutmﬂ‘V
ot papers, onc book which ran to five editions and parts of
four other books, 1 suppose I was moderately prolific. But ths
was 2 e when I could not seem to produce snything

Aly amocnte in my office was the same Bull Hendncks who
hdmﬁmmcntdwmnfmymgmmfmﬂ‘
Industrial Commmwon, It was a comfort to me to know that of
I had to be out of tawn I conld leave my patients to him wxth
the cernincy that they would get the besy possible treatment.
He was, and 1s, & surgeon sll the wuy through, snd probably e
world’s grestest suthority on gunshot end stab wounds of the
abdomen and the ddfficulties they present on the operytisg
ublc.lk:mltdgchcpmndh)wng(hnen}ﬂfﬂ'
weel. for fifteen yeary at Cook County Hospits! raking carc of
the police cxses that came into Cmergency One mght, aftet
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he hed been working late, and was wallong home in the dark
ness, be was held vp by 2 man who pushed ¢ gun mtn hs
mideiff and ordered him Into an alley Bill obeyed becanss
there wasn't snything elo to do, and he was upser, bur not
about losmg the moocy kn hiy pocket, or the possibility of being
Kled

“I rally whh you wouldn't point thet gnn right there be-
low my rbs where yourc pointing it,” he told the robber
“Polnt jt #t my hesd or my chest or anywhere cbse you Uke.
But if you pull the tdgger now the buliet will go fnto my
fiver, snd you ve no ides what a lot of trooble that will crme.
Why when you get a bulker or stab wound m a person s liver
Its pext to impossible to stop tho bleeding 1¢s # terrible thing
No matter how hard you work to champ off those vemels and
stop the flow that kmd of wound jost bleeds and bleeds and
bleeds”

Fortunately far 2 Jot of people, the robber dldn ¢ shoot, and
when the police cought him a few days brer he was will shaking
bxs head over the crary doctor who never gave o thonght to his
own fafety brut worrled sbout the mess of trouble It would make
If he were shot In the Over.

Spaldng of crimimly, 1 had a cafl at about this dme to go
up to the Michigen Sute Penitentiary and do a fusing operation
on the tabercolous spine of a murderer werving s life sentence.
1 took my surgical nurse end bone nw and other wstroments
along with me. My fee and expenses, totaling fifteen hundred
dollars, wero being pald by a wealthy womsn who had some
idea of hermlf g3 & bencfactrens of the downtrodden. To my
mind, this fosing operxtion was not at all necemary becanse
few monthe’ rost n bed would have cured the patient, and it
seemed to me If there was ever & man who wouldn't be mmed
from the world dormg his sy in bed, this was that man, But
however miphaced ber charkty the ldy inssted, aod 1 went
shead. The prison doctor receved the oune and me, showed
lnlheo-pcndngmomuh}chwnﬁmm:,mdlnuodm:cdu
to his ssestant, a very personsble young man who tool my fustra-
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mcmsmdukcdbowlwwldﬁhmhnwdamn:ﬂﬁud.Amtbﬂ
n.u:cynmmnnnhmughtlnd:eknyx.Afttthndcnrrmcﬂth:
pnn:m.whomunﬂldmdnnmcr!ylyuungfd]owuyw
mn\d.ﬁndmy\\lue.mmcﬂ\lngwddmlydtwncdmme.

'Docmr”lnid.“;h:youngm:nwbohmxghtmdnx-uﬂ.
who 13 he?”

“Oh, he's 2 prisoner ”

“And what s he in for?”

“Aurder " sald the doctor.

“And the one who hxs my instrumente?”

*“He s 2 murderer too.”

lt.bmgh:ofchnfe.[lowm'hzlngd:mmnrﬂurpnlp&
“\thdnymdo,Docwr”Inid,“:pcch]ﬁuh]murdaﬂ!?

“Yea, [ do,” the doctor ssid “Every time I hear about & met
dmbdnggimhfemnceluymﬁndw:wh:thndofi
fdlowheu.mxexflannxhlm,md-mrpxmnambcrd
them tum ont  be far sbove the average in Inteligence s2d
coopenutiveness, My X ray man 15 & murderer my head muoe B
& murderer mdxfyoummmydﬂngdsenmmdbcmyvﬂ'“
probably find it is delivered to yoo by a murderer Now what
can we get for you?”

I did the operstion In the morning, and never had berter
mhmfhmlhmyﬂfc.Wemcdcdlipcdﬂfﬁﬂ
bullt so we could pot the panent’s bacl in » cast, sometinog &
might take ten days to ger in Chicago, and It wss
overnight—by & murderer We had a deliclous Tmch served
€0 u3 by the prisoners, with & regular table setung of the ms!
forks and knives, end when we left, my nunc was
with a beautiful corsage by the prison gardener Maybe be was
» murderer too, but he kncw how to mise flowers.

To tell the truth, I was debighted to sec the monsle of thex
kammmmmmmkm
s fob of making themselves and ochers upprer wath char et

$mes smee Pre wondered whether it wouldn't be plessst
blmymhﬂtlﬂlﬁumhhmdrspmﬁhﬂiduuhﬂ
eway 1nd spend one s days belping in « prson bospral, Taido8
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flowers or pymg in the prson ofchestra and always belng
are of three meals & day Well, snyway once thar prison doc
tor got an assistant treined, he didn’t have to wotry about his
quitting his job right sway

Quite & few of the patents who were coming my way could
afford, even in those duys of the depremon, to pay me well for
wint I did for them. My theory on fees was, snd is, that »
penon commg to & doctor to be cured of & dissblity & not
like » woman going to the sore to buy & sk drew. The
woutn doesn't have to have the silk dress; the cam manage with
# cotton one or the one she has on. But the patient does have to
have the openition In order to get back a3 a useful member
of soclety snd wheress the store can refuse to sl the dres
the customer if she does not have the money to pay for I, the
doctor cannot refuse to perform the operstion. There ks no such
thing 3 the medical equivalent of a cotron dress snyhow Tbe
openstion the doctor dots oa the pauper for absofutely no
dmgenu!lbthemopumon—mlych:nme.lnwhinz
dhnmenmnnntofprvpnﬂon,mcmhwnmmuqdp-
m-nddm-p.dmnmc:nrdulpmcedum—ndxmhe
does on the mun or womin of great weakh.

When you get oght down to I, what the doctor is selling s
Fterally and completely priceless. There i3 no we his trying T
m-pﬂaugmn&mﬁmmhmmmm
patient can afford to pay

Bmhnwdou-doctmdevdop-pncdmlmmgpcophwbo
can make more than token payment for what be does for them?
I think the proces s frequenty that if # young docror hat had
good mainmg humlhrgeuumbctofpnmumdis{nﬂy
presermable, by the time be b thirty five or forty he will begn
mlnvequim-f:wp:dmuofhhmwhobcﬂmlnbimmd
mah!m—mdud\arnnn:berbmmommdmpcop\ﬁ
"mbenymgnktd\hm.bonthnnmdmcqnmﬂymmd
mompcapkwﬂlconwmhhoﬁicc-l:mmhhongmlmixr
pmmy—m-lckmdanufpsdmu.l:mygndmtemw-mxdﬂo-
chnmspﬂnkkdunongwhomthaewﬂlpmbﬂbiybel
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few who have considersble money or positon, and from them
he eventually acquires others in their familics, Fimally the old
g, who hat gamed wealth and suthonty by hs own cfforts,
gen something the matter with him, and calls 1 the doctor be
has come to know 2 the one who helped ont his wife or kb
children.

So the doctor goes to see the big man, Having slways bess
poor and somewhat m awe of people rich and powerful, he finds
himself up agrmst an mdrvidual who has grown up by alwiys
bang postive and t nght o e¢ Manshall Ficld sid,
*Ta be nght fifty-one per cent of the time i all you need to be
successful” Thess big men are sometimes the most agreeable
{dlwamzhewnrld,buttb.cymd\cmoudingmh}ewhmi
«comes ta bang sck. They ere bound and determined thar thiogs
shall be done the way they think they ought to be done, sd
metmyouugdxmrupngnmchdom‘:wmmbt
us panent by making hum mud, and on the other hand b o't
iampamntmdawh:thcoughtmdohommgﬁ"‘n‘
1 he ks the pauenr sy mek o loag h reputstion will
suffer becawse s man will leave him and go 1o another doc
tor Women patrents are ususlly not a3 duficult.

1 will never forger the ume I had with ome of our really
top-flrght basness lexders, whom 1 had aiways admired, snd who
came to me sfter 1 had performed » rether serdous operston
oa hu wife. He was a very lilkable man, and we were quite
frnendly Ho trouble was hus back, m which he had consider
able arthnins, mude wone by golf He rurped out to have #
furly scute infechon. 1 had s vacons mede for him from #
culture of hn own mfecnon, fitred hum with & SUppot,
hum be could play golf 1s long ss he didnt overda ft, and in
srvcied hum to come back ro my office and get # shot of the
vacaane every three days.

"\Vhymtlldmmmchcdmtumyum‘hculd.mbﬂﬂl
expecnay me 1o 12y no I told hum be could, if he waned 1o |
gave hun » hypodermuc syange and « boctke of his vaceine nd
showed hon how to wc them. He went to Californis for 2
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yacation, took his yaccines regulardy end for 1 year or two after
hhrctumgutnlougwhhw:mymur:mbk.phymggolf
s much &2 he wanted.

But eventually the ol difficalty showed up sgain In & woree
form and be came back to sct me. An X-tay showed that his
arthrrtis had Increesed, his back was saff #s a board op examins-
ton.

1 sud, “George, the tme fws come to do something che
for thes back.”

*Sach a3 what?™ he sald.

'Suchupurdngyuumbcdmﬂgn-lngyoumrulm
while we bestd you op™

'\Vell.[‘mnotgoh:qmbed."lzmd.‘w}xyun‘tywmn
me some more vaccines? They cured me hst tme.”

1 told him the naation wam't &3 easy this time s it bad been
thehz.wddntlwupdca]ym:hem:cmumldm
longer give him relief.

“Well® he mid, “how sboot my goig to Dr So-and-s0?
Th:ymﬂmhepuuummthmmdkudmgoﬂgmm
playing golf Two or three of my fnends have been w him
and they came out fine.”

1 waid, “You go to Dr So-and-s0, He s 2 fnend of mine snd &
good man_ Il mve you a note to him so he'll know yoa are not
my patient any more.”

Ipn:hdlﬂmoa-idumummhnx-nyh.mg
mm{h:nvdopqmddadu‘tbnr-wurdfmmhmumﬂm
dmmuﬂmu\dnh:awhmhnuif:(dcp}mrﬂmn
my office.

"Plnl.‘d\enld,'wmywcumeupmdneGmrgﬂ"

1 can’t. 1 sent him to another docror ™

'P:uLDrSo—cnd—mhn‘:do&memygood.H::old
Gmmﬂnm:hmguyoumldhhn.dmbehdmmyh
bcd,decorgewmrmylnbcd-Hcgenup-ndheﬂu
dﬂwlncjmbsmofbedmddurﬁ.h:dmnmm
umnd.Heh:m(dooewemlcdmzrh:doauhnmld
bim to do and he k't fit to Eve wrth.”
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Ifdtmrryfonharn}ccwomm,mdngmdmmpbyfon
drink on my wsy homs.
Gcamtwuinbedwhcnlgotdrmﬂehmmdhtdybcgmw
wmphmnbomhueondium.howmw:hhhbuckhumwhan
mpplcnmmﬂdngofhm
What did your docror tell you to do?” 1 said,
“Hepu!mmthmmsuonmcdmdidn‘tdomygw&
nnddxmhemd(h:nmnyoud)d.‘(}ombcd-"

“And did you?™

*Why sure, 1 went to bed.”

“For how Jong each day?”
“Hm:mybodnglunuw”h:uid.“l’mhnl"

'mehwymmhk?cumwmvdylmwﬁb-
out getting out of 1”7
“Well, I yust got op t0—~"

"Yﬂv"llﬂd,“youxustgotnpm—-l\’ou‘vcbemnpm
nh:vt,youvcbcmw:ﬂangucnnd,yun‘nbemmmlumh-
yonvcbeenactuhngnrm}endc;mdh\yourmYm
hvmtbemduwnwymrnﬂicc,bmﬁuuudoxuywﬁ
munmmy\ngmbcdnyourdoaurtoldymm'
“!dmtwtntdutfcﬂawumydocm‘rmymﬂﬁs”‘dd
George. He doesa t do saything for me.”

“You mean you don ¢ do enything for him.”

“Lmk"hculd.‘wtﬂyouuuﬁmnpmdtzﬂhlmyvu'n
going to ke care of me?”

1 smd, “No muhlymlmnedywammmmmdm'
ktupmhmmmmymowmmqﬁbewmamcmukﬂ
unofvau(l'nmﬂymmn,Gmxgc,z}nziflnhand
M)W"Emmbumeth@&uLYmmmm
m:uvcrtochchwplulmmmlbubmﬂatou)wmy"“
mgcingmmymbtd.ﬂ:tmywrhwk,mdukemcﬂﬁ‘
mt(hzclpmbc(oryou,mdlmmtgdﬂgmb:wm}’
brckeruig o say soggesmons or anythmg Now your o0 B
gumgtobcmmodmdmmmmmblfyoudanyw
mml&lmmkthu:pmhbtymmmnhbwedaﬁv



RING THE NIGHT BELL 13§

If you are not ready to obey orders, don't send for me, becxase
T'm not going to take care of you”

The very next morming he called me snd nald, “When are
you coming up to sec med™

1 mid, “T baven’t been called by yoar doctor yer.”

*“Oh, you damn dactory and your ethics!™

In » short thme, the other doctor called me up “Paul, for
heaven s mke will you go end tke carce of that guy? [ cn't do
snything with him, nd be won't do snythung T tell i

“Well, boy 1 could bave told you that when you sarted,” 1
skl, “Trouble is you aren't tough enough”

“T've been tough,” he mid, *but it docwn't make sny differ
ence with that fellow

1 calied Grorge wp and told him his doctor had called me,
amd now 1 was bis doctor and would be up to seo him that
afternoon. So up 1 went. George was not in bed. 1 just greeted
bim end tarned around and started oot

He sald, “Where are you going? You haven't done anything
sbout me yer.”

*“You haven ¢ dooc anythimg that you were told vet elther,”
I said, “end 1 hope you have s good time st whatever you do.
T'm going on home and get some dinner

1 would have Icft, tao, if his wafe hadn't sopped me at the
fremt door “Paul, dont you dare go out and leave that hyene
for me to live with snother twenty four hours' | can't smnd f”

“All right, my dear " I s2ld, “I'll mke ooc mare ) ™

1 went back In. “George,” | said, “go to bed. I'll have an
ambuhince bere tomorrow moming o tike you to the bosph
ul®

“Tm not going to any damn hospinl, end T'm not gowng to
bed,” be mid.

“T think you are” I sid. 1 st down and very quietly told
hhn‘htldnugh-bomhharmdwhyhelnd:hhmh:ck_
1 told him 1 was perfectly willing to exphin these things
Bim, bt 1 was not willing to have him tell me he wouldn't do
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snything I asked him to do *I like you persomally very mmch,
I sud, “but I haven't tume to fight with you every day and ave
you do nothing that I think u for your benefic”

“All mghe” he sald finally “send your smbuolmee I
don't sec why I can't ride over m my own csr Ifs waly
six blocla”

“Becxuse your own car will jolt you just enongh to et you
back probably a week In your recovery™ 1 repled. “Every
tie you stand op sraight or mr op Rrught, you put weight 00
two [irtle joints in the lower part of your spme that are well
inflamed and roughened, and I'm not gomg to huve them
Jnocked sround and take the responsibility for thelr gecrg
well ofter you ve damuged them some more. Yon re going over
flar on your back.”

S0 over to the hospital he went. I never had 4 mare cooperr
tive prtient. He got treatment, and 1 don ¢ mean maybe, nd be
never comphiuned about any of I, not even the extensioes we
put on both legs —and 1 was sure be would rase the roof
sbout them becsuse we had to shave his kgy fram the kneet
down o put them on. And he did dence at his sons weddsg
six weels later and played all the golf he wanted for s good
Ny yeam sfter that.

Peaple talk about 1 docror having a bedside manner good ot
bad. I dont know jost what that xs, but I do know dhat I found
it necemary to have & certabn firmness, 3 cerul good natury
#od 2 certain feeling for what my patient was feeling There ¥
0o me trymg to dnve my patients, | had to coavinee them that
what I ordered was what I thoroughly behered was gomg t belp
them, and that it would do them more good than p
with the halforay measures some of their wellmezaing fdends
might have suggested, And I had to keep them convmeed. Oce
of the great annoyances to me wes to have friends come B
after & pavent had been in bed for s week or so with a condl-
100 thit wey golng to rake xix weeks to cure, and rell kom all
about the wonderful doctor they knew up on the comer of
Halsted and Podunk Streets who would give han a mincafoas
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pink pill wth 2 green fringe on it that would cure han by the
day sfter tomorrow maorning if not soaner without any effort on
the patient’s part. Of course that’s what every patient wants the
pink pills with the green fringe make & Jovely mprexnon on
the mmd, Burt they don't really do mmuch far his backache.

Sdll, you can't sop people from wihing for mirscler. 1
understand they’ve been domg it for a few thomand years

1 have perfarmed only one germine, honest to-goodness foar
tecorcanat mrscle in my Hfe. That was qmro an experience.

One of my cases was s stone contractor fiving In the town
of Bloomington. He had hure himself Hfting a big chumk of
stone, and hed been fu bed for five months with pam in hk
Jower back end down hos keg

The mun came to sec me, and after pattmg hrm throvgh a
scries of examinations over sevenal days [ took hm up to the
operstmy room, gave him o Kttle gas and manipubated bim.
Mach t his surprse, and mine roo, in view of the length of
time be had been lald up, he pain dissppeared and m # few days
he wat able 10 go beck to work, wearing sn clastic support
aronnd his hupe, end under stuct wnstroctions to ket somebody
ebe do the hesvy Hfting

This stonemeson wes not a bit bashfol sbout mnging my
paanes in hn home town, end pretty soon 1 got 2 all to go
down to Bloomington and operate on ¢ friend of his who had
been Injured 10 an automobile sccident. In this man, the spmml
eord was completely crmhed end there was nothing to da for
bim. he would always be panlyzed from the pomnt of injury
down — a tregic type of injury with which [ was very familize
from my worl. In the coal mines. There sre no mirsckes when the
spinal cord fs crushed,

T wna claaning up after this discounging operation, when
doctor came into the dresdng room snd esked if 1 would go
with him to scc another panent, abo a friend of the sronemason.
This mun had been paralyred and in bed for four end a half
yﬂr‘.uﬂwumdomlyagumhnmeboknhmOf
course I mid 1 would, aktboogh i dxdn’t sound favarsble to me,
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A man who had been m bed for four and a half yean mox
have & prewry serioms injury and I doubted that anybody codld
do anythung for him.

The doctor took me to a medium-szed frame honse where
the man was Iying m the front room where he could look
out the window His hostary was that he had been in the employ
of the nailrosd for about twenty years, a steady worker smd 2
good reliable mam. He owned his own honse, his three children
were getrmg therr education end hy wife was # pillar of the
community One day at his work, he stooped over to pick
something up, and just then an tic-tammer tool flew out of the
bammer described o parabols of twenty or twenty five feet end
srock hum in the back. The company doctor a former infem
of mmne st Wesley cxumined him and found nothing more
tenons than & brolse on his back,

Some dme later the doctor was called to the mins hoos
nd found lum lylng in bed with a paralyshs of both legy, fnsistmg
that he coald not get up.

Another exsmination and pew X rays did not prodece tay
evidence of mjury o the spme. The case dragged on end fimlly
the company settled it for ten-thowsand dollire Ope of the
docmnprcdxctcdrtutthunnnwouldgctwdlpmypml’dy
when that ten-thourand dollar greenback plaster was apphied, bot
Lbirdldnthppen.ﬂﬂ:mwunormﬁ_ugcm Nefther was his
wfe. While her nsband lay fn bed, she had a secoad cooking
fuoge brought into the back perlor of the house, and weat into
the botmess of baking ples, cakes and cookics for the neghbor
hood.'rhcyv'tregbod,ulunu:nﬂybtcuunlhcglnm‘m
after [ exsmined her hushand,

1 made a thorough examination of the man, and found definite
symptoms, oot of malingering but of hysteria — that Is, x parsk
Y= resutong from « meatal block rather than sy Injary 10 the
spmal column or physical fnterference with the perve kmpubss
mb’@*ﬁcmmlﬁngdgnwudwcmdrdoﬂofthul@
themselves, Anybody who has been lying fn bed for four years
with panalyss camed by mjury to the perves will have nothing
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but Ettle spindly legs with almost no muscles on them, snd the
mumbed a0d undernourshed flesh will be practically certain
to develop bedsores. This man had not lost any flesh from his
ks and had po bedsares. When 1 quesnoned bim, he scemed
endrely convinced that the sirh tool had dipleced a
vertehra in hiy gune and ther the vertebm was preming oa hs
spinal cord. He awured me with » good deal of vebemence that
the doctors who had told Idm otherwse were mursken, s0d the
evidence of it, perfectly comvncing to him, wes that there he
Eed been lylng in bed for more than four yeans while b wife
supported the family when all be wanted in the world was w0
Bet up and go back t worle

I took the Jocal doctor cunide and sid in a Jow volcs that 1
W g this was 2 case of

“Now” I aid, “I'm galng back In there and make tome
perfectly wmgodly stutementy to this man. They will make me
sound Hie & complete cherhtan, but if my dhagnogts s correct we
may get a core®

‘We went hack.

“Now" I mid to the man, I beliere your estimatlon of
whit s wrong with you is the correct ooe. In spite of what the
doctors sy you have o doplaced verrebry, and that bs something
which T em sure we can cure. If you will come to the hospiml
in Chicago we can send you home in ten days carrying your
own smirese.”

“Ten days}” he mid, “Carrying my own saitease!®

T said that was nght, My resson of saymng ten days was that
in curing & hymem onc mmt slways set & tume i, Then 1
mid, “Do you want me to tike charge of you, or is there
someonie el you would prefer?”

“Oh, no,” he mid, with perfect sssurunce, “I want you, Dr
Megnmon. You cured my friend, the sronameson, jue ke you
nid yos would™

So 1 felt sure he had the fmplcir faith in me tnt wis emen-
th! in treating hus real condiddon. | told hkem he could come to
Wesicy Hotprtal whentver be Hled, and 1 Jeft thar boose without
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bsving made any agreement with him s to when he was to
come,

I took the hire afternoon train bacl to Chicsge. The mem
monﬂngwhculgutdmvnto:h:hoq:ml,hemwmy
paralyzed fnend from Bloomington, already admirted and wart
ing for me to start treatment! He had come up on the 3 ase, main
lying on & stretcher in the baggage car
In order to muke doubly sore of the disgnosis, 1 called n
Dr Lewis Pollock, profesor of neurology at Northwester,
mdtbonpsythhmofgxmmml—lc-ppmndnfwml
s2id T was going to do 1 trred to tamn the case over to Pollock,
but he surd, “No, be believes in you and youre the onc O
cure him.”

We smrted treatment that very day Throughout the e
tire sequence, I felt Eke o perfect frand, bot if this was part of
the trestment, bt was like ey other prescription: jt fud to be
taken,

To make things ss mmpressive a5 possible, I got my estsuants
and Iterns together all in thar white uniforms, end had them
follow me fnto the man s room. 1 sad, “Now we are going to
put some extennions oo you which will stretch your spine fur
enough so that we can pac that displaced vertebrs back meo
phcr_Wewiﬂhvetmewdghuonyuu:lep,lndmpm
head In & hamess fastened to the bead of the bed so the welght o
your kgs woa t pull you out of bed.”

He sad he understood, 50 [ hsd the interns fix the extennon
StTp3 (o his legs with adhesive tape, then we put two pulkcys
o0 the foot of the bed and hung rwenty pounds of suhweights
on each leg A forty ponnd werght pullmg on s person’s kg
rw‘cury-!ourl'nunld.lyis(oohuvyfarcomfombmdutm
never compluned He really wanted to get well —and that,
ofcvunc_h(hedxﬂcfmbctm‘hynmcmdlmﬂneﬂﬂ
Hyucmls-trnefmcocmlcmﬂ.rdon,jmuhmnm!
other disease.

We kepe that man in hs streechung epparstus for two fall
days. He oever onered a word of complunt sbout the dis-




RING THE NIGHT BELL 241

camfort; in fact he objected  our taking the leather tuker
off brs head long enough for him to eat. T wisfted him severul
times & dav and exch time T had a group of interns and nurses
standing back of me to give my wsit the proper impresive
qualey [ had no trouble collecting # crowd of watchers because
there wes 2 lot of cudoesty about this case around the hompral
On the turd day we wheeled a cart into the room, and 1 wld
hen bes back was now stretched far enough, we were gomng w
Temove the weights, ke him up to the operatng room and
fix that verrebra. Three of uws then very carcfully @ifted hum
omo the surgicel cart and took him down the hall to the ele
Yator with the crowd followmg us. We made & big fuss oot of
teilng the clevator operstor not to jar his car becamse this
patient mast not have any shock to hny spine. We rode crmtiomly
up to the sixth floor and wheeled lum mto the opersting room,
and while the snesthewst slowly gave hum gas, I lectured che
emembled multirede on hos “dephaced vertebra,” how we were
going to slip it back 1nto place sod what the results would be,
80 that rry words were percohiting mto his cars the whole thme
he was going under

At length, when he was uncomscioos, we turmed bmm over
on hn face and o good hmiky inrem snd I stood there and
spenked his back with the firts of our hands, from hs shonlders
down to the end of hrs spme, until our pakms were practically
blistered and his back wes good and red, which coaldn't do him
wmy harm st all, bat ereated the smaton of something having
been done to his brck. Then we tumed fum over agam and ket
him come out of the g, and [ gave enother lutle lecrure, ths
ome explunmg to the crowd tht we had shpped the verrebra
back into phice, snd that in three days the man wouald be able to
wall. Once sgain we lifted him carefully to the crr, cutentd
the clevator operatar pot to ket lam be jarred, very solicitously
wheeled him back to hss room, lud hm tenderly back in bed
and told him he must not move.

1 never saw an individoal Lie 50 modlonless for #1 many hours
a3 that man did. He would not even let the norses pot a bedpan
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undee him. we had to wse wads of gauze and cotton. After three
days of tius, we were ready for the hist act of our [itde drame,
gnd we had sanding room only in that hospital room. I stood
st the foot of the bed, while an intern furned back the covens
#nd 2 nurse dressed the man in « Jong gown and & pair of socks.

‘Then, rather qukedy [ sedd, “Sit up.”

He started to remonstrate, One of the men at the side of te
bed resched out to give him s hand.

“Dont help him," I said. *He doesnt need help.” I repested
to the patient, “Sit up. You can.”

And he mdsed himself to a sitting posinon with his kegs
straight out 1n front of him, which #5 a rather difficulr poston
 hold unless you bave fairly good muscles end fairly flexibic
ones, I let him gt thet way for » minute of two, end then |
sud, “Now put your feet out of the bed.”

He started sgun to protest, and I sud sgain, “Pot yoar feet
out of bed. You can” He tarned hinrelf stock bs feet oat of
bed and bent his knees so that his feet rested on the floor. I had
onc of the nurses put his slippers on. He sat thero for s fe¥
minures looking rather bewildered, and then 1 sud, “Send vp”

One of my co-comspirators started o agaln help him and I re-
peated, “You heard what I told you. He doem't need help. |
torned back to the patent. “Mr Jones, stand up.”

Hc raised humself to his feet and stood stralghe for the firt
time in four and & balf years, Behind me I heard the people B
the sudrence suck in therr breaths with ssronishment. 1 et bim
stnd there just bong enough to reale what be had already dooe,
then went around to the de of the bed, held out my hands palos
up, and tud, “Put the tips of your fingers on the palms of oy
hands. We are going for 2 walk.”

I backed out the door with him following me into the Joog
all

“Now you aan go it elone,” | said,

He was a hnde afraid bt 1 walked backwerds In front of
hum, and that way we went to the end of the hall, whers I stood
while he tumed sround.
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*Now go on back and get to bed. You re all through. Youre
well” T sald. “Tomorrow you'll carry your sultcass upstun.™

The next day everybody In the hospital who could ger freo
was on hand to watch him carry hb saitcase up & shore fiight of
stars and back down again True, the suitcase was empty
but he did it. He went home in ten days jost as T had mid he would,
curying his sustcate, with his clothes m 1t, the happiest man
you ever sw

As Jong e3 that man lived, If be cver beard of 2 peron who
ad o Injured spine, he would drive ¢ bundred miles fn his
sutomobile to tell im to go to Chicago and see me- 1 would
weod m home walking in ten dayy carrying his suresse
That got me into a Jot of trouble becsuse some of these
injured patients were never going to walk sgain. Thy b one of
the hazards of helplng people get well It is very rewarding to
have a patsent s grattude, bot & is swfolly hard on the doctor
when he het to tel] the nexr pardent, whom he an’t cure, that
be bs doomed to & wheel chair or bed for the rest of hus hfe.



Chapter Sixteen

A»oUT THIS TIME 2 patient named M. Thompson came
ta my office. She sad she had been told by friends that T wa e
peczabist, 1 edmitted that 1 was a spechlist on some thungs but
not very many She came back several dmes and then thero wo
an 1nterval during which I did not sce her
About two o clock one morning I was awakened by the ring-
g of my telephone, It was Mry. Thompson She sald het
daughter was scutely [ and asked if | would come snd have 2
look at her Thewr phece was pot far awsy Those were the
days when, i that empty spartment, 1 was always glad to have
the night bell nng no matter what dme f was, [ thnk 1
would not have munded gering s call from the stockyards 8
in the pist. "Hey Doc, we got a mn here busted his foot
kicking the drawbar Can you come?™ I dressed fost and went
down to the Thompsons.

1 found # shm fur ajred girl wih gray eyes that bod 8
sparkle of humor in them in spite of the discomfort she ws
bavng She had the clawc symptoms of sn ecute sppendic
She wis perfectly composed. Her symptoms scemed comparz-
treely mild, the pawn had been prosent only am hour or so and
she had no fever 1 deaded it war mfe to wait and have ber
ukmtoth:hmpcu]m(hemmlnguhi&wdﬂﬂ‘-ﬂ"h’d
uhlghbloodcoummdmmjnncdﬂmdir}h(heﬂgfuddcoﬁi‘
hd lop d that g an plicared appendec
tomy and subsequently went to sec her a3 often as 1 could
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When vou heve 2 patient down flat m bed and meapable of
getnng away It b essy to convince her thar she must Lsten
to you. I starred scling Lanrs Thompson 2 Wil of goods while
the was at the hospal, and I kepe b up after she went home
o convalesce. The bl of goods wes me.

1 might remark thet it was quite & plece of selermanship, She
wis cighteen yeam younger than 1 and croemely stiractive.
She wes domly witty well ed 4, widely traveled
and jmmemely popnhbir But she had no way to get me oot of
the house. And so Laurs Thompson and I were marned that
fall. We decided we would Eve on the farm [ owned ot Durdee,
m Jdea which appealed to me tremendousty Before the weddmg,
we drove out there a number of times.

Neither of us wanted a big church weddiog She mid, “As
Jong 18 1 em golng out to the comtry to fve, I woakd like to
be married in that country snd why not m that pretry lide
church oa the hill?” So we stopped n to look at the church
oe day We had to get s key from oae of the farmers, because
the bulldmg had not been used for a mumber of years, It
w3 pretty messy indde and needed a bot of cleanmg but the pews
were will there and the old organ, one of the old-fashioned
knod I hadnt scen for yean, was sull up near che pulpl. We
could sco that there were some leals in the roof and we didnt
know wint we were gomg to do shout that until we mentioned
It to Lantas mother and che said, “\Vell, Il have 1 reroofed,”
which she did. She abwo had it cleancd and had snother coat of
palat put on the oatside. Then she had two hrge pyremdal codan
phmted on esch side of the front door and with ns wall sreeple
It looked about as srractive 83 anv New England chorch 1 have
seen.

When these sctivines started, the naghborhood began to be
very much interested n our wedding and mamy of the old
settlers came around to call, mcloding the former mumster of that
church, then over nmetrv vears of sge, who told ws that the
chureh tad been buik in 1848 He gave me the name of the first
minbter and sad that there had been qure 2 number of Jnduns
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In the coogregation. Durng the Qvil War the bullding
had been used a3 8 recrufting smuon. So this sdded a linde exm
romance to our wedding It made Laura a part of the coamunxy
lmmediately and extablished many friendships for her

Laura and [ took & really extended honeymoon six months
abroad. Part of 1t was just for the sake of traveling and seefng
what there was to see, but I abso had planned that durdng this trme
I would wnte s book which I would try to make the ke word
on the human back.

For three months we lived in Hampshire, which pm me
prerty ciote to Londen, the Britnh Mmeum and the Royal
College of Surgeons. We hud # Jovely howse, completely fur
nished down to the last teaspoon, end staffed with marrelous
English servants, and ir hed four hundred scres of grounds
full of partridge, pbeasant, rabbit and hare,

I had mot expected mnch sttention from the Jocal gentry
because I had disregarded the advice of my Chicgo friends and
had not bochered with letters of introduction, bat one day &5 1
Was coming back from the greengrocer’s — doing the marketmg
It one thing I always enjoyed, and sdll get a kdck out of —

tended and polshed Rols-Royce with a chaoffear
#nd ¢ footmn on the box, turned to our driveway behind me,
and out stepped the ltdy who owned the big conntry house on the
hill, and her oster in-bw My arms were ennrely occupled by
two huge bags of groceries, so I sald, “If somebody will puh
l‘hedoorbcllldlhkwcclngcth_"

One of them puthed the button and they came and had te,
both of them standing up the whole ime with thelr becks to the
ﬁrtphce.uhmllud:rea]hlummubhzcm not one of
those brtle two-sticl. English things. When I mid I wis & sar
geon, they mked whether i America I would be called “Doc-
tor” or “Mister ™ and I sud it was all right to call me Doctor
Then they sked 1f I was & woman s specualist, and If 5o, sarely 1
knew women from tap to bottom, and I sid I was ot 3 wom='y
spechlist and absolutely did not know women from top to bot
tom.
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They lmghed st that, and so the lcc was nkecly broken.
Soon afterwards they had ol the neighborhood in to the big
howse to meet us. We were invited to bumt, which of coure
fox hunting, which we did not do- bot we did shoot
a

in England which were just about the same 13 the Chicago gang
wan, wo hexrd a great deal kas on that sobyject.
My greet book on backs, “Injuries and Disesses of the Spine,”

pablished. It seill rests in o small suitcase on my closer shelf
becante when I read it over 1 decided I dldnt know cnough
to write the kst word oa backs,

We went back home st bat, and [ was really ready to plck
UPBWpfmmdmytuchmmllndkﬁﬂmllnd
mpmiecnttouxfum.mo.l)uﬂnzd'ns:nﬂtfcwyum
we enlarged the phce considensbly We moved the ongiml
bouse down the hill and across our Brke pond on the et
54 built ¢ new and bigger one, We wound up with six hundred
actes 10d 1 fine herd of milk cows, owned, developed, and run
by Leurs. We abo had horses, chackens, mathard duclky —md
phessants. There ks s story behind those pheamnts.

One of the things 1 hnd brooghr back from Enghnd was
a0 inrense edmirsdon for the way those people armanged to
gtt good shooting The sccret was in the Englsh hw which
allowed ¢ man o shoot 1 much a3 he wanted to on his own
place. This | ed the hind to meresse the
grme-blrd population of his ficlds and woodlinds For centuncs,
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it had been standard pracuce for the big estates, and the sml
ones too, to rase phessants untl they were old enough m
fend for themselver, and uy to protect them from predatory
animaks.

Bot 1o this country probably became politiclans are scared
of offending voters who don't own & loc of bmd, the sae
gume laws osually make « lindowner shooting on his own hnd
subject to the sume rules snd regulations es the hardware clerk
from town who gers out with & ghotgun on Sstorday When
1 ramed some phessants on my place, 1 was told 1 coukdn’
shoot them wathout # lrcense, snd 1 could ot shoot more thm
o cocks & dav or have more than foor in my posserion ®
any tume, snd if [ happened to bug s female phessine, 1 wo
guilty of the next thing to wurder i€ not & bresch of ctiqoene
So why gv to the rouble and expense of rumung them?

My fecling was that if the law was that fookih, the law ought
to be changed. But how was 1 guing to chenge b2 I cond gt
up ¢ petruon, form sn agocistion and starr & movement, b
the lzaak Wakron Lesgue had been doing just that for thiny
years without getrng anywhere, and 1 thonght that in smother
thuty yas [ probably wouldnt have the eyedght to ¢ &
bird on che wing or teeth 1o ext him with. Right now wis
the e

! #ac down and very carefully composed a letter 0 D
frind Charley Thompson, a lumberman who had been pre
valled upen to take the job of Commissoner of Conservation.
1 informed hun that on such end such & day —and | nmed
the exacr date —1 was golng to shoot a ben phessant 0 &7
propery  and 1 wished he would send his game warde 0
arTest me.

That leter had barely time to get to the sate capatod in
Spnngheld when my phone rang and it was Charley Thompson

“What the helt are you starting pow yon damn Sweds?™ be
shauted.

“Matung [ o just gamg to ahoot & phexsant.”
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“Soppose | bave you purched?™

“Thats what [ want Then I can show everybody how
sinine the pame bws are” 1 said “Yoo muale people buy
licenses to shoot over their own cover you arrest them for
carrymg & loaded gun on a road, even if it 2 roed wholly on
thelr own lind. The hw wis dmfed when there was plenny
of public land, but now there isnt & square foot sill in the
public domain. The munute your geme wardens enter my place
and arrest me for shooting = phezsant T mised and that has
never been off my place, they re guilty of trespasung ™

“Well, Paul,” he said, “what 1of the phessant you shoot hnt
one of yours, but is one of the ones the soate raned?™

“Charley ™ 1 said, “if the state of Illmors has any phessanss
on my lind, eating my crops, I'm going to shoot em.”

“Darmn you,” mid Thompson, “always stardng « fight!”

“No," I suud, “I'm just going to male the hwy make senee”

1 shot 2 hen phessant on the day 1d sald [ would end my
friends and 1 dud a lot more shooung ea my plce without
our ever scemg any wardens with warrants for our arrest
1 1ho Lept on hatchung and ramsing birds. Prerty soon the word
got spread around town, a3 1 mad known 1t would be, that the
law was bemng broken up at Pond Gate Farm, end one Sunday
poon | dropped mto the town pool hall where 2 number of
the Jocal boys were takdng their ease. | was greeted with catcalls
10d wimecrzcky. T went over ro the mble from wiich most of
the nobsc seemed to be coming took off my ghsses and said,
“There wouldn't be anybody round here looking for trouble
would there?™

There wasnt.

Then 1 mud, “Now lsten, felows, you ail know theres
shooung on my plice. You can hear 1. And yoa know were
nar shooting ot dead leaves or on cans. 1 know j our reaction.
Youre saying to younelves, Heres o big gy from Chwesgo
getting away with somethmy wed get pnched for bt that
rght?”
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“Yeah, thats right, one of them mid, and another oot
grnuloddut:flwu:boodngdlchcp%uxmu.lmrm
there golog 1o be sny left for them?

'I‘mnorshooungmyblrdsdmwouldrm'chcmmmd
fnryoumhunq']ukd.‘lmkcd:ﬂthmtdrdsmvﬂﬂnd
putrhanwnAndyvuundodwm’l‘hx‘:nh:lam
in here today to cell yoo.”

Theyumcdmkmww}urlmumbydnt.mﬂlﬁ
'\mgengroupmgnhcrmdmmournmﬁnndavdw
noou.andr’ll:bwvyouho-wyounnmmnmphﬂﬂm
than yon can eat”

Out they cxme. T exphined to them thet whet T had dher
wmﬂynmfmlxbam:ddmmycoopﬁmdhm
hotmmycover:dmmyifortbcgrmgdﬂd&bwa”
)'oungbirdsnmfed.dwrdforhccmdmhuvﬁtukmﬂ"
of I gave those fellows two humdred pheasiar eggs #od 3
cnup]eofmycou‘;n,mdmldd‘bﬂ'nmnkclpﬂchnfw
hind e plne it with soybeans sod kaffr com, which @i
grow ahout snywhere, to feed thesr birds,

Those fellows weat wsy looklng et each ather and i
in low tones. Iunvoycnnwthdi.udntmgionllfo‘mm
Sportymen s League with 2500 membery, end the pheasnts w7
really phenfol 1 thowght my pome bad been proved suffickenty
mwe\\vuldgawh:t\mmnmd.Acmwdnfmmm
to Sprmgfield co the Abraham Lincoln Hotel, and pot oa *
pbmnr&mmwﬂch(}udmhﬁmmthcmm’xﬂ
of the Deparunent of Conservation end the Mcerested co
mittees of the legulatore. At thar disner the boys from 1
Fox Rrver Sportimens Lesgue spoke very effectively aboct
the necowiry of changmg the Lwy to make fr adrantigso®
to rase snd release phessan, and lengthening che season 1ot
the ooar wha would do It, thereby produciog en aus o™
for the farmer st « tme when be didnt have anything €50
1o harvest,

’l‘}nrw:sn‘t;mmcor:womcumrﬂmnmumm
voter in the state thar ever fikied to get ot in the open coBTY
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in the sotumn and thoot himself s swell dumoer like the one
our goests had Just absorbed. We got our hw It prondes that
If 2 mon mrses game, snd notifies the Srate Comervaton Com-
misgon that he 1 potting loose 2 hundred birds, he gets sevenry
fire tagn which he can put on birds after shooting them, making
them legal As far as I was concemned, ther was e rather gen.
erous allowance. We never got more than sty birds for s
tumdred we rised and set free. Bor we had wonderful sporr,
and 50 dos crerybody else mn the statc who has kalf en scre
of land and the patience to raiie a fow birds.

Profesionally the 303 were my tome of gresrest snccess and
bigges: reputatfon. This was very fine except that m mde me
vulnerable to 1 certin emount of unwanted pubkicity

QOne afremoon 1 reporter for the Cucago Dy News alled
me mnd sid, “Doctor, we undersind theres o litde girl beng
seot down to you from Vermilllon, South Dakot, What are
Yyou gomg to do for her?™

I nid, “I dont know what I'm gowng to do for ber becanse
I haven't heard snything sbout a Erde gid from Vermilhon,
South Daloes, What's the marter with ber?”

“She s got one legy shorter thn the other,” the reporter said,
“ard her doctor out there miked to you st & medical mecung
some phrce, end now the Kiwanit Clob of Vermilhon has rased
# fond to send ber down to you to make her short kg the tame
length as the other ooe. Wed lke the story from your
angle.”

*I'm sorry ™ 1 wid, “but this call of yours s the fint T've
heard of this. I dont remember any doctor speaking o me
sbout eny such cwse, If yon wimt mformstian, you'll have to
get it from somewhere ebse.”

It seems he took my sdvice, becamse be got enongh denils
from Sowth Dakota to wnte s fur-szed sob story sbout the
town that was paying to send the Lirde qurl to Clucago for
trestment. This was the time the mory of the gul with the
upside-down stomach, which had had a0 much pabiickty |
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the papesc all over the country was just abott runnmg ot of
gnufuumynmnhmmconwmd.m-ppamndvm

were tielded to find some other child to pick oo md
make headlmes aboot.

In the mormmg s}l the other papers phoned me, end the)
all got the same answer That evenmg the Triduss tracked o
to Lake Forest where my wifo and 1 were spendmg the night
with my mother m-lrw and told me the child was alreadv o8
the tman on the way down to see me. The conrersston RER
on for some time without thar getting & single thing from me,
bt when I opened my paper on the commumng train to town
the next dav there wa & big headiine story and my mame
phyed vp

mhnkg'\rhmh\m(}uasoamethmughscm
where the newspapers swelled up with civic pride ahout the
St Paul boy who was going to perform this mimculons curt
They called up Father and wanted ta kaow if he hed 2 phote-
graph of me. Of course Father had a photograph of me, 1md
hc“ukmdafpmudof}wmmhepnkmdmﬂﬁ
uwpubﬁsbednmm.pmeof:bcmguxmndﬂbc
nde the cran m the St. Paul mation The following aftermoad
nmlgotmdwhaspndduewenlbout:duzmrtpdw
oa the sidewalk they chmbed all aver me with qn:mcit‘l!‘md
wanted me fo pase with the girl. I told them they coud £t
the hosprtal supermtendent with her but not me. 1 knew nathing
ebout the case.

Now undemesth ol the distastcfol fou and feathers, these
wis one thing that couldn v be overlooked 2 lmtie guel who s
dsabled by s terrible deformay and whose family had bet
Yed 10 believe 1 was the man who could help her

She tarned out to be a curcdooking Eutle gird of five o
ut, nd when { exsmmed ber 1 found she had one kg YO¥
much shorter than the othes and besides that, she fad a e
geuna) upward dalocaoa of the bup on that side, sa thm there
w3 really s tremendons difference between the lengths of bet
two kg
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1 didnt know whether 1 wanted to try operating or just

put o brace on her that wounld partully compenmte for the
difference between

§
if
g
g
:
]
£

care that they were pnntmg was makmg me look
Iike the demnedest queck m the workl I decided I netded
elp.

goc

buxlen:n:omofir.ﬁewncd-l-‘mdmdnwd:eonly
dhing T ever mid to the papers shoat this case was, “T baven't
anything to tell you. Sce Dr Fihbem o the Americsn Medical
Associstion”

However, there are ahrays some peopke hanging around who
want to pmke something out of nothmg and before we had
ﬂmdcodedwhnwecnnldoroould.n‘tdaforthclin}agn‘l,
lm-permwmwmmﬁmdnEthlmlehﬂuCom-
n&urccf(heC!ﬂmgohlcdmlSwﬁycn-ppurbdmm
forthwith and snswer # charge thet T bad sooght el this pub-
iy

Itmtcanmm(mmemlppurounhed:mdty
bad chosen, and 1 threw the notics n the wastebesiet.

Itwuod-bomdnp:ummaumuhudﬁnu.m
sl wesm ¢ 8 chance tht #a operstion could do any good. We
Cwldnotpm}lylmgthmdmdnld‘skgmonmmabom
ﬁffypﬁccmoflhcmwtkwﬂdmnmcd.mdhercon-
xuﬂhlldpcm&donwnmb:ddmdmcmmmcy‘bg
mmakznnewuhn\chhr}mmrlﬂnmmopcmim.
wuﬂni-bnc:v.‘hxhbdmmnmnkypudfor
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That was the end of the newspaper hurrsh, bot not of the
Chicago Medical Society They kept sending me sommonses,
which I kept treatmg the sume way st the fist ooe, and fimlly
they threatened to expel me if I didac show vp and anvwer
the charges m penon. 1 was not worrled, becrmse mv cone
saence was clear but oae day my fnend Bill Holmes, who
was now professor of medicine 2t Northnwvestern, collared me i
lhﬂmylndmd.“PauLyoudebdongmapmfuﬂan,
and 1t has to have some organranon. It has to have lws and
rules, and they are for your protection s well a5 the protection
of the community T dunk, m jusuce to the medical professon,
you ought to go before the Ethical Rehoons Commurtee and
tell them the arcumstances, 1 would slso asl Alorrs Fishbein
to appear "

1 decided Bill was right. I was being smbborn and making
myself objectonable by the stund I had mken. So I made
armangements to testify before the committee one evening st
81 o clocl, and 1 knew thit by the time I appeared they woakd
bave heard the whole story stratght from Dr Fishbeln.

On my way I sropped end bought some roses to take home
mmywﬁc.lwnlkedlnrodnmqmnhtccmommn'ywd*
Toses, wrapped in green waxed paper through which the thorms
Lept sucking me 1n the arm, and all of & sudden I couldn
renst taking s dig at those fellows who hed made me so moch
trouble,

h}’mslhtrmoulﬁn}eddemhlc.lnid,%‘n't!ﬁ
dnidulmbdngmgdmunpctcooﬁemgmmﬂ!‘-
Asfunlmmm:d,mep;nmmkdwﬂumwﬂd!
bave wounded me about a5 much a3 youre tried t woond
me with thus damn mvesngaon of yours, Let s get to it.”

T told them the story and was out of there In torenty mintes
Undoubtedly I should have gone mruch earlier but fe lrmostes
me 10 be hauled before a eribumal of any kind, whether by ¢
wraffic €0p or my own colleagues. I suppose this shows I bare
4 bolier-than-thou aratude which I am not coutled to, but thats
the way the gnmal 15 made, so thats i
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In this period, T had some very famons people ss my padents,
and ¢ great many mors who were not particnlardy well known
bur had some highly interesting and complicsted things wrong
with them.

There wis Sally Krahn.

One Sonday moming I heard o car drive op to our front
door at the farm. It was u rather worn-down, rusty-ooking ar,
and out got 1 young couple carrying an Infaor. 1 went o the
doar to meet them, prepared to tell them that jf the child wes
1 panent they would have to hring 1t to me in town. Bar the
mother looked at me with such 2 pleadmg Jook when the mid,
*“Doctor, we ve hrought our baby to you, and there i samething
terribly wrong with herl® thet right sway 1 thought since thi
wn Sunday morning, 1 might es well do my Boy Scomt trck
todsy and see this baby

1 told them t bnag her fn. I removed some magmines
from the bl in the entrance hall, sand the mother laid the

i

\Vlthlhexvyhnn,lnidmrbmymgpmm'\’ou'ﬂ
have to bring the baby Into the bosptal™
“1Vill she need #n operauon?™ the mother saked.



256 RING THY NIGHT BrLL
“T can’t tell you,” 1 saig. “Right now ¥ wouldn ¢ know how

the baby to Chucago the followtng day

Mywsfcwumhcrdrudngmom,lumbvdﬂmmmd
s, "I wish [ were o plumber or & brickhyer or wnything
ather than a doctor ®

She fooked P M surprse. *Why

I sud, %tchddlm-temﬁccmmulddmrv Her
FPME 8 in ternible shape, T havent the shightest ides of how 1
nmgohxgmmrm::ﬂ\nthmg beesuse 1 have never sen o
cxse of rrved deformuey end panalyny jost like this before.
lrcncvcrcvmstmnensemcnrepomd.hwﬂlmﬂfﬂf
more wisdom end forenghe than I e gor”

My wife aid, “Youq find some way Youre going to tre x,
arent you?

“Sure Tam, | gad "I I dont, shell spend ber Be m 2
wheel chair — v hae Iife she hax.

T soll huve the whole set of X rave we had made of Intke
Sallv ot the tume when she was brovght mro the haspital end
then rghr through the fifteen yeary or more that 1 had her
under my care and 1 cannat look st them without marveling
¢ what Narure wall do ety just & Jrtle help from the doctor
opeciih of he knowy nough fiot to sttempt to correct by
Urgery renthing he sees thaty out of plice, No, I didn¥
operate

b bepan by Putung the ehulds back and hups in s cest to
=t bring her fegy into more or less normal posmon, It wrs

e & strucrype Durmg the nexr few yary, 1 had her m

Tt dfecent kinds of casts than § cen remember pulling and

TR this way ad gy war uanl we got the dislocation
Novimht hee oot .
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to Sally s Jegs were not dead bat merelv 5o exposed and tmgled
with heavy tsues that they had hecome choked or wngulated
tomehow and therefore the impubes were pot gerung through.
The one W2y to reactrvute them ws to get the child o we
those log mutcles, and we cooldnt wmt ontil she was old
enough to understand. by that time the nerves would have
been really gone. So I said to the mother, when Sall; wws
ready to creep, “If she wana anvthing never get ©t for her
Put it somewhere on the floor where she can get 1t, and let
ber go after it heryelf, Whatever happens, no matter how much
she cries, don ¢ belp her”

Everybody who hes ever rumed s child knows bow Iard jt
n, when & gme Intle youngster starts crymy for somethiog
to rosst ic snd when the child is sck or enppled, it B o
humdred tmes harder But that young conpke proved as solid
13 2 rock. Heavy cast and all, lirde Selly dregged berscelf around.
She developed a freedom of ectom that you woukdne have
believed possible with the deformity she had, and slowly her
mcles began to come under the control of ber nerver It
was & great day when that bude child swod up m her cas,
tnd & grester one when, althongh the tlr of ber pehs made
onc kg moch shorrer than the other she walked!

1 thonght the tme hed come when we could lewen the
pamful pullng and hsuling on vanows jomts and muscles. [
made her 2 new cast, covering ol her toro.

As she grew she wanted a tricycle, which T sdvsed her
parenny to get her and which ghe pumped o)) over the nerghbor
hood. The year she was ready for fint grade, she wked for
t breycle. It scemed Incredible, but top-heavy o the east
made her she kamed to balmee hemself on her blevele =
well o3 any child, and she rode 1t to school, much to the
emxlery of her mother and fether —and of her doctor But
she dud it

A)-ururmhrcr‘bunhcyulcdmudt:ouldnkc
gymnastics, | sald, “Let her nke everything they give in the
schoo] even with the cast on, sho can do most of ™ And
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when she was sbout nme or ten 1 fimlly took a big chance
and removed the caxst entirely Every moming snd evenmg
Sally s mocher guve her specual exerclses under my mstructiont,
and by the time that child was fourteen or fifteen 2l her
muscles were well developed, slthongh she still had the curra-
tare of the spine and a nked pelvs.

I still geo Sally from dme to mme. She now does every
thing she wunts, including danang 1 pever evened her kgs
up with 2 tughsoled shoe because her back wis 5o strong 1
felt the comstant cffort to hold herself smight would be good
for her She walks a little on tiptoe on ono side, bardly Lmping
at all,

Every ume 1 se her 1 get a fecling of havmg done
things for thet child thar I could not possibly have thonght
of by myself Ay hand was guided and my judgment controlled
by something beyond and above my own traming and inru-
ton. And always 1 was bobtered by the unfaltering faith of
the mother and father that I could help their baby and the
tremendous good dusposinon and coursge of Selly hermself She
never coed, even when I was changing one of her cans snd
stretchung her Intle body and joints with some force.

There s one thing I would like to stress ar ths polne, sod
that s bow often T decided not to operate.

Every ume 1 had ¢ case that looked Hke sn obvicus one
for an operation, 1 ssked mysclf “It the knufe rally the bat
thing? Are we sure this trooble fnt camed by some srenge
quirk of metabolism, or some pomson seeping through from the
im:mm]mc:?Oruummmgdse?"

I had onc panent whose family doctor sent hm to me
with a veny pamful back which had been diagnosed & & rop-
mmddukmpud:ntbcamtprvcryrudvewhﬂelumﬂntd
him and ran « senes of tests,

“Docior™ he kept saymng, “when are you gowng to operatt
on me>”

Lach tme, Isud [ didnt know At length we got the labora-
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toty reports, I went in to ses the patfent. “T've got news for
you,” I said. “Were not galng to operste. Your troubk i
glandular "

1 sent him to 2 doctor who was sldiled In the treatment of
glmdolir diseases, and he cured him. 1 dont know how many
cascs fihe that I had, Troly it dsturbs me very much to see
how often nowudsyt sn ecut: pain in the back 1 glibly dhg
nosed o3 & disk,” and the sargeon takes hs patient Into the
hospaal and operatex. In the light of my own experience, I
beleve that not more than 7 per cent of thess cass which
aro opersted on actmlly need sn operaton. In the other 93
per cent the camse of the pain 1y that muscles, Tguments, tendons,
jorms, nerves or faxclic in the back have become inflamed,
sprained or infected. Often the trouble i nothmg more nor
ety thm an ameck of gout, which hay settled In the spinal
region insread of the beg toey or perhaps 1t b fauhy digeston
which bas caosed thsues to swell and pres on a nerve, The
old-fashioncd docter who called these cases lumbago end trested
them by giving the patlent senna tes to drink wes not so far
wrong Even when the trouble 1 really mechanical, the chonces
are thet it caan be fixed by the kind of meafpolsdon wnder a
whaff of gas that I started using &1 2 young doctor

So now I would Hke to tell about one more exxe which did
aall for the use of the Lnife, and the chisel, and a lot of other
tools,

That was ths cmo of Gertrude Van Well, and it b one
which gives me particular gratification, noc oaly because of
what 1 wes able to do by way of correctmy the mechanical
defects m her hips, bur becamse the outcome was 1o heart
warmmg in terms of her kfe a3 a woman, and so closc  my
family

Gertrude came 1to Pawnavant Hospial a5 2 service exse.
She wis 2 profesmomal infant s nurse, and how she had carried
on for ten years in that work, dolng job after job, with two
L‘umhﬂdbla:dcmo{dxhip,lcouldnrhmghtmﬂll
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had known her s Jong nme and optrated on her three tme
‘That young worman, who had the face and head of 2 madonns,
had more courage than almost anybody [ ever saw

She came in origmally on another doctors service. At this
nime she was thurty years old, out of work end pennilen. She
was 30 dmabled she couldnt walk a block, snd people had
become afraid to have her ke care of ther batwes. Her doctor
ssked me to look at her 1 found that she had been bom withoot
uny sockens st afl for the heads of her femury, one of which
had been pmbhed clear up to the top of the hipbont by her
woght m watiing while the other had skidded about halfway
up.

“What do vou mtend to do for her?” 1 mid to her doctor

“Well,” he said, “there wnt snything snybody can do exeepe
make her two stiff hipe”

“Cood God, man'" | mid, “You cant make her siff hmps!
If vou do there wont be anvthing In the world she on do
cxcepe stand ap and be down. Thats out of the question, This
2 gl of thirty she bas to nuake her fiving.”

He fooked at me and mid, “If thar's the way you fecl, bow
would you lke to have her oa your service?”

“Idunklcnnmk:mctmngbcm:dunnmplenfsdﬁ
tups,” [ snd.
dl;Aﬂ nght chen,” he sud, “I' have her transferred.” Which he

The problem was to make a socket In each side of Gerrrudes
peleis m which the head of the thighbone coukd route.

After much consideration of what was the best thing to do
for ber and how 1o do it, we scheduled ber for surgery having
decided to stare with the side on which the upward disloestion
wis ks acute.

lupmrddnchlpm.very‘mmmdmoddorntbc
muscles and tssues 5o [ could see the whole hupbone fanning
out upwards m a thin wide sheet. 1 woold have to make the
new sacher bout m the mddie of this sheer of thin bon,
becsuse if 1 med to pull ber leg down to where the socket



RING THE NIGHT BELL 261

should have been, the stretched muscles would heve por the
jome under too mmch presure, aod 1t would have jammed

1 chose what seemed like & good spot and drilled 2 Fittle
hole, to see how thin the bone war. Then I chiseled a groove
sround the hole, m a circle sbout the sze of a silver dollar
Finally T chiscled the bone Insdde the arcls into » seoes of
trengular wedges jost a3 you would cut & pre,

Before going into this opemton, I had hd a plece of bard
maple turned with ¢ round hesd and « handle, mch Hke o potato-
masher 1 took this and put it into the circk at 2 polnt over the
Drte romnd hole and gave it a good sirong blow with ¥ heavy
mallet. It carmed those lirle pac-shaped paeces into the pelviy,
bresking them off m a regular Hne around the crcle 1 had
cut, 30 there T had & sort of cup, decp enough to receive the
bead of the fermr I then rotated the fermr to fit io head
into tha new socket, and closed up.

I put an extention on the leg so that the head of the fermr
wouldn't pash too far into the pelvis, and walted sbout six
wecks, consumly moving the head in the new socket 0 it
wouldn ¢ fose with the pelvic booc.

By dur dme new bone had grown, comnecting the pie
wedger, The head of her femur stayed in end Gertrude could
bear welght oo it It was movable becsuse we had neser Ie
it st really this sort of thing B nothing but & well un-anited
fractore,

We did the other hip the same wav and although her legs
Were not the :aame kngth, we were sble to equalze them, In
thhs cose, by building up her shoe. She nude s complere re
cosery She had & pur of huips which were not &5 movable &
thoogh she hed been born with normal ones, bur they were
good enough 5o she could wall and work and get on a hone
and ride. 1 know about her nding becruse she went to work for
mv son Paul, who we now married and begiung to rabe s
family noc far from us in the country For five years she was a

dous help to my daugt trw and « sort of fairy god
mother ta my three Eitle grandchildren. Then she married the
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herdsman on our farm. We had the weddmg m our garden
Now she and her hustand have four fine chuldren. She does
all her own howseworl, along with many other thmgs, md
is one of the hepplest individuals I ever knew Last Chrtmas
we got & card from her with a plcture of her and her voung-
sters. Her hosband wamt In the plcture, becawse he wa the
ont who was taking it. He haos reason to be proud of hb family



Chapter Seventeen

Sorx oux arTvror yRoar Exarawn, 1 kad specalered in booe
and joint surgery tarning my general surgical practice over w
my friend end partoer, Dr Heodocla

Of coune bone and jolnt surgery & a pretty broad field,
d {nvolves o great deal mare than operstive surgery or fittmg
braces. In most of my casex, 1 was the patients docor wrth
all that that {mples. T never believed in the narrow spechalire-
thon we see 30 often nowsdays. Wihat good is ¢ throat speclalise
who won't look into your now, which may be where the
trouble with yoor throat b origimting? Or & urologiss who
can ¢ ke care of a pstzent s Infected finger?

A sick person needs a doctor one doctor who will esume
respomsibility for the ennre case, for gerong him cured and
reworing him to b family his job and his Efe. You cn have
8 many specnliny o the panent has thmgy wrong wih him,
end each of them may curo the part he spechalzes fn, bat
mmless vou have a doctor in charge, tw coordinate the work
md think about the case #3 1 whole, you may never cure the
pardent,

1 had « new smocate m booe and joint work, Dr James R
Seack, » voung mun who combined u gemtle spptarance wnd
manner — he was a3 poft vmced as I was Joud and vociferons
—and the most completely stubborn disposinon when he was
sare he wxs right. And of course Lok \Whirers was there,
If I we able 1o work productively and succenfolly she de
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s:rmngooddc:loflhccmdemdumnnlngdruﬁim
which wat a tremendous responsibilty she helped edit, with
Muss Maud Furbaum, the excellent medical stepographer in oar
budding all the mouogmplmlxxmc.uwcﬂudrenmaﬁ!
of a fulllength book, Frectures, which wis mosdy mme, with
Important sections by Dr Loyal Davis oo Injuries to the nervoos
mmmnﬂytodwbmnmdspimlcord.hcmm:ﬁm
with tractures, and by Dr Swmnley Coulter on postoperatire
therapy  two mb;mcn“hchlfdrtbcykncwmuredm
I dd.

In 1936 1 took & new office at 700 North Michigsn Aveoue
One way and snocher I was able to schedule my tune s Jmk
berter than before. | could commaute to town from che fuom
fourorﬁvcdnym-wctk,mdm&]cmldgﬂﬂ“v
somewhere for 1 week or 0. That didnt mesn | want =il
Nb)mmbungcﬂlcdbackfarmemugcncyuthcwm‘-

One time just before World War I 1 had planned o Tirde

fithmg trip in Northern Alchigan, where they really bite. The
raght we were supposed to leave, a fnend of mmnc,
In the Army got tumlf tumed over in o staff ear He w3
nding in the front sest with the drver and hed hes nght sm
nd clbow out the window They brought lm into Pamarert,
and sent for me.

‘I'}utnrmwnrullymmhcdtobiﬂ.liounddwﬂsmﬂ
so rwolken and 3o filied wrth dirt, gravel and splintens of bone
that we couldnt do anything cvcept clesn 1t wp, which kit
rmhnlcexccptbloodmsdqmdnavumdimm‘d
muscies e0d asuc sround the bones, We dressed the wound
mdpmndwvmtmﬂﬂd:wfmdwhﬂmmummmb'
side. There was no spparent resson for me net to §9
fishung

Bot ! had hardly made it to the camp, sfter drving ot
afternoon and most of the nrght, when & rapger brovgs 3
mau:rrh:hmulwxsu-yingmmchme.ldm\’t““}“
mﬂamlhemcﬂrphummdﬁmnygmmxwghmﬁw
restdent surgeon
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“The generals i bad shape,” he snd. “Hes developed gan-
grene.”

1 pever even went back to the camp. T just headed my car
sonth, cuming myself for not havmng styed at the hospmal
with 2 padenr thet siek. When I got so tired I coaldn't see the
roed, 1 pulled over and took 2 shart pap, then puthed on again,
I reached Green Biyy Wiscomin, in tme to catch the milk
trein to Chieago.

The rendent bad been nght. The gencral tnd gas gangrene,
Not enly the lower arm, which was the Injured part, but the
upper arm, too, was swelled up like a balloon and it crackled
to the touch. What happens In pas gangrene b that the tinues
are sttacked internally by amacrobsc bactens, which e snd
grow without oxygen —in frct, axygen kil them. They give
off a gis which g3 up 2 tromendows pressure withm the
tissues, end this pressure squeezes off the blood supply so that
the dwues die.

The general was a sicl man. [ had to take drustic messores.
1 sont for an snesthenst with his equpment, and took the
padent s arm off at the elbow without moving lum from hs
bed, then with # scalpel 1 made ribboms of the upper amm,
from the thonlder to the end of the amputation, freeing hlood
vemch, nerves and surroanding tisne winch weee foll of gas
In chis way the gas was allowed to cscape withomr caesng
presure and did not go any farther up the arm beczuse the
merdons were sl made shove the hnc of the gas presure.
The arm was then packed ln game and we had hvdrogen
peromde run into the dresings snd skin from above Thus
orygen got to the ga baalli and killed them. The general
got well,

It bt really ostorushing what wall cheer some people up. In
the genenls case & lawyer whom we both knew came in to
see him. The general wouldn t even smile at hes old friend.

“lu-wfulmlaseynurngluum,'wn-ﬂlmcmndny

“Why you've only lost part of it* sid the bwyer, “and
you re s Jucky suff *
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“Lucky?” sid the genensl, looking sbout ready to commit
murder

“Sure. Thml how many bastards you wont have to dhale
hands with!”

And that wes whac the genenal's morale needed.

One thing thit gave me a grest deal of souxfaction wes my
teaching at Northwestern Unlvenstty Medical School, where [
was professor of bone and jolnt surgery and head of the de
partment. There s nothing more surisfying than the trainmg
of young men, givmg them the benefit of what you have
Yearned through long study and expenence. It does wonders
for the profersor s ego.

I never minded anng a touch of drsms or maybe melodrma
m my charoom or operanng theater It can be very valusble
when 3 ou really wane to drive 2 point home.

One of my panents, the mother of s doctor on our steff
had dubenc gangrene of the leg. It gor bad enough so that
we declded we wonld have to take her leg off above the lnet
The reddent and the intern on the case were responsible for
grttlng che patient ready When I camo into the operating room!
after wmshing up, she wis oo the table, under the smesthetic.
Her leg o vsmal in sach cases, had been put throogh s romd
opeing m a prece of hnen drepe. Both her feet were encased
in cloth boows, end everythng was covered up except her knee
a0d the rehinvely small area sbove I v here T wes going to &
the amputation. So far so good, spparcnt]y Bor there was same
thing terribly wrong, e I realized mumediately

The wtem i the oswal manner read from the chart. “Gae
grene of the right leg. Cause, diabetes. Amputrtion indicated”
I took my plce at the opersung table,

“Is ths the beg?” I sard.

“Yes, Doctar ™ sud the operating room narse.

I sclected a kefe. 1 sard 1o the farern, “Are you sure th
s the leg>

“Ves,ur”

I bud the tharp edge of the knife on the patients bare &
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where the incluon was to be made. 1 looked scross st the
resident, who wa ready with the clamps to stop the first gush
of blood. “Is thn the leg?*

*Yes, Doctor that's the leg ™

I pulled the kmufe sway “Now ™ I said, "take off the linen
1nd the boot.”

They obeyed, and they were a sick-Jooking bunch when they
ww I front of them a perfectly healthy nght keg amd foor!

She had been brought upsturs wearmg the cloth boos on
both feet. They had neglected to remove the boots to make
sure, and had averlooked the simple fact that when you face
1 patient from the bottom of the table, the kft g » on your
right and the right kg 1 on your left, snd becemss of this the
fnrern had wntren 1t wrong en the chart.

I wanted those three people to shodder 1t how close we hed
come to cuthng off that nice old womans good kg, It was
not really close gt all, of course, because for thirty five years
It had been second naturc to me to check every mngle thing
in the operatmg room, and always to be sure. But I wanted it
o be recond nature to them, too, and I thmk my htde dramath
zatjon drove it home a8 nothing ekse could have.

It got to be 1939. War hnd started up sgam In Europe. It
didn't take mmch clirvoyance to sec that the Umted States
wat golng to be involved in it, and every dector m the country
would be in it up o s ca. That cerunly included me,
although I was now too old to be put mto & miform.

Pearl Herbor came, that unforgetsble Smday afrernoon. I
thonght hard sboat what the war wws really gomg to mean in
mﬁu}mhly\mpmfmimalcuﬂugwmbdng

isioned by the th ing that onr sokders
lndnﬂonmgmngmgﬂ:hebcnpouhlcuunncmn
long s they m)cdmxcrrlcc.\ﬂchlﬂthme-bk.apcﬁenttd
docton hoverlng over them, [ thought they woukd have medreal
care running out of their ears, which woold at kast be berter
than not having enongh of it
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Bor one fine day they would be discharged and come bacl
to avilan life. They would be offically clesed o5 vetersos,
and u terrible lot of than would be dimbled by wounds, di-
sease and psy choneurotie ills. The miltary hosprrals wouald be
closed to them. The doctors who had treated them in vmform
would have returned to civilun pracnce. These men wookd
became the responsibulity of the Veterans Admmustration, snd
3 mnonwide system of hosputals built over the years sioce
World War I

And chat didne look good to me. As every doctor knew
and s we 1n Chicago could sec for ounselves at the Vctersns
Admmistrstion s brg Hines Genersl Hosputal out west of towm,
with ity 3153 beds, the Veterans Administradoa Medscal Depart
ment was in 2 sad state of decay Medical trestment wis 0
far below standard thac the newspapers were beginnng to notce
the smell. 1 duint know 1t then, bur before the war wes ove
thus thing was golng to blow up into a first-cless natomnde
scmndal of bad treatment, costlh bhmders and adminotrative
Incompetence.,

This atuzton was & perfect example of bureauctacy st 15
worst. The majormy of Veteruns Admmistration hospials wert
stuck m far-off pleces, some of them on Indun reervanons,
others 13 much o5 fifry miks from the nearest throughrloe
nibway sop The docrors were all foll-nme Civil Sermce em-
ployces, hemmed 16 by regulations snd pracncally forhdden
to do any research, attend eny medical meetingy or otherwst
keep 1n touch with saienufic pmwmcbﬂd
*t 0oon 50 everybody could spend the afternoon happils doing
the required paperworl, while pruenty walted davs and weeks
for surgery Once a panent had died on the table, in onc of
the Veterans Admmneravon hosplals, and investgenoa hd
disclosed that he had not had en ekectrocardiogram, or ERG,
30 now there was a regulacion In the Vetersas Adminustratica
that no case could be operated on without e ERG, whether the
patient had ulceny, arthnts or s broken nech. Sometmes peopk



RING THE NIGHT BELL 169

in desperate shape hy eround for ten doys walong for the
ERG techmcian m ger around to them.

There was not & angle veterans hospital that wa accredwed
by the Amencan Medical Assocanon for rendendes ar mtemn-
sheps. No tesching was permitted in those hospitals. They were
not cven alied bospitals —the officnl pame for them was
“Vetenmm Administranon faclitles.” The doctors In these plices
were the most dispinted, downtrodden bunch you ever taw

1 thoughr our boys who would be commg back from combat
deserred a Inttle better than they apparently were going to get.
And that 2 haw 1 got involved in veterans’ mediane. 1 sat down
and wrote & letrer to the head of the Veteruns Administranon,
Brgadier Genenl Frank T Hines, The gist of it was that when
the \ eterams Admimustration badlt or Jeased or otherwise created
new hospinls to meet the tremendous need that way coming
It ought to pur them near the established medceal schooks and
meke them terchimg hosproals fike Presbyterin and Bellever
and New York haspiuls In New York Gty Univenity Hos-
pal m Philadelphis, Masaschusetts General snd Peter Bent
Brigham hospitals In Boston, or University Passivant snd Wes-
Iy hospials m Chicago. T sggested that the Veteraos Admink-
tmaton armenge to have the deans of the medical schools saff
the hospitah, putting in chiefs of service, rendens snd interns,
In ths way the Veternms Admimstretion would be drewing oa
the cresm of the civillan medical profession.

I not only wrote this propeml to Gentral Hines, I went
down ro Washingten to see him sbout {t. He did me the courtery
of sylng he would conmder it. 1 hud discused the idea with
my encrgede and dioguished collesgue and friend, Dr ]
Roscoc Miller known to cveryone ss “Rocky Aliller who
w31 the dean of medicine it Nontrwestern sod now 1 President
of the University There was nothing secret about i at any
time, s0 Rocky did not hesitste to mention it to varioms people,
and a newspaperman goc hold of ft snd wrote o lutle story
abour st. ) pndersand that the publicson of thn story made
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Genersl Hines very angry At amy nte,lmerburdfmn‘
him egam.

Poor mm! The tragedy was his. When the sorry facts shout
vererans medicine were revealed ¢ couple of yetrs lamr he
was swept out of office under 2 terrible clood.

1 stuck my copy of the memorandom in the botton drawes
of my desk and forgot all shout 1t.

My prnaipal concern sfrer Pearl Harbor was the govern-
ments new sroficul Bmbs program. Afsjor General Normen
hirk, Surgeon Genersl of the Army started the project In
1942 by sppointing o nomber of us, in different parts of the
couniry o a netomal commitree, under the Nadonal Research
Council, to investigate the rmmfscrure and fiting of arificial
Irmbs and the rehebilitation of war wounded who had hsd
smpantions. At thar tme we dida’t know the comparson be
tween miltary and mdustnial smputations. It later twmed out
thet there were 18,000 smputations m all the miliery foress
duning the war but during the same penod n dlviban indosry
there were 67 000 nmjor smputstions. Before we were throvgh,
we managed co have the program brosdened 30 #3 to cover dvile
a3 well a3 miliary amputanons,

Wewm;cmwdofnmdm.Wemcughtwuhva
thing sbowt how t mke and fit sroficial lmbs sad bow @
txin people to v them. But when we really got bmo the
problem, we found we didnt Lnow the bauc principler. No-
body did And thar b no wonder when you consider that 8
grown human bemg can be four feer mll or seven et 6,
lave 2 waistine varying from 18 to 108 Inclis, end weigh
fm%PO“nd‘mmmddmn'erylmgmdonklm
different from erery other And a 100-pound man who walkt
1000 #teps 2 day which = enly sbour half a mile, his cach of b8
legs & 200-pound blow 500 times a day Thats 4 ot of weight
fornmcdnnh:]dmccﬂm}mmﬁ:ommkﬁnhm
Boreau of Standards never did mansge to design @ machme
to tesr the dunababty of arnfichl kgt A leg would stand wp
meﬁm‘d}mmtmngmznhlncmdctmﬁcpmmd
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then you put ft on ¢ man and he wonld break kt down In two or
three months.

The weskness of eny testing machine b that no two people
really wall alike. If you will notsce carefully you will see that
same of us swing our feet one way and some spother some
of us twist when we set esch foot down, some of uws land on
the oumndes of oar beels snd others strught on the backs of
our heck, tome of @ wrc pigeon-toed and high-arched, others
flat-footed, Some people have rotsmon in the ket when it
b saight, bat most of ws heve it only when the knee b bent.

Onc thing that came out of the research was that an artifichl
leg in some cescs ought to be made whth some sort of purot
in the shin between knee and ankle. Thus greatly redoces the
amomnt the cup has to twst on the stump and cuts down the
skin irritstion winch 5 one of the most senoas problems with
arofichal legy.

Another problem that took quite n long time to work out
wes that in artdficial arms, the cable that sctivared the hook or
other device that took the plece of the hand was always 2 nw
hide thong, and ths became sosked with penprration, moldy
and bad-smeling We settled on nsng a length of plano-wire
running down the middle of « finely twristed aable, but it wes
1 good mny months before we found & wa)y to prevent It from
maling 2 cresking metallic noise that drove the wearer crazy

Onc of the toughest thmgs was to get the manofacrureTs to
make the Limbs sccording to our prescripdons. The srufichl
limbs indmtry had slways consisted of hundreds of Fule alkey
shops, many of them started by men who were amparees them-
sclver. None of them were beensed There wis no attempt st
uniformty They all msed different kinds of screws with differ
ent-thaped heads and different threads, and most of them made
the parms in therr own way with the el that thelr antomers
had to come beck to them for repaim, often st great incon-
venlence,

The manufacturers ot fint had an idea that the government
was golng Into the arufichl Emb busmes in compention with
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them but when they found out we were trying to help them
in therr bunness, with research they couldnt afford, ther
changed their tune and revised thar manufscruring procedures
¥0 13 to employ uniform methods, Not only were the devices
¢ tves much betrer designed than before, bur now a man
who had obtaned his enifical Hmb in Sain Francico could
get 1t repared in New York, and vice verss,

In the mentme we were educenng doctors and phrikal
thenapsts all over the country  Together with the [mb mam-
facturers, they formed a complete team for the demgn and
firtmg of prosthetic devices and for the care and trunmg of
people who had been nnfortumate enough to lose one or more
principal limbs,

Eady in the artifical limb program, s group of ms took 3
trip up to the Percy Jones Hospial fn Batde Creel, Michigm,
which was the Army s empuration center to form an oplmon
of what our problem reslly was in hurman terms. They showed
us three soldiers who were double-arm amputees, One bhad hs
oght arm off at the shoulder jount and & very short snmp
above the elbow on the other anm one had been ampuuated
just below the shoulder on one nde and sbove the elbow on
the other; the third had no arm st all on one side and # shott
stump above the elbow on the other nde.

Noae of these three men could feed humself or dremt ham-
self or do anything for humself When we were alone togethet
agam, I looked at myy colleagues, Dr Harold Conn, Dr Phiip
\WkonmdbanPaulKlopntgofNonhwmmlSchwlcfEm
gmeering and they Jooked at me and all four of us spoke i
just about the same breath.

“If we can caly live long enough to find some way o do
samething for these fellows!™

Not much more than three years later the program had
made enough progress 30 we coald take # group of amputect
down o Washington to let Preadent Truman see for himself
what had been sccomplished. We presented that dayomOf
these men from Battle Creek, who had two arfical ann
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I will pever forger the scene, w3 we were whered Into the
Prendent s office m the Whrre Honse. He was srandmg behmd
his desk, with the Grest Seal of the United Saates oa i, to
welcome us. After we had expluned some of the thingy that
had been secompluhed, our double amputee boy stepped up
o the Preddentnl desl and demonstrated how be was able
to undress hurnself taking off his coat, shirt necktie and under
shirt. He stood with nothing on sbove the waist except the
harness scrom hus shoulders from which hb two arufichl anns
operated.

The President, who Fud watched this performsnce with ob-
wwotly intense interest, tipped his head to look sideways at
the harness. He spoke sofily-

“How do you get in and out of that thing son>*

“Mr President” the boy sid, “if I wasn ¢ afrud of scratch-
myg your desk, I'd show you right here.”

The Presdent leaned over snd with = sweep of his arm
pushed cverything on that desk down to one end of it— docu-
ments, inkwells, sshtrays, paperweights and everything ele —
some of it landed on the floor

“My boy donrt mind the desk,” he said.

The young man Jetned down and wngghed out of his hamness,
leaving it bumped up on the desk, and stood there =3 he way,
maked to the wist snd completely minus arms. When he leaned
over again, put his head down, wrggled into the hamess sod
got hit arms fixed ep and worlang again, Mr Trumsn hed
tears fn his eves,

I bappen to know that the Prendent went up and spent »
g00d part of that eventng telling Mrs. Trumsn about these mer.
She confided to frends that she had seldom seen hum so affecred
of 1o emthustrsnc about snything 1 know s lot of people have
claimed they didn ¢ like Harry Trumn, and cermamly be some
times dud thungs that were not sccording to the bool of eu-
quette, but I lile that man It b not becaose I have any
particular political bis in bs favor or sgree with all the things
be did —trur he was ond b 1 very homan individoal.
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1 didnt fade away far hel of work at any time dunng the
swur The Dodge dinsion of Chrysler had buflt 2 hoge ew
phnt pear Chicogo for the fecture of war equip 1
#greed to serve v medical supervitor, and twle all serous inyomes
oa my service. Throoghout the war 1 ran from sixty to sinety
patents at Passavant and Wesley Hosprtals, In arder to do tha ]
brought m Dr Willam A. Larmon, 2 fellow in sargery st Nocth-
western and a very brifliant yoang man, to carry the maln surgiad
Joad, with the understunding thet be would call me fn to kelp
oa cuses he did nat feel capable of handling

1 sbo tsoght a soccemon of chwey, of chirty-two younyg
Army medscal officers each, in the eurgery of war wounds, #
spechl brench of medical scaence oll by irsclf,

Well, I fud 1 sroog coastirution which made jt posible foc
me o vorl really hard for long mretches of time, and play
fost & hard, without wrecking my heakth or losdng my mst
for mare of the same. That was my best mheritance from 2y
parents. Their struns were strong, tough and tenscions of He.
When my father died m 1945 he was withln & few weeks of
bi mmeneth buthday He smoked his cigam and drsak ho
coffee to the end. He had never put on my weight hiy stomach
wes 6 flat e 4 bovy. Just o couple of years before his death
he had 2 compresmon fracture of one of his Jower vertchie,
exused by erying to lifc the end of & heavy sofs. | went op
to make sure he was bemg properly tiken care of 1 suarted
tncnmmeh:mmhhbcd,wbaebcwulymganhbbodf-

“Hadn ¢ 1 bewer roll over o my sromach?™ be said, “Daa’t
¥Ou Want to cuasune my spine? That 9 what's hure™

“1 am examinmg your spene,” 1 sasd. “When a man's s thin
5 you are, the lower part of b spine s Jot nesrer the froot
than the back”

He was newer really sick at afl, even ac the end. Mother
foﬂowﬂdhnnnotlongd(mrd:.

My uster Loufse, who was Mrs, Emmett MactWVilliams, dred
the ame vear much too yomg of cancer Not long ago 1 wes
in St Paul, end took & trd out to Memhm Fark to the old
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howme. Withont cur family in It, without Father in his chair
reading or splashmg and shooting 10 his icy moming rub, with-
out AMother dazing by the window or busting sbout the bouse
and trying  Leep uws Wids m coutrol, kt did not hive sy
meaning for me.



Chapter Eighteen

It was 1945 The war had coded end my medical friends
who had been fn uniform were returming o thelr officen My
of the yaunger men had no offics to come beck ro After
foor yean of mibmary duty they were desperace for jobs and
for the mecalzed aning which young doctons can get oaly
by going wto rendencles under older men. There were ot
nearty engugh rendencles in the civilisn hospineh to e these
nceds. Ac the same time, the Vererans Adminuscration bospitih
dl over the connmry were bemg filled up to the windaws by
sick snd diabled men, and were enneally short of doctoas
becaute of Givil Service red tape and the bad repote of Vetenam
Admmstration medicine,

Docmnwthomp:umpdmuvv{mdmun!mﬂ
the wory Every ame I thought sbout I, I got medder

Manwhile, Prevdent Troman had asigned Gerenal Omar
Bradiey 0 try to srughten out the Veterans Adminbtramon
mess. He was o greac chalce, became he was the G yenend
00d fad the backing of the enliwed men and therr famifes
Stﬂl.ldsdmmu}nxhecould-cwmplnhubnrnﬂ*
3¢Tup st1yed the way 1t was,

Onc dav my good frend Dr Loval Dars, who hid been
“i'hm'myh&mm@homdmcmmmehl
jubiliat cone thae Bradley was brnglag with him, to hesd the
Veterms Admmistration Medical Deparunens; o grest man by
the name of Pal Hawdev o regubir Army major general wha
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ad been Sargeon General of our forces in the European theater
“This Hauley s the finest medical administrator T ever saw ”
davis crow ed. “He'll do a tremendous job 1n there”

“He won’t unless they change things,” 1 said.

“AMaybe, that’s what they'll do,” mid Loyal

“hick out Gvil Service?” I mud. *Thev'll never get awzy
ath {t.”

A few days larer 1 had 2 tedephone call, Jong dstance from
lew York, from a young doctor named Frank Scinchfield,
ho had tremed under me as student ntern, resdent and
sotant, and had left me m 1940 to become an xssocate of
)r. William Darrsch at Prebvternn Hospial m New York.
hortly after the begmmng of the war he bad been com-
nwdoned o fine lieutenant. He had come back s the younges
nll eoload in the Medical Corps.

“Chief ™ be mid, “they’ve invited me to go m &3 Generul
lrwley s asistent and try to set up & clean deal m vererans'
xedicine. Do yon think I should do ft?”

*Well" I mid, "do you wunt to be & surgeon, or do you
it to be an adminmstrator?”

“Thet snswers my question, ull nght,” be said. There uwis
lony pause, after which be mid, “Now that I m tomng down
s job in Washmgton, chief would yov conuder 2™
*Hell, no!™ 1 sald.

Towards the last of Seprember Dr Davis imvited my wife
1d me to & Lule dinner for General Hawley at the Racquet
lob in Chicago. The general was in umiform, and my firs
ought when Davis introduced w was that he looked more
ke 2 country doctor than a sokder He had & comfortable
gure, a loose Jock of halr that fell over onc mde of his fore
ead, and & quizzhal, crooked Eule smile that seemed to say
\Whatever youre op to, I'm wae to it As a matrer of

oth his father and hs grandfather had been docroms in
duna, 50 he had practically been bom with @ bhek keatl,
itcbed fn his hand. I liked hum night off the bae.

Followmg dinner Hawley in o listls talk, told ws the V
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Adminisration Afedrcal Department was In even worse shape
than we had supposed. Innide of three months, they would have
2 hundred thowsand panents, with lems than a thousind docrors
to take care of then. The civillan doctors who had been sogned
to them by the Army end Navy were not gomg to stay afeer
Jenuan 1 and so there would be nobody Jefe except the regulbr
full-dme Civdl Service doctors, very few of them spechlon
In spite of that, Hawley said, he was deterrmned to see w it
that these hundred thomsand sk and Injured men got medicsl
care second to pone,

*Thats my sdogan,” he said, “ Afedical Care Secoad to Nooe,!
wid I m goung to keep kicking until we get it

Then there wes some marmpulating by Dr Devi, which ended
with me sirtmyg 1n the club librery nalking w Hawley Althoggh
I never take dnnks afer dinner 1 found 1 was gradwmlly ab-
sorbing highballs, and as the highballs went dovwn, tht spms
cxme up Hawley said Sunchfield and Devis had told him sboot
m) 1dea of having the rankmg medical schooks staff the Veterams
Admumstranon hospiab, and he was enthusmste sbow it He
wound op bn practcally daring me to come to Washingroa
#nd pat the phn iato efect.

T told um 1 would wait and see what developed. In 2 dav
or 8 he calied me up from Washington and ssked me to com¢
down and look the mruation over 1 wenr down and Jooked %
over [ conldnt help bemg stack by Genena! Hawlty's o+
prozch Like me, he sxw Civll Service, with {6 masees of ruks
nd regulmons, e the fnstrament throagh which the boress-
ey had ruled, and rumed, veterams medicine. It might be s
fine thing for some types of government employees, but, be
mid, be was dammed If 1t could ever work for the sclf-propeded
indindmalst who make the medical profession what & I He
wld me chat, et the very moment, he and General Bradlev
were pumung all ther weght behind ¢ new liw which would
stt the \ ererans Admunstraton Medical Department up 33 8
sepasate umt complerely independent of Civil Service ms far 8
the emplovment of docron, dentots and nurses was
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1 thought I had never heard anybody talk better sense, or
more of st I went beck to Chicago, consihed with my wife,
my colleagues smd my own consaence. It was then thar my
skepocal friend came out to the farm and told me the baresu-
crsy would make mincemest of me. I dictated a letter to
Mix Wintery,

“Dear General Hawley * my letter mid, ¥ am sorry bur I
have been thmlang over ¢ good deal the suggesnon thit you
made sboot my comung down to Washington and doing a job
st the Vetersns Admmistmnon, the resson [ am sarry » be
crwse I have spent 2 mumber of restless mghts mming it over
in my mind,

“If I thought I could do « yob I womld quit the practice of medi-
ane in Chicago for uy months and come to Weshington ™

1 ako set farth 1n tho letter the thmgs I feit I should Imow
sbout the medical progrum, and reminded Hawley of what I
bed wid him about myself particalardy the fect that I had
been running my own show in medicine for thuty five years,
fifeeen of them a3 head of srgery m e first-cleys medical
schoal, where 1 man comes 3 closo to bemng a czar 8 you
can find in the Uned Soates, so that there wont sy we
trying to teach me to obey orders because it was wo bite for
that now Evidently this didnt frighten them, because the nevt
thing 1 knew Hawley was ot again, wrging me to come down
and have snother talk with the people there.

Just at this tume o really fiest ;ate yvong surgeon of my
scquumtance came in to see me st 700 North Alichigan Avenue.
T took one Jool at his face and sd, *Well, what makes you
20 glom?™

He mamged & sad Intle grin. “No mozey 5o job, no office,
00 patients, & nice wafe snd three Lids to sopport I epplied
three weels ago for a job st the Vetersns Administration hos-
pinl out m Hines™

“For goodnes ke, why don't they gmb your” I said
“That place is horribly short of surgesns.”

“{ don't know whats wrong Dr Msgomaon,” be sud. “The
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people out at Hines have opproved mm applicason ed sem
i down 10 Washingron. I phone them every day and—no
aens. You donc know where 1 could get a job o5 2 tack
drrver or shoe takestman®™

Tiscen,” 1 s1d, have vou got copies of your applcbon
papers?”

*Sore,” he sald, but what —"

“Never mind nhat,” 1 said. *You go get them and bang
them to me.”

1 had them m my pocket when [ nent to Wishmgton, ed
the first thing 1 did afrer amnving st the Vererans Admminratios
building was to hand those papers to & medical colonel whom
Hauley had anrgned to show me tround.

“Colonel,” I mid, “thss & 1 man the Aledical Department
needs very much | want t find out why hes not on the
pavroll. You go dig up his ongina! applicanon, wherever it 1”

Mv colonel dsappeared He came back I abont an hoot
Jooking Austered, and sud the papers were not mn the ¥ ererans
Admunsstraton,

“Well™ [ sud, “w here are they?”

“They are probably up m Cirjl Service, Doctor ™ he sud-

“Then go and ger them out of Ciril Servlce,” I sid

“Oh, Doctor we cant do that,” he sald, “Civil Service woo't
give them 1o L™

T thought 1 knew how to get action out of th gentdem

“Colanel,” I suid, “you get those papers out of Cirll Service,
otlmﬂbccmrrpcllcdmgommdrcﬂGmr.anauiq
EGmcral Bradley 1 am on my way bach to Chicye,

4

1 didne bother to add thac I elready had my deket on the
§ 30 trun that efternoon I don t know what that peor
told the people up ar Givil Service, but before the afternoon
was over he was back agun and he had the spplication pap™
10 hes hand. It turned out there was nothing wrong whkh the®
Thev had been approved mmmeduately by the Verermms Admure
bstranon Medicat Department and sent over 1o Cinl Servict:
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where they had been lymg at the botrom of some clerl’s basket
for three weeks, and probably would have sayed there for
snother dx months If T hadn t laterfered.

T went in to Hawley “Thu is the Jand of thing I'm ulking
tbout,” 1 s1ld. “These demmed buresucrats don'r care that we ve
got petients minos doctors, snd doctors mnws jobs All they
think sbomt ks protecting their own lntle baifiwick and keepmg
nything from bemg sccomplished!” I started to sy a bot more
10 terns unsmnble for publication.

Hawley jumped up and took the papers out of my hand.
*“Comze on!™ he mald.

He Jed the way down the hall and op to Bradleys officc
en the renth floor He went strught in and Hrwley had me
tell the sary

“Gentral,” 1 coocloded, “you will understand me when 1
sy thit 1 couldnt consider trymg to work here under such
conditiom.”

“Well, under whar conditions would yon consider it2” Bradley
nid, with ther kindly smile of his.

“Under the condidon thet if » qulified doctor applics for a
job in 1 Veterans Admmstratioa hospital one mormung he can
be ot work m that hospital by six o clock that smme cvenmg”
Tamid

1 went back to Chlcsgo, thinking 1 hed mked for the Im-
posible —but two days kter my young frend had hh astgn-
ment at Hines General Hospinal

Then, Genenals Bradley and Hawly came to Chucago to-
gether Whether they had other bounes there or not T don't
know At sy rate, the three of uws hed lunch, end Genenal
Bradiey reported that the famous bill to take the Medical De-
pactment oot from under Chnl Servies was taning clear miling
hwhbmuf&ngmmmmmmwpuddm
ta it, even by the professional vererans

Mmlmh,lrnuumzlbdnxwmew}mmu!minmy
rriucmuofgormgprucnz.pmmdfmuhmﬂnd—
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“Doctor I belleve we 21l understand your phn for kettmyg
the medrcal school deans seff onr Veterans hospials, if vou
were ta come to \Veshington haw ouny of these arrangememn
could you have in operstion in the next xax months?”

“l could have two of them started fn the next six weeks” |
said.

“Dactor” General Brodley mid, “I think you are a bede

1 rold hum 1 didn ¢ belteve that was the case, becane | mew
the Jand of men I would be dealing with. It wes my oplalon
that if the medical men of the coumtry were given & chance
to render a service to the sck and wounded vetersns and to
the vomnger doctors, they would do it wholeheartedly md
without regard to time, effort or money So I knew where we
would be starting from and about how fast we conld go from
there.

“But we cant go anvwhere unless vou give me & free hand
and back mo vp when I start breaking those regubnons” 1
sard, reslzing that 1 was now thoroughly hooked. “So, what
are my orders?”

Bradley smuled. “Your orders are to get the job dooe, snd
try o Leep out of jail But if you go to jall, we go with you”

That wuas o0l I wanted to know

“Comung from you, General, thars good enough for me”
T snd. “Bar dont be surprsed if you hear some exphosions
down there on the exghth floor when youre In your office o
on the renth ™

Whea I got home to the farm, [ found my wife hughs@
It scems she hud mentioned to some of her frends that diy
that we might be going 0 Waslungton soon. They had been
hornfied.

“Why they had exclumed, “xobody’s going to WL hingten
now The wars over'”

1 thoughe that was very fonny too, snd very shorrsghted,
becanse the war ielf mghr be over but it would be 8 Jog
nmebdmnhcmemud;spccnuyzhchm-hmm:h.ﬂ
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finlthed and done with, sn swiolly Joug time. 1 told her what
T had sgreed with Bradley

“Well, then, Iet 3 gol” she mid.

She Jeft the next day to find & phee in Washington for m
to e,

I went to see “Rocky™ Muller at Northwestern and Dr Ray
mond Allen, den of medicine st the University of Olincls, and
#tked ther to get ready to put m an stendmg suff sod rendents
2t Hines General Hospiral a3 soon m T was able o give them
the go-shead from Wahmgron, winch they sgreed to do. T
abo asked them to go oot to Hmes immediately wking o
muny doctors a3 necemmry to make a thorough medical survey
of the place, and determine how many of the patients there
needed hospinal care. The result of that wes that within two
weeks, 40 per cent of the inmates of Hines hasd been recom-
mended for immedmte discharge.

Then 1 took & tnp to AMimmespols snd wked Dr Harold
Dichl, dean of the Univernty of Almnesota mediesl school,
in « meetmg with his professors of medicme, surgery patbology
and neurology to do & momlar job st the Veterans bospital at
Fort Snelfing — in other words to 1%ume complete responsibility
for the medreal service there, and make the Minncapolis Vereram
Hospinl 23 good an insdtution 13 their own university hospinl

Dichd shool. his head. “Paul, you can't da that in government.”

“But General Bradley says we can”

“Well, thea, If Omar Baadky says we cam, we will™ He md
s eollesgues went to work. As at Hines, the first thiog they
&d was to survey the panents ot Fort Snelling and send about
40 pet cent af them home,

One of the gentlemen they custed became qurte & celebrated
cxse m the newspapers s Linle liter when some politichns in
ene of the M verenany' fons broughit hrm forth
8 m cumple of my “heanlesmen” in hawing peonllem sick
veterans thrown out of the hospinh, Unfortunately for them,
this fellow tumed out to have a beamtiful cottage oa one of
the Minnesora hakes, where he spent his summers in tuxury
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that mcloded s motor bost. Also, he had full retrement a5 ¢
oty fireman, Yet ths man for a number of yean had made
hnwmhmunmmthdnhmpmlnl’m&:lﬂnp
paying no rent and with all meals and entertamment provided by
the taxpayens. So they couldn t make much of ¢ case out of him.
My new base salery a1 ¢ P—y m the government, with the
tle of Director of Rescarch and Education, was §8750 2 yexr
or just about onc fifth of what [ had pald the government m
mcome tax the previons year But money really was not & coo-
sideratfon. This wes & chance to do sometiung sbout bureane-
racy It 3 my opinion that if this country is ever brought
fts knees it will not be by the Russians but by the comple
b y In Washington which 1s building up to schze coatrol
ofllnmcveryphxofAmcrk:nB.fe.\Vehdbmcrln
hate it and begm to do something about it through our poltical
representatives or st will break our pocketbooks and our spint.
I went down there determuned to bresk the stranglehold be-
resucracy had on veterans’ medicme.

Lsura had found a houss m Georgetown, very plezsnt and
very comfortable. We moved there right after Thanksginag
and 1 serled down to working out the details of my plm, &
order to have It ready when the new Veterans Medwcal Depart
ment kaw went into effect, Everything really depended oa that
There were quite & few problemy. For jnstance, what were
we to do with the doctors already working for the Vererams
Adnﬂnmndmfuﬂ-dn:,wnmofwbmnwmgoodmcﬂ-’l
deaided we conld stogn the best of them as hesds of sermee
In the ks dle hospiah pot o d with medial
xhooh.Huwmwtmpzyt_b:sm}ormmwhowﬁﬂdﬁ
13 attending physcuns do in umvenaty hospial? I thought
we could pay them on s per vist basly, with cach mans
mummxnuacdsmwyurnmﬂyldrﬂm
idess up 1n ¢ five-page double-spaced memorzmdum en my P
sonal letter stanonery beginnng *Thm s a stement of whit
1 belleve General Hawley has m mind for the immediate futare
for the suaffing of veterany hospisls and for cooperation with
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teaaching insttutlons.” And 1 took Hawley to lunch at the
Cardton Hotel

After the walter had cleared the table, Hrwley went over
the phn with a pencil, underdining sentences for emphon,
sdding a word or e cleuse bere or there to srengthen 2 state
ment. He pat his big “PRH” on every key psnagriph. Thiy
Wit i, the weodus operand] of what was to be known o the
Desns Commuttes plan. That firemage memormndam, with
Hawley's notes scrawled all over It, bs now m the archives of
Northwestern University

In 1ps1, Robert L. L. McCormick, director of research for
the Citrzens Committee for the Hoover Report, publicly smted
that in his opinion that lirde document had “saved the hves
of tens of thowands of veteram™ I am proud of ir. The one
person not so proud of it is Lok Winters, because it ks rather
badly typed. She disclaims fr, and she s right, because it wis
done before I mamaged to bring her to Washingtoa.

Manwhile 1 continned my open warfare aginst red tape.
It wa really open, too. I made it a policy to speak my mind
in Joud sud clear tooes, and I didnt care what buresucrsts
sasibilities 1 ruffled in the procest 1 made surc that every
body in the plice knew that my opimon of burcrucrecy was
that I was sgabraz it. It seemed to me chat was the only way m
ths world to clear the decks for the action wo were prepanng for

Tbcuhdnxgnh:dndgncdmnhdpurbowuuxof
the fnner circle. 1 gave him & charce to show haw much help
he was going to be, md it wis very fittle, so T wenat up and
told them they would have to assign him somewhere else where
nmhmampomwngoingmlaythedmedxyhdmm:d
their arguments sgalnst ths, 1 was oot the door After thet,
quite a few young retumned vetersms began dnfting in lookng
for jobs. Eventmlly | engaged two of them. One wis 1 young
nnn]uuouto{thnnyHosph:lo:rps.wbowrn‘d:w
for & course in hospital administration to open up. His mme
w1 Robert heven—and whet 1 man Bob tumed out to be!
He w3 one of your quict unssuming people, but o real worker
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d 1 loyal foend. He never did take che course in bosplel
admmstretion. He liked the atmosphere 1t my office so well
that he stayed on and when I left the Vetersns Adrmnistration
five yrars hrer he was 2 Grade 15 in the office of the Cief
of the Medical Department.

For my typing, 1 was supposed to tse what was calied the
Stenographic Pool, & stable of fermaks allegedly trained i takung
dictation sod typing Yoo called the Pool and they sear up
whatever gul happened to be awaihible, end she supposcdly
did your work. Those young women had me completely fro-
wrared. Their idea of the way to do a Jetter was to wnte &
m the rough more or les s they had Inrerpreted my words,
md then brng r to me to correet. 1 had never corrected 1
letter m my Lfe, and didn’t 1atend to st at thet nme Lok
Winters end Maod Furbsim hed spofled me. 1 probably wrs
Y&y very unpkasnt with those girh from the Pool They
came and went fike traveling bumblebees: and, as far a3 I wis
concerned, they were just s much of en Irritation ss & bomble-
bee m my office would have been.

I called the Chief of Personnel and told hrm [ wanted Mms
Wintens booght down on an appointment He wes very pobe
nd completely correct in buresneratic terms.
“Hnd\cwntmll-‘omn?"helnqulrcd.

“No,” I tud, “she hasnt. Maybe youd better send her one.”
ﬂuFomgyurMnmh—ycm-ynppﬁamfarwﬂ'
ment employment has to 6ll out. It takes the aversge person 8
week, but Afss Winters gor hers back 1n s few davs and 1
to0k it down and left it with the Chuef of Personnel The next
d-’i’hcunxzomyofﬁocmduidh:u-mmn-ybmﬂﬂ
muhdmnppomhlm\\”mm

“Why not>” [ gard,

“She has no nubtary starus or Clvil Service status,” he said.
“Well I sud, “I have no Giril Service strus erther end
danned bntle mibieary starus 20 you go up to General Bradky
and tell him I em gamg to be compelied to cake & tram home
sbott tomorrow nught unless Mus Winters fs hired.”
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By tome memt—1 never ssked how it war done— Miss
Winters sppeared, toavel ardery and all. From that time on 1
began to function. That girl did wint she had always dooe
I my office. Time mesnt nothing She started early and she
didn ¢ quit unt] haee.

Meanrwhile 1 had formd another stenographer 2 hide gird

she was a Grude 7 which she Ind camed 1ll the way
One thing 1 nonced wis thor st my first prem conference

1 stood on segregation in the Veterans Adminmtration hospltals.

1 told them that o far s3 I was concerned a sick or dimbled
wereran was & patient, s doctor was a doctor snd & nurse was
@ tumse, and thar wes all there was to it That wes the way It
was with me, and that was the way It was in the Vereram
Adm}ubutﬂmlmph:hwfn'klwulhammdkm'ﬂh.md
will be &8 long &8 1 have anythmg to say about i,

One of the toughest dmes any of the newipsper people gave
ﬂ:wd‘nhedmubyumnvaaﬁ\hﬂnemmcd&m
Stavisky who covered vetcrans’ affairs for the Waskington Post.
We met st « cocknll paurty and his questons really took me
lPiﬂmdpurm:mgahcrmh.Thmughlvfm:[Eu\irhzhz
Wlwlendnoryofold—xyhmmadnncmlmcwlnn
where to probe and how to twist the probe. T told him the
truth to the beat of my knowledge and sbility 1 method 1 have
ahways osed with Inquusitl pap amd never reg d
He sld afterwards that he waneed to find owt whether 1 wrs
on the lerel or not, aod I must have connnced hum I wis,
because be wes my friend after that,
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veto thet re after we d better start nghr where vetoes are md
—the White Howse.”

That s what we did, and before long T found myself tlkmg
on the phone to a very soothing mndivdual mmed Zimmemmn
who was an swsstant to the Preadent. He admured dhat an effort
wes beng made to get the Prendent to veto the hill, and md
hc“wl-dbcghdtummdurlhmoonltfomodockh
hus office in the old State, W\ ar and Navv Building As we stood
in the antcroom, we zw & group of men file out, and [d ©@
Dr Bearddey “Now who are they?™

“They re the Givil Service Cammunon.”

*Oh" I sud, “that s the way the wand blows, s 2™

In the meantme, 1 had seen 3 very saractive-tookmyg yooof
woman utting at a desk. She was quite spparently \fr Zimmer
mans right bower Having had & real nghe bower mvself for
50 long and knowing what thar meant, abo remembermg e
fuul in the it World War who had steered me to the coloed
wha ordered the shoc-makmg machiners 1 2t down beside bety
and ven man found out she was the drghter of ooe of &
profeeors of patholog at Johns Hopkmmdpm"‘u"m'd
1n medreal Jore [ tald her somethmg of the Dean's Comati
phn, and promred to bong her a copr of it the pext tme ¥°
came m. Then we went m to \Mr Zimmerman s office.

1started 1 on bum with my customan darect fronnl sk
and what 1 zand was not ven complimentan to envbods B
iy or callectiveh who ted to keep the Medical Depatt
mene of the \ ererane Admmperaoon mmder Giril Sermee. I
was ot long before Mr Zimmenmun consdered T had
h:mmv\q.hmhcpnlt\!uphnwmdﬂm‘fdm
down on the or 1 have abwavs found that \r Funpedas ¥
mht when the pod want o detnn 2 man, the firse emakee b
mad My Tmn“nmmlmghmhﬂ*mmd
the buy about where be peracully good e P L 293 He oot
T on & vovrfervan defeme of the procrples of Gl Servie
why he thovy bt nobah i an app maive rob i the
crelit o e evemEel winde, wp with the sarement ot
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in my office. Time meant nothing. She started early and he
didn't quit untd] Jate.

Menwhile I bnd found another srenographer o Frrle
mmed Dorothy Bloestein, It appears she was afnald of
would heppen to her when Min Winters arrived, bot
two hit it off perfectly from the start. Mra Bluesreln
marvel, She could spell and punctmre. She had good
and mderstood my dictaon. Whet she didn't know abopy
medical terminology Miss Winrers toght her. She came i
£ Grade 2 cletk, and when I keft the Vererams Admindtringg
dtmlGndc7whnhlheh:dumcdll]tha“y

One thing 1 noticed was that ar my first premy conference
after T rook the job, I got s peerty sbarp going-over by seveny

T tives of Negro newspapert. They wanted to know how

2 ouree, and that was all there was to it That was the way j
mw—lrhmc,mddmwudww-yuwumﬂxvm
Admunbstranon hosprals while T wes there, end i will b, and
will be & long s 1 have anythung to say about it

Oue of the toughest times sny of the DEWSPIPET people gave
e wis dished ot by a smry young ex-dlarine mmed Sam
Sariky who covered veterans’ affeins for the Wasbingtom Forr,
We met st 3 cocknall purty snd his quesnoos really wok me

whole nad ofou.c:yievummcdnnc.helmrw)m
'bﬂ'ﬂmpnr:;ymdbowwtwﬁtdwwlm‘dmh
trh to the best of my knowledge and shiliy # method T tave
alvays med wach inquisitive newspapermen, #nd pever regrened.
Heﬁdmwwmmrdmﬁndmwbnhalm
wmkﬂormmlmh“mmmﬂlm
becruse he was my frend afrer that
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T Jooked for someone in the regular Vererans Admmistration
organzaton eself who could help me keep mywelf and Bradley
out of jil, and found the very mzn m Hawley s cxecutve
officer & genal fellow named Robrosont E. Adkms. Bob had
btmamundxheVﬁmAdmmmmmnlmgdmcmdhw
just the kand of ornery cntrer it was \When Bradicy had first
oonwh,th:xwmcdx\ledhlmparmwmt}ndb:mmup
with Hawley in charge of the purely medieal and profesionsl
£spects. Adhins was 1o run the sdminstestive sde, on the e
orginzanon level o3 Hrwley When he saw what & “two-headed
monster” — hrs oun words — this made of the Afedical Depart
ment, Adlis stked 1o be pot under Hawley a3 his cxecutrve,
which was dooe. "I‘huuctofndfabncg:mx,pncdaﬂym-
paml!c!edmgm'rmnmmrc!u,rdka!mabomBobAdm

Ofmumlh:ddwmonmhachng!mmdwdonmh
the Medical Department. They understood better than anybody
dxe‘hanh:Dun:Cmmmmphncouldmnmthcmnm
for“homamuc“mrﬁpm'bk.mykntwmtbdrwm
how burcaucracy and the rules and regubnoms it feeds on
could vinate & medical program, They had known the du-
coungenicat of being fenced m on cvery side by perhupt
wellnwenooned lay men who swnply condd not grasp the fact
that & doctor hike any other scientist or any other artst, mruk
be completely fmmdowlhthcrhmhudglmSu!heym
1t plum that they were glad to see me shim fnro the middie
Ofm"m“'imrtmmmum‘kchmabndad.

We al cheered when Congrem, yunt before adjourmng for
the Chrsmas and New Years holidsys, almost unanimoundy
pased our il o take the \eterans Adnunustrtion doctors,
dcmmdnuncsmnlmmmdcr(]nl&mcc.mm
war called Public Law 3931 79th Congress. All that remalned
s for Proudent Traman to sign It, which be had 1o do be-
fore January 3 to prevent s bewng nullified by pocker weta,
mddxnihcnnxa(ummgmdp[mnmgmidbcm We
couldgnmm\n.luasmﬂyanuom{urzhnmnmtmm



Chapter Nineteen

On THE SATURDAY ATTINNOOX before New Years Day of
1946, Dr Lewls G Beardiley General Hawley s deputy called
me on the telephone and asked me to come down to the Gen-
eral's affice. I kncw by his tonc that there was troable, That
was December g, the first day of en offioal four-day boluday
‘When 1 arrived, I foond a small group of the higher echelon
medscal men who were fulltime Vetersns Admunistration peo-
Ple sunding around vwrith faces a yard long. Dr Beardsky who
was afterwards appointed mnager of the big hospinl ar New-
Ington, Connecticot, & man of grest persom! cmrm snd medieal
ability was in charge. He told me they had got word through
subterranean clannels that an effort was belog made to frame
up a vero for Public Law 293

Nobody there knew exctly what wes golng on, or bhow
the thing was to be sccomplithed Whoerer was behind this
had bided hss time untl Bredley was away duck shooting on
the fint holiday be hsd had mnce the start of the war and
Hawky wxs nck In & hospral in New York. In the buresucratic
codco(c&b.dﬂsuwhthbuwnumlwdty
ﬁgm:ddxyhdmtdrwmmtmd'khmlwuld

nuve medicos besded by o dumb Swede from the

Middie West, end by the time Bradicy end Hawley came back,
PL:g)wmﬂdbcdadu-:mckn:L

“Gentlemen,” | sud, “wed bettes £t mommg, And if fex «
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veto they're after we d betrer start nght where vetoes are made
— the White House.”
’I‘b:xhwlutwtdxd,mdbdurclanglfamdmytifuﬂdﬂs
oudwpbonctouvcrynoothhghdlvidmlmmdﬂummm
whow:smmmnzmﬁm?rcddmn}!endm}ntd&ntm:ﬁm
mbmrgmdcmgnﬂm?rddmtmmod\cbm and md
hcwm:ldbcghdtomemmnlﬁemoann{outododtin
hhnﬂiceh\thcoldSure,WﬂmdN:ryBuﬂdhrg As we stood
hnhc-nmmm.wenwngrmpofnmﬁkout,mdlmdm
Dr Beardley “Now who are they?”
“They re the Cint Service Commussion.™
“Oh,"lmd,‘ﬁnudtew-lydmwmdbmkﬁ"
Indwmunmuqlh:dm:v:ryc«mcdve—loobnum
wusmnnmugnuduk.ﬁhvmqmrcappamayh!r Zhmmmer
mans tight bower Htvmghudamlﬂghtbowcrmpdffof
solangmdh\wmswhtthumm,tborunnmberhs‘fh‘
gklh!ﬁcﬁmWoﬂquwhu}udm«udmmdtmhﬂd
who ardered the shoe-making machmery 1 sst down beude het
mdvrcrymou{mmdm:tihx:vv‘ut!k'scdmghtexafcm:ﬂf'-‘be
mfmo[pdlhologyltjnhmﬂopldm:ndpnﬂywtﬂm
in medical lore. 1 told her something of the Dean s Commitr
plan, and promssd o bring her a copy of it the next ume ¥T
came m. Then we went 1n to Mr Zimrneaman s office.
lmmdmmhhnwmhmycmurydxmfmmllmd
md\s)nrlmdw:smtvcrymplmxnmrymmybodybﬁ-
vsdually or coliecuvely who med to keep the Medical Depast
roent of the Veterans Admmstration under Qv Service. 1
wi not Jong before Mr Zimmerman considered I had msuked
hmcnoughsohcpac’mduphhp:pcnmdghmddwm
down on the floor 1 have always found that Mr Eurpides wit
Eht when the gods want ro destroy & man, they first make hist
mad Mr Zumm:n'mnwtsumm:rdmcn.rghroln:‘txhecﬂm““f
the bag sbout whese he personally stood on P L. 193 He rook
off on 1 voctferous defeme of the princples of Givil Service 154
why he thought nobody mmtppomr!wbinﬂ\cgovcmm
ough:mbcummed.wmdmgupwkhtmmxemcmdw
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everything P L. 293 almed to do could be accomplbhed just
#3 well under Civil Service regulstions.

*Who rold yon that — the Civil Service Commislon?™

He replied m the affirmadve.

“Well” 1 said, “I think they are completely misken. And
1 think I m going to get hold of General Bradley and tell him
‘what s being sttempted here.”

‘With that, we took our leave.

‘We trooped back to the office and held a pretty sorry counclt
of war Having been brought home from dock shooting om
o many occanofs becxuse of private practce emergenacy,
1 thought Interrupeing Brediey’s lirde vacation was ¢ terrible
thng to do to mv chuef but I got hum on the phone and back
he came the nexr day

Brdlev immedlately mde sn app with Mr Zimmer
man, end we went over there that aftemoen, Sunday December
30. The general stared very cmphancally and cleardy that be
wis not In favor of sny interference with Pobflc Lew 293
The Veterans Admmistration hospimbs all over the country
were now carrymg a peak boad of 88,000 pedent. We were
aready o thomsnd doctors short, snd the sioanon wis geting
more acute with every day of demchiizston There was no
hopo of taking care of it under Civil Service regulstions.

I ddered that an 1l of our positien, bat
neh}tand]cynorllhouxhtwelndmmdomimpr:dm.
Mynnlymmwnmmdtmymwmmde.
to whom I gave a copy of the Dexn s Commictee plam.

The pext day AMenday December 3: Hawky bullied his
dmnthvYorkmnlthzylc(hnnuutofdz:h:plul,
mdhmmcdupln\V-ﬂdnmbokmgudmhhem
abont to bresthe his kst The three of ws went to Zimmernua 3
office, and met a Mr Arthur S, Flemmung of the Ciril Sermee
Commistion, a knowledgeble young man who spparently was
Jesding the fight for that mde I kave po doubt of his sincere
nmdnnmtmdnprhdpbofurﬂmbﬁtlm}dm
Hrwrley uhown«fczﬂnamymdrw-lulmywyhmd»
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ing lower and Jower m his uniform blowse. When it fimally cxme
owt that thingy had gone %o far that the veto mesage wis o
ready alf typed vp for the Prasident to sign, Hawlkey redly
blew up.

“If thiy bill » vetoed,” be mid, “Im throvgh that day
Reguiar Army or not” He picked up his oniform ap end
s2id, “And 1m vot gong to take part In ey more meerviews
Tre wold everybody where I stand, and thats where [ stand”

Genertd Bradley did not remonstrate with hon and nelther
did 1, and we walked out of the office. We drove Hawley w0
the train, and 1 went home.

My wife was entercaining » few fnends for New Years Eve
My contnbunon 1o the party wax & st of choice expledves
sbout Civil Sermce and albed subject. After the goest nd
gone, Launs started to come down with flu, so neither of us
slept very much that mught, she because of broochim, 1 becamse
of Civilserviceiris,

The next afternoon, which of course was New Year's Day
Bradley and | went through another meeting with Flemming
aned Zommerman. | will say those two {ellows were ghattons for
punishment they had been in pracucally cononuoms sesson
for four dayy to have this thing vetoed. We were » couphe of
pretty discouraged men when we finally withdrew to the Army
snd Navy Club 10 get ourselves cheered up 1 httle over & demk.
We didn t tuve much cheerfulnes lefr in our systems.

When 1 got home 1t was sbour seven o clock, sod my wife
called down ta me from her bed upsturs that the Whie Hoase
’“db‘mu)mgmmmmuchmzhmfnfquimmcdmc
lmmmmx.wmmmmdywhm
Zummerman who wud that hus secretary had told hum aboot our
plan which both he rad Afr Flemming comddered a very good
plan. In b smooth wav he ssked if 1 wouldn't come down md
Glk thn thing over with them some more; he had Flemming
there and aho the chief doctor for the CGivil Service Commission,
Dr Harvey

“Mr memmn,”lmum»l have gaid alf that [ sm
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going to wy to you in your offiee. If you want to see me, you
o ol come up here; and youd betrer get something m ent
finst, becanss [ haven t had auy dinner yee”

He nld they didn't necd any dinner and they wouldn ¢ tske
rach of my tmme,

They were up 1z the howse m « very few mirmtes, became 1t
was only ¢ short rim by sutemohile w where we were Living
oa st Sereet, [ admrtred them and we e in the froot room
to talk. It turned out that they hed some peculhar Mess about
not taking moch of my time, becune they hept me talkog
for two hours snd & half It was sbenxt ten o clock, and maybe
they thonght they had me prety well weakened by hunger
when the subject was very dehicately broached that Hawley
brd sd he wounld qurr if the hw were pot mgned, and if he
did, would 1 connder taking bis job and bang chief? 1 could
fexl the prckicy starting up ca the back of my mecl.

*Gentlemen,” I sud to them, “the minute Prul Hawley leaves
here, 1 kexve with him. I do not care about oy present pontion
unless I can do 1 job in ft, end T would not take kmdly to any
tuggesuan thet 1 ymght be {nterested m mdercuting my chuef ”
1 stood up, “Good myht, gentiemen.” And I let them oot

My wife, in splte of ronning » tempenture of toz at the
time, kad had her ear flapping over the banmter Fsteumg to
this convermtion 1 was ghad 1 had 2 witnew to it 1 went op-
stalrs, feeling prerry mad Ay wafe climbed back into bed, and
1 mid, “I d Tke to let the workl know what thesc fcllows are
up to. T don't belicve they could mand the Lght of poblicley
bt Xy don ¢ know how o get it™

She suggested callmg Drew Pearson, who i those days had
o fifteco-minuee radw program. 1 snd 1 wooldne be satisfied
with a flsh newscast of what bnd happensd 1 wanted this
story splashed scrom the front page of & newspaper where it
could be read and digesred, and I wanted kit in the next mommg
before thmgs cooled off. Then it ocemrred o me that thero
wis one man in the world who coald pat ths thing in e form
that would nibs the halr on everybody who knew all the dir
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curmunces of the pasing of the hw and who was 2 good
fneod of mine o3 well a3 of Bradley and Hawky That was
my friend Swavnsky of the Washingron Porz.

1 called the Fost and got the disheartenmg news that Sm
W3 W3y on 2 two weeks weaton. Without mock bope, 1
tried his home telephone, God was cerminly with me thet
night: Sam bad walked into the house and hung vp ko hat
noc ten momates before 1 called. So the tming on th thing
wis dramane.

1 started 1o el him the story in bnef with & few exchms-
thors, He cut me off “Hold t," be said, “T'R be up.”

In fifteen mumutes, he was stending at the front door where
Ih:bdcdhmuhighbaﬂbdﬁmh:muldwhnh:toﬂ'lh’d
one 1 my other band, and 1 still had not had any dimer |
1t him down and strred celing him the storv When 1 was
abowt halfway through, he sud, *Hold the rest of . \Vheres
your phore?™

I thowed han the phone and he called his iy room. He
mmmanzed the mtosnon very quckly ending by sayhog be
would want & rewrrte man in half an hour

He ame tack and I finshed my sccount while he made
notes. Then he lefr. The next moming there it was in Cohumn
1 o&t the {ront page

* AQENCIES OFFICIALS OUT TO KILL
VA MEDICAL BILL
Covn Soavicr, Buorr Orrross 1o Request Truaan
70 VETU It At Last Alnevrr

Sﬁml‘udmldlhcmryconrpktcb and had put in g parse
graph saving not only that General Hawley would definueely
quit s\ cterane Adminustranon post if the Prendent should
\nothcbﬂlmddm“mmvofdwn:ﬁmimpnnﬂnsn‘db'
mea” who had joned the Veterans Admnstration would go
out with km, bur thar thers was “2 grear possbilty thit
General Bradiey fumself would sk 1o be relicved of hs asdgn-
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ment,” which wat true: there was 2 pomibility even though
Bradley himsclf had not mentloned it. The story sald we had
been “stunned” — a3 we ceminly hed been — when we learned
that 4 veto of the bill was befng recommended. And 1t wound
vp with the sutement that a veto would cnpple our whale
medical effort for the veterar, which was the simple fact.

That story really blew the id off and the roars of anger it
Froduced op on Capitol HIll could be heard from ooc sdde
of the country to the other Semstors and Congressmen who
were in town began telephonmg thelr collesgues on bong dis-
tance, and | understand the White House phooe was a5 bosy
B ounx st the Verersns Admmignton. I went down m my
desk the moming of Janmary 3 feeling pretty good. When I
am forced mto a fight, I like It to be 2 real ope, and thy one wes

Early that afternoon, General Bradley called me to my that
the Premdent, who had been out on the vacht Willimohurg
watlng his State of the Union mesmge all this tme, was back,
and we were to go over to the White House and present onr
case to b

So over wo went. The men mssembled in the Presidents
office were Jodge Rosenman of New York, who was ooe of
the Presidents poncipal advisers and writers of speecha,

Flemming Bradley end myself The Prendent was
workmg In the pext office and Judge Rosenman got up sevenl
thmes after the argument started and went Into the Prendents
office, the door to which ws close by his detk.

Mr Fkmmmg, represanting the Clvil Service Commnsion,
Sarted thngs off by argumg for the veto oa the ground thit
whir we were proposing could be done equully well under
Civil Service rules, so there wms no necesdty for Public Law
1293; farthermore, be dechired, of the iw were sgned it woold
disrupt the chsified services; but if we wanred them to, the
Civil Service Commimson would ek the President m smpend
Civil Service rules for mx months while we got ear progrsm
Rarted,

Bradley was then called on, He turned the presentatioa over
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1o me, § began with & very concise statement of the Dean s Com-
mittee Plan, and then [ sud T was interested to hear Mr Flemming
sy the Clvil Service Commission would make a direct request to
the Prendent to suspend Civil Service mles for six months.
Rught there, T said, I wondered why it was necessary to suspend
Gwvil Service rules for mx months, if we could sccomplsh eur
umn just a5 well under Civil Service ruler. That was » question
thst Alr Flemming couldn t answer night off the bat.

So I sad, “Ar Flemming 1 undermand that 1 Givil Service
yon bave exsmunations to pass before you can get a grade or
2 posiuon. [t that nght?”

He said that, as « rule, that was so.

“Well, Mr Flemmung lef’s mke this need that 'm gong to
tell you about now for the Veterans Adminmtraton Medical
Drepanment. We need a genenl surgeon, sn hternbst, o opthak
mologist end an orthapedic surgeon for & hospral and we wamt
good ones, good cnongh to be profesors of thelr subjects
first rare medical school, We dont want just some old mm
who my they re what we want —we want the best. Who s
gong to give the cxaminaton to these professors that we need
int}mMcd}ulDepamnmi"

He replied that the Deans Comummttees or the deans of the
medical schools would of course be guthorized to give the
examinations.

“Mr Flemmung,” 1 sard, “will you tell us who examines the mn
wha wrote the book? Betxme we want the man who wrote the
book\Vclm(mmmcdmmyofhbmbordhmu\me“
want 1 doctor we re going after & top doctor and be k't gomg
to take any examination from snvbody Now Mr Flemming,
there s another thing that you have. Pre scen the Form g7 that
w"“‘nm(oﬁﬂmtomlpudnminavﬂm
undwh}chhsuppowdmg{veyw-dcx:.npdonofthcm:n.b"
shifittes 454 what he has done before. You ako have 8 descrip-
oea of the job to be filled. You try to get the man whose
m"nmmmmgmjwmmudm
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He 1id that was right,

“Well, then,” 1 said, “look over bere.” [ potnted to a beantifal
bindscape painting hanging on the wall of the President s office.
“Ar Flemmung * [ said, “would yos mind sending to your office
for a Form 57 and the other forms you use, and wiitng on them
8 description of the man who pamted thar pierure?”

I could sce he was 2 bir flibbergested, so 1 sid, *War o
minute, 111 ler you off & Iittle easler than thar, Write s descrip-
ton of the man you re golng to hire to copy that prerure so that
you cant tell the difference between the onginal and the copy *

“Well, you cant wnte & deseription of sa artdst, Doctor ™ he

“You re darm nght you can'’t write a descriptoa of an artist,”
1 xaid, “and what is medicine except one of the highest forms
of art, working In the most complicsted medinm in the world —
the humsn body the humin remperament md the homsn mnd?
The fact s, If you try to write a descoption of # good doctor
all yoa can wine bt & descriptron of & hack who'y good for noth-
Ing excepe to shufile papens eround the way the medicos m che
Veterans Admmsttration have had to do two-thurds of the tdme
up o now And we just cun’t rum the Veterans Admintwraton
Medical Department under that kmd of system.”

Just ¢35 T was finuhing up, I saw the Proklent come vp to the
door of the room where he wues warlang. I doabt that enyone
else in the group conld see him, because of the engles st which
wa were facing Judge Rosenman stepped mro the President’s
affice, said 2 few words, came back and ssked, “Ts there anythmg
more you woukd like to 53y General Badley?”

Bradiey shook his head. “No, 1 think we ve had fr all sud
Thank you very much.”

We got up and went out together Mr Flemming and Mr

were still there, 1 had @ud all 1 wanred o say nd
General Bradley bad hardly opened hs mowmh. As we went
throvgh the optside office, the reportens sarrounded us in mobs,
clamonng to know whether General Bradley was really golng
to quit if the President dudn't sgn the il
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General Bradley smiled ¢nd looked st the newspapermen and
sald, “Gentlemen, I'm 2 soldser 1 don t quit under fire.®

Under fire was exxctly how I fele, like & mon crouching down
in g foxhole while the shells exploded all sronnod lum. And I wat
very consclous of the fact that history was in the making end
we had doae 11! we could sboat jr. W ¢ got inm Bradicy’s aat.
1 don't Lnow what public men are snpposed to 53y to each other
prvarely at such juncrures, but 1 know what General Omar
Brudlev sad on thar oceasfon. He tumed to me sod said, T
think this calls for ¢ driol.”

And I said, “Genenl, if you don’c know where to get oat, [
dor

So we went to the Army sod Navy Club sgain and bad on¢
ceremonial drinl, then bacl to the Veterans Admmistration, be
1o his office and 1 fo oune, to walt. The deadine was midnight
the next day and if it went by wrthout the President’s signatare
on the bull, our program would be sec hack indefinucely~ perhaps
entirely destroy ed, becanse by the ume we could ger Congress
to act over & veto, we would have loxt 2ll our momentum snd
most of the doctors we needed. About the middle of the afeer
noon, my telephone reng I grabbed k. It was General Bradiey
caling direct 3 he always did,

“Doctor ™ he said, “the President hay just telephoned persor
ally that be 13 egning the bill”

The day after P L. 193 was signed, Northwestern and the
Unrvernty of Ilinos put m fifty-six residents et Himes Geaeral
Hospinal without gang through Ciwil Service, and withln three
weeks of thar time the University of Minnesota put m twenty s
st Forr Snelling.

Those were excmg days ln the Veterans Adminktration
Medical Department. We had gaimed our frecdom, aad Public
Lav g3 was our Magns Care. We didn't sctually throw the
Ginl Sermice rulebook out the window becnne we wers o the
eighth f1,0r and 1t probably would have killed tuo or three pet~
ple on the sdewall, but we fee ws thongh we had. For the first
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thme, T sew people m the Medical Department throw ont thelr
chess and sct like men.

The young doctors and the veterans who needed their care
were pounng out of the armed services ot 1 tremendons rate.
We had to work fest to get the Dean's Commmitrees operating
in the rest of the countrv’s medical schools whike the good men
wre wanted 15 our redidents were still foothoose and svaflable,

I started with the biggest and what Jooked like the toughes
sitoon. New York City There was only onc Vetersns Ad-
ministration hospral there, up m the Bronx, but there wers five
independent medical schools, and 1 mean they were mdependent,
1 thooght fr might be quite 2 job m ger all five deans of five
different medical schoob to Ile down together in one bed and
ot start kicking each other. 50 I went to sce Dr \Willam
C. Rappelye, desn of medtane st Colombm #nd a vice president
of the ynventiry whom I knew 83 & wonderful administracor
He stetred the unlted efforts of those five deans wovwards making
one of the finest medical ecnters 1n New York out of what
had been 2 very moch looked-down-upon institubon. I had o
make only two more tnps up there, to help them woa out &
tangle or two, and that was that.

One of the prohlems that developed In that New York mtuz
ton, and which I thought would probably be pretty genenal,
was that some of the full-dme Vettrams Admmatration doctors
were Inclined to grumble about their changed status. One of them
ame up to me in a corndor in the New York Vererans Ad-
ministration hospitl and wnd, wrth a good deal of trucukmes in
his valee, “Now that we are ont from under Ciwl Service, what
protectron do we have?”

1 looked ot him. “Aister " 1 sald, “you have 83 much protection
a3 1 ever had in my Efe Yourve gotr somethmg & whole lot
better than protection — a chumee to make some progren. You'll
go up faster without Ciell Service beexuse we dont have o sk
enybody whether we can pramate vou or oot end 1 think prob-
ably you'll go out faster if you donc give the kind of medical
service we expect you to give in a1 Verenm Admnistradon
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hospital, because we doa t have to ask anybody whether we can
fire you or not, ather Does that answer your question?™

He said 1t did, and T suspect he was telling the truth, becrose
he stay cd on, and was one of our best men.

Pretty soon the full-time doctors began to find out how much
the rendency truning program helped them. They mw for
themselres how we cut down on their paperwork, and smigoed
ward clerks to take care of what couldn't be avosded, to now
they could spend their ume practiong medicine. They 1w
sbove all, how the treatment of their patients improved, snd
that fs all that b really neceswary with any doctor who & wonh
his salt, That hosprtal 1n the Bromx was one of the oldest m the
Veterins Adminsstration. It had been built onto, patched op ed
remodeled mto a giganoc jumble of wards and corridors and
ramps. But inside of two months, with all those medical schools
and doctors coaperating ke blood brothers, the Deans Com-
mittee system made 1t mto one of the outsendmg teaching
bospitas In New York.

With New York off and running the next dragon to be
taclled was Boston, and I say “dragon” advmedly becsuse from
where I sat conditions there looked pretty tough Troe, there
Were not 1 many deans to be dealt with s in New York, bat
kow in the world could we male a workmg tesm out of three
medical schools which differed a1 much In thelr ideas, texchung
methods and waff as Boston Univernty Tufts and Harvard, -
pechlly snce Harvard supposedly looked dovwn Ins nose st the
other two, and Boston University and Tufws carried a big chop
on their shoulders about Harvard's angle of vision? 1 took & koog
breath and flew op to Roston without having made any sppomt
ment or telling enyonc | wes coming got there about noon, for
vfied mvielf with s good lunch at the Ritz Hotel snd took 8
@l out to start o the dean of the Harrard Medical School

He was buvy and 1 waited i his anteroom about an hoor It
v.ﬂllu'm(fomodockbcfomhhltcrmryumlﬂu‘md"w
that the dean would see me now I went in and met the gentke
man 1n hs digrufied mahogany ined office, sat down and F17¢
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him a very brief mmmary of our phns, concluding with the
statement that any respomsiblliey the deans of the medica) schooks
cared to take wonld be backed up to the Limi of the bw 1
think the dean had been rather skeptcal m the beglaning, but
when I was through he maid, *Are you in & hurry?®

“No,” I mid, “I'm not in sy hurry I'm just bere o see if
T cant belp you end the deans of the other two schools m town
gt this Vetersns bospital care program esteblithed nght now
and T don t mean tomorrow — I mean rdght now "

He smiled at that snd sald, *Wait & mmute® He picked op hs
telephooe and called the dexn et Boston Univermty who ep-
parently was In a mecting “Would yon mind seelng iof you can
all him om?” the Harvard dean seid. “I have samething very
unportant to talk to hun abont.”

The Boston Universty gentlemsn came oa the fine and the
Harvard dean maid to him, "Doctor 1 have one of the most in-
teresting things here in the way of 2 medicul educational proposi-
ton that I've ever heerd. Could you meet s at the Harvard Club
for dinner ronighe?™

Then be called the desn st Tufs end told hum the tmo stary
So st six 0 clock thet night the three desns and I st down to
am excellent dinner st the Harvard Club, and whatever thelr
repatsnon for looking down noses and not gettng along mght
bave been, there never was o friendlrer meal I cold them that
W¢e were going to build e hespinal in Boston for the care of vet
erang, and that we would buld it wherever the three of them fek
it would be of the grestest gervice as & teachmg hosplol, and
thereafter It would be up to them to staff it and pot in programs
that woold insure fint-che imstrocson o their reddents o

tralning

“Well, gentlemen,” | raid, at the end of my cxposition, antid-
pating & barrge of questons, “what do you say?™

“They just looked at each other and suid, “We'll do ™

That wis the only dme I ever had to go to Boston in connec
ton with the Dean s Commitree phn. Those three men and their
ansochates took it from there,
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With that encouragement, 1 started calling deans all over the
country from my Washmgton office, and relnforced my rele
phone persuasions with letters. By that ime the plan was getting
to be known almost everywhere, and Hawley wis selling it In
medical telks #ll over the country The one plrce where [ mmn jato
a stone wall wis one where I had not expected any trouble at all
— San Franasco, I could make no progress by tekephone or letter
with the dexns of the two big medical schools there, Sunford
and the University of California. They sumply were pot willing
to cooperate. I deaded I would have to fly out there, which I
did,

1 arnved on 2 besutiful day called my two deans end armenged
to meet them and some of the kadmg men on ther snffs the
followmg morning 1n a board room st the University of Caf-
fornia.

That kfc me the afrernoon free, and 1 took 2 trip to the
Veterans Hospral at Pelo Alto, T didn't expect nmch, but that
place gave me & shock. They had five doctors there, taking care
~ quesnoamark in a very large way ~ of one thottand panents.
The outede of the “facility” was very nice, with well-tended
shrobs nd flowerbeds, but what went on inside vt fusc bevood
description, It was « perfect example of what happens v medi-
cine under the Hines-Civil Service type of regime. The Vererens
Hospital in San Francuco Ielf which was the one [ wanted
staffed by the two medical schools, both of which sre in the aty
bad three hundred and fifty beds end kt also had fust fivo doctors
on . staff So the medical profesion of the Bay arca had coo-
suntly m front of their eyes toro examples of burcsucratie meds
ane at 1ts wonst,

In the board room the next morning, T found mysclf fecing
nﬂnmmthtmdkuuguhhcdphyucumnldmrwmh
northern Californis, srrayed arcund e Jong polished walnut abik
In well-uphobstered high-tacked chairs that would hold a man
of connderable pomponty in comfort. After having been greeted
by those present who were friends of mine, and jntroduced o
those whom I had not met before, I sat down between e
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tw0 dexs and stated my proposition, with which they were all
sheolutely famifier Then they starred ssorg questons They
were the most inquinng, inquistive, tncompronming group 1
bad ever run inte, in this job or my other Thesr questions were
nmmcrelypmcn'ldng they were grven a twist and dig thar
1 d entircly y 1 wasat wed to this kind of
thing, snd [ dldn't ke to be pot m the powtion of o supphicant
before there men, So [ flared up & few wmes, snd finally ooe of
them said

“Lock here, Dr Miagnuson, we here in thrs area just don ¢ Bke
the ides of our medical schools and doctors in our medical
schools beang closely smochted with the federal government, snd
taking care of panenn for whom the government s responsible.”

And then the whole story came out. It was not merely that they
&ud not want to be connected with any such pracice of medi-
cne a1 they saw In their own Vererans Administrstion hospicake
These men had permueded themaetres that the Dean s Commutes
Pl wes ¢ b tng of Yoad 3 So, to my ok
ﬂlrprbcmd}nrrorlfcmndlwnbcmgloohdmindmphet
5 2 501t of undertover advance man for a thmg which was abso-
lute snathems to mel Funthermore, thelr stdrode impled that
my purpose in coming ot here was not wiat I pretended it was.
1 bed & Washingron hbel on me, so therefore I must be wp to
somethmg bed.

We had funch In that room snd that was o plessnt intertude
becanse for the moment those men regarded me & mywelf ond
0ot 25 on sgent of the Devil Then they telephaned their offices
d got wme of thelr private busmess sraghtened out, and we
started In sgain,

Finally about five o clock, I was pne sbont fed wp with my
friends and thote who had proved to be not 5o friendly in the
dhsoradon, 1 leamed back m my char, folded my hands over
my front and sad to all of them, “Now Isten, you buds, I've
tafled all 1 m gowng ro. | ve trred to 1efl what we are aitempting
10 do. ! belisve trt this wonld be & memendoms sdvantrge to
your young men who come back from the armed serviees, whom
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you have partly trained and who want more training You ean't
give it to them in eny of your clvilmn hospitals or any place che
tat | know of Heres s chunce to do ft. I'm telling yon that
Genera! Bradiev says and Genen! Hawley says we can do ths
on the ssme besls that you are practicing medicmne In your vol
vernty hosphals and I beleve that they are gowng to back v up.
If they don ¢ back us up I'm ont, and if chey don t back you up,
you can get out ey tame you want. But thus 15 & ume when wed
better go e work and nake sometiung of what 15 bany offered
to us. Youve got a hospital here which i casily accexible to
buth of your medical schools and you can set up vour own
teachmg program and appoint your own staff Now when do we
go to work?™

There wat a mumute $ silence and then the dean of the Uner
uty of California Aledical Schoal sald, “How about eght o clock
tomarrow moming?”

Nebody ever saw such ¢ medical program set up in sach 2
short tme a3 the one those men installed in that haspal Tn o
matrer of davy, they put n a firse-class seeff of more then thurty
doctons, all bat five of whomn wert reddents and artending men
and consaltnts from those two medrcal schools. The manager of
the old Veterams Admmistration hesprtal has never recovered t0
ths day s00n afterwards he asked to be mansfesred to the man
2gership of 8 hosprtal out ¢ Montans, a long way from any medical
school. § am surc he did well m that post beesse he really was 2
good hospital manager bur he knew nothmg about the modem
practice of medicine or dealmg wath the professors In the medsca!
schools and the deans In the medical schools who really knew
how 1o put on a tranung program and take good care of patientt.

1 was very thankful that that crowd did what they did beera®
00n afterwards my younger sister Ruth's boy Harold, who had
come back from bemg & bomber pilot tn the Pacific with fust
sboot all the decoravons the Army Alr Forces could put od
hes chest, war snjured m an amromoblie sccident. He fractured
hus spinie at the erghth dorsal vereebra and from that day to tha
has never moved » muscle below that polnt. He was fing taben
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10 a clvilian hospital nexr Seusalito, In 2 state of severe thock
and with fintle chance of Diving through the night. Dr Emike
Holman, the cluef of the surgical service st the Veterans Hos-
pital and profesor of surgery &t Stnford, cxme over from his
home in San Francisco st midnight, examined him and sayed
wrth hmm, keepmng him alive, untll noon the pext day when
Harold was operated on by a specialist whom Dr Holman called.
When be was strong enough to be moved, be was teken to the
Veterans  Admunbtraton hospital for rehabifitation, Some of
those same men who hed been so doubeful of me ar fint were
in charge. Harold was only off work for a2 year from the time
be was hort, He drives his own sutomobile scros the Golden
Gate Dridge to his office in San Francisco, works & full day &
a detigner in an advertinng outfic and drves his car home. He
b2y barbecoe parties in his backyard, he tekes complete care of
hommclf; his mother does not have to help hum st all He tekes
his own bath, shaves humself end performs all the other func
tons of normal Hfe without ever asking eny help. And all chat
he leamned s a result of hh treatment fn the Verermns Hospleal

He s an eample of the kind of thing we were trying to do In
the Veterams Administration medical program.



Chapter Twenty

THINGS KEPT HUMAING In Washington, 1 was moved ioto a
spacions room flanked by two side offices, one for my sdmins-
trative officer Bob Kevan, and the other for my medrcal swistant,
Dr Edward Harvey Cushing Miss Winters sat in my office with
me. [ felt safer knowing she was there with a westher ear out
fur\vh:tlnidlndwh:tmhcrpcoplen.nd.ﬂtrnottbouk"”
ahvays handy and she could take o coaversation down ss fest
o1 anybody could talk nobody ever had sny better fnsurence
agains bewng msquoted. She md M. Bluestein got more work
done than sny other four secreturies in the Vererans Administrs-
tion, and 1t never had to be dong over Our letrers went out
properly spelled, puncroated, and addresed they went out oo
tme, which wis something rare In any government ageacy

And now wath the Deans Commutrees operating all over the
country we were o fair targer for the polticans, Practically
m'}'ﬁ}wmzsmmrur()mgnmmnulkdupcm‘]
Hawley to get a job for s doctor friend who bad heard abost
us and thought he would like to get in on what looked fike the
gravy trzm. Hawley always uched them on to me, which I rether
enjoyed, becanse ft gave me s chance to settle the whole thing
m“'lobofldvmsingwhnwcumuyhgmum-
plsh. Every Senstor we could wm over to the new kind of
medicine we were practraang in the Vecerans Adminksranon wet
?ntmuchxmd:edgmncd.ldmlopcd-buo(mwh‘dﬂk
or handling Cong ] 1

g
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“Yes,sr " 1 would say “vou have s doctor who it an unosmlily
fine man. Well, we cerminly need good doctars, Senstor (or
Congressmem, if thar's whet be was) And we understmd that yon
bave a good medical school in ywur state (or two or three—
wharever the number wa) *
*“We ceramly do, Doctor!™ And it didn’t take nmoch inaging-
Bon to see the Senatur 3 chest pufimg op.
“Well, we thmk &0, too, Senator * 1 sakd. “And we prefer to
bave the doctors m your state take care of the yeterams m vour
ste. We prefer to have the desn of your medicat school end has
sssocutes choose the doctors who are going to do the work,
becaute we think they know those doctors mruch better thin we
do. So just tell your friend to go and see the desn of your
medica] schoal, and if the men on the Dean s Commattes in vour
own state think he is the kind of fellow your vetersns cught to
have takdng care of them, they'll be gled to tke him on.”
“Doctor, if that's the way yoo are running this thing, I em
perfectly musfied Tl tell my frend yost what you sud, and be
can deal wth the dexn of our medical school back home.”
And that was the last we heard from that Senator or Congres-
man about givmg 1 job to a doctor constitnent.
My storude towards rofes and regulations bemg what 1t was,
I was somewbat ke than tckled o get 2 notico myvng [ was
supposed to mke out a budget for my deparmment for the
fical year 1945-1946, on what was called a “deficencs” buir
This meant that [ was to prepare & request for an appropmtron
for money we had ahrcadv spent, as well 13 what we were going
t spend In the next four months, jostifvmg o with fgures,
extimates and much more of the sxme.
1 seratched my besd and mud o myself “Now what do 1 do?”
Well, I knew there was 2 department in the government called
the Barcsn of the Budget, and somebody had told me sboat
2 man mamed McNamara who Was in it e 8 mawer of fxct,
what | had beard was that this McNaman was downright
jous in p the g from spending one sm-
gle cem unnecemarily on bospitah of the care of wcl. people 0
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when I picked up the telephone ro call him, T was expecting 2
fight.

*“Is thes Mr Fred McNamare?” T ssked when he came on the
Ene.

“Yer”

1 md, “ und: d you re the roughest Inshmsn In Wastnng-
ton.”

“Is that 502" he sud. “Who am I tllang to?™

“You're talldng to the toughest Swede that ever cume to
Washington,” I naid,

“Oh,” he sald, “you must be Dr Magouson at the Verenm
Administration!”

“That s fight,” I said. “I'm calling to sec If you have a coople
of fellows down there who will go over to George Wiashington
Univeraty at cight o clock tomorrow snd give my lecture oa
bone and jomt dneases, while 1 try to make oat the badger for
this department.”

McNaman bunt out Lughing st that, and It wes & fricodly
Isogh. "What are you trying to do, Doctor, kid the Budger?”
“No more than the Budget Is kdding me,” I sald. “Youre
Just &3 competent o give a lecture on bone and jolnr discases ®
T'am to cope with budgetary problems.”

He asked what he could really do for me, and I sald he codld
send & man over to interpret for mo what it would cost to do the
thlrmwemvhomddoingmdbuwm.mgeforhvbﬂd‘
interns and residents paid, end all the rest of I,

He naid, “Docror you just sty when”

T suggested ten o clock the next momning and promptly st thit
hour to very nice, smart young fellows came Into my
md introduced themselves a3 from the Buresu of the Bodget
llookcdndxmmduid‘%nd’wbowmydmglbuﬂ
lhch:nlComn‘nm:phn,whudayund\hku“r?Im"’“
wmwﬁml‘ﬂlﬂvctubﬁyﬁumt}nhaﬂl"

They both Lrnghed and sard that woulda't be pecesary- they
kad Inspected three of our haspitak and were thoroughly sod
on our program. The patients were getrng betrer ereament #0d
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were happier then ever before, and we were ndding the nstrtu-
tons of 2 lot of deadwood. So they were for ue,

They sturted to pull vp chainy, bat then they looked around
nd onc of them mid, “Where are your budget people, Docrar?™
“My budget people?™ I sud. *IVho do you mean?™
“Yours, in the Vetersns Admunmtration,” they sald. So help
me, that was the first time I had entertuned the noton that the
Veterams Adminstranen might bave Its own budget depertment.
They told me the head of it was & man named Sam Moore. 1
called him and he very affably sent several of his essistants down.
There were many problems 1 hsd never thooght of For imstnce
we bad to decide what we would pay our residents —$1400 2
year, §3000, §3300, or what—and we had to thiok of some
Jogical resson far whatever fignre we settied on. Then, when it
ame to toals, we did not know how many reddents to sllow
for becauss we had no ides how sctively the Dean s Committers
were going to functon during the bahnce of the Ascal year
which ended June jo. The same sort of facturs had to be taken
into sccomz for our Rehabifimrion Department, m which we
would have an undetermined pmmber of phviical therepisty: and
then there were the occupstional thersputy, nd the recreadonal
theraprsty we were golng to have in the neuropsychntric hos-
pitalt to provide achletic relaxstion for the mmates. These peo-
ple were all under (Ivil Service, but the nunes were not, 0 they
end their salarles had o be treated sepanately We fimally got all
thess dirensities mndwiched in, In soch & way that Genenl
Hawiy could present them in s logical fashron when he went
up to the Hill to justify our request for funds,

In the end, some of it was pure guesnrork. I remember sug
gesting that we put m for « thousnd readenn, and everybody
there thinking that was a splendid number and surcly comerya-
tive enoaghl As it turned oot, we had fiftcen hundred residents
st work in haspinals In yanows paros of the country by July 1
They were all retamed medical officers fram the Armmy Navy
nndAmyAthrcﬂ.lndehﬂﬂyhﬂdﬂfmﬁ
peychiatry logy tmerm! medicine, genenl
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and orthopedre surgery dentistry and onl surgery Thote De'
Commircrees were really daing their jobe, sod cthe resddents pro-
fgram was s real soccess.

We gave these young men responsibllity under supervition, 8
fast o3 we conld, and they throve and developed an k, Not only
did they do good work, but they brought a new kind of spurt
inro these hospimh,

Complaints sbour the treatment of veterans stopped almost e~
urcly Congressmen for the first time m history began geing
Jetters pralung the condmons 10 our haspieels, In frct, we bad
$0 many enthusiasts for our brand of govermnment medcine that
I was scared for a while that we had actually done what my
San Francucn friends bad been afrald of — glven aid and com-
fort to those who wented ta bring !l medicine under govern-
ment control Bur the fect was thar what we had was nat
government medi or sochlized med st all, bur povee
meducine at 163 best, bang pracnced m government hosplesk.
The magrutode of the thung was really something Coogres
had authorzed # tom! Vetersns Admmistration hosmeal capacity
nf:47.ooobed;\Vh:andkyhsdnkmoveruAdfmﬂm
the Veterans Adminmtration hed had 83 33¢ bedy in g8 horpruk,
Of comse a “bed” 10 hospital termunology mems not oaly the
bed Inelf in which the patrent lies, bur everything that make
ft posiible and profitsble for him to be therc—the buikding
e all us unlics, the operating rooms end laborstones, the
Hmhaumdmngp:nmqw;uﬁqmmdurtﬁﬁﬂﬂl
and rehabilicatronal facibities. Durtng the next fwo years, we were
gomg 1o have to acquire more than 63 soo addinona) beds. Some
would be m exsting hospitals which we would trke over from
the armed services others woold be in brand-new
which we would have to build, or in sddrtions to ewsting haw
pitah. The orginal sppropration was the modest sum of $448
000,000 the total cost wos estimaced st well aver a billon dolsn!
The trouble was chat there were too muny people — cern
membess of Congress, political nd cinic keaders n vanows cide
#nd states, end above all, quite # few of the poomedical sd-
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runistrative people In the Veterans Administranon — who did
not undersiand thar 2 hospital s & great deal more than just & pile
of bricks end mesonry and boards, covered with & roof nd
suck down anywhere.

A lot of people wanted m 1o settle for thingy ke the Army’s
Vallev Forge General Hospital, ounide of Philsdelphia, or Schick
Genenal Hospital m Tows, or Cemp Whito tn Qregon. Why the
Ammy ever built bospitaly like those I don't know 1 remember
ope of the Penntylvaniz Congreysmen calling me;

“IWhy Doctar wusn t Valiey Forge Hospitsl, dunng the wer
unnofd)emonflmo\nhospnhh:tbecmmuy?\Vlmtkpub-
bicly scchiimed in papers and ines for the g
work 1t was dofng?™

*Yes, uir,” 1 sald, “It certainly wes, becrme the Surgeon Gen-
ena] had saffed it with eustnding doctors from clvilian hife who
were commemnaoned in the Afedical Corps. But now those doctors
have gone back to their avillan practices, snd that phee 15 just
$0 many onc-story wooden barmacks buikdings spread out hori-
zontally all over Hell's half-scre, only its more like HelTs fifty
or sixty scres. It hay maybe ekeven mikes of corndorx. If we want
to send a patent to be X-ryed, he may have to be wheeled &
mile and a half from his ward to the X~y room, end be cant
take hrmself thar far if he deserves to be 1n & hospiral st 2ll, 50
it requires an orderly to make two round trips far him o get
his X my It will cost the mxpayer twelve fifty a dsy for cvery
patlent there, instead of the seven dollars end dghty-five cents
a day 1t costs in our modern vertica! hospink. A docror who
works nme hoars there may spend three of those hours walking
those endless corridors and mmps gomg from pament o patent.
Maybe the armed services during the war had so many doctors
they dudn't mmd wastng ther nme and the taxpavers moocy
that way Buot, Scrator this is pescetime and thus b che \ ererans
Admunigration we ve got & ot of veterans to uke care of snd
we can ¢ afford that lond of lovury o that's what s

That wis the kind of mlk the Congresumn understood. We
heard no more about \ alley Forge,
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‘The arguments thar were a Litle harder to win were the ooes
sbout the locatrons of our new hospitals. In many cases the land
had slready been bought, back in the Hmes era. It was difficuk
to make some people see why we should abandon these sites,
which were mvarlably oot m the canebrakes, and boy pew aots
in expensive downtown Jocatians.

The aty of New Orleans, for instance, hed presented o
with & most atractive mte, free of charge. It wus 2 loog way
north of town in the direction of Lake Pontchartrun, and when
T went out to sce it I consldered it a prety good swamp. We
drove back downtown, and I suggested that we take & Jook gt
the great Chanty Hospital of New Oreans and the Truro Clinse,
both within a few blocks of the medical schools of Loudslm
State and Tuhine oruverstes. Right next to them I srw a grest
big besotful area of lind with nothlng on it but some ugly
g3 tanks which were mainly polluting the atmosphere, So I sald
In & reasonably Joud voice. “Do you sappose they're going
keep those smelly gas tanks in the muddle of rown forever?

Do, Alton Ochsner and Guy Caldwell gave s cockwil pary
that sfternoon at Dr Caldwell s howse, where I met a number
of charmung people. For same resson, 1 found myself situng with
Mr Morson, the Aayor of New Orleans, in & litle side room,
adlﬁfmw!hlghumhndmdnubodyc}aumd.&
what was more natunal than for me to buzst forth with what we
had m mmnd for & Vetersns Admmistriton hospital and the
reasons why we had it 1n mnd? And of coarse I ssked ban
thous the gas-tank property

He lnquired whether I could conveniently come to his offics
the pext mommg which [ very gladly sgreed to do.

On my smval there s courtly gentleman was Introdoced 2
me a5 the presdent of the gas company Another gentleman was
introduced as the editor of the Toomer Plcaysone Without debsy
Mayor Morrson brought up the question of the gus company §
property 1ad the Veterans Administration hespital.

1 bad no authority wh to make any ag sbout
the parchase of real estate or the focation of hospitals, bat befare
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we got through with that conference that morning = price had
bern put on the gas company » land, which Alsy or Mortison sald
wis [irtle more than token payment for property in thar locs
rioa, I said we would bay that lnd.

The next day the newspapers smnounced this on their front
pages. I cut the stones oat und sent them to Geoeral Bradiey
and Genenl Hawley without apology

The Construction Department of the Vetersns Adminsstration,
which was responsible for real estate porchoses, practically threw
a double back somenaulr, snd inquired what suthonty I hed. My
reply was that 1 hadnt snv but maybe Genenl! Bradley had
some.

Then to sdd muult to Injury the contract for the architec
turel wark was given to & Washmgron architect and not to the
Comtruction Department. This was lete majesty In 2 big way

But thet former field of got mnks 1 where the five-hundred-
bed \ eterans Hosperal In New Orlesns stands today

Cur Amisomt Administnitor for Construction, Supply nd
Resl Cstate, whose job was jum what his title implies, was un-
happy about this, but then thar gentleman was never very happy
tbout my sctons anyhow He was a charter member of the
bricks and mortar school To hem, & hospital was 2 certun num-
ber of wards and a cermain number of opersung rooms, aad no
bunch of meddling medicos, or any profexmonal hosplul srchi-
rect they might want to consult, was gomg to burr in and tell
him sand his Civil Service architects 1t was something ebe. He
was an Army engineer and [ am sure he knew 2 Joc sbout deme.
Bat darn Ertle about hosprtsh,

When we asked him to have s department submir their
srchitecrural plans to us, the best he would offer was to let s
h:vnhmfonm:dmnmofthmda)x:nddmonlylfmrdwy
had resched & fairly final and form. He T
dﬂtcvrrydmehnptopkh:;d-phndnvnnp.rhcdoaon
wanted to change rt. That wes protably troe. If & man and his
wife have 1 hard ume sgreeing on the dovgn of a xven-room
bowse, 1t it ety to sce what & vast amount of sdjstment end
L
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accommodstion enters inro the desgning of a hosputal of soy
w here from five hundred to a thousand beds.

One of the marvels of the world is the design of the kitchem
and dinmg rooms of & great modern hoeel, in which everything
fs a5 precisely armanged ox hummn ingenuity can make i, sod
the nme required to bring the food from the pot on the stove
to the plte m front of the guest i calculited down to the kst
second. Perhaps the finest crample of ths sort of thing b o
be seen In the way they serve a hoge benquet, and sometimes
three or four banquets moultancously at a bug hotel bke the
Waldorf Astont in New York — 1 staggenng accomplishment,
Yet 2 brg hosprral myust give five hundred or a thourand patienty,
many of them on tricky spechl diers, whar 1moants ro room
service threc imes & day! You not only bave to have speciatzed
kitchens and serving pantries, but you must try to organize your
ballding so that patients mking essentlly the same kind of
feeding can, &3 nearly a3 possible, be assigned to the same floof
or wing You must consider operating room schedules, the need
for Lecping habarstory tests moving through, the admitung and
dochargmg; of patients, plos new developments that are always
cropping up in medicine and have to be allowed for

At the time when we started working on these hosplnls, we
Inew nothing about radiousotopes, which sre now b in
every good hosprtal, and which of course require specal faci-
viex. I hate to think of the times we had to go in, after a bulkding
w2t already in wse, and rob some department of part of hs
'Pﬂcemmknmomformendmmmpu.msqmwbcmu
be heard for miles.

So 1t wis truc mdeed that the doctors often wented to change
those plans. Bat the real background was that the hiymen In the
Deparoment of Construction, Supply and Real Estste were mo-
tivated by a0 intense desire not to let go of any of thelr authonty
over the hospials. If they surrendered any suthonty or em-
ployed outude srchutects for any of the work, they couldnt
justiy so many cmployees, so then people at the hesd of the
department might lose some of their grade In Civl Sefvicty
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beerose ¢ mans grade In most sdminktratve positions ¥s de-
termined by the number of people he “Fuperviser.” And o it
gocs, round and round and round  always somebody protectmg
kis own hutle sphere of influence In order to Leep hus job and
make It scem more fmportant then kt really i

Hrwky and I fimlly got General Brudley to grve orders that
the plans were to be submurred to w at definre intervals and
it vanow sages of development. Even so 1t was like pulling
teeth, and 1 hato to think of the tmes our people in the Afeds
cal Department had to work late into the night over plans that
had been delyed until the Lest mmaote. However, 1 thmk we
tmde some real improvements. T remember when we were get
ting ready to put up a hospital next to Duke Umversity AMedical
School, the dean, Dr Davison, sald

“Why do vou pot permenent partitions in the offices end re
search departments? \Were contmually tearmg out partitions
md patting in new onos, becsmsc o you know the problems
change, end & project that needs ¢ thousand square feet of sp2eo
this month oy not need two hundred dx months from now
Why not make those partitions movable?”

1 Jooked at him and sad, “Why have any partitons st all?
Why not just insall the necesmry ekectric conduis and pas
comections aronnd the wally, pat in hot md cold warer outlers
and dram drpoml pipes st fixed meervaly, and forget the res?
Then when you move m, yon cm set your parutions whatever
way h most converuent.” That s whar we dd.

Evenmmlly we formed o comsnking group beaded by Cerl
Exilson of Chicagn, who was In my oplmen the best bosplual
architect in the busnew. One of Enlsons creations 15 the Ver
ey Admmstration Research Hospital next to Northwestern
Medical School m Clicsgo. Here you can see bow careful plin-
rung helpe ofl the functoms thet are carmed ar, from out-patdent
cure of minor sllments to the mast chbone nd far reachmg
reszarch. Everything in that building b daigned on the prin-
aple that eveny minute you can save for every member of the
medical tram, whether o be surgron, dueticlan, radiologhst, pa-
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thologist or nurse, s a mmutc added to the value of dut deys
service to the patents, There B no other proper bads for the
dengn of any hospital.

As for what went on inslde the hospltals, that was still s
other problem. One of the fiest things I did efter taling office
was to make 2 number of short viits to typheal installitons I
came on some Yery strange outgrowths of laymen s mamgement
policles.

One was what was callked the admisdons ward. This ward took
I every patent who was sent to the hospiol, regardiess of
what was the mateer with him.

Some of those people had reging fevers, somro of them were
drunk, some were psychotics, some were scure surgical cxsss
requnng immediste emergency operations, but they were ol
shoved mto the edmumions ward to awalt disposthon, if they
lived long enough. In sny avilian hospinl, they would have
gone directly to the service — medical, surgral, paychhitri
tuberculostt or whaterer —that was golng to disgnose that
troables and start takang care of them.

Another example of managernl “cffiaency” was the chrone
ward. The chronic arthnies were not sent to the arthritic ward,
or the chronic heart cases to the cardlac ward — no, once chisi
fied a5 “chronic™ they werc all piled together m onc phce.
There should have been ¢ sign over the door- “Abanden hope
all ye who enter here,” becouse that fs about what it amounted
to. There would be & nursc aagned to this ward, nd onct 4
day or maybe not that often, « medico m a white coat would
walk past, pop hus head m the door and say to the mnse, “Every
thing all nght in here?”

The nunse would answer “Yes —nothing pew ™ and oa he
would go,

Thase poor patients were hardly known, st patlents, to the
doctors i thase hesphals. The official attrude was that they Were
permanent chroake cases, never to recover under any clreum-
stances.

It rased comsiderable hob to revse this kind of thing bet
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revise Jt we did. T put omt an arder that In each hospinil there
wis to be a doctor on duty st the sdmnsdons door 1t all houns
of night and day to eamine each new panent end amign him
to the ward 1nd service In which he belonged. In other words,
if his trouble was sn scute belly he went to the surgical vward
and the reddent or strendmg man who had charge of thar ward
was called immedistely just o5 be would be in 2 private hospin,
and from then on vas responsible for that case.

Te did away with the boreaveratic nomense of havieg the
operating room close st noon. We bad most of our hosprals set
up three operating room crews around the clock, so those oper
mng rooms were resdy to function twenry four houn 1 day
or whenever & petent necdmg an cmergency operstion was
brooghe k.

As for the chrome wards, I abolished them nghr sway nd
ordered that all the tnfortunates b them were to be moved to
the wards ssgned to their partcular categories of iliness or div-
billty | remember woting on the end of that arder- “Plexse pot
these panents a3 near the entrance door of the ward 1 posible,
ad tell them to ask the doctor every tme be goes by if he
can't da mething for them.” My theory was that they woald
mkuthmdmmmplamnrmthedocmrduthemldbcgm
to work on them and see 1f be couldn ¢ get them cared and out
of the phice.

That is what happencd, too. At Fort Sncllng they had 2
chromsc ward with eighty veterans n It who were accepred as
Pem-ncnxful]-thmbedpmmu.whonmldmmﬂydieu-nh-
out ever gettmyg out of bed. Within a year a1l bat twelve of those
men were up and about, et Jeawt partully caring for thermselves.
Morednnhalfolumh:dgonchomcmdm:cmdbv
their farmiles, and of those who lad gone hore, half had jobs
of some sore. The doctor who headed the Deans Commeree
dmworl-ednm:bmpimlan:dtherauk“dumhg"lzhmk
" wes

lnmﬂxhowmkpcnmn‘mb@gdhdnmcdfm
hrxdybcamenfdwnvncntdmmdwpmdyadm{nh—
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tradve delays. You cant run ¢ fintcles hospiral when s toe-
sillectomy case admitred this Thursday can t be operated on unt
& weel fram next Monday because that happens to be the opent
Ing day of the doctor who has him in charge, and because it takes
ten days to complete the paperworl required before the patent
can be put on the rabk, That tees up onc bed for rem days fors
case that ought pot to be in for over four or five days.

The Hoover Commission made a study showing that in vol
untary hospitals the avenage sppendectomy smyed 71t dayy
whereas fn Veterans Adounistration hospitals he stayed 112
days. It was ymuch the same wich other kinds of omses. Wih
Paul Hawley s full support, we threw all the nonscme repon-
sible for that sort of thung out the window where 1t fell wrth
a dull thod and basn ¢ been heard from since. In some hospitsh,
we cut the average length of stay per panent by as mmuch as two-
thirds. It worked to cveryone s advantage the veterans fisst, be
;\nci:rtmnmdhh'nt}nrmuchmrrmhuhhmdmdﬂ‘

e

Evenrually we had those hospitals handling 85 per cent more
p:;d(:l:thmh:w; in only 44 per ceat more beds 1 am provd
o

With this faster rumover allowmng the doctors to sce mere
cx1es and giving them 2 chance to do better work, the serncts
began to mprove. This was true as much In the remote hospitat
where we had pothing but folltime doctors g in the ones where
the Dean & Comniittees were working ‘Those full-time men took
a lot of condemmation durng the mvestigsnion of the ofd-time
Vererans Administration hosprtals but Jt wos not true that all
of them were poor maternal. The umple fact was that the system
never allowed them ame and opportunmy to ue the brains #nd
education thes had.

Those, really as 1 look back on them, were the golden days
in the Medical Department of the Veterans Adminstration, the
dayt when never a week pesed without something new bang
dont, some advance made n the treatment and care of vereran
patfears. It would not have been possible st all if we had not
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had 0 mun Hke Hawley 8 oar fmmedute sopenos aod o man like
Omar Bredley ot the head of the whole show Our goal for the
veterm was Bradley’s a3 much a5 it was oo, He fnsisted on fraa
the very kst our mton could provde for iy fightmg men
disabled m the country  service. With complets conrge and ob-
jectrvity he did wint was necesary to get vs the tools to achuove
that goal during those finst two years after the war And [ bon-
extly believe we did achicve it,



Chapter Twenty one

TrROUCROUT ALL TS TIALE, the pres we had was pood be
yond belief Newspapermen like to be profesuomlly cynial
about the motives of men in public office, but It has been oy
experience that once you prove to their mtisfaction that you are
trying to do & job and are willing to be frank with them, they
are for you. Beltere me — witness what our fniend Sam Survisky
drd for us on Public Law 193 ~ they can be a big help. In dealng
with them, my lifelong habk of saying crrctly what 1 thoaght
mdudurmmdnmqupludcpoﬁbkmdidwhm
Incmmedtohd-ncwxp;pum&:,hwm‘”d
magazme wrucles, they complimented me wath such adjectves 88
“rwo-fisted,” “outspolen,” “dry humored” snd “hard-driving.”

This thing we were dotng was really o pession with me. The
more [ saw of it, the more determined I was to sec ft throogh,
without regard to the smount of work and worry 1 had to pat
into iz One reporter starred an artick off with the staremenc
“There are some men whose devomon to & cruse sety them on
fire. Dr Paul B Magnmson  has beeome the “whirling dervsh
of medical malewmanship for the Veterans Administration. When
he tlks about the auns of the Veteruns Adminstraons reof
ganzed medical service 1 ‘the greatest job m medicine today!
hiy words bom.”

And 50 on and 1 an. "

We bad headlines such ay “vers v posPiTAL FRADE BRADLEY
YA BKINGE NEW NOPE TD DLARLED VETERANS,” “DAPRVEMEXT
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IX ALL AMERICAN MFDICINE WILL RESULT FROM COURLGIOUS AND
FAR SICHTED V.A. FROCEAM,” “AIFDICAL CARE OF YETERAXT RATED
AT TOP ™ The Seturdsy Evexixg Post did 1 foll-dress arude on
Hiwiey mder the ttle “Boss AMediane Alan,” the subbesdmg to
which read. *The tough & ratrve problem m the hs-
tory of mediame — that's the job they handed Asjor Genenal
Pxul R. Hrwley the ex-comtry doctor who slishes red tape in
ks bartle to give our veterans the best medical care m the world.”
Tome called him “Doctnr to 4,000,000" and wrote. “Politforans
md chalr wammers who tned to fight bhmr Dr Hawley came
out second best. In two years the dymmic docror has
whipped Into shupe the finest system of medical care | the
world” Colfier’s which wus still alive and s wigorovs magznne
in those drys, wrote: “Tops smong Bredley s schievemenss b
the Veterany Admb medical program, whrch &5 0 revo-
lationary es 1o be almost unbelevable” The Rewder’s Digest
§ave m 1 five-page article with the heading “Veterens Mediome:
00D TO MONE!”

That last was something of a festher m my cap. 1 am oo
public relatons man — at beast I mever get pud for k—bur o
scemed to me that 1f we wanted the general public, whaose money
wes footmg the bills, to know and spprove of what we were
domg, the Digest’s tremendows circulation should not be over
Jooked. So 1 set forth entirely on my own hook, t see what I
could do ahout it Al T bad t go on wis the knowledge that
the Digest had among s editons & womm mumed Lon Matrox
Miller, who was interested m wiat coosttted good medi-
eme. I went up to New York snd looked ber name up i the
telephene book. It was not there. Then 1 called an the Reeder’s
Digest offices in New Yark, and they sid she &id not have an
office there, Fimlly through therr office om m Plemmrville, 1
ferreed out where thrs chave hdy lired m Vanhaman, md
called her up. She didn't know me from Admns off o, but
very courteomly invired me to come to tex. When [ got to the
spartment, 1 met her husband, # semor Digest editor mmed
Junmy Momahan, who has moce becoms a close fnend.




323 RING THE MNIGHT BELL

That afternoon most hate been one of the umes when | waa
“whurkng dermh of medical salesmanshup,” or maybe 1w et
that thungs m our program were at 2 highly interestng suge
Thus was June, 1947 The Dean s Commuttees were in foll swing
all over the country the new hospitals were gowng op fast. And
there was one other thing everybody kntw Bradley bad ulen
the a3 Ad rator with the und ding that
}mvnuldbcuﬂmrdmmmo(uﬂmmyun.mmof
T deparmre was almost at hand. Ve had 5o idea who gl
rephace bam, and 1t was terribly importane that the nght sont
of rman be chosen. The opshot of that litde ten party was the
\r snd M. VMonahan said they were very mmach inceresced
in the story and asked of they could see General Bradiey sad
General Hawley

T wenr tack to Washington and armmged wuh my wife fo
hove 2 Lnle dinner at onr house for the Momhans wath the
Bradleys and Hanleys, and Bradley’s chief of saff Cher Hansont
and hrs wife. The Hansoms, unable 1o find » baby sleer brooght
thetr mfant son Randy who held forth ol evenng i 2 basket on
the floot just at the entranee to the Fvng room, 1 suggested that
they mught take bam out of the draft, but they msisted he was
nﬂnghx\xhtnbc‘nhzwwugh.h:vnlnc\rm}bmh
wxt 2 verv plessant dimer and we had a very frurfal diems-
non afternards, My wife and 1 spent the weekend of Juh Fourth
ttHuSpmxgs,mddtnmwmmbyLoﬁ\hﬂnx\Lm«nd
James \Momahan reached me chere for comment and correcoon.
{ roshed st tacl by specual dehveny with very few soggesnons
one of which was “Do you think yon could work in Hawiy
more x0d Magnmon less?

Thes didnt ubey that request vory well, bur it was « fine
sracke. It made whar | was wold was somethmg of 4 tecord from
tvpennter to newssund m the Digest by bemng published =
the September saoe whuch actuslly sppeared in Augist. Any
magaone man can tefl you that was fas gong The vers bt
paragraph sented something the truth of which even | did noc
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{nﬂvmlhcnchcmHmkk,muioﬁmdﬁ:mnywmc:
£

next Administrator of Veterans Affalns will efther make or
break Veteramy Administration medicine, Theres bound
to be Vererans Admmmstration fireworks next year They'll
be either in jubilstion or the other knd,

My real bope was that Hawlcy could be persmaded to sceept
the Admmistrator’s job If the White Homse sppotnted himy; but
he told me he did not feel up to « post Involving so much polincs:
Bradley s shimng armor in the political free for all bad been
his grest repusnon, and even that wus begiuoing o show «
fewr dents here and there. And Hrwkys manoy ips all over
the comniTy to speak on behalf of first rute medicine for veterans
were cosung bim more moncy than he was makmg Vhen
Bradley went out, he was gomng wath him,

They very kundly ssked me on & number of occastons to ik
over with them the names of vanow men who had been sug
gested for the top job. Bradley had sevesel consulmtions at the
White House, and Chrk Clifford, who was President Trumen's
tight-hand mun st that time, came to Bradky’s house for kmch
one day There were five or aux of us present, end we went ieo
the whole matter pretty thoroughly The man for the job, we
agreed, would have to be willng to take sdvice from doctors
on medical subjects sach 23 how a bospital should be ron and
staffed, snd how to see thar proper cure of paticnts was pro-
vided. He wonld bave to understand the advanteges of & Medical
Department free to be run & a medical deparcment and not
tied up In & Jot of sdminutrative detubs, and be must be prepared
to support the medical program as it had been developed under
Rradley and Hawles The frct b thar, although the Deparoment
aof Redicine and Sutgery wes only oot of twelve major deparr
ments in the Vetersns Admupistrston, end the Chief Medical
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Director ranked st cuctly the same level o3 the Asmustant Ad-
mrustrators who headed Spechal Services, Vocatona! Rehabih-
cton and Educetion, Clume, Insursnce and so forth, the hos-
sl program dwarfed all the rest m the amount of money spent,
in the service 1c gave the veterans, snd m the rmpact it hod on the
public, It war not that we in the Medical Deparument wanted cor
il o wag the dog tat we thought the new Admuustester
whoever he was, had betrer be & r2n who recognzed that thn
wis 2 hughly omuseal dog abount eights five per cont tail

Qark Clifford seemed o understand us and to spprove of out
weas premy thoroughly  He sid that was the kind of man the
Preadent was looking for too and he wounld let w know 1 s
w3 they thought they had <uch a fellow in sight,

A few days after thy Chfford called Bradley and sud thev
fad a man nimed Carl R Gray  Jr., who he thooght wook be
screptable to afl of ue He was 2 rriltoad mun of foag expen-
ence, and currently wice prendent of the Clucago and North-
western. Durng che war he had had charpe of reitway tramspor
3600 1n part of the Furopean theater with the rank of major
general Bot dre thimg thae interested us most about him was
that he was the brother of Dr Howard K. Gray who was onc
of the best known wrgeons in the country and » keading bghe st
the famons Mayo Chmic i Rocherter Memnesoes, We felt thar,
hmgmthncbucommunhngrwc&lclmhﬂ
brother Card Grsy would probably ger the medical pomt of
$¢w Sad’ Sad He got no such thing He not only did not get
it 8 first, but after the burexaersts had had 1 chance to work oo
tum for about ux months, he began 1o block the medieat pro-
BTam an every pomble wav not because he wanted o block it
T am sure, but became he was 30 dense that he couldn't see how
hiz actoos were hurnng the bosprtala, and, in the final smalysit
the vererans,

I we had known who had recommended Him to the Whre
Hnmmmﬁmpbm“cmmhnwmmm
about bum  bn spomsor was mur old frend Harry \soghin,
whom T penonaliv e very much, but whom | woald never call
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2 great yudge of character or admmibstrative ability So we told
Clark Clifford that Carl Gray was scceptable to us, and kte

N ber, 1947 his eppoll wis d, to take
effect Janvary 1 1948, Bradley went over to the Pentagon s
Army Ciief of Staff) he had been 2 great boss, es fino a leader 1
anyone coald have ssked for On December 31 1947 Paul
Hawley's resignation took effect. 1 nused him, We had been
through a Jot together He was a fighter and 2 realist,

On Jamry 15 148 two weels after taking office, Carl
Gy ennomnced my appomtment s Chuef Medieal Direcror I
took the job under strong urging by Bradley and Hrwley with
a strong suspicron thae 1 shoaldnt Here 1 had been away for
two solid years My practice was wutmg for me. I had hardly
scen Pond Gare Farm at Dundec and 1 mased 1t to beat the band.
‘The thing I had come dawn for in the fimt place, the establish-
ment of the new veterans medical program, was well started.
1£ 1 had been a Hetle lexs of a stubbomn Swede than [ am, T would
have thanked AMfr Gy for b confidence in me snd declined
the pontion. But I knew that the giant of bureaucracy was only
sleeping, or pretending to sleep Grven the chance, 1t would
rise up and sturt underminmg il that we had bule. With Bradley
and Hiwley gooe, and the new Admunustrator soll an unknown
quantity whe could be relled on to keep up the fight? I decaded
to stuck around

1 stuck around for three whole years.

Carl Gnyhﬁbcend:scﬂ'bcdulﬂ'-bk.l—[hgmnl‘rrymof
the heary handed kind aad he had quite a reputston in some
places as ¢ raconteur spechalmng m rubraad stories. 1 found out
ey fn the game that he wes @ compubive talker He conld not
stm.'[hnwupurdcuhrl)cruzlfmvbodyl‘ud-nvthlmim-
sdble to tell hum. When he came down to VW ashington, Bradley
offered to fill him in on ¥ eterans Admnistration problems- they
spent three dayvs together and [ ave It on cxeellent authority
that fn that whole ume General Bradky mamaged to pet in foar
sentences,

Aho—and thi is rally sad —Carl Gray ftenlly could not
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sce. In one eye he had only a hrtle lateral vigon, and he had noc
been at the head of the Veterans Adminbstranon long before
he developed a block of the central viston in lus other eye. He
was unsble to rezd & typewntten word. Once in 2 while | pw
Idm get our a big rmgnifying ghs md try to decpher « lewrer
on hs desk, but I never saw lum finish one. So, the only lerrery
he ever Lnew about were the ones his saff chose to read to bem,
He coukdn't study 2 chart fn detail, he couldn t get any Informe
tion except what the bureaucrats who swarmed in his office tokd
hmn. What that was I had no idea, becamse 1 was never in-
vited to one of his staff conferences the whole time 1 held the
office of Chief Medical Director It soon became obviows that
this man who couldnt be bothered to hsten to the wisdom
Bradiey coald give him was all too esger to receive the self
serving stuff the old guard of burezucracy was handing bim.

His own brother told me one time, our under the trees ot 8
meeang of the Amencan Surgical Soclety ar Colorado Sprmgs.

“Paul, I ve tried to aalk some sense into that brother of mine
but I haven t been able to make k penerrate.”

To which I replied, “Howdie, nelther have L™

One of the fint matters I tnied to take up with him, which
1 did by smeans of a four-page memorandum dated February o,
1948, was the sl very toucky problem of the Jocation of the new
hospitabs Congress had suthorzed ox to build

We could not do much abour some of the ancrent bams we
tad inherited from the Hines ere, nor the even older firetraps i
such metropolises es Roseburg Oregon Togus, Maine, and Fort
Bayard, New Mexco, which had descended to us from the ame
when the old National Homes for Dissbled Volunteer Soldiers
bad been consoldated with the Veterans Admunstration many
}unh:ck&ndwembadmdl:t&ngfummfommm
build some of the new oney m eqmally remote places, we were
gong to have s lot of fine buildings that would be half empty
and we would prcreally have to shangha people to work In
them. Good doctors won t submit to bemg buned In the sicks,
and «f you know nythimg sbout young American fermales, you
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can tmagine what bt bs like trying to ger nurses to work in 2 place
where there are no boy friends within sixty miles.

“I believe this 15 the opportune and psychologresl moment,”
I wrote to Carl Gray “to take a stand on what the parpose of
Veterans  Adminutration bospitals i, and make sn e of
whether these hospinks are to be thrown into pohtios or whether
we are going to be allowed to take the best care of car vereran
patrents with the least pomsible expense to the Government,
We should resist local political finaghing that is demgned to get
rome commercul sdventage for same small sectoon of the coun-
try at the expenss of the country as 2 whole.”

I ated o mumber of prime exsmphs of suthorized hospials
which I believed should never be bmkt, one of winch was to
be a two-hundred-bed beanty fn Sermtor Tom Connslly's home
town of Marfin, Texss. Another, which I particalarly noted st
the time, was a hundred-bed project for Mikes CGiry Montans, &
busy sgricultural center of 7313 souks, in the buliwick of ¢ very
powerful man and an Adminsranon statwart, Senator Alurmy
Altogether these tnworksble end unwanted bospeals totaled
twenty thowmand beds.

“Thry was one of my memorandums that somebody mmt have
taken the trouble to raad to Gray becruse In s few deys be
wsked me 1o come to his affice, and sald to ma, m the ruilroad par
hnce be ofren used

“Well, Prul, we'll take these places — " be poinred to my Iist
of undesirable mtes —“we'll mke them end put them on the
ndetrack wich o hotbox, and we'll forger to go back sod all
for them!™ I sccepted that a5 a firm promise.

Not very long after that, General Gray left Washmgeon oa
what he snnounced a5 & tour of all the hospitabs in the Veterens
Administranon. Nobody ebe had ever thought it wes necesury
to valt all of them, but somebody had peruxded Card Gray dhat
this was his job. It was an incredibly ardoous ssignment for a mem
to give himself; I had to admire hus coursge snd confidence 1n his
own physical abafity to take that much punshment, but I did not
think 1t showed terribly good judgment or a very acute under
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standing of hes real responubllittes as Admunistrator As fmpee
nons, his wits were somethung I accompanied hm on ene o
two of them, and others have testified that his procedure v
the same cverywhere, He would start 2t one end of a corndor
and march vigoromly down 1, ducking in every door on the
nght side to pive & quick and seemingly penctrating glince
at what was going on inslde the room or werd. Then he romed
around ar che end of the corridor and did the ssme thing st
exch door on the left side, and contimued this unrl be had been
1 every room in the howpital, People found thus performance k-
presuve unless they lnew the truth, which was that be wis oot
seeing one singke thing he way Jookmg at, and if he had been
able t see 1t, it wold not have meant mything to him, becawrse
be kntw nothmg shout haspitals,

I was very buwy doing my job. I did some traveling mywelf —
to Mussuppt m Februsry to Pennn Jvanm and New Yorl In
May 1o the West Coast in July 1 rassed quite & row by declanng
war on doctors who chiseled on the veteran by such devices o
charming lum for services for which they had alreadv been
pad by the Vererans Administration — and had twenty s of
these shunls expored and thrown out. Faced with the Joss of
thurteen handred doctors who hed been on loan from the Anm
and Nav) | negotared & deal with the Amencan Medxal Avo-
cuuon so that rewdents, who previomly had had to leave os
after three yars to enter their finl stage of traming &5 assbt
anY to established specialists, could stay n the Veterans Ad-
nunistraton for two years mosre — we were able to offer salades
15 hugh a5 $-000. I waged an unsuccessful fight to present
Congressman Carl Vinson of Georgn, the potent chaloman of
the House Armed Services Commuttee, from compelling us to
aceept the beantiful thowsand-bed hospital he had mduced the
Navy to buhd 1 the cowm of Dablin, Georgla, filty three mile
from the nearest through-line raifroad stop i Macon, & superb
building wlich we were able 1o supply with everythug cxcept
doctors, nunes, technicrans and patents. | seccenfally fought off
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m effort by # group m downtown Buoffelo to prevent the U~
versity of Buffalo from building fts new medical school next to
our new Vetentns Admmbtration hospreal, a3 had been prombsed
in sdvance.

Carl Gray sraved awsy on lus marethon fnspection trip for
mme whole months, maling only an occadons] bnef descent on
Washington. Dunng ths hme nobody In the organization could
reach him cffectively except the bureaucrats who scheduled his
mps and, a1 bt turned ont, the paliciany.

I have mentioned that the haspital authorized for AMiles Gty
Montana, was one of the ones Carl Gray had solemnly promised
e he would “put on the sdetrack with a hothox.” He repeared
that promme specifically abone \liles City one day when our
trails cromed 1n Seartle.

About the middle of Seprember Lanra and I went to Europe
on ¢ vacation. I was hardly ot of the office when Dr Arden
Freer acting Guef \edical Director in my absence, got an order
from the Adminktrater s office to submut an mmmediate report
oa Miles City 1 do not like to thmk that the resson this order
came down jmt then wes becawse | was out of town, but the
sudden action /n ebyemls ® such a ome-honored buresucrs-
tlc technic thar I am compelled to wonder

Anyway the repart was submtted, under the date of Step~
tember 21 It was based on 2 penomml visit 1o Ailes Gity by Dr
E H Coshing Asstane Medical Director for Research and Ed-
ucation, who wrote that he had called 2 mecting attended by
nine of the eleven doctors In Mues City and they had been
oninimouns in sgreemg chat it wookd be fmpossible for them
to saff & Vererams Administranon hospital. In fact they said
they were overworked already and the best they could prombse
Wi to come In occrsionally as comsubants. Three of them
were eardisc invalids two were over seventy Dr Cushing felt,
further that there was no need for a vetersms hospital there
because good rail connecnons made « possible o sad padents
to Helena or overnight to Mmneapolie, There was an extreme
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hoasing shortage in the town hself And 1t was estimted that
that bundred-bed carr would cost #s much ss $50,000 ¢ bed,
compared to the naroml aversge of $20,000 per bed,

In hu letter cramumitting the report to the Adminlbstrater’y
office, Dr Freer wrotes “You will note that Dr Cushing hx
recommended thar every effort shonld be made (o dbs-
courege the construcuon of a howpiul in the locality This
recommendanon B concurred in by the underugned  *

That report went in, o1 1 say on Seprember 23 That same
ftemoon, the followmg priority TWX went out of the Ad-
pdnistrator’s office

ATCIV MAN ER M 906
VETERAXS ADVINITRATHEY
SEPTEMBIXR 13 1048

PRIORITY Tivx

THE PRESDENT

TIE WIITE HoUIE

WASHIXGTOV D, C.

THE DNTFREST SHOWN BY THE AEDICAL PROFESSIGN I MOY
TANA LEADS ME TO AELIEVE TWAT I WILL XC ABLE TO SECURE
SUFTIQPNT STAYY TO JUITIFY QPENING THE PROPOSTD VA MOS-
PITAL AT MILD) GTY MONTANA P \WHILE IT IS ANTICIPATED
THAT THLS STAFT WILL BY ADTQUATE TO FURNGI FTEST CLASY
GFNIRAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY IN THIS FOSPITAL GRMA IT
WILL NOT PERMIT US TO FROVIDE THE SFECIALISTY WHO ARE
AVAILARLF (% THE LARGER VA HOSPITALS LOCATED NEAR ALEDACAL
EQI00LS AND TEAQHING CENTERS FD O TITY NASIS CAA T AM
AT ARDING THF CONTRACT FOR COETRUCTION OF AIILES CITT
VICIFITAL TO THE LOWEST MIDOER PD CONFTRUGTION WILL BE
STARTID AT TIIE FANLIEST FRACTICABLE DATE PD I AN SENTING
THTS INFORMATION To THE GOVERNGK AND TO TIE COVGRES-
FONAL DELEGATION OF MaNTA'a PD
CARL R GRAY JL
ADVUNTSTRATOR OF VETERANY AFTAIRS

When I got back and heard about ft, 1 thaughe it was quite
& connuderable hotbox.

Houerer by then 1t was too late to do anything effective,
The foundations at Milex Ciry were already dug T couldnr
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undig them, Also, I Lnew tomething of the political pressares
fnvolved, including, m this cxse, @ ceruin smount from e
Perusylvania Averrue address.

The hundred-bed Veterans Howhal in Mils City ac hast
reporm, bad sry-nine patients, beng cared for by @ hundred
1d twenty-two employees. It b & very hendsome hosplal, s
it ought to be et that price, It srands today es 2 Lindmark b
the countrynde; you ean see it from the tmn.

The more our Admustrator gyrated hither and yon, the
more of these things happened. Fimlly i got to the point
where 1 thought my oaly chance of bringing lum closer to
carth was to resign, which I did in Ocrober, 1948. The speatfic
beno was 1 new hosperal which was to be built in Chattanooga,
Tennessee, The omginal plin had been for a five-hundred bed
Insoallation there, We hud been over it and over fu Senator
McRellar and Semtor Stewart of Tennemee had come to my
office end we had all sgreed that inesouch es we could noc
sauff more than rwo tmndred beds ar Chartanooga the best pln
Wi to mave the addinonal three hundred beds for e five-hun-
dred-bed hasputal to be built ar Nashville, near Vanderhile Unuver
sity Aledical School. In fect I hed personally prombsed this 1 the
people ot Vanderinlt. So one day [ got word that the Construction
Departorent bovs were sbott to ket the bids for # five-hondred-
bed hosputa! st Chartenoogal

My letrer of resgnetion reached Cad Gmy in Avgusts,
Georgla. 1 let him spend o couplo af days trymg to get me
on the tekphone, and finslly sgreed to go end meet him in
Atlanta, I never got more flatery in my lfe, more promises,
ar more pamionate pleading He sctmally wept. He ssured
me things were going to be different. Nothing medical in the
futore would be done without guing through the Medical De
partment. The Chattanoogs bosphal phing would be withdrrom
for further considerston I told hum to forget the rengmaton.

In all felmem, the man dsd keep one of his prommes. The
hospital planned for Chattinooga wus ncver bulle at all. Bur
the re of it, particalarly the part about putnng medical marers
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through the Afedicsl Department, he seemed Incapabile of carry
ing out. With il that encrgv he could not help having idear,
mostly bad ones, and to have an idea, wich hum, meane to hsue
an order

In the s Alks Winters kept so faithfully for me, I find
a stange jrem It b5 dated 1n November of thar year 1948;
and i Is 2 memorandum of mine, addremed to the Admius-
trator It begus. “You epparently are o farmer at heat. [ am
pwhmg the swine mimg Industry ot my farm o bard 1 1
can” Whx had happencd was that Genersl Gray  stomprog
through the Vererans Administration neuropsychlatne hospis)
st Tuscaloosa, Abbam, fud been strock oll of s heap by the
wonderful 1dea char it would be very therapeutic for the men-
ol #l vererans of they were all pot to work rking swine.
Hn telegraphic mesmge to moe amomted to a directive to o
strute & swine rasing project at every NP hospral. Ay reply
pressed with phry mildnes my foar that if this were
done throughout the country and failed to bencfit the patients,
he might be i for some crincism, and 1 suggested that perhaps
ho did ot rally intend thes, Luckily there was po more on
the subpeet of swine,

That didnt mean, honever that Car] Gray was idling on 2
mdetrack. One d1y 1n December the Directar of Constructon,
Supply and Real Esste dnfted jnto my office and snd, with
Wh:lll'ﬂtghlh:vtbccu.d:ghdyh;ugdogﬁp

“Doctar we ve pot to ket the contract for that new bospes!
in Houston, Texas, within the next few days. The bids arc alf n”

"WV bat hospitsl m Hooston, Texss?™ 1 said.

“Well, hesud, “the one that s authorzed.”

Now Houston was onc place where we wanted and necded
@ hospral With Rice Insacmte snd Bay lor Afedicxt School right
there, staffing would be 0o problem st all Ve m the Medaal
Demmnmfhidxrrcnourruﬂmppontorbephnmm
8 thounand-bed Vererans Admumntration hospital there at 8 cost
of $10.000,000 — unnl we had kamed that the suthorized 3¢
wu npht seruss the street from o troly magnificent onethour
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md-bed wartime Navy hospal which war now practally
empey We were not the only ones who had been horrified
the “Hoover Comimusion had particularly condemned this pro-
ject a3 wasteful and ridiculous dupbeation of the wanst land.
The Medical Department had very strongly recommended
that the V etetans Adminsstrarion arreange to take over the Navy
hospital instead of building ¢ new one, and 1 wes 30 sure thn
bad been settled Jong sgo thie I had completely forgoiten about it

I looked at the Durector of Construction increduloush  “The
one thars authorzed!” I shomted. “Ay God, do you mesn
we're not gomg to get the Nevy bospital? They unloaded
Dublin, Georghs, on us when we didnt want it, they re not
guing to hang on to this one which we do wanti™
He looked st me sgam, and he sid, “That's the orders fram
the Adminmerator
“Thinks for telling me,* T sad. “Do me & favor and hold
thote bids as long e you cam, will you? Hold them st besst
forny -eight houre.™
He agreed to that and went out, and 1 suddenly realized
that Magnuson had nother bull by the ndl and no intention
of kerung go. I prcked up the phone and asked for John Sreetman
at the White House, He way Prendent Truman s “get it done™
man, and | regarded hum as sincere and effectrve.

*John,” I suid, “will you have hunch with me today?™

“Tamsorry Icamt, hesid

“John, I think you d betrer have lunch with me today *

“I'msorry 1 have another engagement, I can'e”™

*T can’t belp b, Jobm, 1 think yoad betrer have Junch with
me today ™

He sighed. “Is 1t 25 importnt as ell that?™

“Tes twenty milbon dollrs mportant, and I thinl you and
the President ooght to know about it,” I raid.

He promised to call me back fn 2 few minures, which he
dd 2nd we had lunch st che Cosmos Club, which m those
days was nght nearby on Madison Plece. I cold John Steelman
the story of that thousind-bed Navy hospisl, complere with
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operating rooms, hboratories, swxmming pools and evervthing
the Navy gets — because whatever else happens m tho coumry
you can be sure the Navy nles care of the Navy 1 told bm
it pow had less than 8 hundred patients, most of them there
under contraer with the Vererans Adrunisrration.

“How far awsy 15 the new Veterans Administration mted”

“About five hundred feer from front door to froot door,
fecog It right across the sreer,” 1 sud, And [ added that of
the President of the United States wanted to suthormze spending
twenry milhon dollars under those circumstances, that was bb
bosiness, bat T wanted him to know what was going on.

Jotm Steetman sud he would see the President st 4 jo that
afternoon. Meanwhile, 1 went bacl to my office and decided
that now I had started downg what my sense of responsibility
dictared, 1 might as well go the whole way with it I got omt
the memorandum I had witten to Carl Gray fn Febroasy nd
two others on the same subject | had sent hum in April end
A2y 1 called up the Director of the Budget, James Webb-

“1 have three letters here chat 1 would like ro send over to
you Congress has authorzed us & hundred and forty-seven
thoutand beds, but thats twenty thoumnd more than we need
of can staff Those unnceded twenty thousand beds are going
to cost st least twenty thowsand dollrs a bed, and & my
book thats four hundred million. I thinl, if you resd these
ketters of mine, yoo will find ¢ way to save thus country foer
hmdred milion dollars. And beyond that, if we heve these
twenty thoumind extra beds, you can be surc some of them will
be occupled by people getung their backs rubbed snd three
mesls & day 4z & cost to the government of not less than twelre
dollars & dav per person. You figure 1t our for yousself Mr
“'-‘bb.btulnclncmgmunzh}ghinun}mcdc.”

1 sent those lerwers over In 2 sealed cuvelope by 8 wpechl
mesenger

That evening John Stectman called me up at home =d sud,
“The \ cterans Adminustranion is going to get that hospraal 0
Houston from the Navy *
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“That's grear,” [ sd. *Do you know nythmg about those
other hogwaale?™

“No,™ ho mid, “but Alr Webb saw him sbout those. I don't
think be s made any declsion yer.”

I happen to know that the Navy had everything from the
besd sdmal to & dozen captams over tlkmg to the President
about how they needed that hospral tn Houston, T dan't know
why m the world they wanted 1t, but no pert of the govern-
ment cver kty go of snything They just bang on and hang
on, nd build up snd build up: the mare they get, the more
they want, whether they need it or not.

And 2 few days after that the Deputy Adminsrstor Gray
being sl on the roed, called me up to hs office and told e
he h1d jum received an Executive Order from the Premdent
to cot sixteen thousnd beds from the Veterams Administre
tlon hospltal bailing program, md cut them Immedstely nght
now A represcotative of the Burean of the Budger was there,
sod we st in the Admnistrators office until neardy midnight
thar night, cutting off beds We coold not elhmpate all the
ones 1 wanted to, becrume some were i hosprtals alresdy
started. So we had to get nd of some beds we would have
preferred to keep for instsnce, we had to cut a bospral in
Philadelphus, where we had ample medscal help, from a thow-
and beds to five hundred. Bur we did 1t.

In sphe of all the pressure the Navy brought to bear Presi-
dent Truman stuck to bls decanon that the Vieterans Admindsrs-
ton was to get the hospmal m Hooston, and that 5 the way
ft worked out. And in spie of a tremendons bulhbaloo
Congress when some of those gemlemen ap on the Hill found
out thelr dtricts were not gomg o gee the lncrative hospital
projects they had promised them, he stuck to lm Execuuve
Order cutting those sixteen thousend beds Il ake my hat off
to that man alueys because he never gave on Inch in erther of
thase two thmgs, They were what had been shown to hum &
the right thmgs to do, and thev were what be srncl ta.



Chapter Twenty-two

ALt Tms or courst hadnt endeared me to Card Gray
partcnlarly It didnt fit so well with the big packuge the bow
on the tenth floor had sold him, which was thet evers scrp
of authority In the Veterany Administration was the personal
property of the Admmstrator therefore he must not ket en)
body elsc get hold of any of it.

The structure of the Veterans Adminstratron &3 built up by
General Hines encoursged this form of megakomanis; and Gen-
enal Bradley 2 modest man who 1 suspect hsd never Imagmed
anybody wling such an sbortion of an organrzation serously
1ad not troubled to throw the old orgamization chart completely
ot the window He had attempted to decentralize that vast
opefation somewhat by setung up area offices in varlons parts
of the country but the chare, which showed the managers of
the hospitaly, homes and clinics reporting direcdly to the Ad-
minbtrators office and of course tikmg their orders duectly
{rom that source without any connecting Lme through the Medi-
U’Dmnvnmnthoanylndhhmbk
of bureaucrats were putung 1 back mro full force,

And I reabzed what was happening I went to the Presdent
direet, and others abso nformed him sboat it.

Soon afterwards the Presdent sent brders to Gray to bave
the orgaazaton of the \eterans Admuslstration reviewed by
management engmeers, bat left it to him to select the groop-
Griy weat auay on a free tnp oo an Army tramport.
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While Gray wes In New Yark wainng for hs free Army
tmansport, he sent back word to hn deputy that s man wonld
cull on hm to outfine the plan and he was to follow thn mans
instroctions. I found oot afterward thar thes grest sdministrative
suthonity whom he sent down had been one of the station sgenty
on Gray 5 railroad.

Five finns, I have been told, sobmmted their bids on the
job of recommending reorgnrmanon, when ther represenmnves
came down to Washington, they were all asked whether they
kncw me, And the ones who dudn't know me were the coas
who got the contract.

It really n amazing the extent to which the boys bad sold
Griy on his sscred doty to be all things to all men within
the Vetersns Admmuotration. No pharsoh in Egypt ever pretended
to more,

I havo in froat of me a3 I wnte the verbatim tramenpe of 1
swon be and 1 hed in the winter of 1949 with the Spechl
Medical Advisory Councll of the Vetersns Admunistration, &
body consisting of some of the top physichns m the comntry
The chalrmen wat Dr Charies W Mayo. Those men that day
put some pretry pommted questions to Grey They wanted to
know what he really stood for as far a1 the rekinons between
the Medical Depertinent and the Adminkstrator were concemned,
These distinguished doctors were asking why In heavens name
it would not be possible and warksble for everything councceed
with the hospitah — design, location, supply personmel and
cverything ebsc —to be charmeled @ to the Ad
dlmxahdxhadofduMadthcpumnhﬂulndu
A-rmvd:vay(heAn‘anlndd)uPubEcthhSeniceﬂ]
of this wes channeled through the Surgeon Genenl, who in
turn was beld responsible to the hesd of his service or agency

These are Grays acroal words: “1 correspond in the cyes
of the law to the Surgeon General Righdy or wrongly thats
e fact 1 am, m your illustration, the Surgeon General
the law specifically specifies that the Adwinistrator shall do
so-end-so, the Adwinistrator shall do soand0 "
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He kept falling back on ths atsord concepr. He relly
thought it was true. On top of that, he kept lonsting thar off
he was trying o do was to free the doctors from being bar
soed by adminlierstve matters, We told him m clesr term
that thae was not the pownt. We didn’t want to r the engmeer
ing, keep the books or hire the help That was what the hospmal
monager was for But we did want the mamager to be respons-
ble co us for how well his edmmistrative procedares served the
priman and sole parpose of the hospimal, the cate of the fick
and inured. Everthing the mansger did affected the medical
care in some way If the borler was not sdequate, our paticots
might dre of cold 1f the right kind of Hooning were not leid
In e operstmg room, we mught have 2 fersl explosion from
static ehectnan

Buc the boys upstairs had persuaded Gray that be was domg
us & favor by keeping this respomsibiliy away from w. Here
again arc hus exact words ar the Special Advisory Couocl
meeung that day — and 1 meun o/} day

GEXExAL GraY When I say that 1 don ¢ want Dr Magou-
sons Medical Deparanent ta organze iself to @y when
Tew tubes are peeded n a boiler ot a hospital, or thers B
that and thus abomt finance, personnel and supply [which]
ﬂuﬂbcdnwonyofdmdndmwbokhmmmdﬂ"
medieal care of the pament, thet doesnt mean
other than that he is relieved of unnecemsary deradl
for wiuch, uwith all candor he & not competent To ¥t
tny more than I am competent to gy when 1 Jook at 8
mamhcrh:mgh:mlnvchk-ppmdnahnmvf
benmmnTBbmme

And sgam

Greemu Guay  the of when the boler i ©©
btffmmdvhmdwrmfgmber?:dmd“hﬂ'm
plics are to be boughe and that type of stuff which b y
8 semice o the {ulfillment of the medical program, there
18 0o oi« bothenog doctors with that
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Drx. Maarnusas Well, then, why not let that come op to
Yﬁad'\mughgzl\lnd.lull)cpumnmﬁ

ENFRAL T ‘What good Is there m bypesung
dnunghyuuth:quudanofwhmdxboﬂerkgnmm
be remored?

Da. himszovatt [one of our Ares Medical Directars] The
E-Imcpu.rpmcufth:hommlutbecueofthedclmd
jured. The hospel #s the Insttument wath which this
sccomplished. It would seem that the fimal word i the
mensgement of thes instrument [should] be that of the in-
dividmal who n responsible for ity application In the care
of the sick

Gooas Gy what I'm trying to sy & to do thir

23

I keep my loose change in ths pocket, [ my keys
tbﬁpochrt,mdlflwmmbuymmﬂnk;?knmvwhﬂe
to go for money If I want to ger m the front door I
know where to go for the keys Its a3 mmple 5 that o me.
Hooest it bs.

Dr Craone [of the Vettros Adminbrntion Specal
Medical Adwnsory Group] It seerm to me thar we just
naw come to the real mub of the on end that is the

get kel I Just don't get !

He didn ¢ ger ft, snd he didn't get k.
The meeting that dav broke up with & concilistorv pablc
statement becanse [ dida't think much could be guned and 1
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was sure much could be lost by mmlang & public fight in the
pewspapers out of thit The reporters waiting ounide thar
afternoon were a crestfallen bunch when we didnt give them
my sersation for therr editors.

Durmg the remuiung months of that year aad into the fol-
lowing year I kept trying to make Card Gray understand. !
tried to explain to hum that If he Jet the bureaucran have their
wav there wms real danger that the whole medical program
would collapse. | s1d end wrote to him that if the dght thoo-
rnd doctors we had under the Deans Commirtees, our four
thopwnd fullk-time men and our rwenty-five umdred rewdents
were hampered in thelr treatment of panents, If they fornd
themselves subordimated to the hospital managers and the By
bureaucracy they were soon going to sart to leave, and once
that began we ~— and the veterens — were In troable,

“If we are gomg to have o great medical institation,” 1 wrote,
“we must have great doctors. And grest doctors wont tike
orders from buresucran.”

Once 1 thought we had a lttle progress, when Gray hsued
ahat was known as Cireuler No. 16, entitled, “The Opersuon of
Vererans Administration Hospitaly” contsinmg the key state
ment:

Managers of hospitals will be responsibile to the Adminbstrator
through the Chicf Medical Direcror for the over-sll opers-
©on of hospinls, aod through the sppropriste ssistznt Ad
mmsrator for rechrucal marcers sobely under thelr respec-
thve junsdictons.

Never mind the grammar it wes will & good order But
when the Philidelphus Lawyers up on the tearh floor had had
their way with it, thrs s how it sppesred In the Veterans Ad-
minstragon Mawsal

Office of the Mans
The Mamager is resp f’tmu,e,n‘s"' for the
cfficient and proper integration, coordinanon ond super
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vbouo[cheopcmcrmofthuh:mekruponﬂ:kmrh:
Admimstrator throagh the Chref Medical Director or the
:E awstant adrminsstrator fcrthaproper npp{hz

of spproved < and g the
operatrons smigned to theso offical  *

If that mm ¢ boresuerunc lenguage 1 fall to know i And of
course it pnt us right back where we d started from.

I had hslf 1 dozen cheances to mop mp the floor with Carl
Gray We were chady m the nght. He was deardy In the
wrong Tho newspapers were spoiling for the swory 1 only
had o tam in my rewgnaton, genng the ressoos for k. Bat 1
Inew those doctors thronghout the conntry still had faith i us.
1 oghr a3 well be entirely frank. they had fuith in me. If I threw
the whole thing up and walked out, it might destroy everything
we Ind buikt so fer, and 1 didn't see that 1t would be bedlt brck op
sguin m this generston. I might Hck Carl Gray but m so doing 1
would run the rsk of hurung the welfare of the 108,000 veteram
we now had under our care,

So I held my impubes in check. I bottoned my fip. When
the Aledical Advisory Coundll and others m the medical pro-
gram wanted to blest Gray out of the warer I tokd them, *No,
dont lets upser everything now Lets concentrste on keepmg
this thing going in spite of him.” Which we dil

I wat glsd we did, becaase thar wes when the Roreen war
beoke out, and the job facing the Vererans Adminstration Med-
ical Department took on new and hrger dumengont.

In the end, Gray Beked honself.

One of the concessions we had wrnung from Gy was that
manigers of hospitals would be selecred by & committee con-
shting of the Clief Medical Direcror the Asistant Adminls-
trator for Pemsoanel and the Asustant Admunbstrater for Fl-
nsace, This gave the Aledical Department a on¢-third vote, and
in fact en absolure veto over sny wppomntment we didn't like,
becrme the commirtee s dect had to be : That
was all right with us, and it worked very well

Just before the Christmas bolidays of 1950, 1 was in Flonda
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on an offich] tmp, heading towards the Negro college, Tuskegee
losthute, where we were potting {n a rendency program with
the a1d of Emory Unrversty in Athona mnd the Univermry
of Albamz, from exch of which men had volunteered ro drive
op to Tuskegee once s weel in groups of five to reach.

I'wenr down over a weekend to Pabm Beach, where one of my
staff got me on the telepbone from Washingroa.

He said Gray had just pur our a new order that the Mediaal
Department representstive an the selection commuttee for man-
sgers and assistant managers would hencefarth be the Aoisent
Chief \fedical Director

“And lsten to thu'” he sud, He read me the final pars-
graph of the order which was In these words

Alld:xlrcthc( ! r dations of the mdividuak
nted to this comrurtee, there will be no substitutes or
alternates suthorrzed to serve in thelr sread.

That meant thar 1 couldat even subsnrute for my own

asihtant’ 1 asked my foend to flash the operator st the Vetersms
Adminstretion, and I told her I wanted to speak to the Ad-
mmsstrator She sud he was 10 ¢ steff meeting and 1 said,
Well, you put me through to the staff mecung then”

She did, and after some hemmung end hawing T got Gry
on the ime. 1 could hear the resr of them in the backgroend,
whepening and suftmg

“Carl™ 1 s, “do | understand ther you ve sent down £
order chat my Asustant i to replace me on the rmansgers 5
kecnoa commuttee?

“Yes

“And that there are to be no substutionsy™

“That's nghe.™

Why I didas lose my eemper 1 dont know but I neves
did m really important stmations, \When [ blow my top k¢
always obout loung & shurt-scud or baving somebody mislay
paper On tha ocoanon, evervthung | dd wes completely de
Iiberate. § have menttoned before thar 1 had a vokce with #
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lot of power to ity and that day I mwed i oll. T thinl I could
have been beard from Florida to Washington without the tele
phone. I wanted him to have to hold the receiver sway from
be ear 30 everybody in that roem up there could hear what
I bad to my

*Y ou expect to get sway with that order?™ [ aid.

*“What do you mcan?™ he said, and there was 2 tremor in
his tonc.

“You know demn well what I mean,” 1 mid. “Youre trymng
™ pur me where nobody would have any respect for me. Il
tell you now you can't get awny with in”

*“Where — where are yoo?” he sud.

“Never mind where T am,” 1 said. “TTl see you when I get
beck to Washington, and 'l be a danmed unpleasant mter
view®

I tumg up. 1 went op and fiushed the work I hsd ro do at
Toskegee, That was onc of the most hearteung thmgs [ ever
aw thew:ythcnmmﬁuntwﬂwh:tnutdmlﬂoohh
the deepest South were willing to dnive hundreds of miles every
wesk, to grve whatcver Inowledge and experience they bad,
absolutely free and without the lesst regard for recnl factors,
to the Tuskeges medical stodents. This was the kand of thing
we were all worlang for in spite of those kiiots in Washington.

When 1 got back to Washington in Jennary I called Gray
and a1id, “When are you prepared to sec me?”

He rttered and mumbled something to the effect that he
Wi very oty wnth a lot of appotntments. I said he dida’t have
1 loc of sppal an Samday snd 1 wonld see
him st ten oclock et the Veterasns Admintsration, winch 1
dfd-Alnumerofﬁa.In\rhhndeund.lymdlplndw
next Sunday which was January 14, 1954

“'e:uhhhhlxuﬁcqmrmnndcdbyﬂrdgncdp!mo—
Enplnmchaw-lkmdlﬂd:cmpphmbehdnmuhtcd.

o
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and so davm dumb he couldnt see it 1 s2id | was sorry sboot
the blanders he hed made, especially his mne-months “ispec
tlon” trip which hzd allow ed his palace goard to surromnd hom
and persuade him dhar I tus Chief Medical Director should
not be present at staff meetgy, When the fact was thac my
function was far more Imporrant than all the rest put rogether
because the real duty of the Ammtent Admnlstrators wis to
serve the medical program.

1 called hus atrention to the warped way he had gotten around
his paragraph directing the hospital managens 1o report through
the Chief Medical Director

1 s1d, “You thought those were your jdeas! They werenT
your idexs at all, You've just been led around by the nox.”

He started o tell me what & grest man I was, how omch |
wes needed in Chicago, how sgreeable life woald be for me
if 1 went tack to my practice and my faculty posion at
Northwestern.

“Are you trying to fire me>” I said *You don't dare.”

He backed sway from behund hiy desk. “That's Insubardina-
ton!” he snd. “Y ou re suppesed to be working for me.”

“No, T'm oot,” 1 suid. “1m not warking for you. I never
my life worked for anybody but & patienc. Im trymg ro do 8
job, but it s not for you e 1 peron. It for the Vererns Ad
minstration which youre supposed to be working for 100
Tts for those veterrs out there In those hosphals Doat yoo
tndentnd tha”

“1 undenmand you re insubordimate,” he sud. “You d be betres
off doung somethung eke —

“No,” 1 sard, “yon wn.rr:memruign.“r'eﬂ.lum‘trdsm
parucularly in the middle of « fight And this it going to be
nﬁght‘nxgmugmbclmlﬁght_'ﬂadhiwﬂymm
“Fll se¢ you,” 1 sud, and started out of the room.

“1 suppose youre gowg out for publicn ™ he called strer
me. “If you da, I'll tell some ttungs [ know sbout you.”

That brought me tuck. Lookmg him stranght in the €& 1
sud, “That sounds Kke ¢ herle artempt ar blackmnmll You @8
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tell anybody anything in the warld about me I sid, “30 long
o its true. Because my life is an open book. But If you tell
one nngle Die sbout me, you'll spend the rest of your days in
eourt. Good-by "

That most have been the first dme m Gray s experience that
anybody had ever outtalked hmn, becamse he was lookang mighty
fabbergasted when I left him.

1 remember getting out of the txi In front of our houss
and bowncing up the steps. My wife was there to open the
doar

“I'm through with that job, myway!” [ ssld, snd really it
wrs like a load being lifred off my back. 1 dida’t bave to tel]
ber I tud not resigned. She knew me well encagh to know 1
never wonld have dops that.

The onc thog 1 had forgotten was that Grey already had
2 resigmnon from me, 3 wrmten one with my sgmature on
the bottom of it. It was the Jetrer I bad sent him back In 1 (¥,
and which he had so tearfully begged me to wrthdraw! Now
the bureruerans were ready to have him use i

I tudnt been m the bome an hour when the phons mny
It was one of the newspepers. Gray had jost called the reprirters
fn and announced that I bad rewgoed, snd that Rear Adiniesl
Joel T Boone wa the new Chicf Aedical Director 1 wat vy
moch surprised, althoogh the completeness with whichy (fw fi4)
hed been done, inclhudmg the sppamtment of my micreesar, wiy g
Hrtle breath-takmg

When thmgs hke that hsppen in government, It f ¢u.tansry
for the omted Indivdual o make a nice harmbcn Py oue
ment m which he says that everything b juwt fing snd fur fy
gettmg out for rexsons of bealth of to retum v Ly gofyre
busines, 1 could have dooe tnt, and everyibing siutd fope
been swoet and Jovely except the medical prigrgn, gnd g
vamwelmemthemford’mund:ln,,dwn',“
tndpnﬁforwﬂmﬁlm‘”h‘;‘:?}:gm

*Is i troe rengned, Doctor 1 the peprpte,
~I;[¢u..-.o1 {:lxd."idﬂn'tmimlvnfm~ ettt ok
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So there it wax.

It wasn t really much of s fight at that. I hardly had co Oft
my hand. The newspapers, the Congress and the public came
down oo Gray liko s landshde. I dont think he ever knew what
hit him.

“Bad News For Veterams,” safd the Chlcage Tribyne sboot
my dismrsal “Fraud on the Veterans,” sid the Waobingtos
Post. “Blow to Eficiency ” said the Alewspbis Comnmercial Ap-
pesl. 1 dedn ¢ wrtte those cdrtornls or nsplre themn., And I don’t
think Gy ¢ver imagined the press would respond bn such
& way The thing mounted to a stocm. The Specal Medical
Advoory Commirtes officlally jolned in the protests.

But what concerned me most just then was my fear that
now we really would have whokmle remgnatems from the
Deans Conmuttee program sod from the permanent medical
seaffs,

That was the very list thing i the world [ wanted My
first acuon on my fine day out of office was to wrirc a ke
to every doctor in the Veteram Admndstrarion This bs the gt
of thar Jetter-

I asl yon, &3 your former Chief Medical Director snd
2 fnend, to give Dr Boone the same loyalty that yoo
have given to me and to the Medreal t in the
pst  Hold ught and doa ¢ rock the boat, tho thing b
all gong to be serled sooner or hater The Aledical De-
paruncnt must conunue in the future with the same high
sandards thac it has now end has had sloce this progrem
w3t started under General Bradky snd Genersl Hawky

Thank you for your loyalty and for your support. T hope
you will continoe 1o give 1t wholeheartedly (o the Medical
Depantment of the Verersm Admmistration and to Dr
Joc! Boone for the good care of the vererun who b our
patient,

There were & few resignavons In sphe of my sppeal bt
by end large our fine doctors took a grip on themsehres ind
Lept on with thewr work, They knew ths was not the end of
the story
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Tbedtylft:rlwnﬁrcd,lgo(luﬂfmmlmrcprm
bgsunturHuhcftH.Hm'nph:cyufM]antwucme,
Humphrey wes from my mtive state, bor I didn’t think he
}ndmyxrurlﬁecdm{armc,bommemmyhstm
'M\h:mlh:dmccmfuﬂyappoaedhmundxbnﬂdinguf
1 haspital in Daloth

*Doctor,” be sald, “would you ke a full-dress Invesngation
of veterans medicine?”

*“1 sure would,” I said.

“All rght, you'll get ane,” he seld

It was really fuolldress. A Special Sabcommitree was sp-
pointed with Senstor Humphrey g9 Chalrman, The other mem-
bers were Senstors Lisrer Hill, Panl H. Douglat, Wayne Mone
ed Richard M. Nixoa. The hearing ran from Febroary 8,
mtermbttentdy o May 11 The officul pnnted record s 471
Peges Joog Everybody hnvolved hid & chance to get in hs
sty Carl Gray most of all The medical profesuon tegtified;
50 did the vetersns’ organkzations and the Hoover Commission,
50 did I, bat the Deans put In the strongest punches. Gray's
famoes chart of organizanon with the hospital mencgers report
ing to him without reference to the Chief Medical Direcror
wrs thoroughly sired.

When the offichhl Committee report came out In Augme, T
s traly sorry for Carl Gray It s not often that a pubBe offichal
gets such # masmive kock o the teeth or soch bitng sarcesm as
that Comnmttes gave han. Listen to this:

We tre confidentt thet General Gy 1 perfectly sincere
when he iumsts thar he made no mmjor changes in the
Vetersns Adminstravon sdminsstrative patrern. What Gen-
;}Gnvdoum(mmmlmwndmbymm

wnd tory
of the \ ererans Ahhnmdonhhnu:llnve[uﬂphnby
ptrmmmguﬂlﬂ:mmmymmemhuﬂmmd
to them by the marml without clearsnce with or approval
of the Chicf Aledical Director he had Lfted the Ed off &
veritsble Pandora s bot 2 Pandoras box atop wheh Gen-
erz] Bradiey had woely kept Dr Hawley emsconced for
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over two years It Is in ths change that we find the
bauc problem underdymg the progrems current difficulter.

And this

We believe that General Gray s inability to realize
until recenthy 1 directly traceable to that devotion 1o
welfare of the veteran which has dven hum to
overs helming amount of his tme our in the fiekd devel
ing & first-hand knowledge of esch o
whreh he 13 responsible. He has been 30 deep m

for the supervitron of which he 15 respongble; he cannot
have noticed that the plethors of sssistan sdministrators
he leaves behind him swing such lmty exes in their attempes
to carve out larger bureancratic niches for themsebves that
they sre rapudly destroying hus forest,

Concernng the fumows argenbration chart to which Gry
W 30 devoted, they wrote that 1t was “an sdmunrstrator s night
oure” And they mud “Yet it docs sccnrarely represen the
ndmmmrmwrchnonﬂupacmtedonpperulwby!h‘
men who set forth the functions of esch Asmstanr Admanb-
Gators office m the Veterans Admnstration Mangal”

“Obviowsly ™ the report says, In somewhat lard prose, “na
::d»cnlurcpmgnmuvnhyofﬂnmmcaddfmcdmm

bashy without the rapid development of such confuson,
frmn'm\onmdmmn:mmmtuwou]dqufcu,v wreck morale,
dﬂwumcompccrmpummclmdmb:hepwmnoftﬂy
pmsfhlcvnhu:tnmvm-xcl:rml'm:hstlﬁsh11113171‘"P\7"‘='3'-'“’"“37*lx
be willing to prerend to worl. in the resulting stamblex”

It referred to the setup & “en sdminisraure moms” and
clled it “Tha increpuble sinudon” As for my part m It,
the Commintee wrote, “We have nothing but prase for the
panence end loyalty with which durmg those three years Dr
AMagnuson st00d by the program which he had helped 1o being
mto being »

The Commutee mde five recommendations, the fint and
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most gignificant of which we thiz “The Admindtmeor of
Vewnam Afhin should formally delegate to the Chicf Medical
Direv:mxmchprhmrymﬂmutyumyhenwmuymm
bis effecare control over sll policy sffectmg the care and trest

The other r st Inding those for legmlath
ction by the Congres, brcked up and mplemented that one.
other words, the Commutee recommended cactly what 1
the rest of the Veterans Admumumtration medical men—
you mght my the whole medical profewion of the United
States — had been valnly esking and 1mplonng Gy to do for
three sohd years.

The end of the stary b5 thar withm 1 few months Gray
‘wis out, Before Jexving, he received the report of the mnegement
comsulaants and twisted it omt of all recognizable simpe. He
hed his own buresucrats write whar he dubbed *the Gray
Report,” which was promptly thrown into the wastebatker by
bis succemor The chare which bs now m effect n the Veterans
Administration #s s3 clear s the old one was confwed. The
managers of the hosprtah, clinics aod veterans homes oll report
to sand throvgh the Cluef Medical Direcror The Medical De
pertment even has its own independent supply sernce. In the
Veterans Administration, the doctor 5 master in bl awn house,

S0 ar last I won the fight,

But the forces that came o close to vndermimng the medical
progrum are sall squirming snd scrarching under the sarface,
1 htve mentroned that back in 1948 it was agreed that someday
& ntw five-hondred-bed hospital would be bullt m Neshyille,
and | fad promsed that i woald be erected a3 near as posmible
to Vanderbilt Univernty Meanwhile the Veteram Admunistra-
ton and the Derns Commutee st Vanderbilt were still usdng
& rambhng old Army bospital severs! miles out of town, st
great Incoavendence and expenss. Ome day in the spnng of
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1958 came the announcement that the new Nashville Veteram
Hospital wee to be sturred — but that it would be put on the old
Army stet

The people st Vanderbilt were stunned, They said they
could not function under such condinom. The Deans Com-
mittee was on the vergo of quinng I took the matter atraght
tw the White House, the only plice I thought we could get
sction. The medical profession swung Inro sctfon. 1 don't know
who the litke bureaucrat was who thovght he could get awzy
with thes breach of faith, or why he wanted to try He didnt get
away with it. The new hospital ln Nashnile bs going up right nest
door to Vaaderbile Medscal Schoal. That’s what I had promised,
and I wam't goiog to et the goverament or anybody else make 2
bar our of me.

The trath 15 that we cm never relax. This Kod of thing b
gomg to happen sgain and sgain s long as there are peopk
in government end out of it who think they and they alon¢
know what & best for others. We must remst the tendency 1

lves to become pl and to push thogs sside &
not really our bosness, or oae day we will find that all we
befieve i and have fooght for hes been turmned min sand that
dnibbles away through our fingere,

Buz how completely right 1 had been In my estimate ro Bradley
of the devation of the medical profession to our cauntry and
its verersns' Our doctors, dennsts and nurses were cverythmg
that conld be deured throughout those dufficuk days when we
were bulding from the ground up aod then fighting to pre
vent our work from bemg wrecked. And so were the vast
majonty of the other men and women wha took part in the
program, including most of the hospinal managers and sl but
a very few of the beadquarrent people. My hat & off ro them




Chapter Twenty three

T was ctap 10 BAVE no responsibility for o while 1 was
spproaching the sge when 1 knew 1 would have w redre,
whether I Eked it or not. T did some tesching st the Navy
Hospral ot Bethesds, some consaltation work, and some speak
Ing on medical subjects. Late fn November 1951 T was spend-
ing the weekend with my son end his fumily on the ferm st
Dondee. Paul for some tme hed been in the printmg bmsiness
In Chicago wth an excellent firm of which be b now exceutive
vice-president, It s work he enjoys, and st which he prospers.
These two thmgs often go together On that Satarday evening

ded by my grandchildren end wih pothmg much on
my mind excepe the fact that I had sgreed ro debiver & 2k o
a harge group of lymen in Kansas Gity the following Toesdey
€vening, [ was feeling ot peace with the world, when my Etto
grundson came running inoto the Bymg room with his eyes =
round e saoces and mid, “Grandfsther the White Howse s
calling youo!™
Of course In Washington jt doan make moch impresden
when the White House tclephones becamse everybody knows
It tm't the President thats calling, but out there under those
curenmstances it was pretty big stuff
This was about eight oclock in the evemng which was
nine o clock Washington time, and [ must edmit that I woo-
dered a lirtde bue, walking dawn the hill, who conld be calling
e from the \White House at that hour It turned out to be a
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man named David Stowe, an ssistint to the Presdent, aod be
wanted to know if I could be m Washmgton to set the Preddent
next Tuesday ot three o dock. 1 mid 1 was very sorry but ©
couldn't, because of my cammument to speak in Kanax City
This seemed to upeet fum conndenably He sod the Predident
was dovwn In hey Wert end was commng beck to Washington
on Tuesday for jus that one dey end he had somethmg very
urgent thit he wanted to talk to me shaut. He wouldnt take
“No" for an mnswer 1 conkdn t fmagine what could be so nrgent
duat the Preddent of the United Soates felr he had to set s
particulze day and hour but 1 finally xid.

“If the Presdent of the United States wanns to see me that
badly you tell hum 'l be there”

1 tricphoned Kansas Chy and told the people who were
running the meetmg that 1 would have to be hte on Tuesday
bur if they wonld pospone the big sesroa thar night uadl
8 30, I would get there by plane from Washington. This sog-
gewion gor « decrdedly cold P pechlly from some
of my medieal foends, who had developed o fansticrd hatred
of Hury Tromin becaine they beheved he was boumnd aod
d d o force tred dicine on 2l of us They
dudn't chink they should be required to change anvrhing i
hamsas City for Mr Trumans conversence, | told than |
would see them at 8 30 Tuesday end hung op.

Wikn 1 amved at the White Homse on the appointed dav
Mr Scowe took me durectly to the Presdents office. 1 have
warted much fonger for mruch Jews importent people. We were
whered in almost immedurely The Presdent gor up, walked
Oer 10 the doot 1 greet me, and motoned me to a chalr badde
by desl,

He 5 very polely that be ondenood 1 bed 1o leare
promptly to get ont to hanss City and therefore he wonkdn't
deby ¢ tll He had been mnerested fn che beakth of ¢
people of the Unned States alf his life, he continged, 10 whit
b:mnboutmn!.memdommdﬂngnwunhhhn
Then he spoke with grear franknexs of the bad blood berween
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bim and s harge part of the medical profesden. He mid there
was sbsolutely 00 tuth in the charge that he favored sochlized

now there was an open bretk berween amy idess he might bave
and any Idess the medical profession might have.

Nevertheless, be said, jt was obvions thar there were & lot
of people in this country mot getting the medical care they
needed, sometimes for finenchl ressoms but equally because
miny roral and remote aress there mmply were not
doctors. He mid he wanted to know yust how good and
bad things were, and what could be done sbout them.
could we get an adequate supply of phyxiciens, dentises,
and other health workens? How could we cope with the grest
shift of populston o cities and defense plant areas? What sore

=}

31

i

was to be called the Presidemts Commusmon on the Heahh
Needs of the Naton. He wunted it to make s thorough study
covering the entire country end bring in « report. It would
have one vesr co do the job. Would I serve 3 is Chalrman?
*Ar Preddent,” I maid, “may I esk ons or two questions?”
He looked at me and smiled, “Go shead, Doctor ?
“First,” | mid, *4s Oscar Ewing going to have anything to
do with ths> Because [ won t have anything to do with snv
thing Mr Ewing fus anything to do with.” Ewing of conrs,
was hexd of the Netional Securny Agency and was the princi-
pal ad of compubsory heskth i

The President leaned back in his chair and hoghed hardly
with his head thrown back s [ntle, “Doctor ™ be sald, “Oscar
docsn't know 1m domg this, and I think hes golng w be
swfully oad when he finds it out.™
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Well, Mr Presdent,” 1 sadd, “that clears ane thing up. Now,

who the bers of this C .
Heuld.“lnppchnt}mbutyouxlcctdu:n.mdlwm
appaint anybody you sclect.”

“Have you any ruggesticns &t to how many ought to be o
™ I asked.

“I thenk It ought to be kept at fifteen or lem” he smid,
“becyuse big committess don't work very well And I have
an 1dea thar those you choose will be pretty busy and the
meetings will have to be frequent In order to finsh thi job,
It’s 2 tremendous job.

*T agree,” I safd “And now Mr Preddent, I have to stk
one final queston. s chere going to be any politics conneeted
with thesp”

“Doctor there will be no polides conneeted wirh it oz all”
he azid,

“All right, Mr Preddent, T'll take your word for that” I
nid, “but you mughe tell your coboru thet the fint tme 1
encounter any pohiocal Ioterference they can just count me
out”

Then 1 sud there way one additiona! thing 1 wanted clearly
understood, that I would never permit, or sign my name to,
'"thpoﬂmrcmmmdzdonwhdldwughtmldlad
towards contol in medicine or in the
Eves of the Amencen people,

The President, with & chuclde, sud he fek the sume way
that some of h catunet officers had found themselves so wound
up In red tpe that they couldnt even get & good stenographer
He looked st me und said, *Doctor can you decide now
whether you can accept chis eppotntment, or would yoa rther
wart a few days™

I 54 if he didn ¢ mind, T'd like to have o Tinle thme to think
abomt.

“Well, let me know ss toon &y you cn, plese,” ke sid
“We have to get the Commisuion appomred before the first of
the year because st can only run for one year”




RING THE NIGHT BELL 355

We parted on that note, My friends m Kansas City deviled
e life out of me to find ont what had been so 1mporunt
at the Whire House, but I dudn't tell them. Howerver when I got
bome I told mry wife about 1t 1n confidence, and aho infonmed
her that Mr Truman was not going to run for office again

“How do you know?" she mid,

“By bb In that this Commbsion get i3 report In
before January 1 1953," I sid And thit wes e sccurme
deduetion.

What 1 didat know st the tmo was that the Commisdon
v gaing to get me Into enocher fight —m fact, two of them.
It’s a strange thing but T am sure I aever formlly sccepted
the Invitaton by the Premdent to hesd this Commbssion. In my
wsml completely mforma! way when I went back to Wishing
ton, 1 dropped In on Stowe and sald, *Wheres my office?”
and be took me over and set me up in the old Serte Buikding
t 1yth Street and Pennsylvanh Aveove. I cont sgum for Mo
Winters, who hsd remumed to Clicago, and the Commission was
in tumness,

The first necestity was to find the men end women who
wonld fit o this picture and give w a broad view of the
muntry-hald:nmdxfmew.rymdpomt.dwgmcnlpub—
Ec, hbor management, sgricaltare, edocstion, philmthropy and
ubowullnbcnwdlc-lpmfemonwfﬂduwhcnyuugctdown
to bram tacks, & responsible for the of healdh
In ooe way this Coommision wa unique. As far & 1 have
bcm‘blemﬁndouz,zhhwunheﬁmnme-pnmmwdomr
who had been on the firing Ene of medicine had been ap-
pointed to besd such & body Usully it wes somo college
Prmdmtorﬁgmmdmbunncn‘mld.Anddurfactunda
by the fights we had over ths thing because there were those
In the medical profession who heted Presdent Truman with
mchmnnbo}yunmhkmdmndymﬂh:urdd:uhdﬂr
minds a doctor who ped this sppok e p 1
self-convicted a3 & trutor to the profeslon.

The people I chose were all individaals who had disung hed
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themselves fn one way or another and who I thought woald
ook on these questions wisely and knowledgeably

For instance; 1 asked Walter Reutber who was the head of
the Unred Auto Workers, to serve on the Comnmisdon. He it

doubtedly & rather Iistcally inctmed kibor leader but he
is abo & man of grest mrelligence snd I believe of perfect
ntegrity and a humanimnm. He will probably continue to
have encries a3 long ss he b on the opposite side of the fence
from some other people who have u lor of mfluence, md Like
o have things tixic own way too [ ako sppeoeched & mmn
mamed Albert J Hayes, President of the Intermanons] Awods-
aon of Mechimas, who, &5 1 heppened to know had done »
wonderful job m helping ex-conmicts o become rehahilitaced.
Al Hayss had done this so quetly that almost pobody had
ever heard of thus phase of his acdvines. So these two men
were ssked 1o serve and they did serve,

It was really 3 tremendous group of people. I got Lowell J
Reed, Vice Presdent of Johns Hopkins University and How
pital, Clarence Poe, Editor of The Progressive Farmer in Re-
lesgh, North Carolins, Chester [ Banard, President of the
Rockefeller Foundation, who very kmdly comeated 10 s=rve
8 our Vice-Churman, Dr Joseph C. Himey Den of Comell
Medical School, who is a Ph.D 1ot an AL D.g Charles S. Joba-
son, President of Fuk Universty Elbabeth S. Megee, General
Sc&mryofdmNmmeummLuguc-wd[mmdw
mcd.nu]ddeofdmggDrDmlA_auk,Gam[D{m:mf
of Manschmsetts General Hosptal, Dr Donsld M sk of
BououUmrtm‘r) Dr Ruse] V Lee of Stanford, who wat
one of the Board of Governors of the Amerrcan Medical Asso-
eauon Dr Evarn A Graham, Profevar of Surgery st Wah-
Ington Universty m Se. Lous, Dr Lester W Borker of the
Univenaty of Pennsy lvana, Dr Ernest G Sloaun, Dean of the
Coﬂcatbf?h\'ncummdSurgmjnsanmmdhﬁ
bt far from desse, Mis Manon W Sheshan, Assochite Darecto?
of the Nstomal League for Narang

And how that bunch wosked’ [ have to say s spechl word
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abont Miw Sheahan. Sbo was a womn with a lovely personalicy
m-mrdmdmbmmudmukdhmqm
end get to the bottom of s matter! I fele afrer we bad had &
few meetings that ths wommn end Walter Reuther had two
of the most penctrating and snalyncal minds with whieh I hed
ever come in conteet. Thev could Inten to & three-hoar dis-
cunion by a dozen people and then In fifty or & hundred words
#m up everythmg that had been sald that was worth remember

Rus Lee, whom I ad not known before, turned out to be
2 dymamo, He hed more good Hexs than a dog has flems, a0d
proved ro be 3 smlexman and promotor of the firet water when
It came to sclling those ideas. He wat one of the comminsdon s
stnchest  supporters and  hardest  workers  Many mmy
times be treveled from Sin Frenasco to Washingron on & night
phne yer alouyy scemed to be bright and energenc the next
morning 1 think his seeret was that he always had beefsteak
for breakfest,

So we had quite 2 crowd. But before we even got sorted
on our scheduke of work, which Lowell Reed dad hid ot for
uw with consummare skill, we were invalved In 2 noby row
I decaded, in order to round out the Coamission, to try to
get an old foend, Dr Gunmr Gunderson, whose father and
brothers were docrors, and who was the hesd of hiy own clinic
in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. Guomr was 8 trustee of the Amencan
Medica] Amocuton. 1 didnt call him in dat capaciey; [ called
him becruse I knew be was a two-fisted doctor who was familiar
with the pracce of medicme and its wide snd vaned prob-
lems, both from the doctors paint of wiew and from that of
the people Livmg In the typteal American area from which he
drew his practice.

When [ talked to him on the phooe znd told him what was
up, be mid, “Paul, I think P'm with you, but I'd Eke to see o
copy of the Prendent s disectire.”

1 was in “ew York at the tme. This war 2 Thunday jost
a couple of days before New Years, the deadfine for complet
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ing the lintup of the Commbmon. I had an sppowntment tut
evequng to sce Mr Barnard in his offices m Rockefeller Center
It wax hite by the tme I got back from that sppamntment, and,
what with one thing and snother salthough 1 tned cvery way
I knew how to, it wem't undl Fridsy afrernoon that I mamged
to pet throogh to Stowe and tell him to send a copy of the
President’s durectve to Dr Gundensen, air mail spech) delivery
which he agreed to do.

Then Stowe sid thst if the Commanon was complkete, they d
better send out the spp naticey diately so the
whole thing would be wrapped up before the finst of January

The notces were sent ont Seturday marning, alr mail special,
which was about the fastest I cver heard of the Wiute House
worling on s inviavon, and a1 copy of the direcure wm
enclosed whh the inviation to Dr Gundersen. Of course alr
il get through very quickly between main anes, bot some
tlmes when oae s 11 & smulker city 1t 1 no faster then min
mail sad it bappened that i LaCrosse there was o specal de
Lvery service over the weekend, so Dr Gundersen dida’r get
bas Jetter ennl Monday Meanwhile, the Sunday newspapers had
1 full smmouncement of alf the peopke on the Commmeon, with
Gundersen s name among them. That was bad enough, What
was worse was that for eome uokoown resson the story sd
Dr Gundersen had been sppointed to represent the American
Mcd:alAnoamm,chhwn;bmlurdynotdxecm-

lastandy three or foar of the trastecs of the Amencen Medicz!

Avocinon who lired m varous parts of the country got
together on ¢ round robin telephone coanecton, and deaded,
! thunk qurte justly the Inssmuch as It had been panted that Goa-
denen war gomg to represent the American Medlcsl Amochation,
even of this was without suthary 1t would be best iof he did not
serve. So he nmsued o satement to the press and sent me 2
telegram saying bio fele he had to refuss the sppountment.

T was sorry about thay, but what happened next was peetty
=d. The then Preudent of the Anmwrican Medical Apociation
was Dr Joho W Cime of San Francsca, He b # very good
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surgeon, bot I den't think he represented our profession wisely He
came out that Toezday with & smatement in which he — 2ad be ooy
speaking for the Amencan Medical Asocton — violently at
tecked the Commirnon and the Prevident for apposnting it, and
referred to me a3 the wrwitmg dupe of ¢ “soculisr administra-
tion.” This nonsense brought down on the whole medical pro-
fewson e storm of crithcsm In the newspapers. After all, the
Commneon hidn't even got off the ground, and in view of the
ramber of men on it and their repuertons, not to mention my
Tepunation that 1 had mede in forty years of practce and in my
work In the Veterans Administration, sach an attack by the
President of the American Medical Amocianon was definitely
uncalled for

Actmlly } didn't bure the Commmsion at all. We got roling
As President Truoman had said, it wes a tremendom job. We hnd
& beanng every two weeks, to which we brought in the best
€xperts on cvery phese of tha problem we could get Every
thing that wms tesnfied was mken down verbanm by a publc
senographer  Everybody who partorpated was allowed to
sco what cverybody el hod said, and was given a chance to
correct hs tesamony so that nothing would sppear in the re
port which bad not been checked by the petson who had mid
it There were plenty of dimgreements, becawse ths was no
bunch of softder, and nobody including me was telhng them
whar to think, but I wanted to be rure there was no opportunity
to misquote or misinterpret.

Nothing could siop our friend Dr John Clme, however In
Jume the Americen Medical Amochnon had i big annml meet
lngln(]n‘ugo.md(]lncnmgtdmh:nooeofmcddqnu
propasxe & resol a2 ing the Commisdon x5
“palicically motivated™ snd sttackmg me personally for hanng
!ercpteddmddmnmlﬂ-p.vae&mepmiondvt}:A.hLA.
bad sppointed & firm of publicity people to help fight the
upposed threst of sochlized medicine; and 1 belicve they were
in the baekground of this headline-hunung move of Clines
When an AMA. prendent hss a roolution introduced, it
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ordinarily passes. The only thing that stopped this ene at the
mormmg sesston was that Ruosyell Lee was chere and got op on
his hind legs and very strenoously ebjected to it. On beng
brought up again 11 the afternoon, r was referred to the Com-
mnttee on Pablic Relanoms.

I did not know a thing about all ths, because I wis not a
member of the Howse of Delegater, and while all this was golng
on [ was In my office at 700 North Michigen Avenue workmg
on phns for estabhshing & Rehabubranon Instrute in Chicago, &
project which 1 ad had on my mund for gume some Tme
About sx o clock I got & call from Roy Gibboms, the excellent
science wirter of the Tribume wham I knew well 13 one of the
ablest pourmalists m town.

He ssked me what I thought of « resolution which had bemn
Introdueed in the Amencan Medical Associstion House of Dele
gates by Dr Cline,

“What resohotion?” 1 sdd.

Didn t 1 know sboat 1t? Roy asked,

“No, 1doo t," I exrd, “Whar bs 1t? Have you got Ir there?”

He xaid be did and [ wld him to resd the thing to me, which
he did When he was through, he esked mo what [ fod to sy
about jt.

“Oh,” I tard, “chey ve been shooung at me for a Jong time, but
Bobody has hut me sa hard 1t hurs.” [ gdded chae 1 would stand
on mv repmaton and my record of taking care of sk peopk,
and nothing the AMLA. hierarchy could sy or do af that
pomt was gomg to have any cffect on what 1 did or thooght, or
probabl} on what eny body else did os thoughe,

At nx oclocl 1n the morming Russ Lee relephoned me st the
farm and 52d,  Paul, youd better get down here ths momlng
and defend vourself ~

“For whar>”

*For telling che Amencan Medical Assochaton to go to hell”

1 M 6o such thing Ruws,” I said, *1 only soggested 1
didnt give & damn what the AMA. Herarchy — mexmung John
Cline — sud or did.”
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“Neverthelew,” he mid, “you d betrer come down and apppear
before the commmttee that s heanng the case.”

“Row,” T said, *T will not come down and defend myself If
the comunuttee wants to get the truth from me, the chajtman of
i can mvrte me In proper form.”

The invrtation was forthcommg by the time I reached my
affice m Chicago The chairman mggested i woukd be nice {f T
met them ar eleven oclock in ¢ certain room et the Palmer
House.

When I got to this room at eleven o clock, T fornd a small
paece of paper pinned to the door, mying thet the commuree
bad adjourned to the Gold Ballroom, from which I knew that
this thing had ballooned up to something pretry big

As I came in the resr of the Gold Ballmom, the chalrman
noticed me and asked the spesker on the platform if he would
yreld until they had heard from me, which he very kmdly did.
1 walked up that Jong wsle 1 & sikence so solid you could have cut
it In chunks and thrown it out the window 1 stepped up on the
pltform, took my position behind the podrum, rurned snd
thanked the chertman and the commuttee for allowing me to
come and tell the mory of the Commission smd where [ stood
Then I swvung sround ro fece the sudierce.

1 took 2 moment to look oat over them from rght to keft
and back to the center then with o« browd anike I s2id to them,
“Gentlemen, I never thought 1 wxs anything bor an ordmary
hard working doctor domg my job, snd yet spparcarly the
President of the Amencen Medical Apochtion, the Home of
Delegarey snd the Board of Trusrees spent all day vesterdav m
this, rhe grearest medical meeting of the year culking about what
Mg did, what Aag naid, what M. was going
muymdwmhk[mmdumnm\ouh:wmyqroblmn
up thiy mommg so I can't spet aver my chestt™

“That gor ¢ Gittle smicker and T streed ar the beginnmg and
told them the whole story of the Commmsion and my part in
i, commendng with i liile grandson commg to tell me the
White House was on the phone sad including evervthmg chat
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had been snd between the Presdent and me, and jost how 1
had sclected the people ro invire a5 membens of the Commsion,
Then I sud I thought the kind of headimes John (line and
his resolvtlon had produced didnt adeance oar fight agalnst
sochalized medicine in the Jeast, but just made the medical profes-
ston steelf look foolrsh.

“Anyway " 1 wound up, “I dont believe we need any hun-
dred-thousand a-year pobkaty outfir to heep our patents from
biung us 1n the leg As far #s I'm concerned, 1 dont have any
patients that seem o want to bite me 1n the leg and I don't
think you do, elther Aly opmuon is that a3 Jong a3 we tle care
of cur patients honestly charge them ressonable fees and do
good work e part of cur communities, we will never have to
fear for our foture. The world needs good doctors, and if
we re good onet, we dan't have ta pay anvbody to protect oe”
I'bowed to the chairman behind me, and offered to answer any
quadons anybody wanted to ssk me. At that, one of the trostees
rose and came down the absle to the phirform, waving » amll
clippmyg from some newspaper

*Doctor ™ he mud, “your Commission has been furnishin
interim reports to the Prendent, has it not?”

The implicacren betund this was of course # senows one If
we were furnshing interim reports, which we certainly were
not, tht Admnstration mught havo & chance o edit mythmg it
didnt like m our findings and in this way tam the final repost
into 2 polincal document.

“Doctor ™ 1 sud, “we have never seat a report of any land 1o
the Prewdent, and have no intention of giving sy of our find-
Ings fo anvbody unnl they arc published in final form, which
won ¢ be unal mx months from now ”
'Euthtrel-d:ppuwd:urny:yuummdmhwrmn
pors,” he msested.

“I don t know anythung about It, and [ dan t knaw who gave it
out” I sud, “bur 's compheecly false™ I called on Russell
Lec, who was in the sudience, snd be s2id he had never heard
of any such thing
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So then the doctor with the clipping persbsted. “Bat you had
¢ meetmy with the President hast week.”

“Yes, wo did,” I said. And I told him wiat It bad beecn. When
the Commbmon had fint been formed, the Preudent had of
fered to coms and meer the members, At that time Wimton
Churchdll was in Washington, and the Prexident wes b in the
nﬂdtofprtp:rmgbmhhbSumuftheUnhnmmgcmddn
Budget for Congress, so | had suggested thet he receire the
Commilsdon st a later and more convenient tme. That was all
our meeting with hrm thry pest week had smounted ro, We hed
et with Mr Trumen i the Cabinet Room st the White Housz,
In the friendbest and most informal fashion kmeginable, and we
bad not discmsed anything at all about the repore.

“Docror™ 1 mid to the genthmin waving the chipping
“maybe you and 1 and the Amencan AMedical Assocanoa sro
all m the same boat, prsonens of oar public relanons. Let's get
1id of the whole bunch.”

That got a Isugh out of the sudience and my friend with the
clipping went back to his sest and ot down. There were 1 few
more questons, none of them amounting to much, I bowed to
the chairman sgain and departed. As I walked beck up the center
aftle towards the doar the whole andience, at lesst all of them
that T could see, stood up and clapped unti! I got to the onnide
door It was « very gratifymng expenence, becmse I felt that my
colleagaes bellered me, which meant they were beleving what
‘was the truth.

There were no reporters in nght st that sesslon, but they
were all on hund thar nighe st the dinner of the Natlon] Aso-
clation of Scfence Writers in the s hotel, where 1 had th
homor of being the speaker 1 repeated what 1 had naid o the
delegates about the medical profeson not being briten in the
leg and expremcd the view that paming sn sdveme judg
ment on the Commimdon before it bad had a chanee to do any
ddngwmunfalrmdcmﬁ.knnicm.

The pepers the paxt day said T bad “qocd. back e my
“crities jn the American Aedical Asochieion.™ Whether I &id
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or not, there wam't much fight left m them. They had to pamt
some sort of resolunon cntezing the Commistion, of course,
or leave their retinng prendent hangmg upside down in midur
but what they came ont with was & pmifully weal and watered-
down thing compared to the blast John Cline had first tried 0
put over, and ir nptoed clear eround me, not mentonng my
name or even inferring that [ exmted.

The trouble 1n the AAM.A, a3 in mmy other ey organas-
tlons, 15 that a small group gets control and uses the organks-
tion to advance ks own speeml ideat T will always be egamst
that, because it can pot all the members in s bad hght If more
of the dssputes that come up in medicine were thrashed oat
with the average doctor there would be fewer muundentand-
ings and the hicrarchy in the American Aledical Assocution
would have u bttle more difficulry 1n direcung policies for the
whole profesnon. At any rate, that was the last ume a3 far ns
I know thar John Clne and the Board of Trusees of the
Amenean Medical Amocianon had anything to say for or agzimt
our Commbsron. Abo 1 noticed that there was no $100,000 for
a pablicity firm in the next year s budget.

When we brought out our seport, b didn t make mach of ¢
seomanon. There certamly was nothing socalstic 1n i or any
thingakuhx:dm\vlupnpnbigfunlndwmwl\lmdy
the press, including the Jourmel of the Amencan Aedical Ao~
cisnon, called 1t & “middle-of-the-road report.” We tried 10
make it ¢ subr L th hgomg, well-d d sudy
of the problems, luding with r dadons which were
rtalsnic and feemble, We had & few dissents on certain oo,
npca.lﬂ\theverycmrrmush]hsmofhowpcrmndhdhh
services could be financed. Al Hayces, Mis Magee and Vi aker
Reuther dmented in favor of reconmending s Natfomal Heakh
Insurance Act, which the rest of ws had rejected Joe Hinscy
vwanted grester protection for the doctor s freedom to practice
25 he chose Buot by and lage we had remarkable agreement
among so rmany people of strong mmds and personalities

How successful we were, I don't really know except that I
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wn Informed by people st the White Honse that when Mr
Trumen went oot of office smd ad hn desk cleared for his
successor's e, the only thing he left for Mr, Elsenhower ws
our Report oa the Health Needs of the Nation lylng face up
oa the desk, right In front of the Presidential chaic

Same time hater, Mrs. Ovetn Calp Hobby our first Secreaary
of Health, Education and Welfare, told me at dinner onc aight
that 1 had been her Bible ever mnce she had taken the job. So
maybe k bas doas & firtle good, snd maybe it s worth the work
snd worry e all put into 1t and the fight it imsplred, I sy one
deMmhm&ruweamldnnkunm.cnrywrdinkh
the guth,



Chapter Twenty four

1 wis atarany AT woak oa snother undertaking —my st
tempt to establish a fimt-cliss rehabilitstron center In Chucago,

For 1 long tme, m fact most of my profesdonsl Efe, 1 had
thought we were not doing neardy as moch as we could for
people who hed been disabled by illness or lnjury If ¢ man
pulled through & heart attack, or his hfe was saved by cutting
off e leg hks doctor conudered him “cured™; but n the eyes of
the commuaty he was s copple or sn invalid, unemployed and
unemploysble. He did not know what kinds of work he conld
do or kam to do, or how to go about getung = job. Withoot 2
mesns of Lvelihood, be began to lose hs pode and became o
neurone indindml, weighed down by defeatdsm He was &
burd:nouhnflmﬂylnddxcommnnky

There were in many citles places called rehabilitauon ceo~
ters, but their concern was with purely physcal therspy They
gave whirlpoo! baths and masuge and exerceses to strengthen
dimaged bones, jounty, mmcles md nerves, bur were neither
saffed ror equpped to do the big job of rchabilitating the
whole man, which we had described in the report of the Presi-
dent’s G as “the r fon of the handl d to the
follest physical, mental, sochl, vocational and economic wsefal
nex of which they are capable.”

The rehatulitation of heart patients had hardly been seratched,
and they are pamcularly mrceptible to this kind of help. A very
important part of what duables » heart patient b psychologial
He is uncertun sbout what the organ will stand. The doctor
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tells him he musm't overexert himelf, mmm't climb sairs; s
n]obmthomndﬂoorof-wﬂk—u‘pbuﬂdmgkml\‘cbody
points out that If the building has an elevator the patient can do
s foll eight hours of work five dsys 2 week on the twenty
sixth floor It is easy enongh to sy that tho petient ought o
think of this himself bur the typical heart patient bas been scared
out of his wits and is very prooe to becoming what we call 2
“cardisc neurotic,” centerng s whole mind aroond b heart
dimbility He needs comcons to get b thoughts away from
what he cort do, and start lum thinking realistically in terms of
what he can do.

The name f true of the person who has Jost « Iimb or suf
fered 1 cripplmg atmack of poHo. He cruters his thoughts and
emotons on the part that & mramg or panalyzed, to the neglect
of the parts that ere will strong and healthy md can be made
even stronger and heshthicr to compersute for what is lost.

Rehubilitaton calls for a tremendous team effort. It ought to
begin with the doctor & the moment when the panent finst
comes to him, He should phn his eofire treanment with the
petient’s restoration to normal Ife in mund, and never ket him
start down the roud to despondency Then, durdng the con-
valescence end afterwards, we need o phyncal therapht ro mink
mize the crppling, and bulld op other mmcley or ather blood
veseh or perve channels to do the work of those that are out
of action. Ve nced climeal pychologists to cope with the pa-
tient s morale problems and find cut what sorts of work he s
mentally and physically adzped to. We need #n occupatioml
therapist to train him for & job, snd then somebody to help him
ﬁndmdgdm;ohmd]nwhofeprmwmmm
stantly keep ourschros informed, throogh o varlety of wts, &
to jmz how much the patient really can undertake In mfety

All of ths requires a stopendous emount of spparetm —
maciunes for muscle taining special baths, disthermy  electnie
equipment of vanous kands, machine shops for fiing braces
and prosthetic devices, not to mentioa the paraphermaln of od
mmotration and offices for coumeling and job-finding services.
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Much of the credit for developmng rehahbiltstion as 2 foll-
fledged branch of medical sclence belongs to & young docror
from St. Loust, Howerd Rosl, a gufted weriter end speaker o3 well
as & sound medica]l man, who hat been the misdonary whose
words have carrred the hght all over the world, and w Dr Don-
sld Covalt, who worked with Rosl in the Amy Air forces dor
mg the war and subsequently was our director of rehabihtion
mateers at the VA, The great rehabiltetion center st Bellevue
Hosplital In New York i largely Howard Rusk’s creaoa. His
most famous case nowadays & Roy Caxmpanclh, the Brooklyn
Dodgers carcher who got & broken neck 1n an automoblle sc-
adent end was parelyzed from the cervical region down. Eveny-
body has been thrilled by Campanella s story and maybe most of
all by « photograph of him sitting up in 2 box st & World Series
gime, weaning the confident smile of 2 man who refuses to accepe
defeat. I think most people realize that, with all his conrage, Roy
Campanells would probably pot be alive today If it hadn't been
for the coordinated program of rehabilitation that vas mstirmred
the moment the ambulnce brought him .

Aly thonght back then was that Chicsgoe, the sceond hargest
aty i the United States end one of the most indostialized,
with & very heavy madence of seaadental injury cases, needed 2
complete rehabilitation center as soon as postible. Even before
finshing my work on the Prendent's Commission [ had begun
to take ection on it

The fine person 1 went to was & man mamed Howard Har
with. Howard had come to me duning the depression with a bad
baduhmhlhdbccu:b{cmhdp.Hamlbnﬂncmm
with some real estato and msurance interests and I had sene bim
what [ thooght was & far bill, The next day he aalled me up
and sud, “Doctor you dont Lnow what & surprse thar bill of
Yourn was to me.”

“How was that? [ said,

“Well™ he wid, “z3 you know chings haven ¢ been golng well
in busmess. I've spent 8 nomber of sleepless nighty worrying
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that you were going to charge me more moncy than I could
sfford. But now I get your bill, snd I say to mysclf, “What does
Msgnosoa think I em —a peoper? Tl tell yoo what T'd Eke to
do. You have & mumber of chanty patieso. If you will just tell
e abont them, I will try to help with their expenses.”

That 13 what he had done time and again down through the
yers, with absohurely no publidty Few people realize there aro
such bunnessmen, who quietly do thmgs Hke this.

I only kad to ontline my rehahbiltation cemter idea once to
brm, and he sat down and wrote 8 check for $10,000 to employ &
man m run things whils we were getting argbzed. On rop of
thet, he tarned over to us and completely furnished a tw 1
sultz In a building he owned. 1 found & young fellow named
Hathin Lance who was willmg to come Into this thing as my
sdmminTator and there we were.

Then I began making the rounds. It was surprming haw many
doots opened to me and how quickly they opened. T wrme to
the beads of « number of brg corporatrons, lke International Jlar
vester Scandard Ol of Induns, snd Seams, Roebuck, some of
whom I Imew and some of whom I did not know [ haye
dogbe that the fact that [ bad precticed medicine b thiy (jry
for forty years had something ro do with my abillty 10 yet an
sudience with them, but I found out quckly that thess foll sy
sho knew about my wock In the Vetersns Adminkuration snq
what I had been sble to do for their employect wiy) yrre
wererane, 1 mado kt a rule to set my proposidon forth) fy yen
mitttes, which these busy men o

One of them, General Robere Wood of Sears, Noclae, g,
merber Jooked st e very sharply “Are you golng v sy ot

" he maid,
m?‘med.-cmad&dyw"“h““'nrﬂkum
connccted with thet [ didn’ weat t0 run all by myyeff)~
‘Onth:rbnds.'htﬂu-*"‘um):wmﬁfrﬂﬂ/nmmi,
mdmybeym'ng;:rmmrchm lu‘-lw",’"ﬂ”n
muoch, much more

The time came when we Bd $113.000 80 the bany oy g
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and I thought I had better get me a Board of Directors and
somethmg more substantal to go on than my own name. 1
enlisted tho help of John Evers, President of the Common-
wealth FEdson Company and hent Chandler who was then
Execotive Vice Prendent of the A, B, Dick Company I pre
valled on John McCaffrey President of Intermational Hatvester-
Max McGraw Prendent of McGnw Electne Company and
Alberr Peale, Prendent of Standard Od Company of Indima,
to give & luncheon st the Chicago Qlub to which sxty of the
anic leaders of Chicago were Invited, and ¢ which 1 presented
the Inuitate as an organizaton for the dty of Clucago. From
then on, the job of getting money for the Institare was more ar
lexs turned over to baunessmen. It was true thar 1 had rased
quire & Jot without any help, but I knew that If a thing Jike thbs
1 to get real support from industry Industry must know ic is on
a sound financal basls and is not being used for personsl gain
by ey indridual or group of individuals.

The time had come to find o building, 1 cramped over 2
£00d part of the near North Side, and st kength found a build-
Ing that had been used by a lawbook publishing company snd
had very strong floors to bear the weight of the preses, This
was imporuant, because we would need s hrge trezument tank
nd 1 Yot of heavy machinery Howard Hurwith hed the buikd-
ing spprased, John Evers condncred most of the negoustions
Wh[}mmmlﬂd“tmﬁﬂlpﬂuﬂf‘m

We didn't have $300,000 m cash, or even enoogh to bay the
b‘ﬂdmﬂmlmwlwugnlngmlimcpcmdmmﬂ't
misc any more just then. Bur I had decded that was the
bmumlwemndmdwcdbumrhmk‘wlmcd
Harlan Lance o go over and see the owner hand him a check
for $35,000, s0d tell em 1 would get hum the other §175/000
when 1 cxme back. Bemg a litle hesiant to do that, Hadm
told Evers what [ had ordered. John swung iato sction, and 50
did others. Among all these fine people the contract was shgned
before 1 gut home.

Ovur o largest domatios were from women Onc of these
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scribes for our patients and sees to the fitung teaches young doc
tors the mmcrcles of ths Importsnt work, snd directs the
Intensive research which ks carrzed on, ac U S, government a2~
pense, in a spechlly equipped shop within the Institate,

We have one unique policy which hes worked out remariably
well. Aftec we have builr an srtifical mb for an amputee patlent,
adjusted it and made sure it fis him and will work for him, we
debver ic to him—at the Institute. He Is not allowed to wesr it
home unal after be has come to the Insatate every day for s
Jong a3 B necesmary taken specie] truning under our theraplsss,
and satisfied them that he knows how to wse the Hmb and do &
job of work with jt. Then, and only then, does he get the Emb
1 his own property Thes way we make sure that we have re-
fabilicated s man, not just sent out & enpple with s expensive
prosthenc device strapped to him.

We don t stop there, either Once a man ks fit to be employed
he is taken over by a group of men whoss work b sn favalmble
sdjunct to the Institute s medical and therapy program., These
men are employment managens of Clucago firms. They call them-
selves the *Just One Break™ Committee, and of course the Inktials
spell JOB. With therr help, these prtrents of ours, who came In
to us with little chance in the world, are now gomg out and earn-
ing = much as they ever camed before, end in some cases, mort.

Although the fees we charge do take care of many of the op-
ersting costs, we have to rely on gfts to pay for building akers-
toms, purchase of equipment and some of our work with charity
csses, The contributors have been very generous indecd. 1 think,
if more people knew about it, there would be almost no Lmit to
the smount of supporr the Instirute would receive. Even 5o, if
it 15 to be of full service to the community it ooght to have an
endowment of berween $2 million end §3 million, which would
give it & regubar income,

It s « wonderful thing to me, to sec disabled people msde
lhhmmrhanﬂwh.ppﬂybywm:hzyandu,ndmﬂﬂn
conccnmungonwhnthcyunrdo.'ﬂmwhdccﬁonofom
Rehabiianon Insurute s to make a productve, tax-paving
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happy umt out of a nonproductive cxx-absorbung, unhappy unir,
It was on this bans that I sold the Institute to the bosinemsmen
of Chicsgo. Of course that was the bash on which I mvself
undertook the progmm.

If we had more msthtutes of this kind, devoted o thy ideal,
maybe we could put 1 stop to some of the sob-tirter sruff we
mfmmtbcdo—goodmmdthﬂlmmluu‘anwbodvﬁy‘mm
step in and force the handicapped mdividual o acoept federa]
ormoxcauntyorﬂfy‘“?m“hthhnotmrywhm
he can be taught to support himeelf Gommnmtmppmhm
dgmvmmcmmnmmnAhmmnbdngﬁumy,m
happaer if he 5 contributing rather than being contriboted to,
Ifymcvtrh:dmyduubtnfdbemnhofduz,mh,dm]ym
“[khnoumofd’chhmpmhbcfmwkymd
H.wlgydelmldD}thlmddumnfmmndhmm
mmmmlhkﬂmﬂmwfmmﬁlw
wen lylng in thelr beds, wasting svay mtfxnmcﬂut‘m{m
sheer fnanition, with 00 hope, no thought, no smbmrog o hife
cxcept the next free meal or another grme of checkery.

Somnma“mlned:mylhtwoddhm 1gn
fmpmymﬁbddmlwﬂmﬂ.um
mrkmdnﬂtﬁndmmmwlmmm
mhMulhwmﬂmmmmm
the farther the autwmn progresscs and the colder and drper
It gets, the Scroogler I feck

But then, slong towards Christimer, mmﬂhﬂrvh
[mmfmp.damufmﬁx.mdnmo(t}mh"

out wre

perf:ctly|:mm:t:l.ﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂ“':m'"s’l'rk"c"""h'lkli“,,R
on a trip or ruising « family [n some losances iy,
they wonlda ¢ be doing now If &t 0oe polnt in ey
hdnrh:dnmccc-fu;:’m s

of thase holi memages YO sddregyy
“i?:el‘unmdmm‘fm'mm‘dlhrymm to my
mM“mscmgoanrtShnidm,mhm[nh"
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sage mside, she told us how amch sho and her huskand were
enjoymng x triler they had bought, and that now her husbund
wes bedng transferred ro Mamb in his business, so she was going
to have & new and fascanating adventure.

The fint e [ cver saw Mary Ellen I saw & lovely blonde
curly headed child lying on her beck in & bed in s ward In
Passavent Hospral in Chicago, and ft didn’t Jook »s though she
would ¢ver bave & hasband, or travel in a tufler or have any
adventures. She was completely paralyzed by poko, from her
shoulders down, Mary Ellen was then nine years old. The disease
had struck the previous year She could not st upright by her
sclf Whencver her mother hfted her to a situng posttion, ber
spane nmply folded 1t had no mmuscles st all, 5o she hed to be
propped on both sides as well a3 In back to keep her from
rolling over like an egy, only not so stiff

By thae perlod of my Hfe—it wes 1932 and I had been a
practrang surgeon for more then twenty yrany-—1 had long
been oot of the habir of ssymg prayers, bur when I looked
down st this child, smiling encoursgement up at me, I prayed.
1 ssked for some way of srengthenmg that hetle spinc so It
could carry the weighe of her pormal chest and shogldert.

It wss quite & problem, becamse, afthough we could fuse the
vertebrae of the lower alf of her spine Into a solid cofemo of
bone, it would not be strong enough. It needed to be braced
somehow and breced mude her body But how? What could 1
we for supports?

1 racked my brakm over this. 1 drew on every bt of surgical
miormation 1 possessed. I umply waan't golag to Jet chat Imtle
girl down. Thiy was one of the tmes when the solution to 8
thing that had puzrled me for days came to me I my sleep
1 woke up onc night with & plan for Mary Ellen all worked out
in my mind. But what # phn it was, and what & strain & woold
phree on the child’s forutude and panence!

For the supports, I would use her cwo fibalss, the long sleader
bones running down the outde of each leg from knee to ankle:
she had ro usc for them now with ber legs pantlyzed. Fiot I
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would open her beck and fose the vertchrae. In a2 few weels,
when she bad recovered from that procedure, I woald put ber
on the table agam. 1 would open her two legs, dinarticolate the
fibules at ankle and knee, and take them ont. Then | would ax-
pose ber spine, from the hips all the way uwp to the sxth thoreac
vertebrs, I woold inserr the two fibules into the e op
mnder the ribs, ane on each unde, snd snchor them there. Then
I would Jesd the lower ends of the fibuhs dowmerard sod oot
ward to her hipbones and fasten them there, This woukd male
mwm-ﬁmmmmm.m,mmk
of hokiing ©p under considersble srabns — provided it worked.

There was abo the absolutcly vinal matrer of wming. 1 hed
to wart for Mary Ellen s body to meture 2 rdde more. We fitred
hcrwﬁhhncamdwtcdfmmy_mmydr“.gmd
beakthy youngster except for ber paralysls, and she had a
whowumurdhnﬁlylmhdh cheerfol end
When I told her what mnd snd what ¢
sbe 52kd, “Go eheed, Doctor” meght meen,

It wis a terrible lot of surgery scrmally thice ons
rpm:doutuvanuﬂy:yu: bﬁd]kthhamym! mou:dm
M:ryl?]lmcouldnt@mdwumdln.md‘k‘md
thet was @ great boon. Eventmally by umng o ¢
mﬂmﬂhﬂbﬂxﬂmh&fmmhhmﬁa
mwmwmmmldﬁmmdk
-swd]nlkntuhawbmdldummlwm

that it was Many Bknhmdf.wiﬂ]mm‘mmmm
well, who made It posdble.

Ten years bter "**“I"“‘"W'ﬂﬂnmnmymm

heelchas for ber? Indecd 1 could.
'ondnmd'!mdh“'hhthtmmm
muﬂmdwwwmmhmm
b@mlhtC:Pﬂalv‘h‘]-ﬂ’"ryufcmmeh



376 RING THE NIGHT BELL

kery even the top of the \Wahungton AMonument, snd the Lord
Lnows where else. She wus radnnt. She had & frrend with her
and the fnend was radmnr, Mary Elien made anybody radiant
to look at her

And that Is the thing more than the techmesl mpeen of the
operarion frself that suyt with me most forcefully that childs
perfecly tremendous conrage and unbreslable cheerfuines
throughout all of it. Alake no mistake ebout it, she was m sedous
Fain & good part of the time dunpg that interminable serdes of
openitiony, yet she was always optimiste, never cried sbout her
Jot #s 8 matter of fact, imstead of my having to encoursge hes
she was the one who enconraged me fo go thead, oot to loge
futh thar we coold armve st & successful ourcome.

So I wrote to Mary Fllen st Chnstmas, telling ber sbout the
Scroogy feclings, and telling her that afeer ber card came 1
didn’t feel Scroogy sny more.

And 1s true, | dido’r.

Of all the thungs that have helped male my bfe, In my own eyes,
worth ivmg whit means most to me 13 having had pruents like
Mary Ellen. And like Sally Krahn and Gertrude Van Well, poor
Jimmy O Connor from the stockyards, Ray Canopy and M K,
who danced every New Year’s Eve untll the year sho died end
never forgot to let me know about h,

ﬂwr:umed\haxlbomgﬂthacptoplc- they never whined
or grve way to self pity even when they koew that what 1 w3
plnnmg co do for them would subject them to terrible, protracted
pam. They urged me on, and Lfred me up when 1 was dacounged.
They didn ¢ Le back and expect therr doctor to make them get
well They only ashed him o use such skills and j scedures as he
bad leamed, such know ledge as he had acquire! to clp them gee
well They would do the rext.

So, ahthough [ certamly owe a lot to s greae many ; cople who
have played parss 1n my lfe, [ am grateful most of ll io my p*-
trenrs, whe have toght me so muoch sbout courage, and about the
most tmportant thing m the world to me — the mdindaal heeran
sput,






